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Pitchforks And Torches
Legislative leaders are singing from the same hymnal: Voters rejected 

SQ 779, but they are not opposed to hiking teacher pay. In fact, they 
think educators deserve a boost. And the Republican statehouse su-
permajority stands ready to act.

Incoming Senate President Mike Schulz insists that boosting teacher 
salaries is his caucus’s No. 1 priority. New House Speaker Charles Mc-
Call swears “it will be a goal of mine and my administration to find a 
solution for that.”

Forgive our skepticism, but we’ve heard this tune before. Early win-
ter’s determination sinks into late spring’s budget-crafting cesspool. 
Plenty of lip service, little action.

We won’t know until late December what next year’s available revenue 
might be, but we know it’s likely to be hundreds of millions less than 
spent this year even though there are signs oil and gas – the lifeblood of 
Oklahoma’s economy – are rebounding.

The only way lawmakers can permanently fund a teacher pay hike is 
to raise income taxes and severely curtail corporate welfare, neither of 
which seems likely given special interest power at NE 23rd and Lincoln 
Blvd.

So, just after spring break, the reality is likely to set in. December’s 
lofty rhetoric that public education is the No. 1 priority will give way to 
the reality that greedy oil and gas barons won’t budge on their miniscule 
drilling taxes and the 1% won’t stand for an income tax hike.

At that point, it will be time for teachers to revive the spirit of 1990.
Walk out of the classrooms. March on the Capitol. Pack the rotunda 

and legislative halls. Demand lawmakers invest in public education, re-
versing seven years of the nation’s deepest budget cuts and a decade 
without a statewide teacher pay raise.

Observations

Yes! Please send me a one-year subscription for only $40.
This special offer includes my certificate for a free book courtesy
of Full Circle Bookstore [a $20 value]. See page 41 for details.

www.okobserver.net
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Observerscope

Wise decision by Dan Boren to 
skip the 2018 governor’s race. 
Mere mention of his name to Dem-
ocratic audiences elicits an audi-
ble groan. Can you spell D-I-N-O?

Speaking of 2018, you can 
scratch Joe Dorman off the gu-
bernatorial wish list, as well. He’s 
committed to serve long-term as 
Oklahoma Institute for Child Ad-
vocacy CEO.

Laurel: To Cherokee Chief Bill 
John Baker and OKC Councilman 
Ed Shadid, both traveling to North 
Dakota to support Dakota Access 
Pipeline protesters fighting for sa-
cred lands and clean drinking wa-
ter.  

It didn’t take GOP House and 
Senate PACs long to jettison vet-
eran strategist Fount Holland, 
charged in a campaign finance 
scheme. This is the thanks he gets 
for helping mastermind a state-
house supermajority?

Dart: To GOP pollster Bill 
Shapard, publicly predicting the 
Democratic Party’s death and lec-
turing educators on vouchers. The 
bow-tied dandy surely knows the 
political pendulum always swings 
– just ask D’s who dominated OK 
for a century-plus.

In the spirit of the season, our 
dear friend Scott J. Hamilton asks: 
If Santa takes a pic of himself, is it 
an elfie?

Laurel: To Tulsa U’s Kirk Smith, 
one of 32 Americans to be selected 
as Rhodes Scholars. The mechani-
cal engineering senior also was 
captain of the Golden Hurricane 
cross-country team.

Think Trump pulled a rabbit out 
of a hat? That trick would pale in 
comparison to Corrections Direc-
tor Joe Allbaugh, should he con-
vince lawmakers to more than 
triple last year’s $483.4 million 
budget.

Dart: To President-elect Trump, 
who never met a lie he wouldn’t ut-
ter. One recent whopper: he saved 
Kentucky’s Ford plant from mov-
ing to Mexico. Not so, says Ford.

The pro-voucher crowd in Okla-
homa is salivating after Repub-
licans added to their legislative 
supermajorities. It will have a pow-
erful ally if Amway queen Betsy 
DeVos becomes Trump’s educa-
tion secretary.

Laurel: To Sen. Kay Floyd, hon-
ored as a 2016 Elected Women of 
Excellence Award winner by the 
National Foundation for Women 
Legislators. The OKC Democrat 
is a tireless advocate for families, 
children and victims of domestic 
abuse.

