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Shame List 
Once again, six of Oklahoma’s religious-affiliated colleges are on the 

wrong side of history – this time cited among the nation’s “absolute 
worst” for LGBT students.

Campus Pride, a national gay rights group, called out Oklahoma Bap-
tist University, Oklahoma Christian University, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, Southern Nazarene University, St. Gregory’s University and 
Rhema Bible Training College for openly discriminatory policies and 
practices.

Colleges receiving federal funds may not discriminate against stu-
dents based on sex, but private schools often seek exemptions, arguing 
that adhering to the law would violate their religious beliefs.

The bigotry couched as conviction not only creates a hostile environ-
ment for LGBT students on campus, but also turns off many prospective 
students who, according to most surveys, reject fundamentalist teach-
ing against homosexuality.

Nonetheless, many church and campus leaders continue to double-
down on their vilification of LGBT Americans.

For example, Oklahoma Wesleyan President Everett Piper recently an-
nounced his school’s cross country athletes would not participate in 
the NAIA championships because they were moved out of North Caro-
lina in response to that state’s so-called “bathroom bill.”

Jason Allen, president of the Southern Baptist-affiliated Midwestern 
Seminary, told the Baptist Press, “Regardless of what shaming – online 
or otherwise – may come, our convictions remain unchanged and our 
calling undeterred: we will winsomely, yet boldly, speak the full comple-
ment of Christian truth on this issue and every other issue to which the 
Bible speaks.”

Those campuses that persist in creating a hostile environment for 
LGBT students eventually will rue their shortsightedness. Americans of 
all faiths no longer tolerate singling out LGBT brothers and sisters. As a 

Observations

Yes! Please send me a one-year subscription for only $40.
This special offer includes my certificate for a free book courtesy
of Full Circle Bookstore [a $20 value]. See page 41 for details.

www.okobserver.net
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Observerscope

SoonerPoll reports one in four 
likely voters want Oklahoma to se-
cede if Hillary Clinton is elected. 
The psychological term for this af-
fliction is dumbass.

Dart: To Attorney General Scott 
Pruitt, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the carbon barons [see page 30 
for details]. If his IQ were any low-
er, he’d need to be taken out and 
de-watered twice daily.

Here’s hoping U.S. Sens. Jim In-
hofe and James Lankford are re-
covering from their latest injuries, 
caused by dragging knuckles. Both 
cave men oppose requiring women 
to register for the draft.

Laurel: To Tulsa World’s Corey 
Jones and Curtis Killman, crunch-
ing the numbers to show Tulsa po-
lice are 2½-four times more like-
ly to use force against blacks – a 
problem plaguing Tulsa for, oh, at 
least 100 years.

Oklahoma’s youth suicide rate 
jumped 31% between 2005-14 – an 
average 85 each year, 41% higher 
than national average. All we hear 
from lawmakers is crickets.

Dart: To Corporation Commis-
sioners Todd Hiett and Dana Mur-
phy, voting against reopening a 
1989 case tainted by bribery. They 
aren’t utility regulators – they’re 
lapdogs.

Hillary Clinton was spot on call-
ing Donald Trump supporters “de-
plorables.” Most Trumpsters don’t 
think treatment of racial/ethnic 
minorities is an important issue. – 
Pew Research Center

So the state decides “COMMIE” 
is an offensive car tag? What could 
be more offensive than the ugly 
new plates themselves – a thinly 
veiled way for GOP majority to gen-
erate new revenue without a gen-
eral tax hike?

State Treasurer Ken Miller was 
elected president of the National 
Association of State Treasurers for 
2017 – the first Okie in the group’s 
40-year history to be so honored.

Remind your friends and family: 
Oct. 14 is the voter registration 
deadline for the November general 
election.

Dart: To Sen. Greg Treat, shed-
ding crocodile tears over the state 
Supreme Court ruling that anti-
abortion SB 642 is unconstitution-
al. Someone who can speak slowly 
enough needs to explain logrolling 
to the OKC Republican.

LinkedIn co-founder Reid Hoff-
man pledges to give up to $5 mil-
lion to veterans groups if Trump 
releases his tax returns before the 
third presidential debate. Don’t 
hold your breath.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44
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Letters

Editor, The Observer:
Recent news articles and a town 

meeting document Oklahoma’s 
prison population at more than 
120% of capacity while Depart-
ment of Corrections’ prison staff-
ing level is approximately 60% of 
what it should be – in other words, 
a bad situation made worse. Un-
fortunately, this picture has not 
improved in more than 40 years, 
though some have worked consis-
tently for reform.

What accounts for the increased 
prison overcrowding? Those 
studying the issue increasingly 
agree that incarcerating young, 
non-violent, drug offenders for 
possession only [without intent 
to produce, distribute or traf-
fic drugs] accounts for a growing 
number of arrests, convictions 
and imprisonment – exacerbating 
prison overcrowding.

Imprisoned in a hostile environ-
ment, and without mental health 
services or job training/counsel-
ing, “felons” returning to their 
communities are “set-up” for fail-
ure – often finding it impossible 
to get work, transportation, or a 
place to live. 

Without these basics, paying 
fines, fees, and other expenses be-
comes impossible.

These factors multiply stress 
and expense for extended families 
already incurring additional costs 
– including childcare. This last 
point is most certainly true for 
Oklahoma’s large number of incar-
cerated women, 80% of whom are 
mothers, 60% of those the “sole 
support” for their children accord-
ing to a local law professor.

I was recently reminded by a re-
tired legislator that we often fail to 
make a decision simply because 
it’s the “right thing to do;” more 
often, it’s “all about money.” If 
voters approve SQ’s 780 and 781, 
and it now looks like these ques-
tions have a good chance of pass-
ing, Oklahomans will be not only 
making a decision for the “right 
reason,” they’ll also be approving 
rehabilitation and mental health 
services as a more cost-effective 
alternative to incarceration.

Jan New
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
I am not opposed to the Ten 

Commandments monument and I 
am glad it is in a good place. But 
here we go again, with yet anoth-
er legislator trying for The Best 
Christian Of The Year award, with 
his attempt to force another vote 
to move the monument back to the 
Capitol grounds. 

On second thought, you don’t 
think he is just trying to get more 
conservative votes, do you? Oh, 
surely not!

There are many valid needs for 
the money the state legislators 
have to spend when they convene. 
Our education system needs more 
money, our corrections depart-
ment problems are legend, and 
roads and highways are in need of 
quick action. 

With all these immediate needs, 
I consider this demand to again 
move the monument to be a cheap 
political trick at a time when wise 
folks are trying to solve our finan-
cial problems. 

Oklahomans do not need to 
prove they are devout and faithful 
in their religious belief. We need 
to use our money to solve press-
ing problems.

Georgia Sparks
Edmond

Editor, The Observer:
Recently it has been reported 

in the news that a large sinkhole 
developed at the Florida Mosaic 
phosphate fertilizer plants storage 
pond and that “millions of gallons 
of radiation contaminated water 
flowed into the underground aqui-
fer contaminating it.”

As Paul Harvey would say, “Now 
for the rest of the story.” 

When the phosphate ore is 
mined, it is then crushed and 
boiled in a sulphuric acid solu-
tion, the phosphorus is extracted 
and left over is a very toxic waste 
chemical solution. There is no 
market for this radioactive chemi-
cal waste that also contains arse-
nic and mercury and many other 
carcinogens. This toxic waste is 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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Arnold Hamilton

The Dangers
Of Loose Talk

Gabby Giffords. Ronald Reagan. George Wal-
lace. Bobby Kennedy. John F. Kennedy. Wil-
liam McKinley. James Garfield. Abraham 
Lincoln.

This less-than-exhaustive list serves as a stark re-
minder we’ve endured plenty of political violence in 
our first 239 years as a democratic republic.

It also suggests we must remain vigilant against 
such mayhem, lest we devolve into a banana republic 
where power is seized at the barrel of gun rather than 
at the ballot box.

This is an especially sobering thought in the midst 
of a presidential campaign in which the Republican 
nominee, Donald Trump, specializes in inflammatory 
rhetoric and toots the “Second Amendment remedy” 
dog whistle.

Trump’s professional wrestling-esque vitriol ig-
nores the lessons of history, if not human nature: 
words have meaning and can produce deadly conse-
quences.

Just ask Yuval Rabin.
It’s been nearly 21 years since his father, then-Is-

raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, was murdered by 
an extremist opposed to the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords. 

“Words do kill,” Yuval Rabin told me during a recent 
visit to Tulsa, where a screening of the new documen-
tary Rabin In His Own Words highlighted the annual 
Jewish Film Festival at the Circle Cinema. 

“I’ve lived by now about a third of my life trying to 
rationalize and understand what happened 21 years 
ago and how oblivious we were – I was – to the circum-
stances that led to what unfortunately happened,” 
said Rabin, now 61.

“This is something that we should all be a lot more 
concerned about and aware of. It doesn’t take more 
than one or a few individuals to get the hidden mes-
sage – the hint – and act upon it, even if the speaker 
had no intention that his words would be interpreted 
in the way that leads these people into action.”

At the time he was assassinated, Yitzhak Rabin 
was routinely vilified as a “traitor” by saber-rattling 
nationalists. One opponent turned to assassination, 

convinced he was saving Israel from ... what, exactly? 
A war hero turned two-time prime minister turned 
Nobel Peace Prize winner?

Yuval Rabin sees parallels between the white-hot 
rhetoric in Israel then and the verbiage all-too-com-
mon in Trump’s quest for the White House now.

“That’s not to say there’s no room for debate or crit-
icism and healthy disputes,” Yuval Rabin said, “but 
caution should be exercised and, when things get out 
of hand, somebody must be able to stand up” and de-
nounce inflammatory language.

Rabin never mentioned Trump by name, but the 
shoe fits. Trump’s rhetoric is the most extreme de-
ployed by a major party U.S. presidential nominee in 
the modern era. 

Sadly, it is a natural result of a decades-long coars-
ening of the American public square in which the 
loudest, most divisive voices too often are rewarded 
with elective office.

Which begs the question: Is this era of rhetorical 
fury cyclical, destined to fade as with so many other 
things in politics? Or is this the new normal in which 
voters prefer bloviators over thoughtful, compromise-
seeking, we’re-all-in-this-together candidates or of-
ficeholders?

I fear this unenlightening, schoolyard discourse 
could wreak havoc on the American body politic for 
generations. Why? Just look at Israel since Rabin’s 
assassination.

Elected officials and candidates are “superficially” 
less acidic than before, Yuval Rabin noted, but “the 
messages are always there – the labeling, the dele-
gitimization of individuals and groups as anti-dem-
ocratic, anti-nationalist, anti-whatever” when in fact 
they are simply exercising their right to express an 
alternative viewpoint.

Robust public debate is one thing. Demonizing an 
opponent and – wink! wink! – inviting violence is an-
other. If voters want to steer the nation onto a better 
course, they can start by not rewarding hate speech.

The complete interview with Rabin can be viewed 
by visiting okobserver.net then clicking on the Vid-
eos icon.
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Lifting Veil On State’s Tax Breaks
BY DAVID PERRYMAN

The science of meteorology has improved to 
the point that weather forecasters are able 
to assign a risk level to severe storm days 
sometimes four or five days in advance. The 

predictability of weather conditions is based on de-
cades of study of the cause and effect of high pres-
sure, low pressure, the jet stream, El Niños, dry lines 
and unstable air.

Budget makers and finance directors in Oklahoma 
government are not so accurate. Consequently, state 
government is crippled and is unable to function in a 
productive manner.

The ever-present question is, “What can be done?” 
Unfortunately, the lack of accuracy in fiscal prognos-
tication is not entirely due to a lack of effort.

While it is true that dogmatic adherence to politi-
cally inspired economic strategy often skews projec-
tions, the Wild Card in Oklahoma’s budgetary quag-
mire is the ever present “tax credit.”

According to a June 2016 Oklahoma Watch article, 
at the end of 2014, businesses and individuals held 
over $417 million in unused income tax credits that 
could be carried forward to future years and state of-
ficials are unable to predict when the credits might 
be used or what effect they might have on future bud-
get years. That unpredictability as well as the sheer 

size of the state’s tax credit “liability” cripples Okla-
homa’s ability to properly fund education and infra-
structure and to fairly compensate state employees 
who have not had a raise in over eight years.

So, what is the answer to the question, “What can 
be done?”

First, we have to stop cutting revenue. The notion 
that trickle-down economics was a viable theory has 
been abandoned by all except the most partisan poli-
ticians and crony economists. State income tax cuts 
and corporate tax cuts have proven devastating to the 
state’s budget.

Second, we have to address the tax credits and 
stop shipping money out the back door of state gov-
ernment. Those of us who recognized the potential 
harm of non-performing tax credits responded with 
HB 2182 which became law on Nov. 1, 2015. HB 2182 
created the Incentive Evaluation Commission so that 
every state-sponsored financial incentive [tax credit, 
tax exemption, tax deduction, tax expenditure, rebate, 
grant, or loan that is intended to encourage business-
es to locate, expand, invest, or remain in Oklahoma, 
or to hire or retain employees in Oklahoma] will be 
reviewed at least every fourth year.

As a co-author of HB 2182, I intend to continue to 
monitor the evaluations and will continue to keep 
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taxpayers informed of the commission’s efforts.
Currently, 11 of the state’s incentives are being re-

viewed. They include the five-year ad valorem exemp-
tion for certain businesses; the credit for zero emis-
sion facilities; the credit for small wind turbines; the 
film enhancement rebate; the historic structure rehab 
credit; the aerospace engineer credit; the aerospace 
engineer tuition reimbursement credit; the industrial 
access road program; the excise tax exemption on air-
craft sales; the quality events program; and the ven-
ture capital investment program. These 11 incentives 
have a price tag of more than $111 million.

Assessment of the value and effectiveness of these 
tax incentives is a step in the right direction. Now, 
let’s see if legislators have the intestinal fortitude to 
eliminate those that are not productive.
David Perryman, a Chickasha Democrat, represents 
District 56 in the Oklahoma House.

The Big Lie
And The
Invisible Wall
BY JASON MURPHEY

Several years ago, a legislator approached my 
seat in the House chamber. I welcomed his 
visit. He was a strong ally in the effort to 
clean up state government and I had worked 

with him on a number of modernization initiatives. 
He knew and understood the importance of our work.

But his visit wasn’t good news.
“I can’t support your bill,” he said. 
He was referencing an important proposal pending 

in our Government Modernization Committee later 
that day. The bill was part of a multi-step effort to end 
a process of “legalized corruption” which wastes mil-
lions of dollars of taxpayer funds.

I instantly appreciated my ally’s consideration. He 
was doing me a favor by giving notice ahead of time 
so that he wouldn’t embarrass me in front of the com-
mittee.

I also took note of his obvious sheepishness. It 
spoke to the fact that he still had integrity. Unlike 
some long-term legislators, he wasn’t calloused and 
didn’t yet have the ability to instantly justify the fact 
that he was casting a very bad vote.

I surmised that he was making a decision with 
which he wasn’t comfortable; however, he had prob-
ably based his decision on a cost vs. benefit analysis.

In the short term, he had to take a bad vote on an 
ethics in government proposal, a proposal that he 
most assuredly knew to be in the public interest, and 

one that he would normally vote for; but his bad vote 
came with an important long-term benefit.

I also knew that it wouldn’t help for me to argue 
with him. Throughout my time in government ser-
vice, I have learned to instantly recognize when I am 
running into the imposing “invisible wall.”

The invisible wall consists of the hidden reasons 
that explain why a legislator does the inexplicable. 
These are the reasons he can never tell the public – 
or even admit to himself.

This wall is sometimes surrounded with a visible 
veneer of faux logic which camouflages its existence 
and gives a small amount of cover to the co-opted pol-
icymaker as he casts a bad vote.

You have probably already guessed that the long-
term benefit to my colleague came from the army of 
lobbyists and special interests arrayed against the 
reform. At that very moment they were likely outside 
the House chambers working over the other commit-
tee members.

Those special interests groups really wanted to de-
feat this bill, and thousands of future campaign con-
tributions were potentially at stake.

To my friend’s credit, he didn’t insult me by using 
faux logic – a fact that I appreciated.

But his silence let me know that I had just hit the 
“invisible wall.” There was nothing I could do.

The corrupt special interests were going to win this 
battle!

You have probably already heard “the big lie” from 
one of your elected officials: “Contributions don’t in-
fluence my vote” and “Lobbyist contributions don’t 
make a difference to me. There’s always a special in-
terest group on both sides of the issue who will give 
me money no matter how I vote.”

Neither statement is true.
Special interest contributions are the invisible wall 

that cannot be acknowledged by lawmakers when 
justifying their bad votes. 

These lawmakers depend on their constituents to 
accept the “faux logic” that has been fed to them by 
the special interests.

And there are plenty of instances when lobbyist-
directed money is very one sided. This is especially 
the case when there is a bill to take out legalized cor-
ruption processes that are benefiting certain special 
interests groups. It causes good legislators [like the 
friend described in this article] to cast very bad votes 
that would have been unthinkable to them before 
they got trapped in the Legislature.

