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Trump Presidency, Rural Wipeout Leaves
OK Democrats Singing Red State Blues

Believe it or not, there were silver linings in 
the election results that signal better days 
ahead for progressives. What happened 
and why? And how can you fight back in 
the dark days ahead? Our Election Special 
Report begins on Page 6.
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No Joy In Schoolville
We may never know how much the felony charges against state Super-

intendent Joy Hofmeister and four others impacted the vote on SQ 779, 
if at all. But the timing was curious – arguably even suspicious.

Nothing muddies the political waters like splattering the state’s pub-
lic school chief on the eve of a profoundly important election in which 
voters decided whether to pump $600 million more yearly into common 
and higher education.

Public school bashers, led by the well-heeled privatizers and theocrats 
at the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, have forever sought to smear 
teachers, their unions and administrators as corrupt and incompetent 
– even godless.

Intentional or not, Oklahoma County District Attorney David Prater’s 
decision to file charges less than week before Election Day served to 
buttress the anti-public ed conspiratorial narrative – which expanded in 
campaign ads to include the lie that less than half the money generated 
by the proposed one percent sales tax hike would go to teacher salaries 
as promised.

We generally have supported Prater’s prosecutorial reign – a breath of 
fresh air after the bumbling Wes Lane and contemptible Bob Macy. And 
we offer no opinion on the validity of the charges themselves – that is 
for the courts to decide.

But it was disconcerting, if not profoundly tone deaf, that Prater did 
not wait until after a contentious campaign over SQ 779 to act – espe-
cially given that his investigation had been underway for two years and 
Hofmeister was interviewed in June.

This, on the heels of his decision earlier this year to publicly endorse 
the crackpot Patriot Pastor Paul Blair’s state Senate bid. Thankfully, 
Blair was not electorally successful, but it makes you wonder about 

Observations

Yes! Please send me a one-year subscription for only $40.
This special offer includes my certificate for a free book courtesy
of Full Circle Bookstore [a $20 value]. See page 41 for details.

www.okobserver.net
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Observerscope

Why the hours-long lines at early 
voting sites? The GOP legislative 
majority routinely rejects efforts 
to make registering/voting easier. 
Their goal: suppress poor and mi-
nority turnout.

Rep. George Young Sr. and OK 
Institute for Child Advocacy CEO 
Joe Dorman dissect the state of 
Oklahoma’s children at the year’s 
final Observer Newsmakers event, 
Nov. 17, 3-4 p.m., at OKC’s Full 
Circle Books.

Laurel: To Rep. Jason Murphey, 
R-Guthrie, seeking to ban lawmak-
ers from accepting gifts and meals 
from lobbyists. It won’t happen, 
but something must be done to 
stop the legalized graft.

State Medicaid Director Becky 
Pasternik-Ikard has accepted the 
monumental challenge to lead the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, 
succeeding Nico Gomez as CEO.

Dart: To crackpot state Rep. John 
Bennett, posting on Facebook that 
Hillary Clinton deserves to face a 
“firing squad” because of four U.S. 
deaths in Benghazi. He has the IQ 
of lint.

The anti-public ed crowd couldn’t 
be happier that Joy Hofmeister 
was hit with campaign finance 
charges. They can’t abide a GOP 
superintendent working to bolster, 
not undermine public schools.

Dart: To the Oklahoman and 
Tulsa World, both declining to en-
dorse in the presidential race, no 
doubt afraid of enraging noisy alt-
right readers. Courage, where art 
thou?

Laurel: To 10 Oklahoma dailies, 
endorsing Democrat Hillary Clin-
ton despite their uber-red reader-
ship. The honor roll: Enid News 
and Eagle, Muskogee Phoenix, 
McAlester News Capital, Wood-
ward News, Norman Transcript, 
Ada Evening News, Tahlequah 
Daily News, Stillwater News Press, 
Duncan Banner and Chickasha 
Express Star.

Barring a Lazarus-like revival, 
GOP Mary Fallin will depart office 
in two years as one of most reviled 
governors ever – her statewide ap-
proval rating only three points bet-
ter than Barack Obama, who didn’t 
carry a single county in 2008 or 
2012.

Attention, lawmakers: 74% of 
registered voters support man-
dated paid parental leave, includ-
ing 83% of Democrats and 71% of 
Republicans. – Time

The streak is over – 19 straight 
months of declining state reve-
nues. Now we wait for December 
to find out the size of the 2017-
18 budget hole. How long can the 
Legislature fiddle while Oklahoma 
burns?

What the abstinence-only move-
ment hath wrought: Cases of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases in the 
U.S. set a record in 2015, including 
chlamydia [1.5 million], gonorrhea 
[395,216] and syphilis [23,872]. – 
Centers for Disease Control 

Still Feeling the Bern? Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ memoir Our 
Revolution hits bookstores Nov. 
15. Cover price: $27, of course.

Seventy-nine percent of teachers 
gave thumbs down to Gov. Mary 
Fallin in recent SoonerPoll, yet she 
barnstormed for Donald Trump in 
campaign’s final week. Was he that 
hard up?

It’s true: The presidential elec-
tion caused Americans to lose 
sleep. Fitbit users slept an average 
4.2 minutes less the night of the 
first debate, compared to the same 
day the week before and after.

Yellowstone’s moose population 
is in steep decline – global warm-
ing is, paradoxically, causing them 
to freeze to death. Shorter, warmer 
winters help ticks flourish; more 
ticks attack moose, causing them 
to lose the hair that protects them 
from the cold. – High Country News

We mourn the passing of re-
tired educator, longtime insurance 
agent and inveterate Observer 
reader Gerald Dawkins at age 90. A 
decorated World War II veteran, he 
was a pillar of Midwest City.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44
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Letters

Editor, The Observer:
A First Amendment “victory” 

so many Americans misguidedly 
cheer originates in the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s Citizens United de-
cision. Now mountains of “dark 
money” are clandestinely chan-
neled to candidates. The money is 
labeled “dark” because we know 
not its “source.” We only have edu-
cated guesses or suspicions.

Try this scenario on for size: 
“dark money,” largely coming from 
enemies of America, both home 
and abroad [think “Wikileaks”], 
aimed to foment a riotous, pro-
longed election, featuring no con-
cession speeches, numerous re-
counts, complaints of rampant 
fraud and a paralyzed SCOTUS 
with its 4-4 make up. [The Repub-
lican-controlled Congress pro-
claimed SCOTUS would remain 4-4 
permanently were the Democrat to 
be elected and they retain control.] 
Astonishing.

In short, Citizens United is pos-
sibly on the threshold of destroy-
ing our government.

Frank Silovsky
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
You have a great newspaper, 

which I usually read cover to cover.
The article about oil industry 

and climate change, no argument 
here. However, there is one state-
ment missing.

Humans are changing the cli-
mate and humans are increasing 
still exponentially. Every article of 
this type should have a statement, 
“Put a lid on fertility.”

This statement appears to be ta-
boo.

Kerry Lund
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
There’s that old saw from day-

after-the-election blues: “The peo-
ple have spoken!” Yes. Well, this 
is 2016, and the United States of 
America has just coughed up an 
orange, slimy hairball and spat it in 
the face of civilizations around the 
world. It was more that the people 
regurgitated than spoke this time 
around. There are several reasons 
for my vituperative outpouring on 
this day after the electoral apoca-
lypse. By placing myself outside 

of our borders, I would look back 
and say something like, “What in 
the name of God were you people 
thinking?!”

It wasn’t even close. Not really. 
Considering the electoral barriers 
that were breached that allowed a 
Trump win in so many areas of so 
many states, one must try to un-
derstand why these citizens did 
what they did. Why, for example, 
do almost 70% of the people say 
they don’t trust the government, 
don’t approve of its performance 
and say we are headed in the 
wrong direction, then turn around 
and re-elect almost the entire Con-
gress that causes their dismay? 
Throw in Donald Trump, and you 
have an intellectual Rubic’s Cube 
of a puzzle.

Now, about Trump: These same 
voters who are unhappy with our 
government, decided it was OK for 
Donald Trump to be in charge of 
the FBI, foreign policy, the CIA, the 
IRS, the nuclear weapons codes 
and have the power to go to war 
without asking anyone. It was OK 
with those voters that this power-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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Arnold Hamilton

The Real Problem
In Solving REAL ID

We’ll show ‘em, by golly! The brutes in 
Washington can’t make us redesign our 
driver’s licenses if we don’t want to. 
States rights and all that jazz – woo hoo!

Yes, the same state Capitol crowd that warns of per-
petual U.S. government overreach, fears jack-booted 
federal thugs are plotting to confiscate our guns and 
worries Uncle Sam is scheming to implant micro-
chips in our derrieres has created a wholly unneces-
sary nightmare for everyday Oklahomans.

Lawmakers have known the requirements of the 
federal REAL ID Act since it was approved in 2005 – 
2005! But they refused to move Oklahoma into com-
pliance, another example of the Republican superma-
jority caving in to the baying of its alt-right members.

The feds, as we knew they would, finally tired of 
the kindergarten-esque obstinacy and rejected the 
state’s request for more time to adopt national secu-
rity recommendations born of the 9/11 Commission.

So, starting Jan. 29, everyday Oklahomans won’t 
be able to use their state-issued driver’s licenses or 
ID cards to enter a federal building, courthouse or 
military installation. Instead, they’ll need a passport 
[$135], a passport card [$55], a tribal identification 
card that complies with REAL ID or some other feder-
al-approved ID such as the U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection’s Trusted Traveler card.

If lawmakers don’t fix this in next spring’s session, 
Oklahomans won’t be able to use their driver’s licens-
es or state-issued IDs to board commercial jetliners, 
either, beginning in January 2018.

Notable: Oklahoma is one of only four states that 
still hasn’t figured out a way to make this work.

The feds’ refusal to give Oklahoma more time was 
announced exactly four weeks before Election Day, 
serving as a not-so-gentle reminder the GOP’s legis-
lative supermajority has failed to solve some pretty 
basic problems. Besides REAL ID, consider the su-
permajority’s inability last session to come up with 
a teacher pay increase promoted by the GOP gover-
nor, among others; fund health care for the poor; and 
develop long-term solutions for the state budget’s 
structural deficit.

Sadly, the intra-party gridlock didn’t cost any of the 
louts their seats. Worse, Republicans actually gained 
seats in both houses, all but ensuring the sausage-
making is slowed, if not stalled by a caucus splin-
tered into warring factions – corporatists, Tea Par-
tiers, and Christian theocrats, oh my!

Eventually, perhaps, voters will figure out that more 
partisan balance in the Legislature cannot not help 
but drive the debate to the political middle – a much 
saner place. When power is more evenly divided, both 
sides have incentive to compromise to resolve con-
stituents’ problems. 

Lawmakers, of course, swear they can solve the 
REAL ID mess soon after the session opens Feb. 
6. It’s like baseball players in spring training. Hope 
springs eternal. The pennant is within reach.

“We are confident,” said Mustang Rep. Leslie Os-
born, “that early next session we will be able to pass 
legislation that brings our state into compliance.”

Maybe the heat from everyday Oklahomans – and 
particularly from the corporate class that doesn’t 
need any more hassles accessing federal installa-
tions or commercial flights – will be enough to pro-
duce a deal.

Let’s just say I’m skeptical.
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Amid The Ashes,
Glimpses Of A Brighter Future

BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

A xenophobic, foul-mouthed misogynist, de-
spised by his party’s leadership, was elected 
president. Oklahoma Democrats lost races 
for all but one of their term-limited legisla-

tive seats in rural areas. And a proposal for Oklaho-
mans to annually invest $600 million more in their 
self-proclaimed No. 1 priority – public education – 
went down in flames.

What the hell just happened?
For left-leaning Oklahomans, there is no sugar-

coating the November 2016 general election. Rather 
than whittling away at the Republican super-major-
ities at the state Capitol, Democrats suffered a net 
loss of four seats in the House and three in the Sen-
ate. Hopes that an energized “teacher caucus” would 
significantly revamp the statehouse were dashed. 
Sixty-five percent of Oklahoma voters embraced Don-
ald Trump – only 29% backed Hillary Clinton.

Is this as bad as it gets? Is there truly nowhere to 
go but up?

As depressing and demoralizing as it was, there are 
important takeaways that not only provide perspec-
tive, but also may give hope to Oklahoma progres-
sives:

1. Republicans won most of the individual elec-
toral battles in Oklahoma – and many nationally 
– but lost the war.

Nationally, the party of Ronald Reagan is no more, 
leaving all but the Hillbilly Elegy set – Trump: “I love 
the uneducated!” – in despair and in search of a plau-
sible way forward.

In Oklahoma, new legislative leadership – House 
Speaker-designate Charles McCall and incoming Sen-
ate President Pro Tem Mike Schulz – face a Herculean 
challenge of managing super-majority caucuses, each 
with no fewer than three different Republican parties 
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vying for supremcacy.

“Oklahoma voters sent a clear message tonight that 
they trust Republicans to solve our state’s economic 
and education challenges,” McCall declared. “The 
voters have given House Republicans the privilege 
and responsibility of leading the greatest state in the 
nation toward prosperity. 

“There are going to be differences of opinion on 
how best to solve those problems. But I believe we 
can rise above partisanship and work together to 
develop solutions that will make our citizens more 
prosperous and move Oklahoma forward.”

Good luck with that. Now, more than ever, the GOP 
will have no one to blame if it fails to address the 
state’s ongoing budget crisis and crumbling infra-
structure. Getting a majority of Republicans on the 
same page frequently proved difficult last session. It 
won’t get any easier next year with more GOP mouths 
to feed in both houses.

2. Democrats’ 20th Century stranglehold on 
rural Oklahoma is ancient history.

Just look at Trump’s landslide numbers in eastern 
Oklahoma: 74% in Pittsburg County, 81% in McCur-
tain County – even 61% in Cherokee County where 
Democrats retained their only open House seat.

[Term-limited representative-turned-County-Com-
missioner Mike Brown will be succeeded by Demo-
crat Matt Meredith, who knocked off the ultimate 
carpet-bagger, Republican Bob Ed Culver. Culver re-
cently returned to Oklahoma in a bid to reclaim the 
House seat his Democratic father held for years.]

Three term-limited Senate Democrats – Muskogee’s 
Earl Garrison, Ada’s Susan Paddack and Fairland’s 
Charles Wyrick – will be replaced next session by Re-
publicans.

Worse, voters re-elected knuckle-draggers like Bro-
ken Bow Sen. Joseph Silk and hate-mongering Sal-
lisaw Rep. John Bennett. Both defeated solid Dem-
ocrat challengers: Silk capturing 57% of the vote 
against Battiest school Superintendent Stacey Ebert 
and Bennett 54% against businessman and Air Force 
veteran Tom Stites, the son of a well-regarded former 
Democratic legislator.

The red sea that now swamps rural Oklahoma is 
primarily courtesy of politics preached from the pul-
pit and the power of rightwing media, especially Fox 
News, cued up in nearly every small town coffee shop 
and doctor’s office with a TV.

3. Democrats are growing stronger in more cos-
mopolitan, racially and religiously diverse and 
higher growth urban centers – very good news 
indeed for the future.

In Oklahoma County, for example, Rep. Cyndi Mun-
son was elected to a full term in HD 85 which, until 
her special election victory last year, had never been 
held by a Democrat.

Democrats picked up a seat in west OKC’s HD 87 

– incumbent Republican Jason Nelson opted not to 
seek re-election, creating the opening that Democrat 
Colin Walke seized.

Term-limited south OKC Rep. Richard Morrissette’s 
HD 92 will remain in Democratic hands thanks to 
educator Forrest Bennett’s win over former House 
speaker mouthpiece Joe Griffin.

And Democrats picked up Rep. Mike Christian’s HD 
93 seat [he ran unsuccessfully for Oklahoma County 
sheriff] with laid-off teacher Mickey Dollens defeat of 
former OKC School Board member Jay Means.

In Tulsa, Democrats retained control of term-limit-
ed Rep. Jeannie McDaniel’s HD 78 with the victory by 
Melodye Blancett and in Norman incumbent Demo-
crat Claudia Griffith won a second term.

Now, Democrats must focus on the 2018 governor’s 
race if they hope to help shape the 2021 redistricting 
process – critical if the gerrymandered district lines 
that give Republicans a significant advantage in the 
suburbs and exurbs are to be configured more fairly.

4. Overall, the influence of hard-line, evangeli-
cal churches – especially southern Baptists – is 
waning in Oklahoma.

Not everywhere, of course. It’s still potent in ru-
ral areas. And the former Falls Creek camp director 
James Lankford was easily re-elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate.

But the defeat of two key state questions – and the 
willingness of evangelicals to embrace Trump despite 
his divorces, sexual misconduct and ignorance of 
the Holy Scriptures – underscores the revolutionary 
change underway in Oklahoma.

Keeping with tradition, Southern Baptist leaders 
opposed the proposed modernization of state liquor 
laws – SQ 792 – that among other things paves the 
way for Oklahomans to buy wine and cold, strong 
beer in grocery stores. Yet a 66% of voters endorsed 
the package – a landslide unimaginable in 1984 when 
county-option liquor-by-the-drink was approved.

Passing thought: What might SQ 792’s approval 
mean, if anything, for a vote on legalizing medical 
marijuana, perhaps as early as next year? As the co-
median Bill Maher points out, pot is the one thing 
“that unites hippie and hillbilly.”

Southern Baptists and so-called “Patriot Preach-
ers” also urged voters to support SQ 790, which 
would have excised the Oklahoma Constitution’s 
strong separation of church and state.

Once again, voters rejected the theocrats’ advice – 
57% turning thumbs down on a Trojan Horse of a pro-
posal that was less about religious liberty and more 
about expanding vouchers, something that could 
have cost Oklahoma’s already underfunded public 
schools millions.