Think these aren’t trying times 
for America’s youth? Bouts of de-
pression jumped 37% from 2005-
14 for those ages 12 to 20. – Time

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44
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Letters

Editor, The Observer:
In response to Amid The Ashes, 

Glimpses Of A Brighter Future 
[November Observer], I think that 
Arnold’s optimism may be a little 
too much wishful thinking for 
Oklahoma. It may be instructive to 
consider why someone voted one 
way or another.

The religious right, I think, was 
split on SQ 790. One group voted 
against it not because of any rea-
son that you or I would have, but 
because they were the more para-
noid of the right – they feared that 
it would allow the government to 
interfere with or meddle in the af-
fairs of the church.

On SQ 792, Bill Maher’s com-
ment also applies to alcohol. The 
Southern Baptist Convention 
camp at Davis runs 30,000-plus 
children and teenagers through 
there every year. Many on a repeat 
basis. It serves to keep a steady 
stream of young people, if only 
half of them, into the far religious 
right. Also, TeenPac is very active 
in Oklahoma.

Although SBC membership is 
declining, it is small and slow, a 
trickle here in OK. There are rela-
tively new, good-sized housing ad-
ditions in OKC, for example, with 

names like “Baptist Estates.”
I look for the far religious right 

in Oklahoma not to be a major 
factor in maybe two more genera-
tions. Hopefully I am wrong.

John Karlin
Tecumseh

Editor, The Observer:
If the Democratic Party does 

not organize a “march on Wash-
ington” right now to demand a 
recount in every state involved in 
this enormous disparity between 
“exit polls” and the reported vote 
count, they do not deserve sta-
tus as a political party! Their new 
name should be either “Wuss” or 
the “Possums!”

Frank Silovsky
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
Vladimir Putin can set Trump 

straight on how to control a troi-
ka. One renegade can cause a total 
disaster. With Mitch [Senate Ma-
jority Leader McConnell] and Paul 
[House Speaker Ryan] on either 
side, Trump is in for a wild ride.

Since Ryan was sidelined for the 
presidency and is now running for 
2020, Trump is in for a rough four 

years.
P.S. To Paul: Trump never for-

gets!
Tom Birbilis

Tulsa

Editor, The Observer:
I’m still grieving for not only the 

loss of a valiant American to be our 
president, but for those who voted, 
not for the values of our country 
but on the contrary. Some were 
your family members and friends, 
as they were mine.

I would like to think, just plain 
and simple, either they were low-
information voters or had con-
stant exposure to the extreme con-
servative media as major factors … 
rational thinking on their part was 
not involved.

But, not to fuel the fire of anger, 
I would like to believe we can turn 
the statistics [see below] around if 
we all chip in, one way or another 
for not only our future but also 
that of our children and grandchil-
dren.

We’ve got to do so, and there re-
ally are no “ifs,” “ands” or “buts.” 
I am literally frightened for us all 
with a Donald Trump in control. 
Aren’t you? However, let him be a 
lesson to learn that we must come 
together as an organized force be-
ginning in our own state.

Why not strengthen our pre-
cincts by adding new members, 
using a sophisticated communica-
tion system of some kind to con-
nect us all, raising lots of money 
for our candidates with fund-rais-
ers, and then supporting those 
candidates in full force … most 
were not and lost!

We have so many talents avail-
able, ready to go, such as Patricia 
Al-Sharif, Bill Wynn, Brad Byers, 
Tiffany Phillips, Lois Ward and 
many more whom I’ve meet in 
this wonderful party of ours! Also, 
thanks so much to our present and 
past Tulsa County Democratic Par-
ty officers who have volunteered 
their free time for us and not paid 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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Arnold Hamilton

It’s not your imagination that Oklahoma higher 
education has a giant target on its back.

As you recall, lawmakers last session slashed 
appropriations to state colleges and universities 

16%, a not-so-thinly-veiled shot at University of Okla-
homa President David Boren for his conception of 
and support for SQ 779.

Now that the sales tax to increase education fund-
ing was defeated, legislators are openly discussing 
the possibility higher ed could be cut further, freeing 
up cash for a sorely-needed teacher pay raise.