It is my hope that a growing number of voters will 
see through this lie and start to insist that their law-
makers reject lobbyist-directed contributions.

The next time a candidate asks for your vote, please 
respond with this question: “Will you reject all con-
tributions from lobbyists and their employers?”

This is the best way to knock down the invisible 
wall. 
Jason Murphey, a Guthrie Republican, represents 
District 31 in the Oklahoma House.
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Tulsa: America’s Hope
Against [Gun] Violence

BY BOB D. AND PAZ MARIA ROUNSAVELL

This is America – Tulsa, OK: Police Officer 
Betty Shelby shot and killed Terence Crutch-
er. Hundreds gather at the Metropolitan Bap-
tist Church to pray for Tulsa. Long-time city 

councilor and former NAACP President Jack Hen-
derson said, “I want peace.” So far his goal has been 
achieved. There have been protests, demonstrations 
and rallies but no violence in the city.

These times of deep distrust of social institutions, 
especially government ones, require excellent func-
tioning of the community in all its various segments 
[the police, the criminal justice system, the execu-
tive, the legislative and the judicial] at all levels [city, 
county, state and federal].  In this pivotal 2016 elec-
tion, the next president may well be decided by voter 
turnout, determined by how Tulsa responds to the 
killing of an African male by a law enforcement of-
ficer charged with protecting him.

In Tulsa, there are frayed nerves, deep emotions 
and strong feelings in both the Crutcher and Shelby 
families. But a prayerful mood of reason prevails as 
we Tulsans take a deep breath and turn toward one 
another to respond to this tragedy through much-
needed justice.

The big gathering at Tulsa’s large church reassures 
us that we can come together to find solace and jus-
tice for both of our own, then maybe peace for all 
someday. A family shared their grieving, another qui-
etly grieved as its own was suffering in public for per-
formance of public service. From all sections of Tulsa 
we congregated in our public square, led by the city 
council and current Mayor Dewey Bartlett. With vigi-
lance and restraint the police protected, courageous-
ly told us the truth as they knew it and when they 
found it – even as one of their own suffered. President 
Barack Obama from Washington called to thank Tul-
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sa for our commendable restraint in our mourning.
Tulsa’s incoming mayor, G.T. Bynum, shared his 

thoughts on Tulsa, especially the African-American 
community, and his vision for its future.  “They 
should expect community policing, where citizens 
and officers don’t fear one another. They should ex-
pect quality education for children. They should ex-
pect economic opportunity for those children as they 
grow older.”

He went on: “So that continues to be my charge. 
I have immense faith in Tulsans to rise to the chal-
lenge of ensuring justice for everyone in our commu-
nity, and to grapple with difficult issues in the hopes 
of strengthening our city. I will do what I can in the 
time given me to bring it about. And I ask for each of 
you to think about what you can do, and join me in 
this effort.”

The city of Tulsa is a microcosm of the nation as it 
grapples with its intertwined challenge. Who are we 
and why are we the greatest in this century but can-
not solve our own problems? The tools of our govern-
ing lost, our leaders elected by too few amid the dis-
trust of too many. In resolving the gun violence that 
occurs across this country far too often, a few already 
calling it an epidemic, we may find our answer and 
summon the will to meet it.

According to the National Police Violence Reports, 
in February of this year, 22 black people were killed 
by police in this country. That’s one African-Ameri-
can killed every 32 hours, a 57% increase in police 
killings of blacks compared to the previous months. 
In other words, a black American has a much higher 
chance of being killed by police than another person.

How can we create a society that protects all, ren-
ders justice to all and continues its ascent to great-
ness? Are we truly a nation of immigrants, replenish-
ing ourselves continually and offering hope to “the 
huddled masses longing to breathe free, the wretched 
refuse of your teeming shore.” Can we even give hope 
to be the backbone of our democracy: the working 
class left behind by globalization, or those people of 
color whom we have colonized in their own land or 
those forcibly brought here in the middle passage?

Because of this uncertainty in self-identity, our 
law enforcement institutions suffer the consequenc-
es. Police across the country have borne the brunt 
of our struggle in finding ourselves. New York City, 
Baltimore, Baton Rouge, Chicago, Orlando, Dallas – 
all have gone through the ordeal that Charlotte and 
Tulsa are now undergoing.

Perhaps they need police training and retraining 
throughout their career. They need a review of police 
culture, policies and practices and a training program 
that reflects recommendations embodied by such a 
review, substituting “shoot-to-disable,” rather than a 
“shoot-to-kill” policy and scrapping the unconstitu-
tional stop-and-frisk practice. Most important of all 
is the support of everybody.

The time is ripe for community policing for T-Town, 
as mayor-elect Bynum suggests, which Bob saw be-

ing practiced in his police ride-along and a Rudis-
ill Library Town Hall with the police chief and the 
then-new county D.A. The country as a whole must 
stop the out-of-control shooting of unarmed mostly 
males of color. It’s a senseless trend that tears down 
rather than builds up community. As Albert Einstein 
once said, “Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only 
be achieved by understanding.” The path to peace 
should be lighted by our religious values.

We believe the Tulsa community is on the right 
path, looking at the situation as it evolves and acting 
accordingly. Only all of us acting in concert can solve 
our problems, after we look within ourselves, not 
elsewhere. As Tulsa goes about resolving this prob-
lem, it has already been noticed in such programs 
as the PBS News Hour. Our mayor has also received 
from the White House well-deserved commendation 
in our name.

The Tulsa D.A. acted expeditiously a week after 
the shooting, announcing first-degree manslaughter 
charges against Officer Betty Shelby. Now is the time 
for vigilance as the legal process takes center stage. 
Tulsa journeys forward towards justice and peace.

Incoming mayor Bynum’s Sept. 20 statement spec-
ifying what Tulsans should expect will soon be im-
plemented more vigorously upon his inauguration. 
Tulsa expects community policing, quality education 
for children and economic opportunity for adults. If 
fulfilled, such expectations will ensure that this city 
continue to thrive and serve as a beacon of hope for 
all the country.

Vote – and vote right for Tulsa and the USA in No-
vember.
Bob D. and Paz Maria Rounsavell live in Oologah. 
Bob is president of the Carrie Dickerson Foundation.

Innocent ...Unless
You Scare Me
BY SHARON MARTIN

When I took a conceal carry class, one of 
the things that stuck with me was the 
teacher’s insistence that if I felt my life 
was in danger, I shouldn’t hesitate to 

shoot.
What is a life worth? What is my life worth against 

someone else’s? When is the right time for fear to 
make our decisions for us?

Sometimes we are caught between competing de-
sires, one for safety and the other for justice. This is 
personal for me. I want my son-in-law, a police officer, 
to come home to his family, my family, at the end of 
each shift. I want every suspect with whom he has 
contact to be innocent until proven guilty.



•   OCTOBER 201610

We no longer abide gangs of white men lynching 
black men. Today, someone would have paid for the 
death of Emmett Till. I hope. But too many brown 
people and poor people and damaged people are still 
denied justice, some of them simply out of a police 
officer’s fear.

Part of this has to be cultural bias.
Poet Sly Alley writes in We Are All Woodcarvers a 

tribute to First Nation’s artist, John T. Williams, who 
was shot as he crossed the street in Seattle carrying 
a piece of cedar and his carving knife.

At an art show here in Oklahoma I saw a friend 
hauled away by the police because a woman reported 
that she had seen him on America’s Most Wanted. 

A successful sculptor and potter, this artist is also 
a big black man with a head full of dreadlocks. He was 

Fear Is A Rising Commodity
BY BOB BEARDEN

Death by gun, the deadly season, continues 
and fear is a rising commodity. More and 
more police shootings of African Americans 
and nothing is done to stop it. 

The Donald sells fear as a weapon to end violence. 
With more deaths and more violence he ramps up the 
fear, hate and bigotry as an answer to making for us 
all a better world.

The scary part in this is the fact that more and more 
people seem to think that building walls will stop the 
hate, stop the fear, stop the bigotry. 

We are fast becoming a bunker, hunker down in our 
homes, hate and fear our neighbors, especially if they 
are of a different religion or a different color of skin, 
society.

And more and more people are buying guns as a 
way to end the fear, the hate, the bigotry.

We are a society where the answer to everything is 
more guns and more ammunition. And people like 
The Donald feed our hate, bigotry and fears by telling 
us that the way to end hate, fear and bigotry is with 
more hate, fear and bigotry.

And the scary part of that is more and more people 
seem to think that the more we spread fear, the more 
we spread hate, the more bigoted we become, the bet-
ter things will get for us and our nation.

We are told by The Donald that fear of our neighbors 
is a good thing and that the more guns and ammuni-
tion we have, the better our world we be, because we 
can kill those who hate us and – guess what? – we 
will then have a world where love and peace will reign. 

We worry about losing our freedoms and The Don-
ald tells us that the way to be freer is to take away the 
freedoms and the rights of those he says we should 
hate. That by giving only rights and freedoms to cer-
tain segments of our society we as a people will then 

forced to leave his booth and was taken downtown for 
questioning, suffering only fear and a loss of dignity. 

In a different city, on a different street, this, too, 
could have ended tragically.

We are innocent until proven guilty. Our Constitu-
tion is supposed to guarantee this. 

Even Dylann Roof, who shot nine people in a church 
in Charleston, who left a witness to his rampage, is 
assured due process.  

Dylann Roof was taken alive to face justice.
So should Terence Crutcher have been.
If the law can’t grant justice to Mr. Crutcher, it won’t 

protect any of us. I grieve for his family. I grieve for 
Officer Shelby’s family. 

There are no winners here.
Sharon Martin lives in Oilton, OK.

be free. 
Free from fear, free from hate and free from bigotry. 
We are a nation of immigrants where the largest 

segment of our society is either immigrants or dece-
dents of immigrants. But The Donald says we must 
hate immigrants because they are all rapists and 
murderers. 

So does that mean his ancestors and our ancestors 
were rapists and murderers? 

FDR said in 1933, “The only thing we have to fear is 
fear itself!” Today we are being told to fear everything 
and everyone. 

Fear breeds division and division fuels hate and big-
otry. But the ramping up of hate and fear against one 
another buys a lot of votes. And if we allow fear, ha-
tred and bigotry to rule our lives then we will be truly 
lost as a people and as a free nation.

As long as we allow charlatans the ilk of The Donald 
to feed our fears of each other, he wins and we lose. 

If he can make us believe that by fearing our neigh-
bor, hating our neighbor and building a 50-foot wall 
to keep people out will somehow make our lives bet-
ter and cause peace, love and goodwill to breakout in 
our nation, we really have become the most gullible 
people on earth.

We are in a dark place in this nation and The Don-
ald only seeks to make things darker. We cannot let 
him do that. 

Dr. King said it best, “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive 
out hate; only love can do that.” 

We cannot bring peace and love back into season by 
the spreading of hate, bigotry and fear! 

If we as a people can’t understand that our world 
can’t work that way, then we as a nation and a people 
may truly be doomed. 
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We have to change. We can’t keep killing each other.
Protests in Charlotte and an arrest and charges in 

Tulsa. Two different killing scenarios and two differ-
ent ways of handling the situation. In one incident, 
complete transparency, and in the other, not. In Tul-
sa the protests have been peaceful and prayerful, in 
Charlotte confrontation, rioting and a death.

While I do not condone nor agree with rioting nor 
looting the different ways the two cities have handled 
these situations have obviously made a difference in 
the events that have transpired since. But the prob-
lem of why is still unanswered. Police shootings of 
people of color make no sense when you compare 
police confrontations with whites as compared to 
blacks. 

These encounters are by nature charged with dan-
ger because when police come upon a situation they 
have no way of knowing what will transpire. But it 
seems clear to me that they handle these situations 
totally different when it involves a black man than 
they do when it involves a white man.

And in almost every state in the union there is some 
form or other of the Open Carry Law that allows any 
citizen to legally have in their possession a weapon of 

some kind and it can be and almost certainly is load-
ed. It amazes me that white men armed with AK-47s, 
loaded and holding them at the ready, can strut about 
in Wal-Mart and the police don’t even show up, but a 
black kid holding a BB gun in that same store walk-
ing around can be shot and killed and no one sees 
that as a problem.

There is no ques-
tion in my mind 
that if a black man 
is stalled on the 
road that the police 
will approach that 
situation different-
ly than if that man 
were white. It is the 
assumption of guilt 
that if you are black 
then you must be 
up to no good and 
you get no benefit 
of the doubt, but if 
you are white then 
there is no prob-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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Past Time To Repeal Grocery Tax
BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

The proposed one percent sales tax increase 
on November’s statewide ballot rightly focus-
es attention on the terrible plight of Oklaho-
ma’s financially starving public schools.

If approved, State Question 779 would pump an esti-
mated $600 million more annually into an education-
al system reeling from the nation’s deepest budget 
cuts over the last seven years and provide woefully 
underpaid teachers a $5,000 raise.

While most – except those immersed in the anti-
public ed bubble – recognize that schools are inad-
equately funded, there is opposition to the tax hike, 
primarily from two corners: 

• Municipalities, whose general funds are totally 
dependent on sales tax revenues, fear approval of 
779 could leave little wiggle room should they need 
to generate more income. After all, Oklahoma’s sales 
tax rate already is the nation’s sixth highest, making 
it politically problematic for cities to seek a sales tax 
hike if 779 is OK’d.

• Advocates for the middle class and poor point out 
the sales tax is the most regressive on the books, dis-
proportionately shouldered by those who can least 
afford it. Think of it this way: Harold Hamm and Larry 
Nichols aren’t likely to blanch at paying an extra pen-
ny or three on a gallon of milk – but those pennies 
really add up for a low-income family trying to make 

ends meet.
This debate over the method – not the wisdom – of 

increasing public education funding actually opens 
the door to a statewide conversation that Oklahoma 
sorely needs: whether to eliminate the sales tax on 
groceries.

In recent years, the Legislature approved income 
tax cuts in recent years that disproportionately ben-
efitted the state’s wealthiest residents and slashed 
state revenue by about $1 billion annually. It also 
doled out tax cuts and incentives to oil and gas opera-
tors that robbed education and other vital services of 
desperately needed revenues. And it monkeyed with 
a lifeline to the working poor – the Earned Income 
Tax Credit – suddenly making many barely-scraping-
by families that owe too little in state taxes ineligible 
for the credit.

How about doing something to help Oklahoma’s 
working class and poor for a change? 

It’s a debate other states already are having – or 
have had. Take, for example, Alabama, one of seven 
states – including Oklahoma – that taxes groceries at 
the same rate as all other purchases.

Earlier this year, a Republican state senator, Gerald 
Dial, proposed phasing out grocery taxes over four 
years and replacing the lost revenue with a one cent 
overall sales tax hike.
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Dial argued the grocery tax “is the most regres-
sive tax you can have and punishes those on fixed 
incomes.” But he failed to persuade fellow lawmak-
ers – at least in part because of fears the proposed 
one cent overall increase would not offset the loss in 
grocery tax revenues.

“The food tax is pretty stable,” Dial told the Associ-
ated Press. “People buy pretty much the same amount 
of food. In bad times my wife doesn’t buy as many 
shoes, but we still buy the same amount of food.”

Even so, at least seven states since 1998 have quit 
collecting sales taxes on groceries. Moreover, six 
states – Arkansas, Illinois, Missouri, Tennessee, Vir-
ginia and Utah – tax food at lower rates, according to 

the Tax Foundation.
Policymakers and health experts here already fret 

about widespread food insecurity that affects an es-
timated 650,000 Oklahomans and about the quality 
of food being consumed – a worry heightened by the 
results of the latest Youth Risk Behavior Survey that 
showed obesity jumped from 11% in 2003 to 17% in 
2015.

Doesn’t it make sense that grocery taxes contribute 
to food insecurity – because the poor ending up buy-
ing cheaper, lower quality food?

It’s past time for Oklahoma lawmakers to eliminate 
the grocery tax and overhual current tax policies that 
all-too-often fail basic fairness tests.

Why State Teachers Need A Raise
BY GENE PERRY

A more likely scenario is that more experienced 
teachers and teachers with more advanced degrees 
are leaving the classroom and being replaced by less 
experienced teachers with little to no training in 

– with most of the new funding dedicat-
ed to teacher raises. While opponents of 
the measure have criticized using a sales 
tax increase as the funding source, there 
is widespread, bipartisan agreement that 
Oklahoma teachers need a raise.

SQ 779 would require districts to pro-
vide a $5,000 raise for all Oklahoma teach-
ers. It would also provide some funds that 
schools could use for performance pay 
or pay increases for the most highly de-
manded teacher positions. That $5,000 
wouldn’t bring Oklahoma up to anywhere 
near the best states for teacher pay, but it 
would counteract the trend of falling pay 
since 2009.

According to data from the National Ed-
ucation Association adjusted for inflation, 
Oklahoma’s average classroom teacher 
salary went from $52,632 in the 2009-2010 
school year to $44,921 in 2015-2016. Out 
of all 50 states, Oklahoma’s 2015-16 aver-
age classroom teacher salary was ranked 
48th, ahead of only South Dakota and Mis-
sissippi. 