Before his death, Oklahoma’s renowned U.S. Sen. 
Robert S. Kerr told Observer Founding Editor Frosty 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42



•   NOVEMBER 20168

ELECTION 2016

Troubled Trump
And The Rise Of The Tea Party

BY CAL HOBSON

Hard to believe but it was only six years ago 
when mostly white, mostly middle class 
and mostly mad folks started showing up 
at what purported to be Town Hall meetings 

sponsored by mostly, and allegedly, unpopular con-
gresspersons.

Tea Partiers didn’t think their pols were honest 
enough, patriotic enough or caring enough about 
what the newly noisy natives cared about themselves.

Yelling, finger pointing, accusations, even physical 
threats were directed toward the DC-based political 
power brokers and it appeared the election rout of 
the clueless from Congress was finally commencing.

Then the TP zealots went out and re-elected, along 
with the rest of us, about 97% of the scoundrels, ap-
parently thinking that doing what we the voters had 
always done would magically bring different results. 
Not so fast. As my sister and psychologist Dr. Gale 
Hobson informs me, that is the classic definition of 
insanity.

Fast forward to the summer of 2015 and along 

comes Donald John Trump, the perceived Pied Piper 
for those who are burdened by empty promises and 
hopes unfulfilled. Arrayed against him was a gaggle 
of 16 other seekers of the political summit known as 
the White House.

Senators, governors, a brilliant black doctor from 
Florida, a wealthy white woman of modest looks from 
the promised land of Silicon Valley, a myriad of candi-
dates with great resumes, others not so much, but all 
poised to easily defeat America’s most despised wom-
an, Crooked Hillary Rodham Clinton, who by the way 
also has been named as the world’s most admired fe-
male for 20 consecutive years.

Talk about the definition of insanity. Are the for-
eigners just ill-informed in their adoration of HRC or 
is it we Americans, the proud and resilient residents 
in what has long been known as the arsenal of de-
mocracy, the holders of a beacon of light for millions 
seeking a better life, the extenders of welcoming arms 
for those who yearn to breathe free, occupants of the 
land of the … well, you get my point.
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Among the Republican faithful – or at least for a 

record-setting 14 million of God-fearing, flag-waving, 
mostly gun-loving and pulsating, patriotic patrons 
plodding on the path to make America great again 
– the answer to this profound paradox is found in 
Trump’s words.

Endlessly Trump trumpeted that “Hillary is the 
most dishonest, corrupt person ever to seek the pres-
idency.”

Perhaps he forgets, or never knew about, a candi-
date and later two-term president named Nixon, who 
resigned from office before he joined 48 – 48! – other 
members of his administration doing soft- and hard-
time in various pokies around the country.

And just what was their mutual and cooperative 
criminality? Only the destruction of the finest form 
of government ever devised by mankind – democracy 
– with all its flaws, foibles, follies and fractures – and 
thankfully saving checks and balances against such 
blatant lawbreakers.

But our girl – daughter of a God-fearing, middle-
class Republican couple from Illinois, early Goldwa-
ter booster at 18, honor graduate of both Wellesley 
College and Yale Law, one and only wife of scofflaw 
and admitted womanizer Bill Clinton, who also was/
is a Rhodes Scholar, state governor, U.S. president, 
proud father/grandfather not to mention federal 
budget balancer – yes, her, who stupidly, recklessly 
and with ignorance and then arrogance used a pri-
vate server in the basement of her New York home 
to receive and send thousands, perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of emails, some containing classified in-
formation, none of which has been identified as un-
dermining our national security or getting someone 
perceived as a friend or ally killed – yes, that woman, 
perhaps the best ever to see the presidency was, in 
the vacuous mind of DJT, the worst human ever to 
seek the presidency.

Oh, and we were reminded endlessly of another 
damning piece of disqualifying evidence that plagued 
the corrupt, plotting and easily distracted Clinton. 
On her wobbly watch as secretary of state, a group of 
fanatics overran the U.S. Embassy outpost in Beng-
hazi, Libya and killed four of our finest, including 
Ambassador Chris Stevens.

According to well-known foreign affairs expert – as 
opposed to just plain affairs expert Trump, who at the 
time of the murders was busying himself with beauty 
contests, firing minions on the boob-tube show The 
Apprentice, fondling just plain boobs and active-
ly avoiding taxes for more than a decade – Clinton 
should have been clairvoyant that night, anticipated 
the attack or at least responded instantly to l’affaire 
Libya.

Trump’s role model worshipped by him and millions 
of others when it comes to national security is former 
President Ronald Reagan, who presided over the Bei-

rut Embassy bombing April 18, 1983, resulting in at 
least 17 American dead, then soon followed by the 
Marine Corps’ barracks slaughter, also in Lebanon, 
that killed 241 of our finest leathernecks.

Our billionaire boondoggler, well known for his 
worldly investment wizardry with other people’s 
money, should also brush up on the Iran-Contra cor-
ruption south of our soon-to-be built wall with the 
Mexican peso.

Of course, Reagan wasn’t directly, or even indirect-
ly in charge of any of these deadline fiascos. He was 
only the wood-chopping command-in-chief.

But who is keeping score? Reagan was such a nice 
man, always soothing us with a twinkling eye, wry 
grin, sunny disposition and an overflowing cup of 
goodness known as Morning in America.

Obviously, a significant percent of the voting pub-
lic was excited at the prospect of returning to that 
mythical and make believe era of yesterday masquer-
ading in attractive and seductive Fifth Avenue cloth-
ing garb.

Simultaneously, Trump spouted the verbal garbage 
of a spoiled boy who inherited wealth and thought 
he earned it; a business shyster whose words, deeds 
and often checks are no damn good; a proud and 
boastful family man who would grab women’s private 
parts with or without permission then brag about it; 
a self-described tough guy who avoided wearing this 
country’s uniform during war time because was di-
agnosed with the crippling disease of bone spurs; a 
cruel jokester who imitated cripples; a coward that 
didn’t recognize seven-year POW John McCain as a 
war hero; a bigot who never met a Mexican he liked 
– except the gardeners as long as they work for less 
or the housekeepers who keep their mouths shut 
and eyes closed; the owner of such an empty head 
he airily dismissed the worth of NATO, which has 
maintained the peace in Europe for 71 years; a draft-
dodger who doesn’t remember he was for the war in 
Iraq before he was against it; a playboy who cavalierly 
regarded the nuclear button with less respect than 
the one on an elevator that whisks him to isolation 
in the Trump Tower penthouse where tweeting inane 
insults occupied his idle, non-campaign time.

Almost without fail, every four years pollsters, pols 
and just normal people proclaim the presidential 
election to be the most profound in our country’s 
history. Usually they are wrong. This time, they were 
unquestionably right.

Apologists for and promoters of the troubled and 
troubling Trump repeatedly insisted it wouldn’t be 
the end of the world if he won.

On behalf of myself and the world, I pray they are 
right – but fear they are not.
Cal Hobson, a Lexington Democrat, served in the 
Oklahoma Legislature from 1978-2006, including 
one term as Senate President Pro Tempore.
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Eight Ways To Strengthen
Democracy Beyond Voting

BY CHUCK COLLINS

Throughout this trying election season, we 
were told how much is at stake with our vote. 
But the success of any democracy depends 
on continuing to pay attention long after we 

cast our ballots.
So let’s pledge to strengthen our democracy with a 

few resolutions to focus our intentions and keep us 
moving forward over the next four years.

1. CHANGE YOUR MEDIA DIET
Way too much ink, airtime, and mental real estate 

has been consumed by the horserace reporting on 
elections – it’s all about who’s winning and losing. So 
unplug from the talk shows that interview pollsters 
and engage in partisan bickering all day. Find the 
commentators and independent media outlets that 
strengthen our civic life.

2. TURN OFF CORPORATE MEDIA
This election was very profitable for big media cor-

porations, but bad for our democracy. As CBS chair-
man Les Moonves remarked, “Man, who would have 
expected the ride we’re all having right now? The 
money’s rolling in and this is fun.”

Our differences were compounded by media reports 
that amplify the loudest and most partisan utteranc-
es. Election coverage this year encouraged us to view 
one another as cartoon caricatures, not neighbors.

3. REJECT THE CONSUMER MENTALITY IN 
ELECTIONS

We’re encouraged to view national elections like 
consumers buying a car, but presidential elections 
can make most of us feel like spectators, not partici-
pants. Election Day is a small part of our real democ-
racy – think of voting as a tiny fraction of your civic 
life.

4. MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD
Pledge to communicate with your elected officials 
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all year round, not just when they want your vote. 
Call, write, email, and attend community forums. 
When a politician hears from a dozen constituents 
with the same concern, it matters.

A few resolutions must address our polarized polit-
ical atmosphere. The only way to break through this 
is by connecting with people we don’t always agree 
with.

For instance, the liberal California sociologist Arlie 
Hochschild spent five years interviewing conservative 
Tea Party activists in Louisiana, making friends and 
asking deep questions. 

She urges us all to scale the “empathy wall” and 
learn each other’s stories.

5. TRY A SOCIAL MEDIA FAST
Social media is amazing, but it mostly serves as an 

echo chamber to reinforce our existing views. It’s not 
a substitute for talking to people, asking questions, 
and learning why people support certain policies.

6. PRACTICE THE ART OF CIVIL DISCOURSE
Find ways to meet others face-to-face to engage in 

conversations, not soapbox speeches and debates. 
Look at the “Living Room Conversation” [livingroom-
conversations.org] movement that brings people to-
gether across political divisions. 

Their goal is to encourage “authentic, respectful 
conversations” to “strengthen relationships and ad-
vance understanding of the challenges, opportuni-
ties, and solutions before us.”

Finally, other resolutions should focus on chang-
ing our polarizing election system.

7. ELIMINATE THE WEALTH PRIMARY
Long before voters cast their ballots in a primary, 

big money donors have winnowed the field and se-
lected who will stand for election. People all across 
the political spectrum agree that we need fundamen-
tal campaign finance reform to reduce the influence 
of big money, including the repeal of Citizens United.

8. BREAK THE TWO-PARTY DUOPOLY
A growing number of voters have declared indepen-

dence from the two major parties. 
So why do we allow other voices and perspectives 

to be excluded from presidential debates? Our de-
mocracy would benefit if we had real choices outside 
the two major parties, as they do in most other coun-
tries in the world.

The strength of our civic life depends on what we 
do outside elections. And especially after the deep-
ly toxic experience of 2016, we all need to step up 
to protect our real democracy from those who profit 
from division.
Chuck Collins co-edits Inequality.org at the Institute 
for Policy Studies and is author of the new book, 
Born on Third Base: A One Percenter Makes the Case 
for Tackling Inequality, Bringing Wealth Home, and 
Committing to the Common Good. 

© OtherWords.org

Trump And Co.
Are America’s
Taliban
BY NATHAN CROSBY

During this terrifying election cycle, America 
has learned a lot about itself. Since the sum-
mer of 2015, the U.S. has been on an Aya-
huasca trip that we may never recover from. 

As a Millennial with a bachelor’s degree in Ameri-
can History, I have spent a sizable portion of my life 
attempting to learn from America’s mistakes and it 
seems like the consensus today is to repeat them.

Donald Trump is the most dangerous man to ever 
run for president of the United States. There have 
been many deplorable men in the office and even 
worse men have mounted campaigns but The Donald 
trumps them all.

Andrew Jackson paraded a race half way across the 
continent, Truman dropped an atomic bomb, Reagan 
sold weapons to radicals to help other radicals, Bush 
lied about threats to our national security and Hillary 
Clinton deleted emails – but none of them compare 
to Trump. 

Donald Trump is a convicted racist, accused rapist, 
accused pedophile, admitted tax-dodger, proven flip-
flopper, angry little man and the America he portrays 
is only seen on movie screens and the stiff pages of 
graphic novels.

The economy [outside of Big Oil] seems to be on 
the rise, Americans are more educated than they 
have ever been, young people hold more power than 
ever before and if we stay on course our generation 
may just be able to realize equality. 

Donald Trump and his followers are the American 
Taliban. They don’t support progress or change, they 
don’t trust in science or technology, they are diamet-
rically opposed to educating the masses, they think 
women belong at home with the kids, they think re-
ligious and racial minorities should go back to where 
they came from and they think the world is falling 
apart.

Well, a world is falling apart. It is the Anglo-Saxon 
dominated world that their fantasies are based on. 
Every year America becomes more diverse.

Whether it be racial demographics or religious affil-
iation, sexual orientation or gender identity – we are 
finally coming into our own as a people. Freedom is 
not about a man’s capital interests, it is about avoid-
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ing persecution for self identity.
Donald Trump portrays an America where any sec-

ond the Great Race War will explode. 
He portrays forces like ISIL as a superpower con-

trolling other states’ actions and ideals while he si-

multaneously praises nations like Rus-
sia who are actually committing these 
crimes.

He portrays the economy as a rust 
bucket Ford pickup truck that a foreign-
born Muslim destroyed and yet hints at 
implementing the same policies that de-
stroyed our economy in the ‘80s.

If you take a second to look at the rac-
ism happening in England and France, 
you will see Trump’s American future. 
When immigration stops, the dream our 
country was founded on dies.

Maybe one day we can, as a country, 
look back at the ’16 cycle and laugh like 
you did when Uncle Joe got drunk and lit 

the Christmas tree on fire by accident.
Or maybe the story of 2016 will be written in 

Russian and consumed only by lost souls combing 
through the millions of useless news stories that lit 
up our TV screens and washed away our spirits.

To the 1% of Trump supporters who 
have made it this far in my rant, I have to 
apologize.

I am sorry that you think America is in 
disrepair, I am sorry you see the future as 
dark and full of terrors, I am sorry that 
we have tread on your religious freedoms 
and I am sorry we failed to keep you from 
electing the bigoted, orange windbag that 
will be the demise of your passing political 
party.
Nathan Crosby lives in Norman.
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Free Admission  ☮  Kid-Friendly

Fair Trade goods, books, calendars, crafts, pottery, 
homemade candles & soaps, African carving,  

Central American fabrics & goods, organic coffee, 
jewelry, T-shirts, bumper stickers, buttons 

Booths and Tables of  Social Justice Organizations 

Live Music and Entertainment All Day 

Supervised Children’s Area

Celebrate Peace & Justice 
this Saturday at the 

Sponsors include:  The Peace House  ☮  Bob Lemon  ☮ Oklahoma Observer  ☮ 
 Home Creations  ☮  Social Justice Committee First Unitarian Church   

More info: PeaceHouseOK.org  

Saturday, November 12 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Civic Center Hall of Mirrors, 201 N. Walker, OKC
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ALL THAT MATTERS

BY ANN DAPICE

As with all new technology there are unan-
ticipated problems. People, both male and 
female, are writing and talking about being 
bullied on social media – bullied by both 

men and women. Even with names attached, some 
people seem to communicate only when they can at-
tack others. People describe issues online that are 
serious to them, issues that they feel conscience 
requires that they write about, only to experience 

verbal assaults from people who are supposed to be 
their friends.

For some time now, comments responding to ma-
jor media articles online have often been inaccurate 
and demeaning. Public radio has just aired programs 
entitled, “When Lies Become Truth” and the “Loss of 
Civility.” What is going on? Is this behavior only fail-
ure to be politically correct as some claim? Is it hate 
speech? Is it only the result of this unusual political 

What Values Are At Stake
During This Chaotic Time?

ELECTION 2016
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season? Will it end after the election?
Meanwhile, major challenges face us in the world: 

Russian support of the Syrian war against its people, 
ongoing attempts to stop ISIS, responses to climate 
change, the return of overt racism and misogyny, po-
lice violence against minorities, and how citizens and 
corporations are to be taxed – to name only a few.

Truth seems to be held hostage to a compelling 
“photo” or meme on social media accompanied by 
several “facts” from unknown sources related to of-
ten complex human issues.

The cannons of professional journalism are re-
placed by anyone who wants to have a say about any-
thing at all – facilitated by the internet. Persuasion 
and propaganda threaten not only interpersonal re-
lationships as people “unfriend” each other on Face-
book, but threaten our democracy as well. We are 
even hearing the term “mob rule” again.

What matters to us as a people? This is a values 
question. What values are at stake during this cha-
otic time? Research tells us that we have public and 
private values.

Corporate mission statements will most often in-
clude something about “service to the community” 
and will not say that we’re “going to take your money 
and run!” But private values are not limited to what 
we want to hide. 

In the U.S. especially, we tend to disapprove of 
words and behavior that appear to be self-righteous. 
For example, instead of saying that it was the honest 
thing to do, a person will say that what was done was 
just part of the job description.

Our Institute of Values Inquiry research of several 
thousand individuals, representing all races and re-
ligions, demonstrates what had long been theorized 
– that we have conscious and less conscious values. 
When people are asked to list and rank 12 values 
anonymously, the first few values are typically fam-
ily, friends and God [or their belief system]. After that 
the most common values listed are altruistic such 
as kindness, honesty, compassion, trust, justice, 
knowledge, and caring. 

When these values are unfolded to a less conscious 
level through a series of “why” questions, values 
themes develop that are most often related to self: 
feeling good, being liked and loved, success and win-
ning, excitement and challenge, pleasure, personal 
peace, recognition, and security. Seven percent of us 
will continue to have altruistic values at the less con-
scious level.

Study of behavior related to these values shows 
that, in general, people will often act on the altruistic 
values – as long as they don’t come in conflict with 
their less conscious themes such as being liked, or 
recognition, or success.

The less conscious themes can also come in con-
flict. For example, one woman listed themes of be-

ing liked and loved but also the theme of being suc-
cessful. She said when she focused on family and 
friends she was seen as less successful in her career, 
and when she focused on her career, her family and 
friends felt ignored.

The altruists will be most likely to act consistently 
in ways that help others. They may well, however, ex-
perience conflict in meeting their obligations to fam-
ily and friends.

In this new time of “fact” checking, people will be 
truthful when it’s not in conflict with other values, 
or their personal belief systems, or their political af-
filiations. They will likely trust the information giv-
en to them by their friends and associates, or their 
self-selected and preferred media sources. So-called 
“white” lies are common and used by most of us so 
as not to hurt an important relationship when the ob-
jective truth might not be welcome! While blaming 
others, people are often in denial regarding the many 
times they themselves shade the truth.