Robbing Peter to pay Paul is rarely a winning long-
term strategy. It’s a potentially cataclysmic decision 
when it involves the state’s most important economic 
engines: common and higher education.

Thanks to abysmal, shortsighted leadership at the 
statehouse, Oklahoma is marching toward Third 
World status. 

The nation’s [soon-to-be] worst paid K-12 teachers. 
Exploding class sizes hampering learning. College 
grads entering the workforce with eye-popping stu-
dent loan debt. Top teachers and professors fleeing 
to other states.

Sadly, higher ed is an easy political target. As Don-
ald Trump’s candidacy demonstrated, nothing stirs 
the economically disadvantaged quite like demoniz-
ing the Ivory Tower crowd.

It’s Demagoguery 101 – tastes great in the moment, 
but is less filling long-term.

The only way Oklahoma can compete successfully 
in an increasingly global economy is by producing 
a well-trained, highly-educated workforce. In many 
cases, a traditional four-year degree might not be 
enough.

The failure to invest in education from bottom to 
top – from Pre-K to community college, CareerTech to 
university – thwarts opportunity, especially for those 
of modest means.

Too many legislators seem not to comprehend that 
K-12 and higher education are investments in Okla-
homa’s future, not cost centers.

Oh, they pay lip service to its importance. But when 

Legislature’s Penny-Wise,
Pound-Foolish Policymaking

it comes time to make tough taxing and spending de-
cisions, they routinely side with the state’s wealthi-
est residents, who disproportionately benefit from 
income tax cuts and corporate tax breaks.

If lawmakers created a fairer tax system and elimi-
nated much of the corporate welfare, it not only could 
fully fund K-12 schools, but also take steps toward 
free higher education – a 21st Century GI Bill, of 
sorts, that would lift all boats and set the state on 
course for a brighter future.

As it is, the Republican-dominated Legislature has 
little incentive to revamp a winning political formula: 
preach conservative, religious messages to the mass-
es, while taking marching orders from the few who 
– oh, by the way – write the campaign checks and 
employ the lobbyists that wine-and-dine lawmakers.

As incoming House Speaker Charles McCall put 
it, “Voters sent House Republicans a clear message 
[Nov. 8]: They believe in the policies we have put in 
place during the last 12 years as the majority and 
they want us to continue those efforts.”

Yep. They’re thrilled with crumbling bridges, earth-
quake swarms, buckling highways, hungry children, 
bankrupt hospitals and nursing homes, underfunded 
schools, untreated mental illness … the list of prob-
lems the Legislature has failed to solve is long.

Actually, according to polls, only about a third of 
Oklahomans hold favorable views of the Legislature 
and Gov. Mary Fallin. Yet they voted – at least, those 
who bothered – to give the Capitol’s powers-that-be 
an ever greater supermajority. Go figure.

Maybe things aren’t bad enough yet for everyday 
Oklahomans to grab their pitchforks and light their 
torches. 

Maybe their attention will continue to be diverted, 
Roman-style, to the colosseums where the Thunder, 
Sooners and Cowboys compete.

If so, Oklahoma’s colleges and universities are like-
ly to be casualties again next spring. And ultimately, 
Oklahoma itself will pay a terrible price for the Legis-
lature’s penny-wise, pound-foolish approach to poli-
cymaking.
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Steps Oklahoma Can Take To Close 
Wealth Gap 397 Years In Making

BY DEVON DOUGLASS

Slavery of African-Americans lasted for 246 
years, from when the first slaves were 
brought to Virginia in 1619 to when it was 
finally abolished in 1865. Another 99 years 

passed until the 1964 Civil Rights Act ended Jim 
Crow laws that had systematically denied equal op-
portunity to African-Americans. Even after the end of 
Jim Crow, discrimination against African-Americans 
has continued in numerous well-documented ways, 
and all people of color in the United States continue 
to lag well behind whites when it comes to income 
and wealth.

The impact of this history is very much with us to-
day. As a recent report from the Corporation for En-
terprise Development [CFED] points out, if the wealth 
of average black families continues to grow at the 
same pace as it is growing today, it will take 228 years 
to reach the wealth of average white families today — 
nearly as long as the 246-year span of slavery.