Average salaries have decreased by 
about $7,700 after accounting for infla-
tion. These are the averages for gross 
teacher salaries before deductions for So-
cial Security, retirement, and health in-
surance, so the take home pay for teach-
ers is even less.

The decline in average salaries doesn’t 
necessarily reflect individual teachers re-
ceiving pay cuts. 

One of the most hotly debated state ques-
tions that Oklahomans will decide this year 
is SQ 779. The measure would increase 
the sales tax to improve education funding 
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teaching. 
These new teachers can be employed at lower pay. 

However, a large amount of research has found that 
teacher experience matters a lot for student achieve-
ment.

One common argument in Oklahoma’s debates over 
teacher pay is that we have a lower cost of living here, 
so teachers can afford the same quality of life with 
lower pay. 

It’s true that Oklahoma’s cost of living is relatively 
low, but we can also quantify how much that allevi-
ates lower salaries.

The most recent data from the Missouri Economic 
Research and Information Center shows that Okla-
homa’s cost of living is 87.9% of the national average, 
accounting for the cost of groceries, housing, utili-
ties, transportation, health care, and other expenses. 
Yet Oklahoma’s average classroom teacher pay in 

2015-16 [$44,921] was just 77.4% of the national av-
erage classroom teacher salary [$58,064]. If Oklaho-
ma teachers were paid 87.9% of the national average 
teacher salary, they would be making about $51,038. 
That means Oklahoma teachers would need a raise of 
about $6,100 for their average salaries to reach the 
national average adjusted for cost of living.

It’s become undeniable across the political spec-
trum that Oklahoma students are getting a worse 
education because we aren’t paying teachers a com-
petitive salary. 

The raises provided under SQ 779 won’t push Okla-
homa near the top states for teacher pay, but they 
could reverse the decline since 2009, and they would 
bring salaries closer to what they should be to reflect 
the cost of living and raising a family here.
Gene Perry is Policy Director of Oklahoma Policy In-
stitute; www.okpolicy.org.

Ask A Question ... For The Children
BY JOE DORMAN

If you are a regular reader of my column, you know 
that it used to be titled “Open Door Policy.” As 
a state representative, I wanted my readers and 
my constituents to know that I was available to 

answer questions, receive input, or just for them to 
speak their minds.

As the new CEO of the Oklahoma Institute of Child 
Advocacy, my column will now be called “For the 
Children.” At the Capitol, that phrase – for the chil-
dren – was often a tongue-in-cheek rallying cry for 
lawmakers seeking support for their bills.

Helping kids, however, is no joke. 
Moving forward, my goal is for this column to re-

focus the attention of our politicians and the public 
on those who need our help the most: young, at-risk 
Oklahomans. 

That starts with changing the way we interact with 
our political candidates.

This election season I am asking you to help change 
our political culture by taking one simple step: ask a 
question.

The second presidential debate will be held on Oct. 
9. The Commission on Presidential Debates has man-
dated that moderators ask candidates questions with 
input from the internet. 

This is our chance to refocus this debate on an is-
sue of real substance by asking, “How would your 
budget priorities lift working families with kids out 
of poverty?”

Submitting that question is easy. One of OICA’s na-
tional partners, the Annie E. Casey foundation, has 
already done so on PresidentialOpenQuestions.com. 
To add your support to that question [and increase 
the likelihood it is asked at the next presidential 

debate] go to http://bit.ly/debateQ or find the link at 
oica.org on our website.

Let’s make sure the next president of the United 
States has a plan to help the 16.4 million American 
children who live in poverty, the 42.2 million Amer-
icans – including more than 13 million kids – who 
don’t know where their next meal will come from, and 
the five million young men and women whose par-
ents have been in prison at some point during their 
childhood.

And let’s not stop with holding our presidential 
candidates accountable. 

Ask your candidates for state representative and 
state senate what their plans are to help children in 
low-income families.

In Oklahoma, 22%, or 209,000 children, live in pov-
erty. Thirty-six percent of all Oklahoma children live 
in single parent families, many of which are economi-
cally challenged. Over 66,000 Oklahoma children live 
in households with neither parent.

These young Oklahomans need help. To make sure 
they get that help, we must demand two things from 
our political candidates: first, that they demonstrate 
with words and deeds that helping poor children is a 
priority; second, that they are able to outline a sub-
stantive plan to help those children.

As a voter, it is your right to get a straight answer 
from your elected officials. But it all starts with a 
question. Don’t miss your chance to ask one, and 
please make it for the children. 
Joe Dorman is CEO of the Oklahoma Institute for 
Child Advocacy. He served House District 65 as state 
representative for 12 years and was the 2014 Demo-
cratic nominee for governor. 
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TURNOUT IS THE KEY
Table Is Set For Democrats To Pick Up 

Seats And Restore Sanity Under The Dome
BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

Next month’s statewide voting may be the 
most important in a generation. Seriously.

Nearly every election is so portrayed, of 
course. But ponder, for a moment, what con-

fronts Oklahoma voters on Nov. 8:
• The stakes couldn’t be higher in the presidential 

race – a con man/demagogue versus the most quali-
fied candidate in memory.

• And there are seven key state ballot propositions 
– ranging from public education and criminal jus-
tice reform to separation of church and state and the 
death penalty.

Arguably, however, what really will portend Okla-
homa’s future – at least in the first half of the 21st 
Century – is more than 90 legislative races in a year 

in which voter unrest is palpable.
The Republican legislative supermajority – 71 of 

101 House and 39 of 48 Senate seats – steered Okla-
homa into a ditch of Grand Canyon proportions.

Billion dollar budget holes. Massive cuts to vital 
state services. Special interests gorging themselves 
at the taxpayers’ trough.

The calamity triggered more legislative challenges 
than usual, many involving the so-called Teachers 
Caucus – 31 educators still in the hunt to claim a leg-
islative seat, still vowing to revamp the state’s spend-
ing priorities.

Oklahoma is a state in transition, politically. Yes, 
it’s still uber conservative – don’t be surprised if Re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Oklahoma And The Terrible, 
Horrible, Very Bad Runoffs

BY DAVID BLATT

In late August, Oklahomans went to the polls to 
decide 13 legislative primaries and one Congres-
sional primary where no candidate received a ma-
jority in the initial primary ballot in June. More 

precisely, a few Oklahomans went to the polls. Less 
than one in five registered voters – 19.5% – voted in 
the runoff races in their district. In only one district, 
SD 19, did turnout exceed 26%.

In all but one district, turnout for the runoff was 
lower than in the primary election. Overall turnout 
in the 14 races fell by 32% between June and August. 
The biggest drops were mostly in Tulsa-area seats, 
where voters turned out in larger numbers in June to 
vote for Tulsa’s mayor in an open primary.

The drop in turnout was not unusual or unexpected. 
In the 16 races that were decided by runoffs in 2014, 
turnout dropped by an average of 32% from June to 
August and fell in every race but one. In 11 of the 

16 races, less than 20% of voters showed up for the 
runoff. In 2012, turnout fell in all 10 legislative and 
Congressional runoff elections by an average of 26%.

Nor is this phenomenon unique to Oklahoma. A 
2013 study by the Center for Voting and Democracy 
examined all primary runoffs in federal House and 
Senate elections from 1994 to 2012 and found that 
turnout decreased in 165 of 171 contests. The same 
study found that the longer the gap between the ini-
tial primary round and the runoff, the more turnout 
is likely to fall. Oklahoma moved its initial primaries 
from July to June in 2012, creating the current two-
month gap.

In addition to the fundamental democratic tenet 
that elections should be decided by more voters, not 
fewer, there are other arguments against the runoff. 
One is the substantial cost to both candidates and 
the state of holding runoff elections. 



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 17

2016 ELECTION
In 2014, the State Election Board estimated that 

the runoff election cost the state as much as $1 mil-
lion, with additional costs incurred by the counties. 
The 2016 runoff election will be less expensive be-
cause there were no statewide runoffs this year, but 
the Election Board estimates that the cost will still 
exceed $500,000.

Low turnout elections also tend to reward more 
ideologically extreme candidates who are better able 
to rally hardcore party supporters. This year, Lisa 
Kramer in SD 25 and Toni Hasselback in SD 31 were 
Republicans who were seen as more moderate can-
didates and finished first on the initial ballot, but 
lost in the runoff to more extreme challengers. There 

were similar outcomes in 2012 and 2014.
Oklahoma is one of only seven states – all in the 

South – that uses a primary runoff system. There are 
several good options for replacing the runoff, such 
as a nonpartisan top-two primary system; an instant 
runoff with ranked choice voting; or simply declaring 
the candidate with the most votes the winner, even 
they don’t have majority support.

By keeping the primary runoff, Oklahoma makes 
elections more expensive and ensures that important 
races are decided by a significantly shrunken elector-
ate. It’s time for a change.
David Blatt is executive director of Oklahoma Policy 
Institute; www.okpolicy.org.

Turnout
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

publican Donald Trump wins here by double digits. 
But it’s also trending away from the extreme, religious 
right – especially in the high growth urban areas.

Democrats still hold legislative seats in what tradi-
tionally were Democratic hotbeds – all but two east 
of Interstate 35. But the GOP owns the momentum 
in rural areas, thanks to a steady diet of politics from 
the pulpit and Fox News fom the satellite dish.

Conversely, Democrats best prospects are in more 
urban areas – where, for example, Sen. J.J. Dossett 
[Owasso/suburban Tulsa] and Rep. Cyndi Munson [a 
northwest OKC seat never before held by a Democrat] 
won special elections last year.

If Democrats can hold most of their rural seats up 
for grabs this year – and pick off a few open Repub-
lican seats in urban areas – the “purpling” of Okla-
homa politically will be cemented.

Failure to do so – and losing the Munson and Dos-
sett seats – would embolden the corporatist-Tea 
Party-theocratic cabal ruling at NE 23rd and Lincoln 
Boulevard.

It’s important to remember that perception is real-
ity in politics. Democrats would need to net between 
three and six House seats and as few as two Senate 
seats to fire a missile across the GOP bow.

Suddenly, Republicans would know their constitu-
ents are paying attention – and they’re not happy.

They want schools well funded. They want teachers 
paid better than dead last. They want safe, not crum-
bling roads and bridges. They want improved mental 
health care. They want to stop wasting precious tax 
dollars by over-funding the prison industrial complex.

They want their lawmakers to work together – to 
come up with solutions that lift all Oklahomans, not 
just the wealthy few who’ve feasted on GOP-driven 
income tax cuts and corporate welfare.

It’s far from a certainty that the revolution sparked 
in last spring’s legislative session will produce results 

next month. The herd mentality remains strong, far 
too many sheep blithely following preachers, politi-
cians and pundits.

What it requires is critical thinkers to get off the 
couch and back in the game. Push back against wing-
nut talking points. Educate family and friends on 
what’s really happening. Make certain well-informed 
voters can get to the polls on Nov. 8.

But there is more reason for optimism than in any 
election in a decade because there’s no doubt who’s 
responsible for Oklahoma’s long nightmare – Repub-
licans control every lever of state government power.

With pro-public education Oklahomans engaged, 
it’s possible, for example, that Democrat John Wal-
dron, a beloved longtime Booker T. Washington High 
School teacher, could win Tulsa’s SD 39.

It’s a seat being vacated by the term-limited Repub-
lican Brian Crain, who barely survived a far right pri-
mary challenge four years ago and knew the district’s 
purpling demographics would have made it dicey had 
he been able to run again this year.

The GOP’s main hope is that football yet again 
trumps academics in Oklahoma – the Republican 
standard-bearer is former University of Tulsa coach 
Dave Rader.

Democrats also have a fighting chance to pick up 
seats across Oklahoma County – keep an eye on 
Colin Walke in northwest OKC’s HD 87 [incumbent 
Republican and public ed-hater Jason Nelson opted 
not to run again], laid-off teacher Mickey Dollens in 
south OKC’s HD 93 [wingnut GOP Rep. Mike Chris-
tian decided to run for sheriff instead] and highly-re-
garded Edmond Memorial High School teacher Kevin 
McDonald in SD 41 [incumbent Sen. Clark Jolley, no 
friend of public ed, is term-limited].

This is but a smattering of races in which Demo-
crats could pull upsets with favorable turnouts in 
key precincts – i.e. disillusioned Republicans [anti-
Trump] stay home, public ed supporters turn out en 
masse.

This is no time for pessimism. Only a few votes can 
make the difference.
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Cal’s Credo: Often Wrong
But Never In Doubt

BY CAL HOBSON

You know the type. Always sure they are right. 
Dominate the conversation with facts, fig-
ures, observations but too often just guesses 
and gossip.

Perhaps surprisingly to some, I’m not referring to 
“the blowhard billionaire” or even “the liberal liar,” 
apt descriptions of a couple of Americans who are 
battling to be the next president of the United States.

The winner will also be the undisputed leader of our 
blue round sphere, except in the vacuous skull of one 
Kim Jong Un, who recently had his cabinet minister 
for education executed via large artillery rockets for 
falling asleep while the supreme leader was talking.

And I thought it was bad that Ms. Myrtle sent me 
to the principal’s office for whispering to beautiful 

Barbara when we were both in the third grade. Appar-
ently I got off lucky with one swat on the behind.

Returning now to more pleasant thoughts and be-
fore the Libs and Greens direct passionate protesta-
tions my way under the wrong assumption I’m about 
to skewer their long-shot candidates, former New 
Mexico Gov. Gary “Aleppo, who/what?” Johnson and 
Dr. “I can’t see you now” Jill Stein, please just sit 
back, close your eyes, roll a doobie and relax. With 
Gary’s and Jill’s polling numbers in the tank, why 
would I waste Arnold’s ink and readers’ eyeballs criti-
cizing their lost causes?

Nope. This article is all about me, your resident lib-
eral from Lexington. I have penned this not neutral 
screed because in my September Observer article I 
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foolishly promised to predict who will be, for at least 
the next four years, the most important and powerful 
person in the world – presuming some fool with short 
fingers doesn’t push the “you know what” button.

Sizing up the situation as of Oct. 3, and contrary 
to all expectations, Donald John Trump wiped out 16 
Republican challengers – many of whom were well 
qualified and dominant leaders in the party of Lin-
coln – on his way to claiming the coveted Republican 
Party nomination in Cleveland. On the other hand, old 
hand and former First Lady, Senator and Secretary of 

trump is nothing more than a self-absorbed, self-righteous, 
selfish wealthy rigger of a broken system he purports to 
abhor. An addicted user of every tax loophole, credit, write-
off and dubious deduction dreamed up by lobbyists and their 
legislative lap dogs in Washington where he has plied his 
influence peddling practice for decades. And proudly so.

State Hillary Rodham Clinton struggled mightily to 
send packing Vermont socialist, sometimes Demo-
crat, always outspoken firebrand Sen. Bernie “Feel 
the Bern” Sanders. Bernie, America’s current version 
of Eugene V. Debs, battled tooth, toenail and flying 
hair to derail Hillary’s surprisingly slow sojourn to 
her long expected coronation. 

However, when the final curtain finally came down 
on curmudgeon Sanders’ remarkable insurrection, 
party unity, often a non sequitur among the don-
keys, swept the field at the Philadelphia convention 
like Union artillery did 113 years earlier just outside 
another Pennsylvania community known as Gettys-
burg. That Civil War battle saved our bloodied and di-
vided nation and some think the stakes are just as 
high today.

Speaking of the current election, always described 
as the most important in history, or at least since the 
last one, I promised in my September article to pre-
dict the winner in this issue, a task made more dif-
ficult by the blunders and bellowing of the two nomi-
nees themselves. However, a promise made should 
be a promise kept, unless you are Gov. Mary Fallin 
promising a teacher pay increase. Then not so much. 
But I digress.

Hillary, the very unpopular, smarmy and shifty ca-
reer pol, will become our next president by a land-
slide, at least in the electoral college, by a margin of 
301-237. Why? Mostly because her opponent – may-
be billionaire, almost always unhinged, proudly un-
informed on the matters that matter most, preoccu-
pied promoter of all things named Trump, terrific tax 
evader for decades [smart, very smart], thrice mar-

ried owner of a wandering eye for beautiful women 
who are not too fat, not too old, not too uppity, and 
damn sure not too talkative, even in six languages, 
The Donald has done everything in his considerable 
power to blow this election. And it hasn’t been easy.

Among the fertile field of elephant pretenders to the 
oval office, especially Bush XLV, or whatever Roman 
numeral in succession he was expected to be, and 
Marco Rubio, only the Trumpster has continuously 
found a way, actually many ways, to go down in flames 
next month to “Crooked Hillary” who, when judged 

analytically, comprehensively and carefully is clearly 
one of the most experienced, informed, educated and 
committed persons, regardless of race or gender, to 
seek the presidency. Now does that mean folks love 
her or even like her? Hell, no. But popularity matters 
more on TV’s Survivor or The Voice than it does in 
politics. Remember, 50 plus one means you won or in 
some cases even less than a majority will temporar-
ily make you somebody. Bill Clinton took office with 
44% and some folks think he did a pretty good job. 
I know. I know. Not here in these parts, where we 
don’t care “come here from sickem’” about those Ar-
kies just east of us who are mostly known for stumb-
lin’ around toothless shouting sooey …sooey … pig, 
pig, pig. Even our former yet proudly displayed for 
decades car tag motto of “Oklahoma is OK” is a bit 
more inviting.