Private and public values mentioned above come 
into play when people can now see themselves as 
somehow anonymous and able to go public on the 
internet when they might not say the same things in 
face-to-face encounters with friends and family.

Given the result of these recent experiences, will 
we have new understandings and rules of friendship 
and affiliation?

During this political season Facebook morphed 
from what was once a kind of exchange between 
friends with baby pictures, recipes, inspirational 
messages, latest travels, and selfies, to a political fo-
rum where anyone with a smart phone or computer 
could participate – regardless of political and histori-
cal knowledge.

We hear of talk of healing that will be needed to 
move forward after the election. Before this election 
season it has been common for a number of years 
to see inappropriate responses to newspaper articles 
online, but these were typically not exchanges be-
tween friends.

The internet and political figures have allowed the 
unleashing of a collective Id that takes no prisoners. 
Will the election bring the racism, misogyny, bully 
treatment of the disabled, and other darkness that 
has surfaced to a collective end? Some talk of the 
need for leadership to help this happen. Perhaps it 
will depend on how we as individuals come to under-
stand the consequences of our values and our will-
ingness to change and grow.
Tulsan Ann Dapice, PhD, is executive director of the 
Institute of Values Inquiry, a 501[c][3] research or-
ganization, and Director of Education and Research 
for T.K. Wolf Inc., a 501[c][3] American Indian orga-
nization. She also consults with the University of 
Pennsylvania on development of Native American 
Programs. 
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BY ALEX S. VITALE

Five Ways To Fight 
Trump-Era Fascism

There has been a lot of well-intentioned hand 
wringing about the rise of Donald Trump, 
causing many liberals and progressives to 
double down on their support of Hillary Clin-

ton because of the fascist threat that Trump repre-
sents. This is not surprising, given the growing signs 
of a proto-fascism, or what Umberto Eco calls “ur-
fascism” in Trump’s campaign.

Trump does indeed embody, or at least signal, an 
adherence to many of the elements of an emergent 
fascism in a contemporary U.S. context. He has be-
come the darling of the alt-right movements, which 
openly embrace eugenics, xenophobia, racism and 
anti-Semitism in the service of “restoring” a conser-
vative culture of white male domination, all of which 
is in keeping with a fascist politics.

While there is much more to be said about the ex-

act nature of fascism, Trump’s right-wing nationalism 
and economic populism are more in line with the fas-
cist practices of Franco, Mussolini and Hitler than 
any past major U.S. presidential candidate.

The main response of many liberals and progres-
sives to this fascist threat was to pour more money 
into the Clinton campaign and post even more things 
to Facebook attacking Trump. It is certainly true that 
defeating Trump would have been a major blow to the 
alt-right and the fascist turn in U.S. politics, but it is 
important to realize that defeating Trump wasn’t go-
ing to put an end to them. While the hope was Trump 
would slink off the national political stage and return 
to his corrupt business dealings, there were many 
more in the wings hoping to ride the anger and re-
sentment he unleashed to their own political ends.

Campaign contributions, phone banking and get-
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out-the-vote efforts will not be enough to directly 
challenge this threat over the long haul.

Here are some other things we must do to build a 
broad and robust anti-fascist politics to transform 
people’s political views and serve as a bulwark to the 
politics of white male resentment roiling the nation:

1. FORM OR JOIN A LABOR UNION
Unions have been the single most important Ameri-

can institution in demanding an economy that serves 
the needs of working people. From the eight-hour day 
to worker’s compensation, the labor movement has 
been the source of power for most of the progressive 
economic reforms of the last century. While unions 
rarely speak with only one voice and have themselves 
engaged in racial and gender discrimination, they re-
main essential to opposing the empty and dangerous 
right-wing populism embodied by Trump.

Unfortunately, over the last 40 years, union mem-
bership has declined significantly, especially in pri-
vate sector unions. While Ronald Reagan’s firing of 
striking air traffic controllers in 1981 was the open-
ing salvo in this process, politicians of both parties 
have overseen the weakening of labor laws and the 
embracing of a politics of free markets and govern-
ment austerity that undermine the bargaining power 
of workers and their unions. It is essential that work-
ers have organized political power if we hope to re-
verse the neoliberal economics that has undermined 
standards of living and increased inequality.

In addition, we have to struggle to make those 
unions more democratic and more relevant to work-
ing people. We need to embrace various forms of so-
cial unionism that look to defend the broad interests 
of working people. Narrow business unionism, de-
void from a more systemic political analysis, has left 
unions vulnerable and members alienated.

2. DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION
Fascism relies on extra-legal politics to gain power. 

Trump is clearly signaled his disdain for the rule of 
law by calling the election “rigged” and threatening 
to jail Clinton if he won. Future fascist movements 
would invariably call for a variety of witch hunts tar-
geting immigrants, Muslims, political progressives, 
and others.

It is therefore essential that we have robust organi-
zations that can fight back against violations of the 
constitution. The ACLU was founded in the face of 
just such a threat in the 1920s as the “Red Scares” 
and “Palmer Raids” led to large-scale civil rights vio-
lations. They and groups like the Center for Consti-
tutional Rights and the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter are at the forefront of exposing and pushing back 
against racist, xenophobic and misogynist actions by 
governments at all levels. These groups have brought 
litigation on behalf of immigrants wrongly deported 
or held in deplorable conditions, defended the right 
to protest and informed the public about the threats 

posed by right-wing extremists.
The Constitution remains a vital if imperfect tool 

for defending individual liberties in the face of po-
tentially tyrannical leaders like Trump. We must join 
and actively support these organizations to protect 
the rights of those who would be targeted by fascist 
movements.

3. SUPPORT THOSE UNDER ATTACK
Trump and the alt-right have centered their politics 

on vilifying immigrants, Muslims and anyone else 
perceived to interfere with the “supremacy” of the 
white male. We must all directly support groups that 
represent the interests of targeted populations so 
that they can better defend themselves and organize 
for greater political power as an alternative to the pol-
itics of hate. Large organizations like the ACLU and 
American Friends Services Committee do great work 
supporting immigrants, but we also need to support 
those doing grassroots organizing, like the Black 
Alliance for Just Immigration, Desis Rising Up and 
Moving and United We Dream who are working at the 
local level and in coalition with other groups across 
the country.

We must also directly confront the forces of fascism 
in the streets. Just like “clinic defenders” have ward-
ed off anti-abortion extremists, anti-fascists must be 
prepared to demonstrate against right-wing forces 
such as the KKK wherever they attempt to manifest 
themselves publicly. Many have already taken the 
first step by constantly disrupting Trump rallies, but 
stopping a growing fascist movement will require 
much larger-scale mobilizations.

4. ENGAGE LOCAL POLITICS
For too many people, politics means voting for the 

president every four years and not much else. Unfor-
tunately, this is the arena in which individuals have 
the least influence. The sums of money needed and 
the politics of the parties are such that individual 
choice plays a very small role. The outcome in most 
states is a forgone conclusion, leaving only a hand-
ful of “battleground” states in play. If you don’t live 
in one of these states, then your vote is essentially 
taken for granted.

It is essential that we begin revitalizing politics at 
the local level. The fundamentalist right wing un-
derstood this all too well when they began running 
people for local school boards and city council seats, 
building political momentum for the anti-evolution, 
anti-choice and anti-immigrant politics that pro-
duced the current crop of GOP national leaders like 
Paul Ryan, Mitch McConnell, and Donald Trump.

There are strong structural impediments to partici-
pation in electoral politics. Big money increasingly 
plays a role even in local races, with hedge fund bil-
lionaires pouring millions into local races in hopes of 
getting richer by privatizing schools and cutting tax-
es for themselves. But we cannot concede this terri-



•   NOVEMBER 201618

ELECTION 2016
tory. We need to form local political clubs that engage 
elected officials and push for progressive legislation.

The Working Families Party, which started in New 
York and is growing nationally, offers a model. By 
combining grassroots issue campaigns with targeted 
endorsements of pro-labor progressives, they are try-
ing to push the Democratic Party to the left from the 
ground up. Many are turned off from this kind of poli-
tics because it is messy and full of compromises, of 
which the Working Families Party has made many. 
But we cannot sit on the sidelines discussing foreign 
affairs and national politics from a position of moral 
certainty but political powerlessness. We have to get 
our hands dirty in the trenches. Not just working to 
elect yet another moderate Democrat, but instead to 
develop a real agenda with real popular support and 
the tools to implement it.

5. FORM STUDY GROUPS
Developing a political agenda for unions and local 

political clubs, and figuring out which organizations 
to support require an analysis of the nature of the 
fascist threat and how to counter it. It’s not enough 
to read a social media feed or subscribe to a few pro-
gressive publications. A real analysis requires deeper 

study and a community of people to engage with.
Ideally, study groups should be connected to the 

struggles we are each participating in. Unions, po-
litical clubs and grassroots organizations should 
all sponsor and encourage such active learning and 
long-term thinking. We need a much stronger analy-
sis of the economic and political dynamics that have 
created the current moment and strategies for revers-
ing the trend of growing inequality and right-wing 
backlash.

None of these things on its own will automatically 
end the threat of fascism, and no one person can fully 
engage all of these recommendations. But we must 
each reject the illusion that investing all our ener-
gies in the politics of presidential elections will be 
sufficient either. 

Now is the time to start preparing for a future in 
which right-wing nationalist movements will contin-
ue to threaten us. 

Alex S. Vitale is Associate Professor of Sociology 
at Brooklyn College and author of City of Disorder: 
How the Quality of Life Campaign Transformed New 
York Politics.

©Truthout

The Silver Linings
Of Silver-Tongued Donald

BY RALPH NADER

Are there any silver linings to the tumultu-
ous, degrading, sordid presidential cam-
paign of Donald Trump – a failed gambling 
czar, corporate welfare king, and supreme 

hypocrite to his own accusations about others?
Yes. Here are seven:
1. New York Times star columnist James B. Stew-

art, may be right when he writes that bipartisan out-
rage over Donald Trump’s not paying income tax for 
several decades may lead to stronger support for “a 
comprehensive overhaul of the nation’s loophole-rid-
dled revenue gathering system.” The brazen Trumpe-
teer may be just the jolt that Congress needs. Maybe.

2. By raising the trade agreements issue [NAFTA, 
TPP, etc.], Trump startled many complacent Repub-
licans into an awareness long dimmed by the em-
pirically-starved, obsolete, 19th Century “win-win” 
“free-trade” dogmas. Unknowingly, of course, Trump 
missed the deeper insidiousness beneath these cor-
porate-managed trade agreements that are driving 
American industries to Asia and Mexico. I’m refer-

ring to the loss of our freedom to improve consumer, 
worker, and environmental protections in our coun-
try in favor of the self-imposed imperatives of corpo-
rate commercial international trade [see citizen.org/
trade]. In any event, when President Obama tries to 
push through the Trans-Pacific Partnership [TPP] 
giveaway in next month’s lame duck session of Con-
gress, Trump’s blasts may add to the prospect of de-
feating the TPP.

3. On Nov. 4, the New York Times ran the head-
line: “Veterans, Feeling Abandoned, Stand by Donald 
Trump.” This is a spreading disdain for both major 
parties by veterans about more than how they have 
been neglected regarding consumer protection, jobs 
and health care. It is directed toward failed foreign 
policy initiatives which spur perpetual wars that 
grind on and on, and the representatives who lack 
any willingness to ask the questions veterans want 
asked about the futility of our soldiers being in these 
countries where the local people do not want us and 
insurgencies keep spreading.
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4. Trump inadvertently further revealed the conse-

quences of our educational system’s deliberate ne-
glect of exposing students to critical thinking about 
power in all its forms. To those millions of fed-up 
Americans who, while disliking Trump’s behavior and 
foul mouth, nevertheless supported him because, “he 
tells it like it is,” please pause for a moment to con-
sider the facts. How does “telling it like it is” equate 
to “being willing and able to do something about it” 
and just what is “it”? Trump is inordinately vague 
here.

These same Americans, so knowledgeable about 
their own daily occupations and their complex hob-
bies, somehow forsake any responsibility to face the 
facts by doing some political homework and demand-
ing that they be participants in the electoral process, 
not mere spectators of an electoral circus and its 
chief carnival barker.

5. More openly, Trump has shown us how the mass 
media can degrade election coverage so long as the 
prospect of greater profits outshine the impetus to 
offer varied and well-informed reporting – especially 
for mass TV and radio. Indeed, Trump’s ability to at-
tract the media’s greed for profits continues to pull 
the mass media closer to the gutter. We can thank the 
president of CBS, Leslie Moonves, for confirming this 
observation when he told a business audience that 
Trump’s campaign “may not be good for America, but 
it’s damn good for CBS.”

In addition, so addicted was the media to scouring 
speeches and Twitter feeds for the latest Trumpisms 
and provocations that it slammed the door on any 
participation by those civic groups that actually have 
been improving our country, know what they’re talk-
ing about, and are able to inject broader topics into 
candidates’ campaigns – topics that are closer to the 
peoples’ concerns, such as looted pensions, corpo-
rate crimes against consumers and workers, crony 
taxpayer bailouts, and bureaucratic waste.

6. Further, Trump has cast some doubt on the in-
vincibility of entrenched plutocracy and oligarchy 
over popular sovereignty. Consider this improbable 
dynamic as we hurtled toward Nov. 8. Supporting 
Hillary Clinton were those on Wall Street, the bulk 
of the military-industrial complex, Silicon Valley 
and, of course, the Democratic Party machinery. She 
was seen, after all, as predictable and not a wild card 
prone to displays of ignorance, inexperience and a 
lashing, bruisable ego.

Trump, by contrast, was largely abandoned by his 
party’s elite. He had a fifth of Hillary’s television ad-
vertising budget, had little get-out-the-vote ground 
game to speak of and was blasted by the mass media 
day after day. He also raised far less money than his 
corporate cash-rich opponent.

Yet, in spite of all of this, he won because enough 
voters swept all these conventional variables aside in 

their fury. Go figure. 
7. Lastly, Trump raised the peril of what South 

Americans have called “the politics of personalismo.” 
By making his ego, his persona, his personal boasts, 
his personal insults, his personal business the core 
of this year’s campaign, he forced the media to reap 
what they have sown with their cynical mantra for 
the local evening news: “if it bleeds, it leads,” mean-
ing not only street crime but other disasters that are 
graphic, violent or in otherwise poor taste. Trump’s 
campaign is the embodiment of such misguided pri-
orities.

Some 60 years ago, in an impoverished state in 
northeast Brazil, a gubernatorial candidate ran on 
the slogan “to my enemies the law, to my friends – 
facilities.” He won the election.

Beware the “politics of personalismo” and its dead-
ly attraction to fateful impulses.

© Nader.org

Media Had It
In For Bernie
BY JOSH HOXIE

To the hundreds of thousands of supporters 
who flocked to his overflowing stadium ral-
lies – and to millions of voters in the Demo-
cratic primaries – Bernie Sanders rated as an 

exceptionally serious and viable candidate for presi-
dent.

The senator from Vermont would end up winning 
23 state contests and revolutionizing small-dollar on-
line fundraising. He raised more money from modest 
donors than any primary candidate in U.S. history.

But to the elite media pundits of the nation’s chat-
tering class, Sanders and his message of economic 
and social justice amounted to little more than an 
annoyance that needed to be swept snappily aside.

Now we have – from long-time political analyst 
Thomas Frank – the evidence of that sweeping.

Frank has sifted through some 200 or so editori-
als, op-eds, and blog posts written about Sanders 
this past spring in the Washington Post, “the publica-
tion that defines the limits of the permissible in the 
capital city.” His final tally: The negative on Sanders 
in the Post’s punditry outweighed the positive by a 
whopping five-to-one margin.

The Post editorial board lobbed its first attack on 
Sanders policies in the lead-up to the Iowa caucuses. 
“Level With Us, Mr. Sanders,” the editorial’s headline 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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KOCHTOPUS, AMERICA

BY BOB JACKMAN

Kochtopus – what’s that?
It’s from New Yorker writer Jane Mayer’s 

book Dark Money – a must-read for anyone 
who cares about the future of Oklahoma’s 

democracy.
It’s about Kansas’ mega-billionaire Koch Broth-

ers and their network of political activists – jokingly 
called a Kochtopus. It is compromised of several hun-
dred like-minded mega-millionaires and –billionaires, 
including several from Oklahoma City.

Mayer’s book details how this secret group over 
30 years slowly, successfully became rivals to both 
political parties as dominant donors and powers in 

many states.
The Kochtopus’ super-rich members grab power by 

steering millions of legally hidden campaign dollars 
– aka Dark Money – to Dark Money) to a majority of 
elected officials in states such as Oklahoma and Kan-
sas.

They use baited hooks – anxiety buttons of guns, 
God, anti-abortion and alleged fed-loving liberals.

The presidential candidates pushed the Kochtopus 
off center stage until after the November elections, 
but they never stop pulling their money and power 
strings. This book helped uncover and explain the 
reality of what has caused today’s ugly, paralyzed de-

Oklahoma Emerges As Ground Zero
For Disastrous Dark Money Agenda 
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mocracy.
The Kochtopus represents one-tenth of 1% of 

America’s population, yet it has undue influence over 
many state governments and universities through its 
long, powerful tentacles – including ALEC [American 
Legislative Exchange Council], Americans for Pros-
perity and numerous other patriotic-sounding politi-
cal action committees.

This enables them to buy and control elected legis-
lators, turning them into puppets – especially young 
newbies. Then, by intimidation, the Kochtopus man-
dates its agenda of no-taxes, damn-the-poor, profits-
before-people, cut public schools and state and fed-
eral services.

And they are determined to make all public colleg-
es and universities no longer free, but semi-private 
schools affordable only to those with money, leav-
ing many college graduates as long-term indentured 
workers.

The Kochtopus’ most seduced converts are in 
Oklahoma and Kansas.