And that’s just to reach the current wealth levels 
of white families, not to catch up with white family 
wealth that is still growing at three times the rate of 
the black population. For the average Latino family, 
it would take 84 years to reach the amount of wealth 
that white families have today.

That means without major changes, the legacy of 
slavery, discrimination, and the racial wealth gap will 
be with us for centuries to come. This racial wealth 
gap is a national problem that will require nationwide 
efforts to fully address it. However, Oklahoma poli-
cymakers can take some steps to improve economic 
justice in our state.

One of the keys to shrinking the racial wealth gap is 
access to jobs that pay a living wage – enough money 
to move out of poverty and become more self-suffi-
cient. In Oklahoma the minimum wage is currently 
$7.25 an hour. That’s barely half the amount needed 
for a living wage that could provide food, clothing, 
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and shelter for two adults and two children [$13.85 
an hour].

The low minimum wage affects all Oklahomans, 
and African-Americans and Latinos are especially 
likely to be in these jobs. Increasing the minimum 
wage would be a step in the right direction to give 
these workers a path out of poverty.

Of course, a higher wage by itself does not build 
wealth unless the worker has opportunities to save 
or invest those wages. Unfortunately, many Oklaho-
mans don’t have those opportunities.

Oklahoma currently has the one of the highest rates 
of unbanked and underbanked people in the nation. 
While the unbanked and underbanked state average 
is 10.9%, African-Americans’ and Native Americans’ 
unbanked rates are 20.9% and 15.7%, respectively. 
Not having full access to or awareness of traditional 

Women Leaders Can Help
Create More Inclusive Democracy

BY NYLA ALI KHAN

Given that the number of women in the Okla-
homa Legislature is down to 19 from 22 in 
a House of 149, I have been motivated to 
imagine the possibility of different desti-

nies for women in a world that is not governed by the 
aspirations and wishes of those women.

As a member of the Advisory Council for the Okla-
homa Commission on the Status of Women, I act as 
a resource and provide expertise to the commission. 
I provide research and information on societal vio-
lence and structural inequities that result from deep-
rooted prejudices against women.

The questions to which I seek to provide well-sub-
stantiated answers are as follows:

How can we, as women, develop the ability to orga-
nize and mobilize for social change, which requires 
the creation of awareness not just at the individual 
level but at the collective level as well? How can we 
develop self-esteem for which some form of financial 
autonomy is a basis? How can we make strategic life 
choices that are critical for people to lead the sort of 
lives they want to lead? We require a quality educa-
tion for these mammoth tasks.

Women in Oklahoma still encounter lack of access 
to education – only 25.1% of women in Oklahoma 
work in STEM fields; female students fare worse than 
their male counterparts in the student loan crisis; fe-
male representation in the Legislature is inadequate, 
women holding only 12.8% of the seats; women, es-
pecially the poor and members of minority groups, 
suffer from inadequate healthcare; women in Oklaho-

ma face pay disparity, making 80 cents on the dollar 
compared to their male counterparts; 41% of all ho-
micides in the state are related to domestic violence; 
as a result of Medicaid expansion not being accept-
ed, rural hospitals have gone bankrupt resulting in 
healthcare disparity, particularly for women. Social 
services, like rehabilitation treatments, are not as 
readily available to socioeconomically marginalized 
women, who lack transportation.

In my homeland Kashmir, inadequate attention has 
been paid to the gender dimension of the armed con-
flict in the Kashmir province of Indian-administered 
Jammu and Kashmir [J&K], which hinders even fur-
ther the emergence of peace, political liberty, socio-
economic reconstruction, and egalitarian democ-
ratization. Although women of Indian-administered 
Kashmir have been greatly affected by the armed in-
surgency and counter insurgency in the region, they 
are largely absent in decision-making bodies at the 
local, regional, and national levels.

I recognize the attention paid to gender-based vi-
olence in Kashmir by scholars, ethnographers, and 
NGOs, but not enough attention is given to the politi-
cal, economic, and social fallout of the armed conflict 
for women in Kashmir.

There is an unwillingness in both Kashmir and 
Oklahoma to recognize the separate niche of wom-
en’s narratives in the larger political context of both 
places, which is symptomatic of exclusionary patri-
archy in both cultures, and which does not establish 
women’s activism as an actuality and an ideology.

banking pushes families into asset-draining products 
like predatory loans.