In summary, HRC will win easily all the blue and 
leaning-blue states, lose the bright red and pink ones, 
but carry every current pale yellow tossup states – 
those being Florida, Ohio, North Carolina, Virginia, 
Colorado, Nevada and New Hampshire.

Far out predictions? Here’s more: Hillary will almost 
win Arizona because of Hispanic votes, bolstered 
down ballot with a credible showing by the Demo-
cratic opponent against aging war hero, incumbent 
Sen. John McCain. Hill will battle strongly, but lose 
Iowa, Missouri and Georgia, but get more than 40% of 
the popular vote in Oklahoma, where, for fear of their 
lives, Clintonites are known as the “silent majority.”

The 2016 presidential election shouldn’t already 
be decided … but it is and not by any wizardry, wis-
dom, or the waving of a magic wand by Mrs. Clinton 
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and Co. No. This one, like his bankruptcies, banali-
ties, bluffs and bigotries can only be traced to the 
mouth and motives of Trump himself, who endlessly 
and correctly pointed out to millions of mostly white, 
mostly middle class and mostly men that they sys-
tem is rigged against them. True enough.

But as his own partially revealed tax returns, not 
to mention childish 3 a.m. Tweets about a fading 
Miss Universe, finally verify Trump is nothing more 
than a self-absorbed, self-righteous, selfish wealthy 
rigger of a broken system he purports to abhor. An 
addicted user of every tax loophole, credit, write-off 
and dubious deduction dreamed up by lobbyists and 
their legislative lap dogs in Washington where he has 
plied his influence peddling practice for decades. And 
proudly so.

Perhaps even more unprincipled, he panders to the 
patriotism of real warriors who gullibly stand behind 
him in photo ops, apparently unknowing or uncar-

ing that when the stud military school athlete had 
the chance to wear the uniform of his country during 
the deadly and divisive debacle known as Vietnam, he 
was declared unfit for duty because – wait for it – flat 
feet.

Smart. Donald John Trump. Smart to not pay taxes 
in our country where the sweat and toil of other people 
have made him a billionaire. Smart to not get killed in 
a faraway jungle defending the country he purports to 
love. Smart to outsmart all the professional pols he 
pummeled into political oblivion. Smart to pick away 
at people’s prejudices against others who don’t look 
like, speak like, think like or pray like themselves. 
Smart to stoke fear not friendship.

Dumb. Scratch that. Uninformed. Anyone that 
would vote to make him our 45th president.
Cal Hobson, a Lexington Democrat, served in the 
Oklahoma Legislature from 1978-2006, including 
one term as Senate President Pro Tempore.

U.S. Politics: What Is Happening?
BY HAROLD V. SARE

First Of Two Parts

On Nov. 8 we the people will elect a new presi-
dent, whose term for four years will begin 
in January 2017. The new president will 
be Hillary Clinton, Democrat, or Donald 

Trump, Republican.
Many Republicans do not consider Trump as a “Re-

publican” nor as a conservative because of his errat-
ic policy positions. He is viewed as a person with a 
temperament that is unstable and unpredictable, and 
some have questioned his mental status.

On the other hand, there are Republicans who are 
supporting him because he won the primaries, and 
many accept him as real. He has the support of the 
lesser educated, and the less affluent communities, 
and white men. He hardly registers within the black 
communities. In the Latin communities he enjoys 
more support than in the black communities, but it 
is low. Also, he has weak support among women.

Hillary Clinton has consistently maintained a nar-
row lead in national polls over Trump, but she is 
“dogged” by questions over the use of classified ma-
terials and the “use” of her position as secretary of 
state in supporting donations to the Clinton Foun-
dation, which works worldwide with very positive 
results, and has received numerous donations from 
foreign sources.

There is no concrete evidence that Hillary Clinton, 
who talked by phone and had conferences with some 
of the donors, ever talked to any of them about the 

Foundation. Her conversations with these people 
would not be unusual in the diplomatic context of 
her position as secretary of state.

The FBI Director noted that there was no basis for 
prosecuting Hillary Clinton, but “she was extremely 
careless” in using classified materials. But we must 
remember that he is a Republican who had a very ac-
tive Republican role before he became Director of the 
FBI. His bias, in my view, is suspect. Hillary Clinton 
has done an excellent job in explaining how careful 
she has been in using classified materials. 

My own experience in dealing with classified mate-
rials when I was in public service gives me some in-
sight into what she has been accused of. She is faced 
with the consequences of a very ugly game played by 
her opposition.

It is also interesting that the two Presidents Bush 
set up foundations and did a lot of the same kind of 
work that the Clinton Foundation is doing but were 
never questioned about politically motivated dona-
tions to their foundations. They were in excellent po-
sitions to solicit donations from domestic or foreign 
officials. Did they?

And, in terms of classified materials, I know that 
items can be “classified” and the next day we can read 
about them in the major newspapers. When I was in-
volved with classified materials it was widely believed 
that too many documents were marked classified, 
which made something of a joke of the process. That 
is not to say that classification is unimportant. It is 
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extremely important in many circumstances, but it 
needs to be used judiciously and with some restraint.

Serious questions have been raised by numerous 
Republicans about Trump’s authenticity as a Republi-
can. I want to argue that the Republicans created Mr. 
Trump’s rise to his present position as the candidate 
for the presidency. The process started back on the 
very day that President Obama was first inaugurated. 
As I have written in previous articles, the Republican 
leadership met in a hotel not far from the inaugural 
ball and discussed how they were going to deal with 
President Obama.

They decided on a policy of non-cooperation with 
him in terms of proposed policies and appointments, 
even if they agreed or had previously agreed on those 
same policies and appointments. There would be lit-
tle or no cooperation with him during his administra-
tion. Since they controlled the Congress they were 
able to kill many of President Obama’s proposals, 
such as an infrastructure public-private bank that 
would fund infrastructure projects across the coun-
try.

The U.S. now ranks 30% below other developed 
countries in infrastructure. It is a critical area that 
needs attention, and has the potential of creating 
five million new jobs. But the Republican leadership 
wanted to create a situation that would cause Presi-
dent Obama to lose the 2012 election. What a cost! 
And, President Obama won the 2012 election in spite 
of the Republican effort.

Mr. Trump won the Republican nomination this 
year because he was able to appeal to a large com-
munity of working class people who are unemployed, 
holding jobs that do not pay enough, or have given 
up job hunting because so little was available. Presi-
dent Obama has been able to stimulate the creation 
of close to 15 million jobs, but many are low-paying 
and insecure. And while our unemployment rate is 
around 4.9% officially, in reality it is much higher be-
cause those who have given up looking for a job have 
fallen off the records.

There is alarming “inequality” of income among the 
employed. The upper 1% of the population is accumu-
lating most of the wealth in the nation. Ironically, Mr. 
Trump has been able to appeal to the masses with low 
incomes or those who are unemployed.

If the Republicans and Democrats could have co-
operated in creating economic employment policies, 
our country would be considerably better off eco-
nomically and our politics would be more stable and 
functioning rather normally as a stable constitution-
al democracy.

However, gaining political power has been more 
important in the halls of Congress than maintaining 
a stable and functioning government. A politically 
deadlocked system is laying the foundation for the 
demise of our system, and the establishment of a rig-

id ideological dictatorship. 
Veterans who have risked their lives in protecting 

our system of government and families of those who 
have given their lives should be rising up in disgust!  
Harold V. Sare is regents service professor of politi-
cal science emeritus at Oklahoma State University.
The second part of this series will be published on-
line Oct. 16 at okobserver.net.

Birthers,
Birchers
And Oswald
BY DON WILKEY

With the stoke of a pen, Peter Savodnik, 
in his book, The Interloper, discredited 
a billion dollar industry ... the JFK con-
spiracy business. The who-killed-Kenne-

dy movement has generated an enterprise that led to 
Hollywood blockbusters, documentaries, web sites, 
volumes of books and made fortunes for authors who 
speculated about the assassination.

Author Savodnik journeyed to Russia and spent 
years of research to tell the story of Lee Harvey Os-
wald’s stay in the Soviet Union just before he came 
to Dallas to shoot the president. The facts reveal that 
the KGB, FBI, CIA and American State Department 
knew of Oswald but chose to have nothing to do with 
the confused young man.

Oliver Stone got it wrong and the Warren Commis-
sion and Gerald Ford got it right. Evidence points to 
a lone gun man and there is no case for a conspiracy, 
according to Savodnik.

America has become a conspiracy mongering soci-
ety as of late. Some suggest it is a result of the elec-
tion of the nation’s first black president. Hats off to 
Donald Trump who recently announced that Obama 
was really born in America. The Birther movement 
claims Obama was never born in America and is thus 
constitutionally disqualified to serve.

Trump rode this movement for years. The fact that 
he now acknowledges the American birth of the pres-
ident is akin to the John Birch Society acknowledg-
ing the Protocols of the Elders of Zion is a myth. If 
conspiracy mongers denounce a conspiracy myth, we 
best pay attention.

Trump appears to follow the National Enquirer and 
has suggested Ted Cruz’s father might be the man in 
a photo of Lee Harvey Oswald handing out pamphlets 
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in New Orleans.
Years ago I ran across a group that monitored the 

Religious Right. They coined a term for the move-
ment. They called them “sons of Birchers.” The 
Birchers are conspiracy buffs who believe all national 
and world events are controlled by secret societies. 
Author Russ Bellant has done a splendid job of un-
covering the deep roots the JBS has with the Reli-
gious Right.

I received some interesting claims on Facebook 
from some former classmates. There are large seg-
ments of the American public that believe Michelle 
Obama is really a male and actually a former line-
backer at Oregon State University. “He” had a sex 
change operation and married Obama. The children 
are not really their biological children.

Others have claimed Chelsea Clinton is not the real 
daughter of Bill and Hillary. Check out YouTube if you 
doubt how many are following these theories.

Billy Hargis, self proclaimed founder of the Reli-
gious Right, used to claim that Mexico was loaded 
with Communists who were planning on infiltrating 
America by illegal immigration and turning our na-

tion into a Communist country.
Agnew Waters, a professional author from Washing-

ton during the ‘40s, once explained sugar rationing 
as a Jewish plot to Communize America. In a speech 
she once shouted, “There are 200,000 Communist 
Jews at the Mexican border waiting to get into this 
country. If they are admitted they will rape every 
woman and child that is left unprotected.”

The Mexican border and immigration has a long 
history of being connected to conspiracies. Recall 
that Oswald spent some time in Mexico before the 
assassination.

Conspiracy mongering appears to be a growing 
trend in the nation. Because of social media, the 
prospect for conspiracies to become a viable part of 
American politics is a real possibility. 

Many of Trump’s followers do not believe you can 
trust the American media. This opens up many new 
options for sources of truth.

It often becomes easier to believe the myths and 
conspiracies, than the facts.
Former Oklahoman Don Wilkey is a retired Baptist 
minister living in Bellville, TX.
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Let’s begin with a poignant 
quote from one of our origi-
nal patriots who yearned for 
the idealism of a democratic 

republic and spoke of it in eloquent 
terms:

“It is natural to man to indulge in 
the illusions of hope. We are apt to 
shut our eyes against a painful truth 
– and listen to the song of that syren, 
till she transforms us into beasts. Is 
this the part of wise men, engaged 
in a great and arduous struggle for 
liberty? Are we disposed to be of the 
number of those, who having eyes, 
see not, and having ears, hear not, 
the things which so nearly concern 
their temporal salvation? For my 
part, whatever anguish of spirit it 

Sifting Through The Ashes
BY VERN TURNER

might cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to 
know the worst, and to provide for it.” – Patrick Hen-
ry, 1775

Moving from the sublime to the ridiculous is not 
easy for me in that I try to avoid lurches in topics. 
But sifting through the ashes of the first Clinton v. 
Trump “debate” is an exercise in discovery, the dis-
covery that we have lost our minds as a society. The 
words from Mr. Henry were never more poignant than 
they are during this election season, especially the 
part about telling the truth.

It seems that many “undecided” voters don’t like 
Hillary Clinton because she made a mistake with 
her e-mails and then denied telling the FBI about it. 
The thing is, her three predecessors used private e-
mail servers too, because the in-house system was 
three generations behind and couldn’t handle the 
traffic in anything approaching efficiency. Well, gosh, 
people. Did we forget that the Bush/Cheney cabal 
dumped over 22,000 e-mails as they were escaping to 
the banquet circuit? In view of the illegal wars these 
monsters perpetrated, aren’t we even a little curious 
about what they were talking about? I guess not.

Besides, we now have the king of lies himself to 
dissect on an hourly basis. Donald J. Trump has been 
allowed to represent the mindless and leaderless Re-
publican Party in a national election. I know. I have 
to shake my head in hopes of this being just a bad 
dream. It isn’t. Unlike Trump, I appreciate reality for 
what it is and am deeply, mortifyingly disturbed by 
what I see. Trump is the most ridiculous person to 
run for president since Pat Paulson. His lies cascade 

out of his mouth like a broken sewer pipe to the tune 
of three per minute. And people say they don’t like 
Hillary because she lied. Really?

It looks like Mrs. Clinton will get a nice bump in the 
polls after the debate, but the pundits still keep trot-
ting out the surrogates who babble mindlessly about 
their candidates to point of putting us all to sleep or 
having us run to the bathroom to relieve ourselves 
of our latest meal. Why just last Wednesday I read 
where Rudy Giuliani labeled Hillary Clinton “stupid” 
for not commenting more stridently about her hus-
band’s dog days. Really? Is this where the Trump sur-
rogates are going, to the tabloids? Are we going to 
smear everyone’s marital issues out on the walls of 
our American homes like so much plaster on a wall? 
If so, let’s talk about Trump, Giuliani and Gingrich 
for their dalliances, too. Is this what we’re voting for? 
Hey, I got finished with tabloid journalism when I was 
16 and learned that flying saucers did not land in Ger-
trude’s back yard in Kansas.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of this yawning 
chasm between ideologies and the confusion of those 
who “can’t decide” is the stretching of our national 
fabric to the point of tearing. Remember, we experi-
enced a similar acute division in the 1850s and we 
know how well that worked out. I’m now reading opin-
ion pieces asking about what a divided nation would 
look like, but instead of blue v. gray, it’s blue v. red. 
In Texas, where political sophistication is simply not 
part of any conversation, the secessionist crazies are 
still beating their drum of mindlessness. I suppose 
when your particular ideology has failed abjectly, you 
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run away and look back to what you supposed were 
happier times. The funny part is that 90% of these se-
cessionists wouldn’t survive two weeks in 1850, not 
having their canned beer or TV remote immediately 
at hand.

Have we really become such a nation of dummies 
that we excuse our chosen candidates for any and 
all misdeeds and missteps? Otherwise, how in the 
world could intelligent people think that some know-
nothing, unprepared, loudmouthed bully with a dis-
dain and hatred for all things he doesn’t understand 
could be better than someone, though flawed, is the 
most qualified person to be president in our national 
history? What happened? Did the reptilian brain sud-
denly jump up and create mass de-evolution of the 
human brain? What happened to our grace? Did we 
ever have any?

I’m often asked how I’m surviving as a liberal writer 
in Texas. I respond by saying it is not without great 
difficulty. The thing is, as far as I can tell, about 45% 
of Texans are pretty cool and not just because they 
think like me. That number is much smaller. But 
the 55% who elect and vote for unbelievably bad and 
misinformed lunatics to represent them destroys 
all credibility here. How, for example, do we explain 
Louis Gohmert [fact free], Rafael Cruz, aka Ted [self-
serving opportunist], Lamar Smith [climate change 
denier] and Pete Sessions [another fact-free zone] 
being elected over and over to perpetuate the laugh 
lines across the nation. Both Bushes claimed Texas 
residency though both were born in Yankeeland. The 
list of lesser creatures of the night is long and ugly.

Well, Texas is but one example of how things can 
go so wrong. I’ve written before that the election of 
a class guy, Barack Obama, freaked out everyone 
not listening to anything but their reptilian brains. 
Instead they listened to the dog-whistle racists like 

Ted Nugent and broke out those closeted racial ha-
treds along with their Confederate flags. Gun sales 
went through the roof after both elections. Right wing 
screamers declared that civil war would erupt. So, 
what are these people doing with their guns, besides 
wearing them to Wal-Mart or the pizza palace down 
the street. Boy, there’s a statement!

This coming election may be a defining moment for 
the next 20 years of our country’s existence. Obama’s 
presidency scraped the scabs off the never-healed 
racist and geographical wounds of those who had 
that cultural imperative crammed down their throats 
for generations. Now we have a raving demagogue try-
ing to replace him; a kind of cheese replacing chalk. 
Where Obama [and Hillary Clinton] exhibit class, 
grace, intelligence and forethought, Trump exhibits 
hatred, anger, dystopia [talk about lies] and xeno-
phobia not seen in public conversation for decades. 
Why are so many Americans so eager to see someone 
undo all the good things from the last eight years?