One Dark Money, so-called social welfare, 
501(c)(4) group spent $1.4 million in 2014 

campaigning for former Oklahoma House Speaker 
T.W. Shannon for U.S. Senate against James Lank-
ford – one more Oklahoma example of secret money’s 
reach.

These Dark Money operations do not legally have to 
reveal who their donors are. 

The Koch Brothers worship unregulated free mar-
kets and the goofy trickle-down ideology – which we 
have rudely awakened to in Oklahoma and Kansas. 
It’s really trickle upon you peasants. But the light may 
have turned on in Kansas where GOP state senators 
proposed reinstating income taxes for the wealthiest 
business owners.

Back in Oklahoma, meanwhile, so many services 
have been cut that a turnpike sign should be erected, 
declaring, “Welcome to Oklahoma – A No Government 
Services State.”

Flint, MI, a poor rust-belt minority city, had its 
drinking water turned high-lead-toxic by state and 
city officials’ greedy mismanagement. Flint’s water 
quality failures were made in the name of tax cuts, 
profits over public services and a familiar buzzword 
– efficacy – which usually translates to more private-
sector profits.

Officials there switched from a good, quality source 
of water to a lower cost, bad source despite warnings 
from water chemists. However, in April 2016, after the 
Michigan attorney general investigated the bad-water 
mess, the state of Michigan announced two state of-
ficials and one Flint city official would face criminal 
charges.  

Compare that to Oklahoma’s top nine elected 
officials: governor, lieutenant governor, at-
torney general, three Corporation Commis-
sioners, state auditor, and House and Senate 

leaders.
They failed for five years to utter a single word of re-

sponsibility or regret for 2011 man-made earthquake 
in Prague. And the quakes keep coming – a 5.0 just 
west of Cushing in early November that damaged 50 
structures.

State leaders have not instigated serious earth-
quake damage surveys or pursued proven measures 
known to national seismicity experts to quickly stop 
the majority of Oklahoma’s swarm earthquakes.

Nor did they demand an investigation of the sup-
pression of evidence by the University of Oklahoma 
and the Oklahoma Geological Survey that the earth-
quakes were man-made – caused by disposal wells.

Gov. Mary Fallin finally admitted to this fact in 2015.
Compare Oklahoma’s big oil-controlled state with 

the criminal charges filed against Michigan’s bad-wa-
ter officials: Charged with government failure, denial, 
intransigence, unpreparedness, delay, inaction and 
environmental injustice – 13 felonies and five misde-
meanors! Since Michigan isn’t an Oil Police State like 
Oklahoma, they took necessary legal actions.

Notice how quickly Michigan turned loose its pros-
ecutors on officials sworn to protect citizens’ health, 
safety and well-being but who then blatantly failed to 
do so! They conducted investigations, filed charges 
in 24 months while Oklahoma’s Gang of Nine hasn’t 
stopped our induced earthquakes.

Only term-limited state Rep. Richard Morris-
sette, D-OKC, has acted, hosting a series of 
anti-earthquake conferences, including one 
in Edmond where a packed house heard 

from celebrity whistleblower Erin Brockovich.
He renewed his efforts earlier this month with a 

between-sessions interim study and a state Capitol 
news conference, featuring Pawnee officials and resi-
dents who experienced the powerful, 5.8 magnitude 
quake in early September and a 4.5 on Nov. 1.

“It took Gov. Fallin and her teammates months, if 
not years, to admit to Oklahomans that oil and gas 
disposal wells were the cause of life-threatening 
earthquakes,” Morrissette said.

Worse, he said, oil and gas companies act “as if 
they believe that they are above the law, because the 
product they manufacture is so vital to our way of 
life. Petroleum is important. It’s the irresponsible 
way in which these companies have chosen to ignore 
the science and ignore the potential for damage to 
Oklahomans by injecting millions of gallons of waste-
water under our homes and businesses.

“I know of not one person who has been harmed 
by this activity who has been repaid a penny for their 
loss by the gas and oil industry.”

Morrissette, for his part, detailed a six-point plan 
that focuses on wastewater recycling as a means to 
stop the earthquake swarm and requires oil and gas 
producers to make Oklahomans whole for the dam-
age they’ve suffered.

He even urged that oil and gas companies “vol-
untarily establish a reparation fund for Oklahoma 
victims of manmade earthquakes” – similar to the 
Oklahoma Energy Resources Board’s abandoned well 
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cleanup program. 
“The insurance companies are, in my opinion, be-

ing unfairly made the scapegoats here,” Morrissette 
said. “Oklahoma had virtually zero earthquakes be-
fore facking and injection … It is clear that today’s 
quakes are simply not likely to be from natural causes 
but by aggravation of natural formations … from high 
pressure injection.”

Frequent Earthquake Questions:
[1] Will induced earthquakes again increase if oil 

prices go above $65 per barrel? Answer: yes, unless 
Oklahoma passes smart anti-quake laws and guide-
lines recommended by independent seismicity scien-
tists.

[2] Will a big deadly earthquake occur? Answer: 
Yes, as the Nov. 6 Cushing earthquake demonstrated. 
The U.S. Geological Survey predicts magnitude 6.0-
plus quakes are possible, given the likelihood Okla-
homa’s subterranean, induced imbalance will remain 
for undetermined time.

This summer, a Washington Post story – re-
printed in the Tulsa World – reported many 
white women in Oklahoma are dying in their 
50s. “Worn Down And Dying” told the story of 

an always-working, never-get-ahead Tecumseh wom-
an’s tragically early, worn-out life with forgotten high 
school dreams ending in suicide by cirrhosis. From 
Tecumseh to similar tragedies across rural Oklaho-
ma – including oil-men-made earthquakes’ psycho-
logical and property damages to thousands – to Flint, 
MI’s bad water forced on minorities, their common 
causes can be traced to the Kochtopus encouraging 
self-interest and profits over any public well-being.

It’s a cancerous ideology, swallowed by voters and 
the elected class, that promises jobs and tenured 
power to elected “Stepford Wives” officials.

Oklahomans and Kansans drank deeply from the 
Kochs’ Kool-Aid. 

Now, the Kochtopus is spending millions against 
state judges who often rule against billionaires’ and 
corporation’s sacred profits. It’s their attempt to 
stack judicial deck even more against victims of cor-
porate oligarchies’ various forms of inhumanity and 
earth rape.

Will Kochtopus’ takeover be recorded as the dark-
est chapter in Oklahoma history? 

A suggestion to Kochtopus: A cantankerous friend 
in Blackburn, OK owns most of the down-and-out, 
semi-ghost town’s crumbling buildings, occupied 
mostly by brown recluses and Daddy Longlegs. He 
has agreed to change the town’s name to Kochtopus, 
OK.

Blackburn has a population of less than 100 and 
is listed on the internet as an abandoned town – its 
growth in the 1920s and today stunted by zero con-
necting major highways or railroads. It sits on the 
south, nameless bend of the Arkansas River, across 
from Osage County.

Even crows fly by this town.
Supporters of the name change to Kochtopus think 

it would be the perfect place for the Koch Brothers 
to hold their semi-annual Donors Summit. It meets 
their requirements of a secluded, secure gathering 
place for a hundred or more millionaires and billion-
aires. It’s secretive – no post office, FedEx generally 
finds it with only one driver lost and never found, and 
prying New York Times reporters will not visit a town 
without Starbucks – latté deprivation can be fatal.

Dear Charles and David Koch and comrades: 
Welcome to Kochtopus, OK. A turnaround town 

with low rent, with purchase opportunities awaiting 
the cash infusion of your free-market, no-taxes prof-
its, plus locals guarantee several man-made earth-
quakes during your cloistered fat-cat donors summit 
stay. One possible deal killing stipulation – you have 
to rename its main street “Compassion Avenue!”                                                                     

Yours Truly,
Bob Jackman

Bob Jackman is a petroleum geologist who lives in 
Tulsa.

Beware Small
Business Tax
Giveaway
BY GENE PERRY

A recent press release from Gov. Mary Fallin 
advertised that she was participating in the 
“Bring Small Businesses Back Bus Tour” 
when it came to Oklahoma City. This tour 

is sponsored by the “Job Creators Network,” an as-
sociation of corporate leaders started by the former 
presidential candidate Herman Cain and one of the 
founders of Home Depot.

Fallin’s press release especially focused on promot-
ing H.R. 5374, a proposal by Illinois Republican U.S. 
Rep. Randy Hultgren that he calls the “Bring Small 
Business Back Tax Reform Act.”

Hultgren’s legislation would enact a large tax cut 
for “pass-through income” – the term for business 
income that is reported on the personal tax returns 
of the business owners. Business owners typically 
choose to pass through this income so they can pay 
a lower personal income tax rate than they would if it 
was taxed as normal business income.

It’s already a lucrative tax break that is estimated 
to reduce federal tax revenues by more than $100 bil-
lion per year.

Hultgren’s bill would supersize this tax break. He 
would allow business owners to pay a 10% rate on 
their first $150,000 of income and a 20% rate on in-
come between $150,000 and $1 million.
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For the wealthiest business owners, making up-
wards of $415,000 per year, H.R. 5374 would cut their 
top marginal tax rate almost in half [from the cur-
rent 39.6%]. These business owners would be paying 
a lower marginal rate than the 25% paid by a median 
income household making about $52,000 per year.

The result is that many business owners would be 
allowed to play by a different set of rules and pay far 
less in taxes than their own employees.

If this sounds familiar, you may remember that ex-
empting pass-through income from state personal 
income tax was a major part of the tax cut plan enact-
ed in Kansas in 2012 – the same plan that has dam-
aged the state’s bond rating, slashed school funding, 
resulted in a worse state economy than before the 
tax cuts, and made Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback the 
least popular governor in the U.S.

The pass-through tax break is also not limited to 
“small businesses.” One study estimates that more 
than 70% of pass-through income goes to big busi-
nesses with over $10 million in annual revenues; an-
other study found 69% of pass-through income goes 
to the wealthiest 1% of American households.

It’s a strange model to want to emulate, but unfortu-
nately that hasn’t dissuaded Fallin, corporate lobby-
ing groups like the Job Creators Network, or Donald 
Trump, whose tax plan similarly featured a huge tax 
cut for pass-through income.

If these ideas move forward on the federal level, or 
if tax cuts for pass-through income show up on the 
agenda of state lawmakers, we need to see them for 
what they are – an attempt to shift the responsibility 
for paying taxes off business owners and onto mid-
dle-class working families.

That’s no help to small business, and it’s no recipe 
for a thriving economy.
Gene Perry is policy director of Oklahoma Policy In-
stitute, www.okpolicy.org.

SNAP Is
Working To Feed
State’s Children
BY GENE PERRY

Hundreds of thousands of Oklahoma fami-
lies are able to put enough food on the ta-
ble because of the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program [SNAP]. But research 

increasingly shows that it accomplishes much more 
than that.

Growing up in poverty is shown to have serious, 
long-term effects on children – especially during the 
earliest years of a child’s life. Unfortunately, already-

high poverty rates in Oklahoma are highest among 
Oklahoma children.

Parents of young children tend to earn less because 
they are early in their careers, and because child care 
has become increasingly unaffordable, they often 
must leave a job or cut back on their hours to care 
for their kids.

That’s why SNAP is so important to form a strong 
foundation of health and well-being for low-income 
children. 

A new Center on Budget and Policy Priorities report 
finds that the program lifts millions of families out of 
poverty, improves food security, and helps improve 
health and academic achievement with long-lasting 
consequences.

SNAP delivers more nutrition assistance to low-
income children than any other public or charitable 
effort by far. 

In 2016, SNAP will help about 20 million children 
each month – about one in four U.S. children – while 
providing about $30 billion in nutrition benefits for 
children over the course of the year. In Oklahoma, 
SNAP helped about 262,300 children in fiscal year 
2014, more than one in four [27%] of our state’s kids 
and more than two in five [43%] of the total number of 
Oklahomans helped by SNAP.

SNAP’s benefits are modest, but they’re well-target-
ed to the families that need them the most. 

While participating families with children in Okla-
homa received an average of $410 each month in 
2014, those with incomes below 50% of the poverty 
line [$9,895 per year for a family of three] got $516. 
That’s one reason why SNAP helps lift more children 
out of deep poverty than any other government assis-
tance program.

The program continues helping as family income 
increases above the poverty line but gradually phases 
out so it does not become a disincentive to work. The 
average SNAP benefit for Oklahoma families making 
above 100% of the poverty line in 2014 was $164.

Much of SNAP’s success can be attributed to its 
design, including that consistent national structure 
that effectively targets food benefits to those with the 
greatest need; eligibility rules and a funding struc-
ture that make benefits available to children in al-
most all families with little income and few resourc-
es; a design that automatically responds to changes 
in the economy; and rigorous requirements to ensure 
a high degree of program integrity.

SNAP is helping to give thousands of Oklahoma 
children the foundation they need to succeed. Efforts 
to reform or enhance it should build on its effective-
ness in protecting the well-being of our children – 
and those nationwide – and preserve the essential 
program features that contribute to that success.
Gene Perry is policy director of Oklahoma Policy In-
stitute, www.okpolicy.org.

Read The Observer On-Line
www.okobserver.net



•   NOVEMBER 201624

Robert Dell Lemon was born Jan. 3, 1929, in Shat-
tuck, OK, to R.M. Lemon and Fay Taliaferro and died 
Oct. 22, 2016, in Oklahoma City at age 87. He grew 
up in Booker, TX, in the Dust Bowl. Bob’s grandfa-
ther, Gustavous Erasmus Lemon, staked a claim and 
settled in the Cherokee Strip, Grant County, Okla-
homa Land Run, 1893.

Bob graduated from Booker High School as vale-
dictorian in 1947. He attended Oklahoma State Uni-
versity [OSU], then called Oklahoma A&M College, 
receiving a Bachelor of Science degree in 1951. He 
was a member and Eminent Commander of Sigma 
Nu Fraternity, Phi Eta Sigma, Blue Key Honor Fra-
ternity, Hellhounds Pep Club, and a charter member 
and the first president of the Oklahoma A&M College 
Flying Aggies aviation club in 1948. In 1950, Bob 
married Mary Lou Smith of Booker, TX, and subse-
quently moved to Austin, TX, in 1951, after Bob was 
accepted to the University of Texas School of Law. At 
UT Law, he was a member of the Order of the Coif, 
Chancellors, Phi Alpha Delta, associate note editor 
of the Texas Law Review, and on the winning team 
of the first State Bar of Texas Moot Court Competi-
tion in 1954. He was named Outstanding Member of 
the University of Texas Senior Law Class, and earned 
his Doctorate of Jurisprudence degree with honors 
in 1954.

Rejecting offers from several big law firms in New 
York, Houston and Dallas, Bob moved with Mary Lou 
and their sons Jim and Del to Perryton, TX, where 
Bob accepted a position with Max Boyer’s Law Firm, 
which began his long and distinguished career as Se-
nior Partner of the Lemon Shearer Phillips and Good 

firm – now the Lemon Law Firm – where he practiced 
oil and gas litigation, contract litigation, civil appeals 
and water law. Bob served as City Attorney of Per-
ryton, TX and was Chief Counsel of the North Plains 
Groundwater Conservation District for 50 years. He 
was licensed to practice law in two states, maintain-
ing memberships in the Northeastern Texas Panhan-
dle, State of Texas, State of Oklahoma, American, 
and Federal Bar Associations. He was named Per-
ryton Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year in 
1973. Bob’s close relationships and close ties to the 
northeastern counties of the Panhandle of Texas con-
tinued for the rest of his life. In fact, during his last 
six years, he sponsored high school bands from a 
four-state area to march in the annual Wheatheart of 
the Nation Celebration in Perryton. Bob loved music 
and considered a parade of trombones and trumpets 
in August in the Texas Panhandle to be a truly grand 
event.

Bob served on the Board of Trustees of the National 
City Christian Church Foundation in Washington, DC, 
and was a member of the Board of Trustees of Phil-
lips University in Enid, OK, and Phillips Theological 
Seminary in Tulsa, from which he received an honor-
ary Doctorate of Humane Letters. 

After he and Mary Lou moved to Oklahoma City 
in 2001, they supported Mayflower Congregational 
Church and Church of the Open Arms. They enjoyed 
nothing more than attending OSU Cowboy sporting 
events, where they were season ticket holders in 
football and basketball and were avid wrestling and 
baseball fans, as well. In November 2002, Bob was 
the District 85 Democratic candidate for the Oklaho-

Our dear friend and Oklahoma Observer Advisory Board member Bob Lemon died at home Oct. 22, watch-
ing his beloved Oklahoma State Cowboys beat Kansas. Bob, shown here [right] sharing a laugh with CBS 
Anchor Walter Cronkite at an Interfaith Alliance dinner in New York, was an Oklahoma treasure – a sweet, 
generous, brilliant man whose life was spent in service to others. He never wavered in his fight to help cre-
ate a better, fairer, more progressive Oklahoma – one where all have an equal shot at becoming all their cre-
ator intended, regardless of sexual preference, race, religion or socioeconomic status. We shall miss Bob’s 
wise counsel, his infectious smile and his delightful sense of humor. And we shall never forget his devotion 
to, and love for, his family – an extraordinary example for us all. Rest in peace, dear friend.

ROBERT D. LEMON 1929-2016
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ma House of Representatives, losing in a close con-
test with a four-term Republican incumbent. Bob and 
his beloved wife had dreamed of spending their gold-
en years as activists together in Oklahoma, but she 
died less than two months later on Dec. 22, 2002. 
They were married for 52 years and two days.

Community engagement and political involve-
ment were always very important to both Bob and 
Mary Lou, and no one was a second-class citizen in 
their world. They believed all people are entitled to 
equal rights and protection under the law, universal 
respect, and human dignity. Together they devoted 
their time, energy, enthusiasm and resources to un-
derstanding and openly and fearlessly confronting 
bigotry and prejudice in all its forms, particularly 
regarding sexual orientation. They were appointed 
Democratic observers for Al Gore during the 2000 
presidential election recount in Florida, but after Bob 
– who never knew a stranger – gave an interview to 
CNN, which was prohibited, they were quickly de-
moted to the position of ballot guard and assigned 
the graveyard shift [which they loved]. 