Lest we forget, the Bush Administration left a pile 
of ashes on the doorstep of the White House that 
Barack Obama has been trying to clean up for those 
eight years. The fact not often mentioned is that ISIS 
was created by Bush’s crony, Paul Bremer, when he 
fired the Iraqi army, didn’t guard the conventional 
weapons caches and somehow lost a couple of pallets 
full of $100 bills totaling over $3 billion. The Obama 
Administration is directly and indirectly responsible 
for private sector job growth for a record five-plus 
years. Trump says we’re in terrible shape, when it is 
the Republicans who allowed corporate America to 
move their jobs overseas and hide their profits in for-
eign banks. Trump says he is “smart” to not pay his 
taxes. Are all the other corporations equally “smart” 
or are they just selfish, greedy traitors who don’t 
want to pay their fair share of America’s needs.

The next pile of ashes that we have to sift through 
may not be metaphorical, but real. If hate and bigotry 
are allowed to lead this country, the horrors of the 
previous domestic wrenching will look like child’s 
play. The terrorists in other parts of the world won’t 
have to lift a finger. We’ll do their job for them. Back 
then, all the rifles were single shot. There were no 
machine guns, tanks, rockets or jet bombers. Back 
then, it took a long time to get from one place to an-
other. Back then there was no C-4.

Think about what your children and/or grand-
children will face if we allow a self-indulgent, thin-
skinned egomaniac to be in command of the most 
destructive force in world history. 

The ashes from someone like that losing his 
mind or temper will be real and they will be floating 
throughout the world.
Vern Turner lives in Marble Falls, TX. His latest book, 
Racing to the Brink: The End Game for Race and Cap-
italism, is available through Amazon.com.
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Evangelicals, Alt-Right Unite Behind Trump
BY ADELE M. STAN

At last month’s Values Voter Summit, an an-
nual gathering of right-wing evangelical 
Christians in Washington, DC, the mood 
was decidedly pro-Trump. One day, the can-

didate himself received an enthusiastic response, as 
did his surrogates, former New York Mayor Rudy Gi-
uliani and actor Jon Voight. The next day, attendees 
were treated to a speech by Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, 
Trump’s running mate.

A number of speakers, including U.S. Rep. Lou-
ie Gohmert of Texas, told the conference-goers of 
Trump’s purported virtues [while slamming Demo-
cratic rival Hillary Clinton] and Tony Perkins, presi-
dent of the Family Research Council and FRC Action, 
which is hosting the conference, endorsed the thrice-
married New York reality TV show star during the 
Republican National Convention. [In the Republican 
presidential primary, Perkins supported Ted Cruz, 
the U.S. senator from Texas.]

Of course, Christian evangelicals represent only 
one segment of the radical right being courted by 
Trump. He’s caused quite a stir by sidling up to the 
denizens of what is known as the alternative right or 
alt-right, a loosely configured constellation of “white 
nationalist” groups and publications, such as Rich-
ard Spencer’s National Policy Institute and Jared 
Taylor’s American Renaissance, a white supremacist 
magazine.

Trump, of course, hired Breitbart News chief execu-
tive Stephen K. Bannon as his campaign CEO in a ma-
jor shakeup this summer. At an event in Cleveland, 
during the Republican National Convention, Bannon 
boasted to reporter Sarah Posner that under his lead-
ership, Breitbart News had become “the platform for 
the alt-right.”

In late August, Hillary Clinton delivered a newsmak-
ing speech in Reno, NV, decrying Trump’s alliance 
with the alt-right and noting the many times Trump 

UNHOLY ALLIANCE
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has retweeted memes generated from the Twitter ac-
counts of white supremacists.

At a press conference outside the Washington, 
DC, hotel where the Values Voter Summit was tak-
ing place, I asked Perkins what he made of Bannon’s 
“alt-right” boast. While he wouldn’t speak directly to 
Bannon’s relationship to the alt-right, Perkins did of-
fer something of an explanation for the movement’s 
appeal.

“[T]here have been a lot of alternative voices that 
have risen up, just because Americans feel they 
are under constant threat by this administration’s 
policies,” Perkins said. “So, what has given Donald 
Trump, I believe, the nomination, is that he has given 
voice to a lot of people who feel like their voice has 
all but been snuffed out under this administration.” 

Perkins knows something about such “alterna-
tive voices” – and their usefulness when managing a 
right-wing campaign for political office. In 1996, Per-
kins was managing the campaign of Woody Jenkins 
for Louisiana’s U.S. Senate seat. [Jenkins’ Democrat-
ic opponent was Mary Landrieu.]

To maximize the turnout, Perkins purchased the 
mailing list compiled by former Ku Klux Klan Grand 
Wizard David Duke in his successful run for a seat in 
the Louisiana state legislature, paying Duke $82,500. 
According to the Southern Poverty Law Center web-
site, “The campaign was fined $3,000 for filing false 
disclosure forms in a bid to hide the payment to 
Duke. Perkins has stated he did not know about the 
mailing list’s connection to Duke.”

When Duke first endorsed Donald Trump in Feb-
ruary, Trump peevishly disavowed the endorsement 
when pressed to do so by CNN’s Jake Tapper. Cur-

rently running for U.S. Senate from Louisiana, Duke 
also issued robocalls in August urging voters to cast 
ballots both for him and for Trump. The Republican 
standard-bearer, apparently having learned his les-
son, quickly disavowed the calls.

In the exhibit hall of the Values Voter Summit, the 
John Birch Society, which opposed granting equal 
status to African Americans during the civil rights 
struggle, had a booth, as did Tradition, Family and 
Property, the paleo-Catholic cult whose founder laud-
ed the Spanish Inquisition as the most glorious mo-
ment in the church’s history.

The Trump campaign, which has dazzled main-
stream media as something new under the sun, is re-
ally anything but. It’s simply the repackaging of an 
old alliance in a shinier wrapper. 

AlterNet’s full exchange with Perkins:
AlterNet: I’m wondering what you make of Trump’s 

hiring of Steve Bannon, who said that he had pro-
vided the platform for the alt-right.

Tony Perkins: The what?
AlterNet: The alt-right, which Hillary Clinton …
TP: … I didn’t hear his comment, so I can’t real-

ly speak to that. I can speak to the fact that, in the 
last eight years, this administration, which Hillary 
Clinton has been a part of, has increasingly tried to 
marginalize people who do not surrender to a pro-
gressive, liberal agenda. And there have been a lot 
of alternative voices that have risen up, just because 
Americans feel they are under constant threat by this 
administration’s policies. So, what has given Donald 
Trump, I believe, the nomination, is that he has given 
voice to a lot of people who feel like their voice has 
all but been snuffed out under this administration.

The Brazen Hypocrisy Of Trump,
Giuliani – And Their Enablers

BY JOE CONASON

Only in this mad election could a male presi-
dential nominee – a misogynist boor who 
has been married three times, who has 
boasted of adultery with his friends’ wives, 

and who has even publicly leered at his own daughter 
– seek to blame a female candidate for her husband’s 
sexual indiscretions. And only in this election would 
that nominee outsource the attacks to a surrogate 
whose marital history is even more embarrassing, be-
cause it involved gross misconduct in elected office.

But that perfectly describes Donald Trump, Ru-
dolph Giuliani, and their bizarrely inappropriate at-
tack on Hillary Clinton’s marriage. Perhaps we can 
expect Trump surrogate Newt Gingrich – who notified 
his second wife that he planned to divorce her while 

she was hospitalized with cancer – to chime in next.
In the moments following this year’s first presiden-

tial debate, Trump praised himself for “holding back” 
– because he had refrained from bringing up Bill Clin-
ton’s extramarital “indiscretions,” supposedly out of 
respect for Chelsea Clinton. The casino mogul quick-
ly suggested, however, that he might still go there.

“Maybe I’ll tell you at the next debate,” he said coy-
ly.

That is “restraint,” Trump style. There would seem 
to be little upside in launching such a vicious tirade 
against Hillary Clinton, a wronged wife, especially 
considering Trump’s own heavily documented re-
cord of marital infidelity and alleged spousal abuse 
or worse. But such sputtering vitriol against his op-

2016 ELECTION



•   OCTOBER 201628

ponents is Trump’s trademark, no matter how badly 
it reflects on him.

Evidently, they couldn’t wait. In the debate spin 
room Giuliani said that Trump had “restrained him-
self from saying what I know he would have liked to 
... And that is she enabled and supported a president 
who is a disgrace to the White House. He was one of 
the two presidents impeached. He was impeached be-
cause he took advantage of an intern, an intern that 
[Hillary] attacked for six months – and she claims to 
be a feminist.”

Remove the errors and falsehoods from that state-
ment and almost nothing remains except Giuliani’s 
rage. But by now nobody should expect dignity from 
the former New York mayor, whose ranting interlude 
on the podium at the Republican convention last 
summer raised questions about his mental state.

Still, it is odd that Giuliani’s image-conscious wife, 
the former Judith Nathan, would let him revive mem-
ories of their relationship’s tabloid origins – and how 
he abused his mayoral privileges to pursue their af-
fair while he was still living with his wife and children 
in Gracie Mansion.

When Rudy met Judi one evening in a cigar bar on 
the Upper East Side, according to Vanity Fair, he was 
already involved with his City Hall press secretary – 
not an intern yet much younger than the very married 
mayor, and of course available to him at all hours. 
Although nobody believed the attractive aide’s deni-
als, that scarcely mattered. In May 2000, Rudy and 
Judi put out a press statement to announce that they 

would henceforth be joined together – truly a lovely 
way for wife Donna and the two Giuliani children, An-
drew and Caroline, to learn about Daddy’s new plans.

Months before Giuliani’s marriage disintegrated 
publicly, he had begun to visit Nathan surreptitiously 
at her Southampton, Long Island condo, accompa-
nied by a police detail. On every expensive booty call, 
he brought an assortment of bodyguards and vehicles 
out to the beach, putting the cops and aides up in 
local motel. [Not too long after that, he assigned Na-
than her own police detail, with officers who report-
edly acted as her valets and chauffeurs.] Years later, 
when he ran for president, reporters discovered just 
how much his long-distance romance had cost city 
taxpayers. The New York Post once estimated that 
the cost of a trip out to his girlfriend’s pad amounted 
to $3,000 per day; Judi’s security detail was priced at 
around $200,000 per year.

So when Rudy Giuliani denounces Hillary Clinton, 
remember why his son and daughter shunned him 
for years. Remember that he misused hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in city resources to “enable” his 
personal misconduct.

It is a sign of how badly Trump has twisted our po-
litical and moral culture that he and his buddies be-
lieve that they can excoriate Clinton for preserving 
her marriage and family, and the values that they so 
casually discarded. But it is even more troubling that 
so many “conservatives” would encourage their cruel 
hypocrisy.

© Creators.com
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How Free – And Brave –  Are We?
BY HARRY T. COOK

It would not surprise me to learn that in some 
psychologist’s toolbox there exists a word-asso-
ciation exercise that uses “America” as the trig-
ger with the expectation that one of the first re-

sponses would be “freedom.” After all, our national 
anthem proclaims the country to be the “land of the 
free, and the home of the brave.”

So how free are we? How brave?
A very good and wise friend called my attention to 

the recent story of an NFL quarterback who refused 
to stand during a performance of the national anthem 
before a game. He – the football player – caught un-
shirted hell for not being patriotic. Who remembers 
the uplifted fists of the Black Power salute that were 
on display during the playing of the anthem at the 
1968 Olympics in Mexico City? Same kind of angry 
reaction.

President Obama, all the way from China, essen-
tially absolved the football player’s action – or lack 
of same – by saying that at least the man was paying 
attention to what was happening in his country, was 
thinking about it and was not entirely happy with it. If 

money is free speech, as the Supreme Court declared 
in its Citizens United ruling, then I guess one’s pos-
ture during the playing of the national anthem falls 
under the same category.

The football player sitting – later kneeling – when 
everyone else was standing seems, where free 
speech is concerned, to fall comfortably under the 
1919 statement of Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
Jr. in Schenck v. U.S.: “The question in every case 
is whether the words used ... are of such a nature as 
to create a clear and present danger.” No words were 
used. No act of violence was threatened. No one was 
in danger – clear or present – save, perhaps, the one 
who chose not to stand.

Yet the question remains: Can an American citizen 
exercise the freedom not to engage in overt patriotic 
behavior, and that with impunity? 

This native-born American citizen has never once 
uttered the phrase “under God”* when reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. I have gotten the 
stink eye from more than one Rotarian for that and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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Republican AGs Met With Coal,
Electric Companies Before Filing

Against EPA’s Carbon Rule
BY SAMANTHA PAGE

Coal and electricity companies paid to meet 
with Republican state attorneys general – 
including Oklahoma’s Scott Pruitt – just 
weeks before those top law enforcement of-

ficials joined in suing the federal government over 
the EPA’s Clean Power Plan, recently released docu-
ments show. 

Coal company Murray Energy and electricity giant 
Southern Company, which owns several southeast-
ern utilities and a number of natural gas companies, 
held private meetings with attorneys general at the 
Republican Attorneys General Association’s annual 
summit in West Virginia in August 2015.

The meetings cost up to $125,000 per company, 
according to the Center for Media and Democracy, 
which uncovered the documents.

Of the 21 attorneys general who attended the 
summit, only one – Idaho’s Lawrence Wasden  – did 
not join an anti-Clean Power Plan lawsuit that was 
launched that same month.

“State attorneys general are supposed to enforce 
the law and serve the public interest, but instead 
these Republican officials have hung a ‘For Sale’ sign 
on their door, and the fossil fuel industry proved to 
be the highest bidder,” Nick Surgey, research director 
for the watchdog group, said in a statement.

The Clean Power Plan is a regulation under the 
Clean Air Act that requires states to find a way to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions from the electricity 
sector. Electricity generation is a leading source of 
pollution, and curbing emissions from the sector is 
critical for future climate and environmental stabil-
ity – helping to meet the United States’ obligations 
under the Paris climate agreement and to avoid the 
most catastrophic effects of climate change. In addi-
tion, the Clean Power Plan is expected to improve lo-
cal air quality and improve health across the nation.

Fighting it has been a priority for fossil fuel compa-
nies, particularly coal companies, who view the tran-
sition to a clean energy economy as more of a threat 
to their business than a win for the environment.

According to the documents, the 2015 meeting also 
featured a panel presentation titled “The Dangerous 
Consequences of the Clean Power Plan & Other EPA 
Rules.” Speakers included Mike Duncan, president 
of the American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity; 

Geoffrey Barnes, a lawyer for Murray Energy; and Re-
publican attorneys general Pruitt, Patrick Morrisey of 
West Virginia, and Ken Paxton of Texas.

“Together, these documents reveal a sustained pat-
tern of collusion between the fossil fuel industry and 
the Republican attorneys general on climate change 
obstructionism,” Surgey said.

State attorneys general in the group also discussed 
“the future of the fight to stop the Clean Power Plan” 
at a meeting of RAGA’s political arm, the Rule of Law 
Defense Fund, in April.

The documents are perhaps the straightest line be-
tween fossil fuel groups opposing federal regulation 
and attorneys general who have chosen to side with 
industry. [Murray Energy, a coal company that sent 
executives to the August session, is also party to the 
state lawsuit.]

But there are many ways for industry groups to fun-
nel money to candidates.

Thus far in the 2015–2016 cycle, RAGA has dis-
closed about $19 million in contributions received. 
About 13% of that is from fossil fuel interests, includ-
ing Koch Industries, Murray Energy, the American 
Petroleum Institute, ExxonMobil, the American Co-
alition for Clean Coal Electricity. Another 7% came 
from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which, in turn, 
receives a significant amount of its funds from fossil 
fuel companies and Koch-backed nonprofits.

Analysis by ThinkProgress this summer found that 
the group has already spent more than $4 million in 
state AG races, focusing on four vacant seats in Mis-
souri, Indiana, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania, as 
well as on “safe” Republican seats in West Virginia 
and Utah.

Pennsylvania is the only one of those states that 
is not already party to the Clean Power Plan lawsuit.

Pennsylvania’s Republican attorney general candi-
date, state Sen. John Raffery, has said that his Demo-
cratic opponent “hopes to help Hillary Clinton crip-
ple the energy industry and leave thousands jobless,” 
but it does not appear that he has directly addressed 
the Clean Power Plan. He voted for a bill last session 
that would have given the Legislature more oversight 
of the state’s efforts to comply with the Clean Power 
Plan.

© ThinkProgress
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Regulation Saves Millions Of Lives
BY RALPH NADER

Fifty years ago, President Lyndon Johnson 
signed into law the National Traffic and Motor 
Vehicle Safety laws that launched a great life-
saving program for the American people.

I was there that day at the White House at the in-
vitation of President Johnson who gave me one of 
the signing pens. In 1966, traffic fatalities reached 
50,894 or 5.50 deaths per 100 million vehicle miles 
traveled. By 2014, the loss of life was 32,675 or 1.07 
fatalities per hundred million vehicle miles traveled. 
A huge reduction!

This was an astounding success for a federal safe-
ty program that included mandatory vehicle-safety 
standards [seat belts, airbags, better brakes, tires 
and handling among other advances] and upgrading 
driver and highway-safety standards.

When the crashworthy standards were first pro-
posed in 1967, Henry Ford II warned that they “would 
shut down the industry.” Ten years later on NBC’s 
Meet the Press he conceded, “We wouldn’t have the 
kinds of safety built into automobiles that we have 
had unless there had been a federal law.”

At the White House signing ceremony, I distributed 
a brief statement, requested the previous day by the 
New York Times, which said, “To translate potential 
into reality will require competent and vigorous ad-
ministration of the laws and new manufacturing pri-
orities by the auto industry.”

Over the years, the political pressure of the almost 
always resistant auto industry stalled, slowed and 
sometimes shut down National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Agency [NHTSA] initiatives. Today, administrators 
taking orders from the auto companies’ friends in 
Congress, such as Rep. John Dingell, D-MI, and the 
White House all slowed auto safety advances. None-
theless, based on the comparative yardstick of fatali-
ties per motor-vehicle miles travelled over the years, 
the Center for Auto Safety estimated 3.5 million lives 
saved between 1966 and 2014 in the United States.

Of course, the number of injuries prevented or di-
minished is even greater. The savings in hundreds 
of billions of dollars spent on crash consequences 
– such as property damage, medical expenses, wage 
losses and less tangible costs such as family anguish 
and disruption are major additional benefits from ra-
tional regulation.

If the auto company bosses had liberated their own 
engineers and scientists and cooperated with the fed-
eral regulators, who early on were physicians and en-
gineers, even more casualties would have been pre-
vented.

Today, the challenges remain in the upgrading of 
the operational and safety aspects of motor vehicles, 

especially large trucks, improvements in highway in-
frastructure and handling drivers distracted by cell 
phones or under the influence. Much is being written 
of futuristic self-driving, autonomous vehicles. Don’t 
be taken in with the hype, or the arrogant reliance on 
algorithms. It will be many years, if ever, until the en-
tire vehicle fleet is converted into unhackable, driver-
less machines.

Meanwhile, modest semi-autonomous braking sys-
tems, with drivers still at the steering wheel, are here 
and will improve. There will be other systems inviting 
the dependency of drivers which will raise questions 
of ultimate control of a fast-moving vehicle.

Recent disclosures – the GM ignition switch defect 
crime and the VW criminal manipulation of software 
regarding toxic emissions – demand the passage of a 
criminal penalty amendment to the 1966 safety law. 
Sens. Richard Blumenthal, D-CT, and Edward Mar-
key, D-MA, have introduced such a bill – S. 900 – but 
it is blocked by soft-on-corporate-crime Republicans.

The consumer advocates’ struggle to save lives on 
the highway, including those of pedestrians and mo-
torcyclists, continues. Despite many innovations by 
the automotive suppliers, the bureaucratic auto com-
panies still have that old “not-invented-here” syn-
drome bedeviling them.

Can a young person today, writing a book exposing 
an industry’s chronic abuses, experience such a level 
of Congressional action and recurrent media atten-
tion as was accorded me and my book Unsafe at Any 
Speed?

Very doubtful, without a brand new Congress. The 
Congress doesn’t have enough senators and repre-
sentatives like Sens. Warren Magnuson, Abraham 
Ribicoff, Gaylord Nelson and Rep. John Moss, who 
took on the auto giants and persisted until enact-
ment of the necessary legislation. There is less per-
ceived rumble from the people than in the 1960s.

Also a more corporate media gives us celebrity sto-
ries, sports, natural and man-made violent disasters, 
political horseraces and just plain fluff. News by citi-
zen groups is not a media priority.

Democracy and its result – a more just society – 
is not a spectator sport. People have to organize to 
challenge the forces of injustice. As the great aboli-
tionist, Frederick Douglass said for the ages: “Power 
concedes nothing without a demand. Never has and 
never will.”

© Nader.org
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Jim Hightower

Laboratories Of Democracy

In a 1932 dissenting opinion, Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandeis noted that the benefit of 
America’s federal structure is that “a single cou-
rageous state may, if its citizens choose, serve 

as a laboratory; and try novel social and economic 
experiments without risk to the rest of the country.”

During my two terms as Texas Agriculture Com-
missioner, I was lucky enough to get the chance to 
put the Brandeis proposition into practice. There, we 
succeeded in establishing a broad network of farmers 
markets, providing state certification and labeling for 
organic products, promulgating comprehensive pes-
ticide protections, creating food marketing co-ops, 
encouraging farmers to grow high-value nonconven-
tional crops [from apples to wine grapes], financing 
and developing locally-owned ag processing facilities, 
opening the doors of corporate-controlled commerce 
so small farmers and food artisans could sell their 
products in supermarkets and even in international 
markets, and promoting both water conservation and 
the use of renewable energy sources – Brandeis’ “lab-
oratory” realized!

But – oops – meet unintended consequences of 
Brandeisian theory: The gaggle of small-minded, far-
right extremists who’ve grabbed the levers of guber-
natorial power and established notoriously regres-
sive regimes in Wisconsin, North Carolina, Kansas, 
Florida, Maine, Michigan, Arizona, Oklahoma, Indi-
ana, and Texas. These governors share an uncanny 
uniformity in the policies [written by the American 
Legislative Exchange Council or ALEC] they push 
and the political language they use – as if operating 
from a common plan, advancing the same duo of gov-
ernmental goals:

• To increase the power and profits of the corporate 
interests that put up the campaign cash that keep 
the governors in office by delivering subsidies, no-
bid contracts, special tax breaks, regulatory benefits, 
etc.

• To knock down working-class and poor people by 
such despotic actions as suppressing voter turnout, 
destroying unions, bashing immigrants, militarizing 
police forces, slashing education budgets, corpora-
tizing government programs, cutting human services 

for the needy, holding down wages, using theocratic 
piety to invade women’s bodies and rights, and au-
tocratically pre-empting the democratic authority of 
activist citizens and local governments.

So while state [and local] offices offer myriad op-
portunities to create progressive democratic change, 
those laboratories of democracy are equally avail-
able to Dr. Frankenstein right-wingers [funded by the 
Koch Brothers and their cartel] who seek to engineer 
regressive plutocratic changes. And in recent years 
the forces of corporate rule have been building a na-
tional political structure that – brick by brick – locks 
in plutocratic power. Key to this scheme is systemi-
cally investing in the takeover of such state posts 
as governorships, legislatures, judges, redistricting 
boards, and regulatory agencies.

Meanwhile, liberal strategists, funders and politi-
cal operatives have largely avoided the gritty work of 
building democratic power through state campaigns. 
Instead, they have focused almost exclusively on the 
more glamorous, high-dollar races for President and 
Congress.

The right wing has recognized that while the media 
and both major parties are riveted on this year’s ma-
cabre [thanks to The Donald] contest for the White 
House, that’s hardly the only race that matters – and 
at least one progressive leader agrees: “Trump and 
Hillary are taking up all the oxygen,” says Nick Ra-
thod, head of State Innovation Exchange, a policy 
consortium. “But, really,” he explains, “where policy 
making is getting done is the states.”

Having lost 913 state legislative seats since 2010, 
Democrats should be crying Mayday, for Republi-
cans now control 68 of America’s 99 state legislative 
chambers – more than any time in our history. This 
includes 23 “trifecta” states where the GOP controls 
the governor’s office and both legislative chambers. 
In case the Democratic Party needs a Civics 101 re-
fresher course, these state chambers will be redraw-
ing – i.e., gerrymandering – congressional districts 
following the 2020 census.

So, perhaps it’s time for the Democrats’ strategic 
geniuses and the rest of us to pay a bit more atten-
tion to state rep/senate races.



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 33

Donnie Is A Trumpist,
Not A Populist

To many hard-working people, this is a time of 
economic uncertainty. Thus, it is important 
to point out that America’s superrich are in-
tentionally and brazenly knocking down the 

middle class and poor to further enrich themselves. 
They are aided by clueless, corrupt politicians who 
don’t care about the future of ordinary Americans or 
of America itself.

In these hard times, along comes Donald J. Trump, 
a swaggering billionaire braggart promising greatness 
by goading working-class white people into mollify-
ing their pain and anxiety by despising those “other 
people” situated near them on the social-economic 
ladder.

The media establishment has erroneously put the 
“populist” crown on Trump, endorsing his absurd as-
sertion that he might be a billionaire, but he’s “our” 
billionaire, fighting for us commoners!

I’m not telling anyone how to vote, and I certainly 
understand the inclination to grab the biggest stick 
you can find to whack the bejeezus out of those hold-
ing you and your family down. Trump has sold him-
self as the biggest, baddest stick around, the “outsid-
er” who pummeled Jeb!, Marco, Ted, and the entire 

Republican establishment.
But I am here to say, don’t be a sucker. There’s not 

a single populist muscle in Donnie’s whole plutocrat-
ic body. He will sell out wage earners, small business 
people, and anyone else to serve his own needs or 
whims, as his lifelong record [as opposed to his re-
cent rhetoric] reveals.

Donnie learned from Daddy Fred, who built his 
son’s inherited fortune by milking federal housing 
programs in the 1940s and ‘50s, and then – as the 
landlord of these New York City apartments – fla-
grantly discriminated against black applicants.

One of Fred’s tenants was Woody Guthrie, who was 
so appalled, he wrote about Trump’s greed and rac-
ism. Donnie has enhanced his fortune by emulating 
his father’s business ethics, including engaging in 
wage theft, outsourcing his clothing line and other 
brand-name products to such low-wage countries as 
China and Vietnam, and underpaying undocumented 
immigrants engaged in dangerous construction work 
on his luxury projects. Also, as of this summer, Trump 
or his companies were defendants in 1,300 lawsuits 
– many of which were over stiffing cabinet makers, 

What Can You Possibly Buy
For 47 Cents These Days?

Although most of us take it for granted, 
America’s postal service is an amazing bar-
gain. For only 47 cents, you can purchase A 
“Forever” postage stamp.

Buy one 47-cent stamp, and postal workers will 
deliver your envelope to any address in the country 
by plane, train, bus, boat, truck, car, bike, pushcart, 
mule, on-foot or all of the above. Stick it on a letter, 
document or other missive, and our phenomenal net-
work of postal workers and letter carriers will deliver 
it within a few days right to the specific mailbox of 
your addressee in any of the approximately 43,000 
zip codes covering every nook and cranny of this vast 
country. For 47 cents! 

Also, that “Forever” stamp from our public postal 
service means it’s good for first-class delivery next 
year, next decade or forever – protecting you from fu-
ture increases in stamp prices. What a deal!

But to really get your money’s worth, mail some-
thing to someone in this zip code: 48222.

That’s the only floating zip code in the U.S. It’s a 
45-foot mail boat that has been a registered U.S. Post 
Office since 1948. Named the J.W. Westcott II, this 
postal boat is the mail box for crew members work-
ing aboard the giant freighters hauling grain, iron ore 
and other commodities across the five great lakes. 
Except for loading at one port, then unloading hun-
dreds of miles away, these long-haul merchant ships 
never stop, with crews stuck on board for weeks.

So the Westcott, based near Detroit, chugs out to 
deliver letters and packages as each of the freighters 
passes by. The skilled pilots of the mail boat maneu-
ver it right up against a steep steel side of the mov-
ing freight vessels, keeping perfect pace with the big 
ships’ speed.

Then, in a very low-tech [but highly-efficient] de-
livery technique, someone on the freighter lowers 
a bucket tied to a rope down to the Westcott. The 
mail boat pilot puts a bag of letters and packages ad-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34
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Trumpist

plumbers and other small business suppliers.
Candidate Trump grandiosely says he’ll lift up the 

middle class, but his proposed economic policies 
would do the opposite by expanding the GOP’s old 
anti-labor agenda: giving massive new tax cuts to cor-
porations and the rich, slashing public spending on 
programs that working families rely on, and embrac-
ing the laissez-faire ideological claptrap that Tea Par-
ty Republicans mindlessly repeat in their ceaseless 
efforts to drive down wages.

On the minimum wage, he’s taken more positions 
than you’ll find in the “Kama Sutra.” First, he said 
$7.25 an hour was already too much; then he called 
for abolishing the wage floor entirely; then he mused 
that he might be open to an increase [but certainly 
not the $15-an-hour living wage that worker activists 
are fighting for].

Even Trump’s “rock-solid” opposition to NAFTA, 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, and other trade scams 
now looks to be a political bait-and-switch fraud, as 
indicated by his choice of Indiana Gov. Mike Pence to 
be his VP and top policy “partner.” Pence is a notori-
ous free-trade fanatic who pushed zealously to pass 
all eight trade deals that came before him while in 
Congress, and he’s been lobbying hard this year for 

passage of the TPP.
Now, consider whom he’s vilifying, mocking and bul-

lying at his rallies and in his tweets. Overwhelmingly, 
they are terrorized migrants, Mexican immigrants he 
labels “rapists,” black protestors experiencing police 
brutality, disabled individuals, and so on.

This pampered son of privilege wants America’s 
hard-hit, angry working people to elect him because 
he demonstrates the “courage” to be politically in-
correct by kicking the poor, the powerless, and the 
marginalized. Since he’s willing to do that, how long 
will it take him to throw those workers into the ditch, 
too?

Some might see Trump as a brilliant, can-do cor-
porate chieftain [though his multiple bankruptcies 
among other business disasters make that assess-
ment doubtful]. Or they might be tempted to cast a 
protest vote to throw the political class into disarray.

But people should consider the consequences and 
not fool themselves into thinking Trump’s a populist 
who’ll be on our side. In his heart, mind, and whole 
being, the central political truth about Trump is that 
he’s foremost a Trumpist – of, by and for himself. – 
Jim Hightower

Postal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33

dressed to people on that ship into the bucket, which 
is pulled back up, and then the little boat peels away 
from the freighter. Now that’s service!

The official motto of the 48222 zip code is “mail by 
the pail.” It’s all part of our public Post Office’s amaz-
ing commitment to deliver service to all – not just to 
the rich and the easy-to-reach.

But look out, for a deal-breaker looms over your 
post office. A cabal of corporate predators and Koch-
headed ideologues have been scheming for years to 
take “public” out of this public agency and strip “ser-
vice” out of the U.S. Postal Service. The most effec-
tive ploy of these price-gouging privatizers has been 
a diabolical Big Lie – a massive PR hoax to depict this 
essential public service as a hopeless money loser, 
sucking billions from taxpayers every year.

Unfortunately, our lazy media establishment keeps 
spreading their lie. Here’s an August New York Times 
article falsely asserting that “the Postal Service has 
sunk deeper underwater – net losses for the second 
quarter of 2016 were $2 billion.”

Bovine excrement! In fact, our Post Offices earned 
$1.3 billion in profit so far this year, making this year 
the fourth straight that it has operated in the black. 

The discrepancy stems from phony paper losses 
manufactured by corporate lobbyists and right-wing 
lawmakers who’ve insisted since 2006 that the Postal 
Service must prefund retiree health benefits for 75 
years in the future. No other agency and no corpora-
tion operates under this absurd and totally unneces-
sary burden, which adds billions of dollars in fiction-
al costs to the agency’s balance sheet.

Here’s another reality the sloppy corporate media 
ignores: Our postal network costs taxpayers zero, for 
we consumers finance its operations by purchasing 
those stamps and other services. It’s time to put a 
Forever stamp on this public jewel. – Jim Hightower
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States Moving To Ban Death Penalty
BY FROMA HARROP

Most of the civilized world has come to re-
gard killing someone held in captivity as 
barbaric. The death penalty has been abol-
ished in the European Union and 19 U.S. 

states. Governors in four states that do permit capital 
punishment – Colorado, Oregon, Pennsylvania and 
Washington – have imposed a moratorium on execu-
tions.

The rest of America is getting there. For the first 
time in almost 50 years, less than half the public 
supports the death penalty, according to a new Pew 
Research Center survey. Even states that still put in-
mates to death seem to be losing the stomach for it. 
The United States is set to carry out fewer executions 
this year than it has since the early ‘90s.

This November, voters in two very different places, 

Nebraska and California, will have an opportunity to 
remove state-sanctioned killing from their books. 
[Going the other way, a referendum in Oklahoma 
calls for amending the state constitution to protect 
the use of the death penalty.]

The most heated battle over the death penalty has 
taken place in Nebraska. It’s also the most signifi-
cant one, for it shows how conflicted even conser-
vative Americans have become over the practice. 
In fact, Nebraska hasn’t performed an execution in 
nearly 20 years. Conservatives in red states such as 
Missouri, Kentucky, Kansas, Wyoming and South 
Dakota, meanwhile, have sponsored bills to end the 
death penalty.

In Nebraska, lawmakers from both parties voted 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 47
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Fighting 40 Years Of Class
Discrimination On Abortion

BY KATIE KLABUSICH

As the Hyde Amendment recently turned 40, 
activists and legislators are seeking to per-
manently end the prohibition on federal 
funds from covering abortion care. Accord-

ing to sexual and reproductive health rights nonprof-
it group the Guttmacher Institute, between 18% and 
35% of people insured by the federal Medicaid pro-
gram who have experienced an unwanted pregnancy 
have been forced against their will to carry that preg-
nancy to term under Hyde.