After Mary Lou’s death in 2002, and with the un-
ending love, guidance, and continual caregiving of his 
daughter, Robyn Lemon Sellers, Bob was able to fur-
ther their dedication to the issues they had valiantly 
taken on as a couple. In spite of health challenges 
that might have deterred anyone else, Bob remained 
a constant presence, participant, advocate, activ-
ist and avid supporter of many causes. He marched 
in the annual Martin Luther King Jr. and Oklahoma 
Pride Parades; he walked with his sons, Chrys and 
Jim, in the Peace March on the Pentagon; he held 
signs for the OKC Peace House Saturday morning 
peace rallies; and he traveled to the Western White 
House in Crawford, TX with Nathaniel Batchelder for 
a peaceful protest of the Iraq War.

Bob was a member of and supported numerous or-
ganizations, including: Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, United Nations Association, American Civil Liber-
ties Union, Stonewall Democrats, Cimarron Alliance 
Foundation, Planned Parenthood Great Plains, Trust 
Women, Human Rights Campaign Foundation, Gay 
and Lesbian Victory Fund, and GLAAD [Gay Lesbian 
and Affirming Disciples]. Bob’s numerous honors in-
clude: Hero of Hope from Cathedral of Hope; Oklaho-
ma Democratic Party’s Carl Albert Award; Man of the 
Year from the Oklahoma ACLU; Bill Rogers Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Cimarron Alliance; An-
gie Debo Civil Libertarian of the Year; Descendants 
of Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes Humanitar-
ian Award; and together with Robyn, the Margaret 
Sanger Legacy Award from Planned Parenthood.  

Bob served as executive producer of Drew Em-
ery’s award winning film, Inlaws & Outlaws, a mov-
ing documentary about love between couples, both 
gay and straight. Bob also produced a dramatic play 
by Steven Dietz, The Lonely Planet. And Bob was 
the proud Publisher Emeritus of The Gayly, an LGBTQ 
newspaper published in Oklahoma City. He invested 

himself and his resources in causes on the cutting 
edge of so many political and social issues, including 
poverty, LGBTQ matters and climate change. Bob’s 
motto – “straight, but not narrow” – was reflected in 
his belief that we are all members of one family, liv-
ing together with our one home, the Earth. Bob lived 
his beliefs.

Preceded in death by his brother, Glen, in 1986, 
Bob is survived by his loving family: daughter, Robyn 
Lemon Sellers and former son-in-law John Sellers, 
and sons, Chrys Lemon, Jim Lemon and wife Anna, 
Eli “Moque” Grayson, and Del Lemon and wife Les-
lie; grandchildren, Michael Lemon, Jackie Lemon, 
Garry Rogers, Jeny Center and husband Steve, Julia 
Rogers and husband Jair Isaac, Diana Rogers Jaeger 
and husband Kevin, Kevin Rogers, Ochirkhuu Dorj-
suren and wife Doris, and Catherine Wolfe; and great 
grandchildren, Jeffrey Rogers, Kai Johnson, J’menii, 
Jeah and Jozlyn Isaac, Aiden and Axl Jaeger, and 
Sophie and Madison Dorjsuren. Bob also is survived 
by his sister-in-law, Helaine Lemon, brother-in-law, 
Jimmy Smith and nephews, Marcus and Martin Lem-
on and Richard and Jeff Smith – and, of course, “Bar-
ney,” Bob’s constant companion, a small black bag 
that contained diabetic testing and emergency sup-
plies, which literally saved Bob’s life many times, his 
having been a severe diabetic since the age of 19.

Two events will honor Bob: A musical tribute will be 
held Sunday, Nov. 13, at 2 p.m., Church of the Open 
Arms, 3131 North Pennsylvania, Oklahoma City. A 
celebration of his life will occur during OKC Pride 
Week, summer 2017. In lieu of flowers, contributions 
are welcome and appreciated to one of the follow-
ing organizations, or to a charity or other cause of 
your choice: Planned Parenthood Great Plains, 619 
NW 23rd St., Oklahoma City, OK 73103, [405] 528-
2157; or Trust Women, 1240 SW 44th St., Oklaho-
ma City, 73109, [316] 425-3215 [itrustwomen.org]. 
Trust Women is a leading pro-choice and reproduc-
tive justice foundation.
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Why It Takes Local Activists
To End A School-To-Prison Pipeline

BY JEFF BRYANT

It had been a difficult summer for Darian [not his 
real name]. The 14-year-old had recently lost his 
father to a gun homicide. He had grown sullen 
and prone to angry outbursts and had recently 

texted to a friend, “You say that to me again and I’m 
going to kill you,” in response to a taunt.

Darian had no history of violent behavior, but the 
family had grown concerned about his emotional 
health, according to his grandmother Eunice Haigler. 
In a phone conversation, she tells me they hoped 
once Darian started school again in the fall, he would 
have access to a school counselor who would be able 
to help him with his emotions.

But on the first day of the new school year, what 
Darian encountered instead of a counselor was a 
cop. School police, typically called school resource 
officers or SROs, took Darian into custody, charged 
him with making threats via an electronic device and 

saddled him with a criminal record.
“Since SROs got involved in schools,” Haigler says, 

“our kids are getting arrested for issues that used to 
be taken care of with a trip to the principal’s office.” 
Having police in schools, she maintains, “takes is-
sues out of the school. [The SROs] treat kids as little 
criminals.”

Another student, Denise [also not her real name] 
displayed behavior problems and impulsivity in ele-
mentary school and eventually was diagnosed ADHD 
with depression and provided an Individual Educa-
tion Plan [IEP] to ensure her teachers were aware of 
and responsive to her needs.

Her mother, Tyran Green, tells me in a phone con-
versation that the system was working well for De-
nise until her school district changed to a zero toler-
ance discipline policy, and suddenly every small act 
of impulsivity Denise committed was resulting in an 



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 27

out-of-school suspension. After her last suspension, 
during her sophomore year of high school, Denise 
grew completely despondent and attempted suicide.

Green, a single mother of five children, has had to 
deal with out-of-school suspensions with four of her 
children.

“Zero tolerance policies make things worse,” says 
Green. “Many parents complain about these policies 
but have a hard time voicing those complaints be-
cause they have to work two jobs and are too busy or 
they think it’s a lost cause.”

These personal accounts bring to mind disturbing 
videos that recently went viral, showing an SRO at a 
South Carolina high school flipping a student out of 
her chair and a school cop in Texas body-slamming a 
12-year-old girl to the ground.

The presence of SROs in schools and the frequent 
use of out-of-school suspensions both tend to cor-
relate with higher numbers of children and teens be-
ing pushed into the criminal justice system. For this 
reason, these approaches to disciple are often associ-
ated with what has become known as the school-to-
prison pipeline.

Recent declarations from civil rights groups and 
policy statements from government officials have 
called for changes in discipline codes, new guide-
lines for SROs, and an end to the school-to-prison 
pipeline. But nothing will likely change for students 
like Darian and Denise until parents, educators and 
education justice advocates mobilize on the ground 
to demand positive changes.

A NATIONAL PROBLEM
Studies showing the high correlation of out-of-

school suspensions to eventual involvement in the 
criminal justice system are well known among policy 
circles. A 2011 study by the Council of State Govern-
ments Justice Center found that being suspended 
or expelled from school made a student nearly three 
times more likely to come into contact with the juve-
nile justice system within the next year.

A 2015 report from the UCLA Civil Rights Project 
found that out-of school suspensions are dispropor-
tionally used on students of color and students with 
disabilities. In the most recent year with available 
data, 16% of black students and 7% of Latino stu-
dents were suspended, while the rate for white stu-
dents was 5%. Students with disabilities had suspen-
sion rates that were two to three times their peers.

The presence of SROs in school often makes mat-
ters worse. A recent study by the American Bar Asso-
ciation found, “A police officer’s regular presence at 
a school significantly increases the odds that school 
officials will refer students to law enforcement for 
various offenses, including these lower-level offenses 
that should be addressed using more pedagogically-
sound methods.”

As law enforcement officers in school proliferate, 
counselors and other support staff have become 
scarcer. According to a recent study from the Center 
for American Progress, nearly 35 million children in 

the U.S. live with emotional and psychological trau-
ma, yet “only a fraction of these students – approxi-
mately 8 million of them – have access to a school 
psychologist. Even fewer students have access to a 
social worker. Across the nation, only 63% of public 
schools even offer all students a counselor.”

Darian and Denise attend schools in Virginia – Spot-
sylvania and Portsmouth, respectively – where prob-
lems associated with overly harsh school discipline 
policies are worse than in virtually any other state.

VIRGINIA, NATION’S WORST
According to data obtained from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Education in 2015, “Virginia schools in a sin-
gle year referred students to law enforcement agen-
cies at a rate nearly three times the national rate,” 
according to a report from the Center for Public In-
tegrity.

CPI found that referrals “turned into thousands of 
complaints filed in courts, many of them against pre-
teens. The most frequent complaints are for disor-
derly behavior.”

Among the individual cases CPI examined was 
a 12-year-old girl who was charged with four mis-
demeanors, including obstruction of justice for 
“clenching her fist” at a school cop. In another case, 
an 11-year-old boy, diagnosed as autistic, kicked a 
trashcan during a tantrum and was charged with dis-
orderly conduct by the SRO who witnessed the event.

Haigler knows of similar incidents at the schools 
her grandchildren attend, including a young boy 
charged with damaging property for knocking over a 
potted plant and an elementary student who was sus-
pended for wanting to go to the bathroom.

Out-of-school suspensions and encounters with 
law enforcement during teen and preteen years can 
have lifelong consequences for students. As the 
authors of the UCLA study cited above write, “The 
damage wrought by this ‘pipeline’ does not end with 
prison; it goes on to cause voter disenfranchisement, 
degradation of health and culture, and a shorter life 
expectancy.”

The alarming data related to school suspensions, 
SROs, and their impacts have started to influence 
policy makers and the advocacy work of national or-
ganizations.

GETTING ATTENTION AT THE TOP
Faced with the scathing revelations of Virginia’s 

top rank in the school to prison pipeline, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe announced in 2015 “a new initiative aimed 
at decreasing student suspensions, expulsions and 
referrals to law enforcement,” according to local 
news sources. 

The initiative was spearheaded by Anne Holton, 
who was Virginia’s Secretary of Education at the 
time. [Holton is the wife of U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, the 
vice-president-elect]. The initiative called for “joint 
training for school administrators and school police 
officers so both groups are aware of the dangers of 
criminalizing kids,” according to a report by CPI.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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What The
Black Radical 
Tradition
Can Teach
Us About
Rebuilding
The Antiwar 
Movement
BY CIARA TAYLOR

Editor’s note: The author uses the terms 
“womxn” and “folx” to include all gender ori-
entations. The “x” signifies inclusiveness of 
transgender people and their experiences.

When CodePink co-founder Jodie 
Evans contacted me a couple 
of months ago with the idea of 
hosting a People’s Tribunal on 

the Iraq War, my first thought was: we’re still 
in Iraq? Choosing to hide my ignorance, I lis-
tened intently to the concept, even though I 
had already swept the idea into my mental 
recycle bin.

Following our chat, however, the strang-
est thing happened. The “Iraq war” began to 
come up in my everyday conversations, from 
friends and colleagues to entertainment and 
news stories. As someone who believes in 
signs, this was enough for me to take the idea of the 
project seriously.

In preparation for my role in organizing the People’s 
Tribunal on the Iraq War, I spent a couple of weeks 
probing into the past 25 years of this illegal war. I was 
disappointed by the fact that most of the reporting, 
journalism and history of the war is centered in the 
perspective of cisgender white men.

Understanding the historical shortcomings of the 
leadership class retaining power and mobility by 

making decisions on behalf of marginalized groups, I 
was curious to know how a movement contextualized 
by a mostly white paradigm will be able to imagine 
sustainable solutions for the larger society.

Being one of only a handful of people of color and 
one of only two black womxn attending my first an-
tiwar conference, I was asked more questions about 
my experience as both a millennial and as a black 
womxn navigating a movement defined by older, 
wealthy, white people, than on my perspective of war. 
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Troubled by the lack of marginalized groups at the 
conference and by the limited historical understand-
ing of the black radical tradition’s role in peace move-
ments, I chose to do a little research.

Despite what our society’s white-supremacist nar-
rative would have you believe, black people in the 
United States are historically anti-war and intuitive-
ly anti-imperialist. In fact, in a Zogby Poll that was 
released three weeks before the war in Iraq was de-
clared, black people within the United States were 
least likely to support an invasion in Iraq.

The September 2003 poll asked: “Would you be will-
ing to support an invasion of Iraq if it resulted in the 
deaths of thousands of Iraq citizens?” According to 
its findings, 70% of white males said “yes,” 16% of 
Latinxs said “yes” and only 7% of black people said 
“yes.”

This data shows that, when it comes to invasion 
and war, black folx are more likely to oppose U.S. 
incursion. So why does it appear that the anti-war 
movement is dominated by white folx? Well, I believe 
there is no such thing as coincidence.

In a recent conversation with Glen Ford of Black 
Agenda Report, he was able to guide me through the 
systematic removal of black perspectives from the 
U.S. global agenda. One of the oldest and most telling 
examples of this was around the war in Vietnam.

Black opposition to the war was vocalized and vis-
ible, but the choice of many organizers to focus their 
objection to the war on the high casualty rate and 
treatment of black servicemen rather than in oppo-
sition to U.S. imperialism created a division in the 
analyses and strategies of social justice movements.

“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an exception to 
the rule,” Ford explained. “He took a moral position 
against the war both because it was a crime against 
Vietnamese and because it was also, objectively, a 
‘war against the poor,’ with the aggressor country – 
the United States – sucking up all the resources that 
could have gone toward eliminating poverty.”

And it’s not just about morality. To hold an anti-im-
perialist stance is to have a principled political posi-
tion on foreign policy that is constructed by analysis 
and not simply through subjective understandings of 
righteousness or virtuosity.

Black people in the United States have been unique-
ly positioned in this country to be naturally averse 
to imperialist efforts because of our intimate history 
with Western invasion, occupation and terrorism that 
still directly and indirectly affects us to this today.

Following the death of Dr. King, much of the remain-
ing leadership surrendered the movement’s powerful 
anti-imperialist analysis, allowing for wealthy, white 
hegemony to reside over national and foreign affairs 
while black and marginalized people narrowed our 
approach to “civil rights.”

This breakdown in the roles of black and white 
people in the movement is a mirror of the division of 
roles in our overall society – determining who gets to 
talk about what and how they are able to talk about it. 

As Ford put it, “there is an understanding that white 
people run the world while black people are left only 
to observe the taboo.”

The problem is that, even in the struggles for lib-
eration and peace, the leadership class [historically 
white, wealthy and male] is only interested in its own 
mobility and not in the system itself. With the leader-
ship class’s ability to speak on behalf of the people, 
they are able to talk about the world and make deci-
sions in the world without regard for the actual well-
being of the people in the world – only for power itself.

The fracturing of the anti-war movement during the 
Obama Administration is no coincidence, either. I 
have found since revealing that I did not know that 
our troops were still in Iraq that I was not alone.

The strategies of the imperial war industrial com-
plex of the United States shifted after the blowback 
from the peace movement’s post-Iraq War invasion. 
The opposition to the 2003 invasion of Iraq showed 
that the U.S. public would not support a large-scale 
occupation in the region. The U.S. discovered for the 
first time that it could not use its army any way it 
liked.

This success is often drowned in Obama-related 
propaganda surrounding the promises of his cam-
paign and through the use of proxy wars in Egypt, 
Libya, and Afghanistan. This in itself is its own story.

In reflection of my first anti-war conference, I would 
like to offer some suggestions for our movement as 
we seek to rebuild.

1. Marginalized people in the anti-war move-
ment have an analysis and understanding of war 
beyond basic neo-liberal identity politics. 

Your knowing glances, nudges and winks every 
time someone remarks on the absence of marginal-
ized groups in antiwar spaces aren’t getting us any-
where. However disheartened I felt by the shortage of 
people of color [particularly womxn], it was nowhere 
near the vexation I felt when the only panels that fea-
tured womxwn and people of color were in relation to 
patriarchy, anti-black racism and Islamophobia. The 
antiwar movement is made up of highly informed and 
well-researched people. 

I think it is time to allow for womxn and people of 
color to focus our efforts in the antiwar movement 
toward actually ending war, and not solely as teach-
ers or sounding boards for white guilt and adulation.

2. Stop shaming people who enlisted in the 
military or who participate in the war economy. 

The United States has a long history of targeting 
and recruiting people of color into the war industrial 
complex. The Buffalo Soldiers engaged in the settler 
projects from 1866 to the early 1890s in the south-
west and Great Plains regions of the United States are 
a good example of this. 

Bill Fletcher defines the “racial settler state” as the 
removal of an indigenous population in order to in-
troduce the racial, hierarchal system of social orga-
nization of the west. Wars justify a validation of racial 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 47
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We Must Listen To Dakota Access
Pipeline Protesters, Not Punish Them
BY MARK RUFFALO

Last month, I was privileged to spend two days 
at the Standing Rock Reservation in North 
Dakota. Thousands of Native Americans have 
been camping along the Missouri river for 

months in an effort to defend clean water and sacred 
land from the Dakota Access oil pipeline.

I had my heart broken listening to the testimony 
of Chase Iron Eyes and Bobbi Jean Three Legs in 
a Town Hall-style meeting. I had my hope renewed 
standing under grey prairie skies beside the Rev. Jes-
se Jackson, bearing witness to the largest gathering 
of Native Americans in modern history. Represent-
ing hundreds of tribes, these courageous water pro-
tectors support the Standing Rock Sioux, defending 
their water and their way of life.