Penned by former Rep. Henry Hyde, R-IL, the Hyde 
Amendment has been added to every federal budget 
since 1976 and signed into law by every president 
regardless of party – making presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton’s vocal opposition to the amendment 
this January historic.

“I believe we need to protect access to safe and le-

gal abortion – not just in principle, but in practice. 
Any right that requires you to take extraordinary 
measures to access it is no right at all,” Clinton de-
clared at a New Hampshire campaign rally. “Not when 
patients and providers have to endure harassment 
and intimidation just to walk into a health center. 
Not when making an appointment means taking time 
off from work, finding childcare and driving halfway 
across your state. Not when providers are required by 
state law to recite misleading information to women 
in order to shame and scare them. And not as long as 
we have laws on the book like the Hyde Amendment 
making it harder for low-income women to exercise 
their full rights.”

The Democratic Party platform committee adopted 
a similarly uncompromising position – also a first 
– after hearing from reproductive justice advocates. 
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The Democratic Party platform reads: “We will con-
tinue to oppose – and seek to overturn – federal and 
state laws and policies that impede a woman’s access 
to abortion, including by repealing the Hyde Amend-
ment.”

But even with voter support for abortion rights at 
an all-time high – 86% percent of voters agree access 
shouldn’t be denied due to a person’s economic situ-
ation – many campaign positions and party platforms 
don’t guarantee action post-election. The question 
remains: how do we end Hyde for good?

The Hyde Amendment has only ever had one 
purpose: to prevent as many abortions as 
possible. Hyde told his colleagues during a 
congressional debate over Medicaid funding 

in 1977: “I certainly would like to prevent, if I could 
legally, anybody having an abortion, a rich woman, a 
middle-class woman, or a poor woman. Unfortunate-
ly, the only vehicle available is the ... Medicaid bill.”

Over the years, other federal insurance programs 
have been added to the list, increasing the number of 
people denied the human right to bodily autonomy. 
TRICARE, which serves active duty military person-
nel, retired personnel and their families; all federal 
employees; residents of the District of Columbia; 
Children’s Health Insurance Program [CHIP] enroll-
ees; those serving time in federal prison; members of 
the Peace Corps; and the clinics that are part of The 
Indian Health Service [HIS] all deny those they insure 
access to abortion care with rare exceptions for the 
patient’s health.

Due to the makeup of these groups, low-income 
people of color are disproportionately affected by 
Hyde. Those who are already discriminated against 
have shouldered the burden of being the political 
tradeoff, even during a time of health insurance ac-
cess expansion. Twenty-five states prohibit abortion 
coverage on their health insurance marketplaces be-
yond the limited cases of rape, incest and life endan-
germent.

Outspoken abortion advocate Rep. Barbara Lee, 
D-CA, told Truthout that now is the time to end the 
practice of denying health care to those who need it.

“By including language to repeal the discrimina-
tory Hyde Amendment in the platform, Democrats 
are going on [the offensive] to ensure all women can 
exercise their constitutional right to abortion care,” 
said Lee. “Accessible, affordable reproductive health-
care is a human right. All women, no matter their in-
come, employer or ZIP code, should be able to make 
the health care decisions that are right for them and 
their family.”

Destiny Lopez, co-director of the All* Above 
All coalition seeking to lift abortion cover-
age bans, was one of those who advocated 
for ending Hyde to become part of the Dem-

ocratic platform.
“The partisan rancor about abortion politics often 

masks the truth that the American people want abor-
tion to be safe, legal and accessible. Even those who 

personally oppose abortion generally don’t want poli-
ticians making these personal decisions for a wom-
an,” Lopez told Truthout. “All* Above All Action Fund 
is proud to have provided testimony to the platform 
committee of the Democratic National Committee – 
and proud that the platform reflects an unprecedent-
ed commitment to lifting coverage bans.”

Lee, her colleague Jan Schakowsky, D-IL, and All* 
Above All have been working to build support for fed-
eral legislation that would do just that. However, she 
concedes that even though more than one quarter of 
the House of Representatives has signed on in sup-
port, that isn’t enough to make the bill law.

“Last year, I introduced the EACH [Equal Access 
to Abortion Coverage in Health Insurance] Woman 
Act to repeal the Hyde Amendment and ensure all 
women have access to a full range of reproductive 
health options, including abortion. We now have 120 
co-sponsors [122 total representatives including Lee 
and Schakowsky], but we still need to keep raising 
our voices and building a coalition to end Hyde,” said 
Lee. “The American people are broadly in support of 
ending this discriminatory practice that dispropor-
tionately hurts poor women, students and women 
of color. Eighty-six percent of Americans agree that 
politicians shouldn’t be able to deny women health 
coverage because [they’re] poor. These Americans 
need to continue raising their voices and demanding 
an end to this injustice.”

Hyde could technically be taken off the books sim-
ply by a presidential pen stroke. It is an amendment 
to the federal budget, which means it expires when 
the current federal budget expires. If all proceeds 
according to the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, 
which created the outline used for building the “bud-
get resolution” with input from the White House as 
well as Congress, each new budget begins with the 
new fiscal year Oct. 1. The detailed proposal from the 
president which kicks off budget negotiations could 
include a hard line that any congressional budget 
resolution with Hyde-like language attached would 
be returned.

A continued refusal to sign budget legislation with 
abortion coverage bans would result in the Hyde 
Amendment becoming history. Should Republicans 
be consistent in following their recent strategy re-
garding the federal budget, a firm refusal to sign such 
legislation could result in a government shutdown, 
but it is an option that a new president could use 
unilaterally. This approach would be effective imme-
diately, but it would not ensure protections beyond 
that president’s tenure or will to have such a fight 
with Congress on an annual basis. It would, however, 
be one of the first opportunities to tackle the issue, 
as a president’s initial budget proposals are supposed 
to come by the first Monday in February. Though de-
lays in sending proposals to Congress are common 
following the inauguration of a new president, the 
budget is among the first tasks of a new administra-
tion due to the schedule outlined in federal law. And 
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refusing to sign a budget with coverage bans would 
not preclude supporting more lasting legislation.

There’s no word from the Clinton campaign on 
which approach she will take to confronting Hyde. 
Her campaign website says only that “[s]he will repeal 
the Hyde amendment to ensure low-income women 
have access to safe reproductive health care,” and 
the campaign didn’t respond to Truthout’s requests 
for details and clarification on specific policies and/
or actions that would achieve that goal.

Both activists and state-level legislators are gearing 
up to press her on accomplishing this goal should 
she win in November.

“We should demand that all our candidates make 
clear their views on abortion coverage bans and it’s 
up to us to hold them accountable to the pledges 
they’ve made,” said Lopez, who wants to see Clinton 
“take a strong stand” against Hyde in her very first 
budget. “Our nation’s leaders need to recognize, as 
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton has, that bans 
on abortion coverage are bad policy, bad politics, and 
that voters are paying attention.”

The city council of Ithaca, NY, recently did its 
part to increase the pressure against restric-
tions on abortion coverage. Joining locali-
ties around the country, such as Cook Coun-

ty, IL; Cambridge, MA; New York; Philadelphia; Travis 
County, TX; Seattle; and Madison, WI, the Ithaca city 
council passed a resolution calling on Congress and 
President Obama to enact the EACH Woman Act to 
repeal current and prohibit future insurance bans on 
abortion coverage – including those funded by federal 
dollars.

Planned Parenthood of the Southern Finger Lakes, 
which operates a full-spectrum reproductive health 
care facility in Ithaca, praised the resolution via press 
release following the vote.

“For too long, politicians across the country have 
interfered in women’s health decisions by restrict-
ing insurance coverage for abortion care in public 
insurance, impacting women enrolled in Medicaid, 
state and federal employees, Peace Corps members, 
beneficiaries of Indian Health Services, and military 
insurance programs,” said Planned Parenthood of 
the Southern Finger Lakes interim CEO Angela Rid-
dell. “New York has helped fill the need for our own 
residents by providing coverage to women enrolled 
in Medicaid, but a woman’s ability to make decisions 
about whether to parent shouldn’t be based on what 
state she lives in.”

According to Guttmacher, only 17 states buck the 
national trend of only paying for abortion in cases of 
life endangerment, rape and incest. While four states 
use their Medicaid funds voluntarily, 13 only do so 
because of court orders. Because so few municipali-
ties and state legislatures have been willing to be 
bold on abortion care, every governmental group that 
passes proactive laws or resolutions is an important 
standout.

As history has proven on other issues over the 

years, building political will to match high voter 
support is a challenge for advocates of all types – a 
challenge made easier when legislators see their col-
leagues taking action.

“This is a movement that’s bigger than politics or 
any one election – and that means building an eco-
system of social change,” said Lopez. “We need a 
bold policy agenda and champions willing to carry 
it forward; we need organizing at the local and state 
level; we need innovative and culturally-competent 
campaigns to transform the way we think and talk 
about abortion. The good news is all of these piec-
es are coming together, and our collective unity and 
strength are greater than ever before.”

Awareness about Hyde and other abortion re-
strictions is growing, thanks in part to ex-
treme rhetoric against abortion from candi-
dates during this and the past few election 

cycles, and now is the time to offer voters alternatives 
to support. Activists continue to focus on awareness 
through campaigns, storytelling, and going hard at 
legislators and candidates who don’t vocally support 
abortion access.

“One of our biggest hurdles is that many people still 
don’t know how deeply abortion coverage bans are 
harming women and communities, so the first step is 
to spread the word,” said Lopez. “Get informed and 
make sure your friends and family know about these 
policies. Injustice flourishes where silence reigns.”

Lopez also emphasizes vigilance: “As we’ve seen 
in the years since Roe v. Wade, there will always be 
those who try to reverse progress and undo our good 
work. When Donald Trump says he wants to punish 
women for the decision to have an abortion, we’re all 
appalled – but we need to recognize that the Hyde 
Amendment actually makes good on those awful 
promises. Fortunately, the new American majority is 
ready to help us hold onto and attain even more gains 
for women’s health and reproductive justice.”

Young people of color have been leading the repro-
ductive justice movement to make Hyde a mainstream 
issue in policy development. While the Clinton cam-
paign didn’t respond to requests from Truthout about 
plans to include these advocates in decisions about 
potential policies and/or legislation should she win 
the presidency, Lopez remains optimistic and makes 
it clear that the White House isn’t the only target for 
abortion advocates.

“It is my ardent hope that all our elected officials 
– from the White House to the school board – seek 
and listen to the advice of women of color leading 
social justice movements across this country,” she 
said. “As we wrestle with issues of economic, gender 
and racial justice in particular, the perspectives and 
leadership of women of color must be at the center of 
our policymaking.” 

Katie Klabusich is a contributing writer for The Es-
tablishment and host of The Katie Speak Show on 
Netroots Radio.

© Truthout
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In recent years, the 
bipartisan push for 
criminal justice re-
form has been fueled 

in large part by the as-
tronomical price tag that 
comes with mass incar-
ceration. Locking people 
up in federal, state, and 
local correctional facili-
ties costs the govern-
ment a whopping $80 bil-
lion, and taxpayers end 
up footing the bill.

But a Washington Uni-
versity study released 
in July projects that the 
price tag touted by advo-
cates of reform is a mere 
fraction of the actual 
cost of mass incarcera-
tion.

When the financial 
toll on social welfare is 
taken into account, the 

True Cost Of  Mass
Incarceration Exceeds $1 Trillion

working paper estimated the cost of mass incarcera-
tion exceeds $1 trillion.

According to researchers Carrie Pettus-Davis and 
Michael McLaughlin, the incarcerated population 
misses out on $70.5 billion in lost wages. While pre-
vious studies show that former prisoners less likely 
to be hired, and make significantly less money than 
their colleagues when they do secure jobs, Pettus-
Davis and McLaughlin concluded that reduced wages 
add up to $230 billion in lost earnings.

Families who have loved ones in prison also shoul-
der the financial load. The amount of time it takes 
people to visit their family members, instead of work-
ing, results in $1 billion of lost revenue, researchers 
found. 

Relatives spend an exorbitant amount of money 
traveling to and from correctional facilities, and com-
municating with prisoners from afar. Consequently, 
families incur $5 billion of so-called “criminal justice 
debt,” annually, and pay $513 million a year.

The correctional system also costs hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in future crime.

Prisons and jails “[reinforce] behavior and survival 
strategies that are manipulative outside the prison 
environment,” according to the paper, so people who 
are released back into society tend to fall back into 
criminal activity. That “criminogenic nature of pris-

on” costs society $285.8 billion. 
Children, who are also more likely to end up in the 

criminal justice system if a parent has done time, 
generate another $131 billion in criminality costs.

Homelessness among former prisoners, eviction 
rates due to lost income, and the mental and physi-
cal health of prisoners and their family members also 
lead to billions in taxpayer money and lost revenue.

While the body of research about the costs of pris-
on and jails is robust – and growing – Pettus-Davis 
and McLaughlin are the first researchers ever to give 
an estimate that accounts for the total societal cost 
of mass incarceration.

“We find that for every dollar in corrections costs, 
incarceration generates an additional $10 in social 
costs,” Pettus-Davis told The Source. “More than half 
of the costs are borne by families, children and com-
munity members who have committed no crime.”

Ultimately, the social cost of mass incarceration is 
11 times higher than total spent on the corrections 
system itself.

“This is important because it suggests that the true 
cost of incarceration has been grossly underestimat-
ed, perhaps resulting in a level of incarceration be-
yond that which is socially optimal,” the report con-
cluded. 

– Carimah Townes/ThinkProgress
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Books

The Hillbilly Election
HILLBILLY ELEGY
A Memoir Of A Family And Culture In Crisis
By J.D. Vance
HarperCollins Publishers
272 pages, $27.99

BY JON KATZ

The tragedy of Donald Trump is that his er-
ratic behavior almost continuously obscures 
the fact that he has brought into the light the 
wrenching collapse of the white underclass 

and its resulting contempt for our media and political 
system. Our media utterly failed to see this coming, 
and has yet to fully understand or explain it.

While Trump supporters are many and diverse, sur-
vey after survey has found that disaffected working 
class whites are the core of his movement.

If you want to understand why there is a Trump 
so close to the White House rather than simply fret 
about it, I’d recommend a fascinating best-selling 
book by J.D. Vance, it’s called Hillbilly Elegy: A Mem-
oir Of A Family And Culture In Crisis.

These are the people we see at those rallies cheer-
ing wildly at Trump’s speeches for forgiving him his 
trespasses. These are the people who see the cham-
pion they have been waiting for. They can’t wait for 
him to blow up – or shake up – the system that has 
cast them aside.

Vance, 31, is a graduate of the Yale Law School and 
a practicing attorney. He is a self-described hillbilly, 
his family came from Kentucky and moved early in 
his life to Middletown, OH.

Hillbilly Elegy is a thoughtful and compassion-
ate analysis of the white underclass that has been 
moving towards rebellion while journalists and poli-
ticians were focused almost exclusively on the lib-
eration and social movements now shaping, even 
dominating, American culture – African-Americans, 
women, techno-geeks, Latinos, gays and lesbians, 
trans people and immigrants.

Our elected leaders somehow failed to notice that 
white working-class Americans were falling into de-
spair, suffering shorter life spans, endemic unem-
ployment, runaway drug addiction, growing poverty 
and climbing suicide rates. In many ways, they are 
in as much trouble as any other embattled minority.

“I began to see the world as Mamaw (Vance’s grand-
mother) did,” writes Vance. “I was scared, confused, 
angry and heartbroken. I’d blame large businesses 

for closing up shop and moving overseas, and then I’d 
wonder if I might have done the same thing. I’d curse 
our government for not helping enough, and then I’d 
wonder if, in its attempts to help, it actually made the 
problems worse.”

All the while Vance saw the disintegration of fami-
lies, epidemic drug and alcohol addiction, brutal 
violence, and deepening poverty all building around 
him, engulfing the white industrial working class. 
The men of Vance’s world were proud of their good 
factory and mill jobs, and the stable life they brought. 
Today, there are no good jobs left in these towns, the 
unions are bleeding to death, there are only strug-
gling and shell-shocked people.

A culture that had rejected traditional journalism 
and conventional politics and is suspicious of au-
thority was ripe for a demagogue to come along, fan 
the flames, and speak more directly and intuitively 
to them than anyone ever had, just at the moment of 
their greatest distress.

It was a perfect storm, each looking for the other.
The picture Vance paints of his family and the hill-

billy culture that spread from Appalachia to the fac-
tories and middle-class lifestyles of the Midwest is 
heartbreaking. These are the people variously called 
hillbillies, rednecks, white-trash. They have, in fact, 
been left behind. It is easy to understand their anger.

Poverty, he writes, was the family tradition. I’ve 
heard many people say this election is about the last 
stand of the angry white man, but I see that this group 
suffers from its own kind of cultural racism. Who has 
a good word to say about angry white men, and who 
is more stereotyped?