Plans call for the Dakota Access pipeline to carry 
highly toxic fracked oil across four states, 200 water-

ways, and land sacred to the Standing Rock Sioux.
The protesters know that pipelines leak, explode, 

pollute and poison land and water, and they don’t 
want that happening to any of the millions of people 
who depend on the Missouri river. So they protest – 
peacefully. Inspired by a band of young Lakota run-
ners crisscrossing the country on foot, they spend 
their days praying and chanting, and saying “no” to 
violations of their land, their health and their free-
dom.

But their peaceful efforts are being met with force. I 
heard first-hand accounts of violent encounters with 
armed private security guards, police bearing assault 
rifles, and aggressive arrests by the hundreds. I see 
the faces of the people I met on my Facebook feed, 
now marred by rubber bullets, eyes watering from 
teargas. Against these unarmed protesters, North Da-
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kota’s governor has spent millions of dollars on ad-
ditional security forces and even sent in the National 
Guard.

This makes no sense. North Dakota is not in a state 
of emergency; it is in a state of grace. The protesters 
threaten nothing except an outdated system of dirty, 
dangerous energy.

What if, instead of brutalizing these protesters, we 
took a moment to listen to them? Not only are these 
men and women putting their bodies on the line to 
protect precious resources – they are charting the 
way to a better future for all of us.

I went to North Dakota at the invitation of Wahleah 
Johns, founder of Native Renewables. She grew up 
in a traditional Navajo community poisoned by a gi-
ant strip-mining operation and now works to create 
low-cost clean energy solutions for Native American 
families.

Together, we delivered Navajo-made portable solar 
panels to provide clean energy to power medical tents 
and other camp facilities as winter approaches. The 
solar trailers symbolize a healthy, equitable, prosper-
ous energy future made possible by clean renewable 
energy.

Kandi Mossett of the Indigenous Environmental 
Network is working ceaselessly to stop the Dakota 
Access pipeline. She grew up on the Fort Berthold 

Reservation in North Dakota and witnessed the ter-
rible toll oil drilling and fracking took on the health 
of native people who lived nearby. She came to Stand-
ing Rock with her toddler on her hip and a powerful 
sense of justice.

David Archambault II is the Standing Rock Sioux 
tribal chairman. As I arrived in North Dakota, he was 
in my home state of New York sharing what’s happen-
ing at Standing Rock with a room full of philanthro-
pists, inviting them to stand on the right side of his-
tory and support those working to stop the pipeline.

These indigenous leaders are just a few of the thou-
sands of water protectors who know first-hand the 
toxic legacy of fossil fuel extraction and exploitation. 
They are forging a new path that integrates the lat-
est in clean energy innovation with indigenous wis-
dom that cares for community, protects the land and 
looks toward the wellbeing of our children and grand-
children.

This clean-energy path is supported, too, by sci-
ence and economics. Research from Stanford Univer-
sity shows it would be technologically feasible and 
economically beneficial for the U.S. to transition to 
100% clean, renewable energy. In fact, the shift is al-
ready happening.

North Dakota already gets almost a quarter of its 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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Jim Hightower

Cannon Ball Is Epic Story
From America’s Heartland

There is an epic clash of two cultures – one 
with a guiding ethic of harmony between peo-
ple and nature, the other driven by an ethos 
that encourages the exploitation of both. Yet, 

for months, our clueless media gave this match-up 
little coverage.

For the face-off is between Energy Transfer Part-
ners, one of the world’s largest pipeline corporations, 
and the Standing Rock Lakota Sioux Tribe. It’s not 
merely big news, but the panoramic story of America 
itself. It’s a real reality show – a cultural, political and 
moral drama featuring raw greed, grassroots courage, 
class war, ancient rites, human rights, defenders of 
the common good, the most nefarious Texas oilman 
since J. R. Ewing, a historic gathering of Native tribes 
and a Bull-Connor-style sheriff – all on location near 
a North Dakota town named Cannon Ball!

The Dakota Access Pipeline is a massive 1,172-mile-
long pipeline being constructed by EPT. It will cut 
through North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa and Illi-
nois. This pipeline, owned by oilman Kelcy Warren, 
crosses 200 rivers and countless farms, and it cuts 
through the ancestral lands and burial grounds of the 
Tribe.

DAPL risks economic and environmental disaster. 
The corporation plans to bury its oil pipeline un-
der the Missouri, beneath the Lakota people’s main 
source of water for drinking, bathing, irrigation, fish-
ing, and recreation. As a Lakota phrase says – water 
is life – and one rupture could be ruinous.

In April, the Standing Rock Sioux made their stand. 
Some 35 tribal leaders established Sacred Stone 
Camp, just off their reservation and near where ETP’s 
engineers intend to tunnel under the river. After the 
tribe’s social media network spread word of the rebel-
lion, a spontaneous migration of Native people – not 
coordinated by anyone – began arriving at the camp 
to stand in solidarity against ETP.

They came in cars, campers, and caravans – some 
even paddled down the Missouri in traditional ca-
noes. By August, representatives of 280 Native Ameri-

can tribes had joined, making this the largest, most 
diverse, cross-tribal action in U.S. history. Sacred 
Stone Camp pulsated with a sense of rediscovered 
power, ancestral duty, and indigenous culture. Not 
only were spirits high, but the extraordinary unity of 
so many diverse Native cultures – boldly gathering in 
a show of strength and shouting “NO” to yet another 
arrogant act of gross injustice – seemed to herald a 
reawakening.

As the protest gained strength – and was joined by 
thousands of progressives and covered by indepen-
dent media – ETP and its political minions responded 
predictably: with panic, whining, lies, and brute force.

North Dakota’s governor, Jack Dalrymple falsely 
wailed that “unlawful acts associated with the protest 
near Cannon Ball have led to serious public safety 
concerns and property damage.” He declared a state 
of emergency, set up road blocks to seal off the res-
ervation, brought in riot-clad troopers, removed state 
water and health services from the protest area, and 
used his state PR machine to demonize the activists 
as a violent threat to surrounding towns of white peo-
ple.

ETP’s legal beagles have attempted to silence pro-
testors by filing hokey lawsuits against several tribal 
leaders and activists that may be aimed at bankrupt-
ing defendants with legal fees; seeking a federal in-
junction against anyone interfering with pipeline 
construction; and threatening to prosecute Native 
Americans for – Oh, the irony! – trespassing on land 
that was theirs before it was stolen from them.

On Labor Day weekend, a DAPL crew suddenly 
started construction on the under-river tunnel, re-
portedly damaging tribal burial sites. When unarmed 
protestors put their bodies in front of the machin-
ery, a line of private “pipeline guards” showed up and 
blasted at least 30 protestors with pepper spray and 
sicced a pack of attack dogs on them. At least six 
people were bitten, including a child and a pregnant 
woman.

At least four reporters have been charged with ev-
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erything from criminal trespass to conspiracy for try-
ing to cover what the mainstream media won’t touch. 
Charges are still pending for some of these journal-
ists.

Standing Rock tribe’s chair, Dave Archambault has 
made clear that the Native people are committed to 
the higher values of “our lands, people, water, and 
sacred sites.”

As they have been for millennia, the tribe’s actions 
today must be based on the common good of their 
grandchildren and their grandchildren-generations 
into the future. The Standing Rock Sioux are in this 
fight for the long haul: “Our fight isn’t over until 
there is permanent protection of our people and re-
sources from the pipeline. We won’t stop until they 
[EPT] stop.”

To find out more and join the fight, go to www.Sa-
credStoneCamp.org.

© Creators.com

Wells Fargo’s
Top Down
Ethical Rot

gus transactions, boosting its profits.
This is not a case of a few bankers gone rogue, but 

of a whole bank gone rogue, rotting from the head 
down. Some stories of corporate villainy make me 
throw up my hands in astonishment. But this one is 
so putrid it makes me literally throw up.

The sorry, still-evolving saga of Wells Fargo system-
atically stealing from its small depositors is a gag-
inducing story of executive-suite greed. Start at the 
very top, with CEO John Stumpf, who claimed at a 
recent Senate hearing on the scandal to be shocked 
and “deeply sorry” that thousands of his employees 
had been opening bogus accounts in the names of 
non-English-speaking and elderly customers.

The silver-haired bank chief assured senators that 
he and other top bosses knew nothing about this 
mass breach of the bank’s code of ethics, blaming 
low-level employees and firing 5,300 of them. But 
John, John, John: First, weren’t you the one squeez-
ing those employees relentlessly to push customers 
into multiple accounts? Second, how could you pos-
sibly not notice a huge crime spree that rampaged 
throughout your bank’s branches for seven years? 
Third, what about all those calls that honest employ-
ees made to your “ethics hotline” taking place every 
day? And, fourth, while you now cravenly blame your 
$12-an-hour employees for this bank-run mugging 
operation, it turns out you read about it in a 2013 
expose by The Los Angeles Times. Why didn’t you 
stop it then?

Stumpf didn’t act because he was busy stuffing his 
own pockets with the loot, hauling off more than $100 
million in personal pay in the last four years alone. 
What a deal: Workers are pressured to rob custom-
ers, then they get fired, while the boss of the caper 
grabs a fortune and protects all the higher ups – and 
he expects to get away with it all by making a non-
apology to some senators.

But the chief is not the only one who should be 
held accountable at Wells Fargo. Where were its 
board members, who are empowered and duty-bound 
to set, monitor, and assure ethnical corporate behav-
ior from the top down? For seven years, this 15-mem-
ber board of governance sat idle, apparently incuri-
ous about their corporation’s flagrant, widespread 
thievery, even after the report by the LA Times ex-
posed it. Far from investigating and clamping down, 
the board kept shoving multimillion-dollar bonuses 
at Stumpf and other top executives. This is a power-
house board, made up of top executives from other 
corporations, former government financial officials 
and big-time academics. And they are extremely well-
paid to be diligent, getting up to $400,000 a year to 
keep Wells Fargo honest.

What’s at work here is the ethical rot that now con-
sumes America’s entire corporate system – a system 
that steals from the many to further enrich the few, 
buying off the integrity and vigilance of those who 
run it. Excuse me, but I have to go throw up now. – 
Jim Hightower

Just when you thought that Big Banker greed surely 
bottomed out with 2008’s Wall Street crash and bail-
out, along comes Wells Fargo, burrowing even deeper 
into the ethical slime to reach a previously unimagi-
nable level of corporate depravity.

It’s one thing for these giants of finance to cook 
the books or defraud investors, but top executives 
of Wells Fargo have been profiteering for years by 
literally forcing their employees to rob the bank’s 
customers. Rather than a culture of service, execu-
tives have pushed a high-pressure “sales culture” at 
least since 2009, demanding that front-line employ-
ees meet extreme quotas of selling myriad unneces-
sary bank products to common depositors who just 
wanted a simple checking account. Employees were 
expected to load each customer with at least eight ac-
counts, and employees were monitored constantly on 
meeting their quotas – fail and they’d be fired.

That’s why the bosses’ sales culture turned em-
ployees into a syndicate of bank robbers. The thiev-
ery was systemic, and it was not subtle: Half a mil-
lion customers were secretly issued credit cards 
they didn’t request; fake email accounts for online 
services were set up without customers’ knowledge; 
debit cards were issued and activated without telling 
customers; depositors’ money was moved from one 
account to another; signatures were forged – and, of 
course, Wells Fargo collected fees for all of these bo-
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What The Father Of American Law
Enforcement Has To Teach Us

BY JEREMY KUZMAROV

Very few Americans today are familiar with 
August Vollmer, the “father of American 
law enforcement” who served as chief of the 
Berkeley police department from 1905-31.

In an era where police killings have become epidem-
ic, we need to reacquaint ourselves with Vollmer’s 
ideal of democratic police forces which he advanced 
throughout his career.

In February 1951, Collier’s Magazine titled a pro-
file of Vollmer “America’s Top Cop.” Writer Albert 
Deutsch noted that Vollmer’s home in Berkeley in-
cluded as a prominent feature both a well-stocked li-
brary of books devoted to the exploits of the nation’s 
toughest criminals, and a jar of large tin candy balls 

which was for neighborhood kids who came to his 
house with their problems.

For nearly three decades as police chief of Berke-
ley, Vollmer used to tell all rookies: “Your main job 
as a cop on the beat is not to make a lot of arrests, 
but to help prevent crime. The best way to do this is 
to start with the children. Make friends with them. 
Guide them towards law-abiding citizenship. Show 
them that the law is their friend not their enemy.”

During the 19th Century, American police forces 
were notorious for their corruption and promotion of 
the “third degree,” or torture methods in interroga-
tion. Alexander S. “Clubber” Williams, a corrupt cop 
in New York’s Vice District, symbolized the era when 
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he told a reporter that “there is more law in the end 
of a nightstick than in the decision of the Supreme 
Court.”

Vollmer pioneered a more professional approach to 
policing in Berkeley that influenced police reform ef-
forts nationwide. A strong proponent of scientific po-
licing, he opposed capital punishment and embraced 
a social work approach to policing, visiting local jails 
himself each morning to talk to inmates and urging 
his officers to interact with members of the commu-
nity while walking their beat.

Vollmer believed in the importance of proper train-
ing and education for police and helped found the 
Berkeley School of Criminology, which evolved as 
an institution dedicated to studying police problems 
and developing solutions. A veteran of the Spanish-
American war who cut his teeth training police in 
Manila in the early 1900s, Vollmer was more liberal 
than many of his contemporaries in defending com-
munists’ right to free assembly and speech and in 
criticizing drug prohibition laws.

Presciently, he observed that: “Stringent laws, 
spectacular police drives, vigorous prosecution and 
imprisonment of addicts and peddlers have proved 

not only useless and enormously expensive but they 
are also unjustifiably and unbelievably cruel in their 
application.”

If Vollmer were around today, he would recoil in hor-
ror at the epidemic of police shootings gripping our 
nation. He would be against stop-and-frisk and the 
broken windows policing model promoted by Don-
ald Trump and ex-Mayor Rudy Giuliani of New York, 
opposed to the Pentagon’s 1033 program providing 
military equipment to police forces and against the 
school-to-prison pipeline and the War on Drugs.

August Vollmer was not able to solve all the prob-
lems with police forces in his time as he failed to ef-
fectively reform the Los Angeles Police Department 
when he took it over in 1926. However, Vollmer pos-
sessed a sound conception of how a genuinely liberal 
and democratic police force should function, and his 
is the model we need to turn to today as we embark 
on a program of reforming our police.
Jeremy Kuzmarov is J.P Walker Assistant Professor 
of History at the University of Tulsa and author of 
Modernizing Repression: Police Training and Nation 
Building in the American Century [University of Mas-
sachusetts Press, 2012]
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Bernie

read. Sanders couldn’t possibly be taken seriously, 
the Post editorial argued. His pie-the-sky ideas would 
never pass Congress.

Post columnist Dana Milbank followed up with a 
hatchet-job headlined, Nominating Sanders Would 
Be Insane, published shortly before the editorial 
board delivered still another body blow – titled The 
Real Problem with Mr. Sanders – that doubled down 
on the newspaper’s outright contempt for the Sand-
ers left perspective.

This pattern would continue throughout the prima-
ry, over and over. The “Post’s pundit platoon,” notes 
Frank, “just seemed to despise Bernie Sanders.”

What explains the Post’s disdain? 
In a 6,000-word essay for Harpers, Frank looked 

closely at the impact class had on the journalists 
tasked with covering the progressively populist Sand-
ers campaign. These journalists – mostly prosperous 
Ivy Leaguers who relish their roles as insiders – end-
ed up functioning as “the house organ of a merito-
cratic elite.”

The issues these journalists deem serious, like def-
icit reduction and entitlement “reform,” reflect this 
class affiliation. The issues that reflect the priorities 
of Bernie’s working class supporters, they consider 
distractions – and worse.

Put simply: “Certain ideas, when voiced by certain 
people, are not merely debatable or incorrect or mis-
guided, in the paper’s view: they are inadmissible.”

Included in this Post list of inadmissibles: single-

payer health care, breaking up the behemoth Wall 
Street banks, significantly raising taxes on billion-
aires and millionaires, and a host of other issues that 
made of the core of the Sanders campaign.

Journalists once considered themselves part of the 
working class, muckraking outsiders who would rath-
er dig dirt on politicians than cozy up to them. Over 
time, especially at top-rank outlets like the Post, the 
job shifted. Top journalists began considering them-
selves key cogs of an elite professional class.

This new Frank media analysis offers an astute 
follow-up to his most recent book, Listen Liberal. 
The book focuses on the class identity of politicians. 
This Harpers piece focuses on the media that support 
them.

In Frank’s framing, the unrepentant reign of the 
Democratic Party’s professional class rose up with 
Bill Clinton and continued along with Barack Obama. 
Bernie Sanders represented an unfitting, and alto-
gether unwelcome, break from that reign, a coup that 
the professional class could not and would not allow.

Frank’s new piece ends with a lament on an irony: 
Most journalists today are actually living economi-
cally insecure lives. They have less in common finan-
cially with high-flying professionals in other careers 
than they do with the working class.

“The newsroom layoffs never end,” as Frank points 
out. “In 2014 alone, 3,800 full-time editorial person-
nel got the axe, and the bloodletting continues.”

© NationOfChange
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favorite progressive organizations – 
like The Oklahoma Observer.

Every time you use your linked debit 
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As Aging Population Grows, Elders
And Allies Fight For Social Supports

BY ELEANOR J. BADER

According to a spring 2016 report released by 
the Older Women’s League, men in the top 
1% live 15 years longer than those in the 
bottom 1%. The gap for women is 10 years. 

And it’s getting worse. 
As the league’s annual study, Aging in Community, 

notes, “The inequality of life spans between rich and 
poor has widened from 2001 to 2014.”

The result? By the time folks reach age 75, 6.7% 
of men and 12.3% of women live below the poverty 
line: $11,880 for a single person and $16,020 for a 
household of two. Gender, of course, is a key variable: 
Women earn, on average, a lower annual income – 
typically caused by wage disparities as well as breaks 
in employment to rear children – resulting in small-
er monthly Social Security checks. This is no small 

thing since a lower income impacts everything from 
access to health care to the ability to secure decent, 
affordable housing and nutritious food.

Race also impacts income, causing many black and 
brown seniors to live in poverty. The federal Adminis-
tration on Aging reports that in 2013 poverty among 
the elderly impacted 19.2% of African Americans; 
18.1% of Latino and Latinas; 14.7% of Asian Ameri-
cans; and 7.8% of whites aged 65 or older. Indigenous 
seniors have it even worse. Although Indigenous peo-
ple make up just .05% of those over 65, a full 42% of 
tribal seniors are impoverished.

Indeed, the collision between poverty and aging is 
a problem of startling magnitude. It’s also more com-
plicated than it seems, thanks to the rapid aging of 
the U.S. population. For one, since 1900, the percent-
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age of Americans aged 65 or older has more than tri-
pled. Two years ago, they numbered 46.2 million and 
made up 14.5% of the total population. Flash forward 
to 2040 and 21.7% will fall into that category. Even 
more remarkable, each and every day 10,000 U.S. res-
idents turn 65.

How they age, and what social supports they ac-
quire, touches on an array of hot-button issues, from 
government’s role in providing income and services 
for elders, to the question of whether health care is a 
human right, to the ways families and communities 
can be helped in caring for, and better integrating, 
older people into everyday life.

AVOIDING ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL SOLUTIONS
There are no one-size-fits-all strategies to ensure 

healthy and productive aging since different people 
want different things. Some want to remain in their 
homes, no matter what, while others prefer facilities 
that offer meals, planned activities and opportunities 
for socialization. Some want to retire at the first pos-
sible moment while others want to – or often must 
– work until they are unable to do so. Some want 
routine contact with diverse groups of people, while 
a different cohort wants to live exclusively with age-
mates.

So what to do?
Diane Menio, the executive director of the Center 

for Advocacy for the Rights and Interests of the El-
derly [CARIE] starts by listening. Based in Philadel-
phia, CARIE has developed a “case to cause” model in 
which staff field between 4,000 and 5,000 telephone 
calls a year from individuals. These calls help the 
agency identify systemic issues that, in turn, deter-
mine the group’s organizing agenda.

Right now, Menio told Truthout, one of CARIE’S 
main concerns is the imposition of privately-run 
managed care on in-home services and skilled nurs-
ing facilities. Beginning in July 2017, Menio said, 
just two companies, Maximus and IBM – yes, Inter-
national Business Machines – will be in charge of en-
rolling people for home care and assigning providers 
to them.

“This will pose complications for consumers. It’s 
a major change,” Menio said. “Maximus began en-
rolling people in April 2016 and already we’ve seen 
loads of problems, including delays and lost paper-
work. When people need a service to be able to stay 
in their homes, they need it quickly and can’t wait six 
months for the paperwork to be processed.”

Menio’s frustration is obvious, but she is also re-
signed to the trend toward privatization. “We’re not 
going to be able to stop this. [The] state is being 
pushed by the feds to do what Pennsylvania is doing. 
The government seems to want homecare and nurs-
ing homes to be modeled after HMOs where consum-
ers will have to use an in-network agency or be will-
ing to pay out-of-pocket for a different provider.”

At this juncture, CARIE is publicizing Maximus’ 
glitches as loudly and widely as possible. But the 
group is also pushing for the establishment of an 

Ombuds Office so that seniors and their families will 
have an impartial place to lodge complaints about de-
lays and the quality of care being offered. Lastly, they 
are working to develop a formal appeals process for 
consumers.

NEW STRATEGIES FOR LONG-TERM CARE
Not surprisingly, the issue of long-term care [that 

is, who provides and pays for it] is contentious, and 
while Pennsylvania is racing to privatize, other states 
are resisting – even going so far as to consider some-
thing radically different. Take Hawaii.

Although the idea of a Long-Term Care Benefit Trust 
Fund did not pass Hawaii’s Legislature last term, the 
state’s lawmakers did put it on the table. Kevin Si-
mowitz, political director of Caring Across Genera-
tions, told Truthout that the fund would have been 
the first social insurance program in the U.S. specifi-
cally designated for long-term care.

“The program would create a fund by increasing the 
state excise tax on all goods and services,” he began. 
“More than a third of the revenue would come from 
tourists who would not be able to draw on the money, 
but everyone would pay into it. The fund would then 
provide $70 a day for up to 365 days of care and help 
pay for things – typically called activities of daily liv-
ing – which a particular senior needs help with.”

As written, the bill would have allowed seniors to 
use the benefit trust fund whenever they needed as-
sistance – up to a lifetime cap of 365 consecutive or 
nonconsecutive days. What’s more, the grant could 
have been used to pay for things like wheelchair 
ramps, handrails, or respite care, a huge help to se-
niors and the countless Hawaiian families scrambling 
to afford these goods and services.

Simowitz expects the trust fund bill to be rein-
troduced this year and sees Hawaii as a bellwether. 
Already, he says, other states have expressed inter-
est in the idea. Washington has funded a large-scale 
study of long-term care needs; the results are due in 
late December. Maine, Michigan and Oregon are also 
considering options.

“Talking about care opens an unusual window into 
conversations about the economy,” Simowitz contin-
ues. “A $3,000 tax deduction, the Credit for Caring 
Act, has been proposed in Congress. It’s not nearly 
enough but it’s a step forward, a positive develop-
ment. In addition, the issue of care gives us a way to 
discuss who leaves the workforce to provide this aid 
and gives us a way into the cultural change piece of 
the conversation; it gives us a way to challenge the 
idea that daughters are supposed to be caregivers, 
and that paid caretakers are not really working so 
should not earn much.”

There have been significant inroads made on these 
topics, Simowitz says. “The gender divide is still 
there but at the same time, a lot of male hands are 
being forced by demographic changes. They simply 
have to provide the care ... Care is proving to be a 
universal issue. It moves from the personal into the 
political and bridges divides.”
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Elaine Ryan, vice president of state advocacy and 
strategy at AARP agrees with Simowitz and points 
to several small but tangible victories in winning re-
spect for caregivers. For example, she says grassroots 
mobilizations have resulted in 33 states – including 
Oklahoma – passing the CARE Act.

“The Act requires a hospital to ask a patient for the 
name of a designated family caregiver,” Ryan says. 
“Once they’re named, the caretaker has to be ap-
prised about what is going on, bringing them into the 
loop.”

In addition, prior to discharge from a facility, hos-
pital staff in those states must give the caregiver ad-
equate notice – at least 24 hours – of the anticipated 
release and make sure they receive language-appro-
priate training in dispensing medication or perform-
ing tasks like cleaning an IV, checking a wound, fill-
ing a syringe or identifying an infection.

Ryan is further buoyed by the extension of the Na-
tional Fair Labor Standards Act to home-care work-
ers, enabling them to earn overtime pay and other la-
bor protections. Additionally, family members in New 
York and Vermont – the daughters, sons, cousins and 
grandchildren who typically provide care on the fly – 
recently won the right to use employer-provided sick 
time for caretaking, and Ryan expects many other 
states to pass similar measures in the next year or 
two.

AARP’s other work revolves around creating uni-
form guardianship and power of attorney – sometimes 
called conservatorship – laws to enable movement 
across state lines. This comes up when a person has 
guardianship [the authority to make decisions re-
garding the medical care, place of residence, or major 
life decisions of a person who has been deemed men-
tally or physically incompetent by a court] or power 
of attorney [which adds control of finances to the 
aforementioned responsibilities]. Should said person 
want or need to move their charge across state lines 
to a different facility or to be closer to them, diver-
gent state laws can make this virtually impossible.

“One woman,” Ryan explains, “told us that it would 
have cost her $50,000 to establish out-of-state guard-
ianship so that she could move her brother nearer 
to where she lived after he got into an accident. She 
couldn’t afford to do it. There should be state-to-state 
reciprocity on this.”

Then there’s the perennial issue of money for every-
day living. There are approximately 40 million family 
caregivers who lose about $350,000 in earnings due 
to time away from the job, Ryan noted, adding, “This 
is a huge hit to families, which is why we support the 
Credit for Caring Act as well as flexible work hours so 
that people don’t lose their jobs when they take dad 
to the doctor.”

Ryan would also like to see every employer offer 
savings options to their employees. “We know that 
people are 15 times more likely to save – whether 
it’s opening an IRA or starting a 401K – if it’s offered 
at work,” she said. “Fifty-five million people, 60% of 

them people of color, do not have access to savings 
plans for retirement on the job. This is a way to start 
closing the racial disparity gap.”

Illinois law, she added, now requires every company 
with more than 25 workers to offer a low-fee, simple 
savings option that can move with a worker when he 
or she changes jobs, something Ryan hopes every 
state will do in the near future.

Short-term, AARP is focused on opposing the priva-
tization of Social Security and making sure there are 
cost-of-living increases in monthly benefits. It is also 
supporting the Recognize, Assist, Include, Support, 
Engage [RAISE] Act, a first step in authorizing the 
federal government to put together a national caregiv-
ing strategy.

ISSUES FACING LGBT ELDERS
While issues of income security and access to long-

term care affect most retirees, LGBT seniors face 
these issues at greater rates. SAGE [Services and 
Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgen-
der Elders] works to meet their social, emotional and 
material needs.

“Older LGBT adults face a lot of challenges that 
impede their ability to age in a healthy way,” said 
Aaron Tax, director of federal government relations 
at SAGE. “Many are isolated. The poverty rate for 
LGBT seniors, 24%, is higher than for other adults 
due to workplace discrimination and lack of job pro-
tections.”

These things are compounded, he continues, by in-
ternalized oppression and fear. Although many LGBT 
elders came out decades ago, he says something hap-
pens as they get older. “Many go back into the closet 
when they begin to feel more vulnerable,” he reports.

In addition, he adds, some members of the commu-
nity grew up at a time when harassment and bigotry 
were so ubiquitous they were taken as a given. “Part 
of the challenge,” Tax said, “is empowering LGBT se-
niors to understand that they should not be treated 
badly.”

HIV is another challenge faced by LGBT seniors at 
greater rates: About half of people living with the vi-
rus are over the age of 50. “LGBT seniors don’t get 
tested or treated and often live in poverty, without 
family, and are not getting the care they need and 
deserve,” Tax continued. “HIV providers are not well-
versed in issues related to aging, and gerontologists 
are not well-versed in HIV.”

SAGE sees its role, at least in part, as training pro-
viders to be culturally competent. Equally important, 
says Tax, is sensitizing LGBT activists to the needs of 
aging community members. “We train LGBTQ groups 
to be welcoming to older folks, reminding them that 
many LGBT seniors bristle when they hear the word 
‘queer.’ Many of them see it not as a welcoming word, 
but as a taunt.”

Needless to say, there is a slew of diverse issues 
confronting American elders, gay and straight, from 
the need to reduce the price of prescription medica-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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Books

America’s Fascination 
With Monkey Dancing
THE PROFESSOR IN THE CAGE
Why Men Fight And Why We Like To Watch
By Jonathan Gottschall
Penguin Publishing Group
304 pages, $17 [paper]

This book is a captivating nonfiction narra-
tive by English adjunct professor Jonathan 
Gottschall as he experiments with the often 
rather brutal sport called Ultimate Fighting. 

To explain, Gottschall’s new sport is not just boxing, 
it’s a full-contact combat sport that allows wrestling 
moves as well as martial art techniques. 

At first blush, this is simply a story of this middle-
aged author’s flirtation with training and fighting in 
his first and only MMA cage match. A blurry minute 
where he taps out after he’s put in a hold jeopardizing 
his shoulder from being pulled out of socket, an all-
too common injury. Ultimately, more than a physical 
fight, his book grapples with deeply meaningful ques-
tions: “Why do men fight? Why do so many people 
like to watch? And why, especially when it comes to 
violence, men differ so greatly from women?”

He investigates these philosophical questions from 
a pop cultural perspective – Fight Club. The Fight 
Club [1999] was a coming-of-age film for 30-some-
things, but for the author this book is more of a mid-
dle-aged existential crisis. Much like the Fight Club’s 
Jack, Gottschall just cannot find happiness. Instead, 
both Jack and Gottschall both travel on paths to en-
lightenment through brutal fighting.

You could argue that for both Jack and Gottschall, 
it seems that fighting tangibly represents a resis-
tance to the impulse to be insulated in society. For 
Gottshcall, he spent three years at a Mixed Martial 
Arts [MMA] gym trying to defy age and find himself 
by learning how to fight. He uses his experience to 
explore his masculinity, literally and figuratively, as 
well as explore his own ideas through the evolution-
ary psychology of violence in sports.

Through some rather graphic descriptions of his 
own battles, resulting in some bloody body parts and 
bruises, he surmises that violence in sport is either 
man’s way to ready for combat or to divert it? Gott-

schall explores this question by giving us a flavor of 
the ring as he explores the literature from insights 
in genetics, politics, and gender. For example, he de-
scribes a time when he was sparring and “the kick 
sank my teeth hard into my lower lip. I struggled on 
as my opponent pushed me into the fence and tried 
to drag me down. The flavor of the blood pulsing into 
my mouth was nauseatingly good … ”

Gottschall makes an interesting observation that 
sports are not unlike “The Monkey Dance.” He de-
scribes such a dance as the “dizzying variety of ritu-
alized, rule-bound competitions,” which range from 
pistol duels to today’s football to MMA to boy’s play-
fighting or even linguistic contests, such as rapping 
and political arguments. These contests serve an im-
portant purpose by facilitating men in conflict as well 
as demarking hierarchical positioning, all the while 
curtailing bloodshed and social turmoil.

Essentially, Monkey Dances are a peaceful way to 
achieve a social balance between the ebbs and flows 
of conflict and order. Fundamentally, a sparring soci-
ety manages conflict; as a result, a more civilized one 
emerges. He argues, “Without the restraining codes 
of the monkey dance, the world would be a much 
bleaker and more violent place.”

For Alexander Hamilton and his son both died in 
pistol duels for nothing more and nothing less than 
honor, worth “the entirely of a man’s social wealth.” 
Through honor, Gottschall argues, was a “precious 
coin that bought the best things in life” and man 
would fight to the death to maintain it.

Today, while we think of pistol duels as merely his-
torical abstractions, we still see “honor cultures” 
found in places like prisons. “Harder the prison,” 
Gottschall points out, “the harder the culture of hon-
or. And what emerges from such cultures is a lot of 
violence.”

While these hard-scrabble prisoners wouldn’t ver-

BY JOHN WOOD
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balize the explicit word “honor,” 
they would rather call this a mat-
ter of “respect.” Both these terms 
“represent a group’s estimation of 
a man’s ability to inflict harm and 
confer the benefits – of his power.”

For Hamilton, he fought only over 
“gossip.” Not over the rumor itself, 
but honor because this means one 
must reciprocate. In other words, 
a man must build a reputation for 
returning favors, but also retaliat-
ing against insults and smears.

In prison, this is incredibly sim-
ple, says Gottschall says, “yielding 
on the smallest thing [a banana, a 
book] is equivalent to yielding on 
the biggest. Not fighting over a ba-
nana or a book is the same as de-
claring I am the rabbit. I am food.”

Or in the Hamiltonian era, to 
dodge a duel was “in many ways, a 
fate worse than death,” Gottschall 
argues. Had Hamilton backed out 
of his duel, it would have totally 
undermined his business, social 
status, and especially his political 
aspirations – he would be ruined.

Man is attracted to this idea 
of the duel for honor because it 
avoids unbridled violence. Instead, 
Gottschall argues, it restrains 
violence, it’s purpose is to be fair 
and very clear, rulebound as base-
ball or football, in a way, civilizing 
“savage passions.” 

Otherwise, he points out, con-
flict devolves into “inner-city drive-
bys” and “Hatfield-McCoy style 
vendettas.”

Duels and modern day sports are 
really just theater, “complete with 
spot-lit performers on an elevated 
stage,” he says. “A fight is a drama 
sweated to the bones – an enact-
ment of the whole human tangle, 
with everything lovely and terrible 
on display.” 

Gottschall probably gets some 
of his criticism from women and 
their relationship with men. His 
understanding of evolutionary 
psychology is evident here when 
he says that while women watch 
other women to “measure the 
competition” through perceptions 
of beauty, men do as well. Instead 
of beauty, men size each other 
up though signs of toughness 
and athleticism and testing these 

boundaries.
However, I connected to Gott-

schall as I noticed this growing up 
through arm wrestling my step-
dad. Once, in my early to mid-
20s, I was finally triumphant af-
ter numerous attempts, he finally 
seemed to give me his respect. 

I find this book an easy read, and 
one filled with vivid language. You 
might not totally agree with Gott-
schall, but you’ll enjoy the time 
you experience his fluidity.
John Wood is an associate profes-
sor of political science at the Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma.
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Aging
tions, to the need to fend off abuse from scam artists. 
Add in poverty, social isolation, health problems and 
prejudice, and you’ve got an overflowing to-do list.

At the same time, the U.S. does not need to start 
from scratch. Germany and Japan offer a range of ser-
vices for those 65 or older, and we can learn a great 
deal from them if we choose to. 

For one, both countries have developed a compre-
hensive, universal, long-term care fund – similar to 
the plan proposed in Hawaii – that elders can draw 
from.

That said, the benefits offered by the two countries 
have little else in common. 

Germany, for example, has since 1994 imposed a 
tax earmarked to give a cash allowance to any family 
that spends more than 14 hours a week aiding an el-
derly or infirm household member. Family members 
can use this grant to offset their out-of-pocket expen-
ditures – essentially compensating them for time out 

of the paid workforce – or hire someone else to come 
into the home and provide needed services.

Japan’s program, instituted in 1997, is different. 
Rather than receiving an allowance, families instead 
receive a range of free, licensed services including 
adult day care, home modification and assistive de-
vices, and in-home aid from a visiting nurse.