Vance’s family, like so many others, moved from 
Kentucky and the Appalachian states to what we 
now call the Rust Belt for the good factory jobs that 
brought them unprecedented prosperity and the mid-
dle-class life that had eluded them in the impover-
ished rural towns and valleys – hollows, Vance calls 
them – that they came from. Their ascent did not last 
long.

In the past quarter-century, their new communities 
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began to deteriorate. The new glob-
al economy decimated town after 
town, left malls and downtowns 
vacant and houses unsalable.

Nobody lifted a finger to help 
them through the great transition.

Vance’s description of his own 
family – the mix of tragedy, pover-
ty, love, dislocation and violence – 
is harrowing. He credits his grand-
mother with saving his life, the 
Marines with giving him a sense 
of hope and responsibility, and of 
sparking his rare journey out of 
the hillbilly culture into Yale and 
beyond.

Most of the people he grew up 
with and left behind are not so 
lucky.

Although Vance admirably 
spares us political cant and hec-
toring – people on either side of 
the political spectrum will be com-
fortable reading it, I sure was – the 
book has a distinctively conserva-
tive message.

Vance is a contributor to the Na-
tional Review and works in a Sili-
con Valley investment firm.

He has no solutions to offer. He 
says several times that he feels the 
problems of the white working un-
derclass are beyond the ability of 
government to fix, and he suggests 
the white poor take more respon-
sibility for themselves and their 
lives, as he did.

To me, this smacks a bit of blam-
ing the victims. Vance was lucky 
and resourceful, not everyone is.

I can’t say I came out of the book 
feeling hopeful about democracy 
at the moment, and I wonder if 
there isn’t a single thing govern-
ment might do to help these peo-
ple, to raise them up. They are the 
left behind. 

Are we expecting too much from 
government?

For the hillbillies, their middle-
class life vanished, the system no 
longer had much to do with them, 
they have no stake in it, even 
though Vance describes them as 
being intensely patriotic.

I am much struck by Trump’s 
ability to speak so directly to this 
culture, and see how much they 
trust him. He can do no wrong, as 
if they see him as their last chance.

I’m not sure if this stems from 
shared rage and anger, or a genu-
ine empathy from Trump for the 
people we have forgotten. Vance 
reminds us that the people he grew 
up with have watched for years as 
other people and identities seem 
to draw so much support and at-

tention while they receive almost 
none. 

In a sense, Donald Trump was al-
most inevitable.
Jon Katz is a veteran newsman-
turned-author who lives in up-
state New York.

BedlamFarm.com
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Freedom
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 29

silent disapproval from others.
What must one do and not do to remain in the good 

graces of one’s fellow Americans?
Early in my first parish appointment – it seems 

many an eon ago – I had become a kind of hero to the 
local librarian because I read books[?]. The upshot 
was that I was asked to fill a vacancy on the library 
board and gladly accepted. 

At the first meeting I attended, the president called 
the members to order then turned to me and, with 
a saccharine smile, said, “You will now lead us in 
prayer.”

Somewhat flummoxed, I was under the impression 
that the library was a municipal entity operating un-
der the First Amendment separation of church and 
state. I said as much in politely declining to inform 
God that we were convened and ready to do business. 

I was not notified of the next meeting and got the 
hint.

I heard all about it, too, in terms that cast me as 
an ungrateful young whippersnapper who thought he 
knew better. Well, I thought I did. That got me no-
where, and, though I continued to be a patron of the 
library, I could feel the chill every time thereafter 
when I went to check out a book or two. I was free 
but would pay the social price for it.

In those same years, I was to rotate with other vil-
lage clergy to offer invocations and benedictions at 
baccalaureates, commencements and other civic ob-
servances. I explained that I did not pray in public. 
Obviously, there was no future in saying that I did not 
pray outside of a liturgical setting, either.

At one baccalaureate, I used the time set aside for 
the invocation to speak with reverence of the works 
of great philosophers whom the graduates headed for 
college surely would encounter. I was criticized for 
that – and probably fairly – as not only did I fail to 
mention God but was seen as ignoring those gradu-
ates who were not going on to college.

Then came the war in Vietnam and the beginning of 
the end of Jim Crow and all both did to sully the na-

tion and its emblems. The ubiquitous display of the 
Stars and Stripes at that time did what the display of 
the Confederate flag is meant to do now: be in your 
face.

In the downtown Detroit parish where I was by then 
the assistant priest, I had a dispute with my boss 
about his insistence that “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” be sung at the beginning of every Sunday ser-
vice. He argued from such high ground that there was 
no getting up onto it. 

Finally, I talked him into one stanza of “My Country 
‘Tis of Thee.” He insisted that an altar boy stand in 
the midst of the chancel holding aloft the American 
flag as the hymn was sung. 

I disappeared into the sacristy during that liturgi-
cal oddity with Exodus 20: 3-5 bearing down on my 
conscience: “You shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol ... in the form 
of anything ... You shall not bow down to them ...”

And so it went, and so it goes.
Does the idea of freedom, the sense of which can 

be inferred from the American story, include the lib-
erty to decline the public display of patriotic signs or 
symbols? 

Is there respect for those of us who would rather 
not do what is customary in that regard?

If not, maybe “land of the free” is an inapt descrip-
tion of the nation. As long as you are likely to pay a 
social price for silence when words are expected or 
for remaining seated when standing is the norm, it 
may well be that America turns out to be “the home 
of the brave” in a somewhat different way than Fran-
cis Scott Key may have conceived of it.
Harry T. Cook is a Michigan-based Episcopal priest, 
journalist and author.

* – “under God” was inserted in the text of the 
Pledge in June 1954, when then-President Eisenhow-
er signed a bill requiring same. It had first been spon-
sored in the House of Representatives by Michigan 
Congressman Louis Rabaut and, after initial failure, 
was re-introduced by yet another Michigan congress-

man, Charles Oakman, and passed. 
The idea seemed to have been that 
“godless communism” was an en-
emy of America.
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result, future generations of students are increasing-
ly less likely to want to attend a campus that boasts 
of its narrow-mindedness and institutionalized big-
otry.

Guns
One of the more preposterous claims in a presi-

dential election year replete with preposterousness 
is that Hillary Clinton wants to abolish the Second 
Amendment.

She has said no such thing. Not even hinted at it. 
But it’s an article of faith among Hillary haters. Just 
like it was for eight years with those who despise 
Barack Obama. Still, the Second Amendment sur-
vives.

Unfortunately, the overheated rhetoric thwarts 
meaningful conversation about the gun violence that 
plagues America – and, more specifically, Oklahoma.

Rather than soberly discussing common sense 
public policies aimed at making it more difficult for 
evil-doers or the mentally ill to get their hands on 
weaponry, paranoia sets the agenda, especially on the 
political right.

Enough.
A new study finds Oklahoma is fourth nationally in 

the rate of women killed by men. Not all such inci-
dents involve firearms, of course. But many do.

In 2014, 38 women were killed by men in Oklahoma 
– a rate of 1.94 per 100,000, according to the Wash-
ington, DC-based Violence Policy Center.

That was no anomaly. It was the fourth consecutive 
year Oklahoma ranked among the Top Ten states for 
men killing women.

Overall in 2014, Oklahoma had the nation’s 10th 
highest rate of firearm-related fatalities – 15.8 per 
100,000 people.

When Oklahoma’s major college football teams fall 
to the bottom of – or out of – the nation’s Top 25, it 
ignites intense public debate. When there is an epi-
demic of gun violence, it elicits … what? … yawns?

Worse, the more fringe elements in the Oklahoma 
Legislature appear hell-bent on lifting almost any re-
striction on gun ownership.

Despite all the “only thing that stops a bad guy with 
a gun is a good guy with a gun” rhetoric, it’s doubt-
ful most Oklahomans would trade modernity for the 
Wild West.

Indeed, there’s evidence that – once again – rank-
and-file state residents are ahead of their elected elite 
on this issue.

Did you see the recent statewide SoonerPoll, con-
ducted in cooperation with the Oklahoman? It found 
that nearly nine in 10 surveyed would support a fed-

eral law requiring background checks for all gun pur-
chases.

Liberals, moderates, conservatives. Urban residents 
and rural. Doesn’t matter. Nearly 80% or more in each 
philosophical and demographic silo were on board.

In the public square, it’s common sense. In the 
Republican-dominated Legislature, it’s deemed to be 
one step from tyranny.
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Observerscope

Laurel: To former Rep. Joe Dorman, named new 
CEO of the Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy. 
Excellent choice!

Still scrambling to understand the state’s fiscal 
woes? Check out the University of Central Oklaho-
ma’s Oct. 13 forum “Oklahoma’s Budget Crisis” from 
7-9 p.m. in the Pegasus Theater. Call 405.974.5353 
for more details.

The deadline passed with no challenges to the med-
ical marijuana petition. Now it’s up to Gov. Mary Fal-
lin to decide when it appears on statewide ballot.

The Observer’s Newsmakers Series is expanding to 
Tulsa this month. Join us Oct. 13 at Circle Cinema, 
10 S. Lewis, from 6-7 p.m. for lively discussion on 
criminal justice reform and the future of the death 
penalty in Oklahoma.

Wow! Only 6% of American farmers are younger 
than 35. The National Young Farmers Coalition is 
urging state and federal lawmakers to forgive student 
loans to entice young grads to work in agriculture. – 
High Country News

Think Oklahoma’s general election ballot is long, 
with seven state questions to be decided? California 
voters will consider 18 measures, from banning the 
death penalty to requiring porn actors wear condoms.

Eye-opener: 3% of adults own half the nation’s 
guns, according to researchers at Harvard and North-
eastern universities. – Time

Observer Editor Arnold Hamilton is featured speak-
er at Creek County Democrats meeting Oct. 20, 6 
p.m., at Freddie’s in Sapulpa. He also is emceeing 
Payne County Democrats annual Brayfest, 6 p.m., 
Oct. 22 at Stillwater Community Center.

Fewer than 60 babies were born per 1,000 women 
ages 15-44 during the first quarter of the year – a re-
cord low. Availability of birth control and financial in-
stability cited as two primary reasons. – Centers for 
Disease Control
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Letters

not neutralized but instead is put into cooling ponds 
for storage and eventually loaded into tanker trucks 
and shipped to various communities, including Tul-
sa, and then dripped into the public’s drinking water 
supply. Thus, the phosphate fertilizer industry is us-
ing human bodies for their waste disposal sites for 
this radiated contaminated waste.

This may be new news to some of you but the Tulsa 
City Councilors, especially Phil Lakin Jr. and Blake 
Ewing, are very aware of Tulsa citizens having their 
bodies used as toxic waste disposal sites. Their only 
response to date has been apathy and denial.

As for the Tulsa dentists who also remain unaware, 
apathetic, or ignorant to the harms caused by chron-
ic ingestion of this radioactive and toxic fluorosilicic 
acid … it’s time they get off their rears and wake up 
to the fact that they [we] have all been severely duped 
for over 70 years.

For those of you who will straighten me out that it 
is “safe” to chronically ingest low parts per million of 
radiated contaminated waste chemicals then I would 
suggest you look up the definition of cumulative.

We cannot rely on the Tulsa City Councilors to pro-
tect us from harm here. They have already been given 
several opportunities to do so. It is up to us to end 
this unconscionable behavior.

Jim Maxey, DDS
Tulsa

Editor, The Observer:
Alabama Justice Roy Moore clearly has many sup-

porters for defying on religious grounds the Supreme 
Court ruling that every person has the right to mar-
riage. They feel righteous, but Christians have been 
wrong before.

Christians in America defended slavery for 200 
years on the grounds that, since slavery is in the Bi-
ble, it must be OK with God. Many Christians said 
the Supreme Court defiled marriage in 1967, with the 
decision that people of different races could marry. 
America survived.

Justice Moore and others opposing the Supreme 
Court’s ruling on gay marriage cling to the antiquated 
belief that homosexuality is sinful. 

Do they know that sexual orientation, whether 
straight or gay, has officially been declared normal by 
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the American Medical Association, Psychiatric Asso-
ciation, Psychological Association and National As-
sociation of Social Workers, to name only a few?

Churches and houses of worship may still discrim-
inate however they wish, because our Constitution 
protects the separation of church and state. Outside 
of church, however, even Christians must obey the 
law.

Nathaniel Batchelder
Oklahoma City

Editor’s Note: Nathaniel Batchelder is director of 
the Peace House in Oklahoma City.

Editor, The Observer:
A memo to Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine [cc: Sens. 

Elizabeth Warren, Sherrod Brown and Bernie Sand-
ers]

Subject: Playing Robin Hood.
1. Dress up like Robin Hoods in Hunter’s hats with 

feather.
2. Join Ralph Nader, Warren Buffet, Bill Gates, Mark 

Cuban, Bernie Sanders, the National Nurses United 
and me in supporting the “Robin Hood Tax” on Wall 
Street financial transactions – the sale of stocks, 
bonds and derivatives.

3. Suggest using tax revenue – estimated to be $350 
billion annually – for tuition-free public colleges and 

Fear
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

lem.
That has to change. Those scenarios are based on 

racial prejudice and the narrative today is being driv-
en by our past. 

We as a nation and as a people have to change our 
assumptions on race and race relations. If we are to 
change those two scenarios we have to come to terms 
with the way we think and the things we believe.

Today a lot of racial prejudice and hatred is being 
driven by politicians who use our fears, our preju-
dices and hatred to fuel their political ambitions and 
we are at fault because we allow them to do that. It is 
time for that to stop. 

We must not continue to allow politicians to divide 
us. We for far too long have allowed hatred, bigotry 
and fear to guide our lives and to fuel our assump-
tions. 

They are false assumptions. Whatever our color, 
whatever our religion we are inherently the same. 

We all have fears and those fears are being manipu-
lated and directed. We must quit giving into our fears 
of one another. 

We have much more in common with each other 
than we do not have in common. It is just plain stu-
pid to allow ourselves to be divided by the fear of one 
another simply because of cultural differences, our 
religion or the color of our skin. 

We have to talk to each other and quit letting un-
founded hate and fear drive us. We have to change 
our culture and change the narrative. 

It is time we tell the politicians that seek to divide 
us on racial lines and skin color and religious phi-
losophy to take a hike. We are a better people than 
that and we have to change.

We keep hearing we are a Christian nation. If that 
be true, where are the Christians?
Bob Bearden is a trustee with the Central Oklahoma 
Labor Federation and a member of Mayflower Con-
gregational Church, UCC in Oklahoma City.

universities.
4. A trader can buy and sell millions of dollars of 

financial products each day without paying a cent in 
sales tax.

5. The U.S. had this tax from 1914 to 1966 when it 
was repealed in tax code streamlining.

6. The tax has been reintroduced in the House of 
Representatives by Rep. Keith Ellison, D-MN.

7. This will be small change for banks and big 
change for college kids.

8. The United Kingdom has had a tax on stock 
trades for decades and it has grown robustly.

Virginia Blue Jeans Jenner
Wagoner
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last year to eliminate the death penalty and replace it 
with mandatory life in prison for first-degree murder. 
Nebraska’s pro-capital punishment governor, Pete 
Ricketts, vetoed the bill. The Legislature overturned 
the veto.

Ricketts then pushed a successful petition drive to 
put the matter on the ballot. Nebraskans will vote on 
whether to accept the Legislature’s decision to strike 
the death penalty and instead require life without pa-
role.

The outcome is hard to predict. “In certain issues, 
particularly with a populist strain, Nebraska is not 
nearly as doctrinaire conservative as people might 
think,” Paul Landow, professor of political science at 
the University of Nebraska Omaha, told me.

Ernie Chambers, a progressive from Omaha and the 
longest-serving state senator in Nebraska history, 
has introduced a measure to repeal the death penalty 
37 times. “That kind of persistence has left an indel-
ible mark on the issue,” Landow noted.

In California, a ballot measure to end the death pen-
alty failed four years ago. This time, there are two 

referendums that seem at odds with each other. One 
would abolish the death penalty. The other would 
speed up the appeals process and thus hasten execu-
tions.

The case against the death penalty is well-known by 
now. Capital punishment exposes a state to the moral 
horror of killing an innocent person. Over the past 40 
years, some 156 people on death row have been exon-
erated, many with the help of DNA evidence.

Citing church doctrine on the sanctity of life, the 
Nebraska Catholic Conference is urging voters to re-
tain the repeal of the death penalty. One who opposes 
abortion on “pro-life” grounds, its argument goes, 
must also oppose the death penalty.

There’s little evidence that the death penalty deters 
murder. That leaves the questionable value of retri-
bution – that erasing the monster who committed a 
heinous crime will bring comfort to the victims’ loved 
ones.

More and more survivors are countering this line 
of reasoning. Despite having suffered immeasurably, 
they hold that executing the criminal would just add 
to the toll. The state would somehow be justifying the 
crime of murder by committing it.

The movement away from capital punishment is 
clearly gathering force. This is one good direction in 
which our history is moving.
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October 13, 2016

6-7 p.m.
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Join Observer Editor Arnold Hamilton
for a lively, one-hour, pre-election conversation

about criminal justice reform and the death penalty 
with former House Speaker Kris Steele,

Dr. William Tabbernee and other special guests.
Admission is free.
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