Both nations took these steps in response to de-
mographic shifts born of a rapidly aging population. 
Isn’t it time for U.S. lawmakers to get their heads out 
of the sand and do likewise?
Eleanor J. Bader teaches English at Kingsborough 
Community College in Brooklyn, NY, and is a 2015 
winner of a Project Censored award for “outstanding 
investigative journalism.” The coauthor of Targets of 
Hatred: Anti-Abortion Terrorism, she presently con-
tributes to Lilith, Rewire, Theasy.com and other pro-
gressive feminist blogs and print publications.

© Truthout
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electricity from wind and water. Worldwide, renew-
ables have now overtaken coal as the largest source 
of installed electric-generating capacity, according to 
the International Energy Agency. Every day of 2015 
saw half a million solar panels installed around the 
planet.

Given this ongoing shift to clean energy – and the 
fact that renewables offer a more sustainable, more 
prosperous, and healthier future – it seems almost 
unbelievable that North Dakota authorities are spend-
ing energy and money violently defending a dying and 
dangerous system of energy production.

This is not a conflict that can be resolved with bru-
tality and ridicule. Rather, it must be faced with com-
mon humanity – with prayer, love and community, 
and first of all, with listening.

Like so many others who have heard the water de-

fenders, I am standing 100% with Standing Rock – 
standing on the side of clean water, renewable energy 
and a just and healthy future for us all.

© Reader Supported News
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Troy that then-solidly Democratic Oklahoma would 
one day be solidly Republican because of the power 
of the Daily Oklahoman and Southern Baptists.

He was right – but the Oklahoman no longer wields 
a big stick [see Observations] and neither does the 
SBC with its waning membership. 

These two votes – coupled with defeat of the envi-
ronmentally disastrous Right to Harm proposal [SQ 

777] and approval of criminal jus-
tice reform [SQs 780-781] – sug-
gests Oklahoma is on the verge of 
a new, more progressive and com-
mon sense era.

It will take time – perhaps de-
cades – but clear-eyed progressives 
cannot allow the Nov. 8 results to 
deflate them to the point of inac-
tion. The next legislative session 
begins in less than three months. 
The state’s future hangs in the bal-
ance.

Election
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Prater’s judgment since Blair is clear about his desire 
for a Christian-style caliphate.

In the meantime, Hofmeister’s legal troubles por-
tend all sorts of anti-public ed mischief – never a 
good thing, but especially bad given the significant 
fiscal and academic challenges facing the state’s pub-
lic schools.

Hofmeister already was considered Public Enemy 
No. 1 by the privatizers and theocrats who cannot 
abide the notion of a Republican superintendent who 
actually works to improve, not destroy public edu-
cation. Now they may have an opening – outside the 
electoral process – to engineer a Janet Barresi-style 
replacement.

It’s not difficult to imagine a scenario in which the 
state’s premier religious right panderers – Gov. Mary 
Fallin or Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb or both – publicly call for 
Hofmeister’s resignation. If she were to step aside, 
Fallin then would appoint a successor.

Believe it or not, rumors already are swirling that 
term-limited state Sen. Clark Jolley, R-Edmond – no 
friend of public education – would be a leading candi-
date to fill the remainder of Hofmeister’s term. Apoca-
lypse, now.

Hofmeister’s legal woes are more than a personal 
tragedy. They cloud the state superintendent’s lead-
ership at a time when public schools need it most.

It is up to those who most value public education 
and recognize it is as a cornerstone of the American 
dream to be vigilant, defending it from those who 
would destroy it for personal profit or for religious 
purposes.

Disappointed, Daily
If we had a dollar for every time we dreamed fondly 

of the Oklahoman’s post-Gaylord era, we’d be chal-
lenging Bill Gates and Warren Buffett for the top spot 
on Fortune’s list of the world’s 500 richest people.

The Gaylords, especially Edward L., ruthlessly 
wielded the Oklahoman’s power during a time when 
print media reigned supreme, creating a personal 
fiefdom that ensured the state’s image was more Hee 
Haw than high tech.

Sadly, the dream of a more honest, progressive, 
modern and – dare we say – intellectual Oklahoman 
under different ownership has proven elusive.

Philip Anschutz’s stewardship will be remembered 
for how quickly he drove the state’s largest paper into 
the ground. In five years he’s sold its prime real state,  
outsourced printing to Tulsa and layout to Texas, and 
slashed reporting staff.

What’s left is a skeletal print edition filled with 
press releases masquerading as news stories: Grand-
mas writing about their grandkids, PR flaks about 

their clients, government agencies about their work-
ers. Alarmingly, at least twice in the weeks since the 
Oklahoman outsourced printing to the Tulsa World, 
production problems prevented the papers from 
reaching OKC-area doorsteps until the lunch hour.

All print media are struggling to create a successful 
business model in the digital age. But the Oklaho-
man’s strategies have only hastened its decline. And 
with it, an important source of civic knowledge – even 
in the awful days when its reportage all-too-often re-
flected the skewed Gaylord worldview.

Even though its editorial page remains virulently 
rightwing and hopelessly sophomoric, it would be 
terrible news if the Oklahoman closed. What it needs 
is leadership that values the importance of an inde-
pendent, vigilant, thorough press, not one driven by 
the bottom line.

Newspaper readers are savvy. They know when 
they’re getting less and paying more. The Oklahoman 
is quickly cutting its way to irrelevance. 
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Observerscope

Oklahoma tribes steered a record $132 million in 
gambling fees into the state treasury last fiscal year, 
including $46.8 million from Chickasaw, $22.4 mil-
lion from Choctaw, $15.3 million from Cherokee and 
$8.5 million from Muscogee [Creek] nations.

Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust’s new execu-
tive director is Norman Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent/CEO John Woods, former aide to U.S. Rep. Tom 
Cole. He succeeds Tracey Strader who retires Jan. 6.

Looming crisis: As of 2013, more than half of public 
sector workers – think: state, federal and municipal 
employees – were ages 45-64. Worse, just 6% of Mil-
lennials express interest in public sector careers. – 
Time

Not content to just meddle in the U.S. presidential 
election, Vladimir Putin has granted Russian citizen-
ship to action-movie star Steven Seagal. Who’s next? 
Donald Trump?

Our hearts go out to the family of an Oklahoma 
gem, Hyla Glover, who died last month at age 80. She 
served on the boards of Planned Parenthood, Parents’ 
Assistance Center and Mercy Women’s Health Center.

Random Fact: Iceland is one of Earth’s few habit-
able spaces that is mosquito-free. No one knows why 
… but it’s food for thought given the spread of Zika.

Cash is still king – used in about one-third of all 
transactions in 2015, according to the Federal Re-
serve Bank of San Francisco. Debit cards were sec-
ond at 27%, credit cards third at 21%.

Who’d have thunk? Coffee is the most tweeted-
about food in America, exceeding beer and pizza, ac-
cording to study by the Journal of Medical Internet 
Research Public Health and Surveillance [yes, there 
is such a publication].

Michelle Obama’s boffo performances campaigning 
for Hillary Clinton ignited speculation about her po-
litical future – which the president promptly quashed: 
She “will never run for office … that’s one thing y’all 
can take to the bank.”

WORSHIP AT MAYFLOWER CHURCH

For religion that is biblically responsible,
intellectually honest, emotionally satisfying,

and socially significant. Services at 9 and 11 a.m.
Full church school.

Located on NW 63rd Street,
one block west of Portland, 405/842-8897.

Dr. Robin Meyers, Minister
Rev. Lori Walke, Associate Pastor

Mayflower Congregational Church
3901 NW 63 Street, Okla. City, OK 73116
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ful office would be populated with someone who is a 
hate-monger, a war-monger, a misogynist, a racist, a 
xenophobe and a climate change denier. Yes, all these 
things, and more, were out in the open for the last 15 
months in just about every speech or discovery of his 
past. The American voter didn’t mind that Trump of-
ten stiffed his contractors, cheated on his wives and 
bragged incessantly about his prowess in business 
while trying to explain away six bankruptcies from 
which he pocketed a fortune. Here was someone who 
failed with gambling casinos. How was that possible? 
The list of these faults and failures goes on and on.

In the next couple weeks, the new president-elect 
will be in court defending himself against fraud 
charges for his scam of the year, Trump University. 
Following that, there is a pending rape trial of a teen-
aged girl. None of this mattered to the majority of 
American voters last night. All they could think of 
was “change.” Really?” I guess it’ll be a case of “be 
careful what you ask for.”

Elections have consequences, and this election 
showed the world how under-informed our electorate 
is, how self-absorbed they are and how easily conned 
they can be. All those people in the rust belt com-
plaining about how their jobs went away because cor-
porations sent them to Asia and Mexico forgot that 
it was the Republican initiative, NAFTA, that allowed 
them to do that. They forgot that it was Republicans 
in Congress that allowed the deregulation of banks 
and eliminated the Glass-Steagall firewall between 
commercial and investment banking. This allowed 
the big money folks to stash their cash in foreign 
banks to avoid taxes. They forgot that it was the Bush 
Administration and Congressional Republicans that 
passed Medicare Part D allowing drug companies to 
skyrocket medicine costs and eliminate Medicare 
from negotiating best prices. The people forgot that it 
was Republicans who voted to go to illegal wars while 
cutting taxes for the richest and fighting those wars 
on a Chinese credit card. Yes, many Democrats were 
complicit in these schemes as they are with TPP and 
other trade deals that will further erode the American 
labor sector. But, in this election, almost all the con-
gressional incumbents will be returning for business 
as usual. How’s that for change?

Ever since the somnolent American voter stopped 
paying attention in 1981, the Republicans have se-
duced the country into embracing the dreadful and 
corrosive economic policies of Friedrich Hayak and 
Milton Friedman. This anti-New Deal theory of sup-
ply-side economics also happens to be anti-labor and 
anti-education. We, the people, didn’t protest these 
moves by the Reagan Administration because we 
thought the old cowboy would lead us into the light. 
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The Obama Administration has taken similar ac-
tion. Recently, “the Department of Education and De-
partment of Justice,” according to U.S. News & World 
Report, “sent letters to states and school districts 
emphasizing the importance of well-designed train-
ing programs for school resource officers.”

National civil rights groups urge stronger action. As 
Education Week reports, Dignity in Schools, a coali-
tion of over 100 organizations promoting alternatives 
to zero-tolerance discipline policies, recently called 
for the removal of law enforcement from schools and 
for new forms of discipline and student supports.

Pronouncements from government officials and na-
tional advocacy groups are helpful. But local advo-
cacy is as important, if not more so.

ACTION NEEDED ON THE GROUND
In Virginia, despite the initiative being put into 

place by the governor and his education chief, inci-
dents of overly harsh discipline and problems related 

to the presence of SROs persist.
As the Washington Post reports, a 15-year-old stu-

dent recently went on trial in a Prince William County 
courthouse for stealing a 65-cent carton of milk in the 
school cafeteria. In Richmond, high suspension rates 
have prompted black students to file a civil rights 
complaint against their school district, alleging that 
discipline practices in their schools are unfair.

In Spotsylvania, Portsmouth and other communi-
ties, the grassroots advocacy group Virginia Orga-
nizing is mobilizing parents and education justice 
advocates to demand alternatives to suspensions 
and more restrictions on SROs. VO is an affiliate of 
People’s Action, a nationwide network of 29 advocacy 
groups and some 600 organizers.

In Spotsylvania, VO activists have attended school 
board meetings to call for alternatives to out-of-
school suspensions, according to the organization’s 
website. They’ve also demanded the school district 
follow guidelines issued by McAuliffe governing the 
placement and duties of SROs.

Haigler, whose grandson Darian’s criminal charges 
took nearly two years to resolve, is part of the effort 
to insist the district review the memorandum of un-
derstanding governing SROs and ensure that officers’ 
duties are confined to safety and restricted from get-
ting involved in student behavior matters.

“I’ve worked very well with educators,” she says, 
“but SROs haven’t been trained in cultural compe-
tency … and make the mistake of treating kids like 
little adults.”

In Portsmouth, where schools issued more than 
2,200 suspensions in the 2014-15 school year, VO 
has helped organize a group of parents, educators, 
and local activists, called Community Advocates for 
Portsmouth Students [CAPS], to “raise awareness 
of the problem, create solutions, and work with the 
school board to reduce the numbers.”

According to the article, Green, a CAPS member, is 
helping to get parents more involved in the advocacy 
effort. In my interview with her, she tells me the first 
duty of all parents is to get informed and get involved.

“Teachers aren’t the problem,” she says. More often 
than not, they are overworked and under-supported 
by the school administration. So parents have to be 
their children’s best advocates.

To prove her point: her four older children gradu-
ated high school, despite three of them having to deal 
with school suspensions, and eventually became col-
lege graduates as well. She is anticipating that De-
nise, now a senior in high school, will eventually be a 
college graduate too. She is a straight-A student. The 
school suspension that drove her to attempt suicide 
almost robbed her of that bright future.
Jeff Bryant is director of the Education Opportuni-
ty Network, a partnership effort of the Institute for 
America’s Future and the Opportunity to Learn Cam-
paign. He has written extensively about public edu-
cation policy.
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Instead, we are now seeing the consequences writ 
large with the election of perhaps the most unquali-
fied, most poorly tempered and most ego-driven can-
didate we’ve ever presented to the world.

The question, What have we done?, will be answered 
within the first year of the new administration. Those 
who voted against their own best interests because 
of their lack of understanding, their willingness to 
give in to their hatred, prejudices, bigotry, and fears 
will see the consequences of their shortcomings and 
their votes from this election in due course ... very 
quickly. The bad news is that the whole world will 
tremble while we are trying to figure things out while 
not starting yet another war. This time, the war will 
be started by an intellectual dwarf with a massive ego 
and the thinnest skin on the planet. This time, the 
war will have dire consequences for the very exis-
tence of the human species.

Indeed. What the hell have we done?
Vern Turner

Marble Falls, TX
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hierarchy. Enlisting in the military for people of color 
with limited mobility has held a promise of social and 
economic advancement. This is also true for people 
of lower economic status with barriers to higher edu-
cation and job placement. Military recruiters prey on 
students in high school with the Junior Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps [JROTC], on college campuses and 
with offices in poor communities. According to the 
American Friends Service Committee, the Pentagon 
spends $2.5 billion a year targeting high-achieving 
poor youth with commercials, video games, personal 
visits and brochures. 

Instead of chastising our military families for their 
engagement with the imperial ambitions of the West, 
let’s find solutions to ending systemic poverty and 
our society’s obsession with conquest and occupa-
tion.

3. Your cynicism isn’t amusing, it’s lazy. 
One of the most disappointing experiences I had 

during the conference was with a hero of mine. After 
waiting all day for the final panel he was speaking on, 
I asked him to reflect on the history of the black radi-
cal tradition and the lessons our current movement 
should take from it to use today. Instead of answering 
my question, he took the opportunity to make a joke 
about young people being anti-intellectual and living 
on Twitter before dryly telling me to read more. 

Had I been less grounded, his comments might have 
conjured an outburst, or worse, I might have chosen 
to shut down and remove myself from the room or the 
movement in its entirety.

4. If we are serious about ending war, we need 
to be organizing.

Signing up for newsletter updates from MoveOn.org 
and making donations to organizations is helpful but 
not the whole of your commitment to the movement. 
The great James Baldwin told us that “If I love you, I 
will make you conscious of the things you don’t see.”

One of the most annoying and repeated comments 
I heard during the conference was how frustrating it 
is that “people aren’t paying attention.” People are 
paying attention – more and more every day as the 
young, the queer, the impoverished, and people of 
color are being gunned down and locked up in this 
racist, settler-colonial country.

5. Don’t call it a comeback, we’ve been here 
for years.

 You don’t have to discover new ways to make the 
antiwar movement attractive to organizers in the cur-
rent iteration of the freedom struggles in the United 
States. Those of us who understand the necessity of 
Black Lives Matter are the descendants of the black 
radical tradition. We are the inheritors of liberation 
struggles. 

The Movement for Black Lives policy platform is the 
most powerful antiwar document the United States 
has seen in a long time. With demands to “end the 
war on black people” and a call to divest from war and 
invest in our communities, there are clear paths to 
organize and coordinate our strategies. 

If we are to truly ground ourselves in peace and live 
in our freedom-seeking values, we must reject the 
capitalist notion of scarcity. There is justice awaiting 
all of us who choose to resist the empire, and there 
must be room for and decision-making power given to 
those most affected by these struggles.

It isn’t all bad, though. One of the most important 
features of the antiwar movement is that there are so 
many people who are still active and have survived 
through many iterations of tactics, strategies and 
wars of the west. 

The collective passion, wisdom and experience 
within this movement is paramount and must be 
shared with the emerging leadership of youth, wom-
xn and communities of color so that we may continue 
the fight alongside our heroes.

With the presidential election concluding and the 
continued war in Iraq and now Syria, Yemen and be-
yond, it is imperative that the left prepares for the 
next imperialist to take office. 

The potential for expanding the peace movement is 
evident in the non-violent strategies employed by the 
Black Lives Matter movement, as well as immigrant 
rights, queer rights and economic justice campaigns. 

The necessity for unified intergenerational, mul-
tiracial and all-inclusive movements has never felt 
so urgent. If we want to win together, we must join 
hands and struggle together. The People’s Tribunal is 
an offering to all movements as a tool to use to orga-
nize and build for 2017.

Join me in rebuilding a movement with the People’s 
Tribunal on the Iraq War, scheduled for Dec. 1-2 in 
Washington, DC, with a live feed on the Real News. 
The purpose of this tribunal is to expose the lies and 
cost of this illegal war and demand that President 
Obama take action in exposing the harmful chain 
of events and fallout by creating a Commission for 
Truth and Accountability. 

Sign up to call on Obama, to use as a tool to build 
your organization’s stand against war, to share your 
art that speaks to war and costs, or to deliver tes-
timony about the cost to your community, life and 
dreams.

Globally we are all paying the costs of these lies.
Ciara Taylor is a founding member of the Dream De-
fenders and currently serves as the organization’s 
director of Political Consciousness.
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