Payday loans and other predatory loan products 
strip wealth from Oklahomans who have the least. To 
counteract these problems facing people of color in 
Oklahoma and across the country, state legislators 
could strengthen consumer protections by capping 
payday loan interest at the reasonable rate of 36%.

Closing the racial wealth gap is a problem too big 
for Oklahoma to solve on our own. However, Oklaho-
ma does have opportunities to be part of the solution.

It has taken almost four centuries for us to get here. 
With the right steps, it will not take as long to repair 
the injustices of our past and open up the wealth of 
our society to all of its members.
DeVon Douglass is a policy analyst with Oklahoma 
Policy Institute; www.okpolicy.org.
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Not enough emphasis is laid on how Kashmiri and 
Oklahoma women of different political, religious, ide-
ological, and class orientations can become resource 
managers and advocates for other women in emer-
gency and crisis situations.

There is a serious lack of a feminist discourse in 
political/activist roles taken on by women in Kashmir 
and Oklahoma, where the dominant perception still 
is that politics and policy-making are linked to the 
powerful male realist rather than with the maternal, 
negotiating woman.

As in other political scenarios in South Asia, wom-
en politicians in Kashmir are relegated to the “soft 
areas” of social welfare and family affairs. Women’s 
rights and gender issues in both places are second-
ary to political power.

Today in Kashmir and Oklahoma, women legisla-
tors constitute a minority, increasing the pressures 
of high visibility, unease, stereotyping, inability to 
make substantial change, over-accommodation to the 
dominant male culture in order to avoid condemna-
tion as “overly soft.”

We, as women, Kashmiri and Oklahoman, cannot 
afford to play havoc with the empowerment that criti-
cal intelligence gives us; the credibility that articu-
late expressions of our situation give us; the intelli-
gence that we employed to create a national identity.

Educated women should fully participate in profes-
sional and political life in Kashmir and Oklahoma, 
and not make a virtue of helplessness and destitu-
tion.

Building on the earlier gains, a pluralistic gov-
ernment can now ensure further economic, social, 
and educational gains for women and marginalized 
groups. Here is what the next steps should aim to do:

Women citizens should be accorded equal rights 
with men in all fields of national life – economic, cul-
tural, political, and in government services. Women 
should have the right to work in every line of employ-
ment for terms and wages equal to those for men. 
Women would be assured of equality with men in ed-
ucation, social insurance and job conditions, though 
the law should also give special protections to moth-
ers and children.

In Kashmir, government scholarships for those in 
need should ensure full access to education, with in-
struction available in regional languages as well as 
English.

Obviously, an important challenge is to create new 
openings for women to discuss public issues and be-
come active participants. To that end, Kashmir and 
Oklahoma need to revive and reinvigorate civil soci-
ety institutions that could initiate groups to assem-
ble freely and express shared interests, values, and 
purposes. As this happens, women citizens involved 
in civil society as well as government offices need to 
forge strategies for reconstruction and evolution of 
society. People must learn to work together across 
ethnic and ideological divides and insist that every-
one be included in democratic decision-making and 

given full access to basic social services.
Not just in Kashmir, but in Oklahoma as well, wom-

en can play an important role in establishing a more 
inclusive democracy and new forums for citizen co-
operation. Female leaders can lead the way by offer-
ing new ideas, building broad-based political coali-
tions, and working to bridge organizational divides.

In this way, women’s groups can thus pave the way 
for sustainable peace, universal human rights, and 
security from violent threats of all kinds.
Nyla Ali Khan is a member of the Scholars Strategy 
Network and the author of Fiction of Nationality in 
an Era of Transnationalism; Islam, Women, and Vio-
lence in Kashmir; The Life of a Kashmiri Woman, and 
the editor of The Parchment of Kashmir. She is editor 
of the Oxford Islamic Studies’ Online’s special issue 
on Jammu and Kashmir. She can be reached at nyl-
akhan@aol.com.

Circle Cinema 
Sets Pearl 

Harbor Events
Tulsa’s Circle Cinema will mark the 75th anni-

versary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
with special events Dec. 7, including filmed inter-
views with six Tulsa area veterans sharing their 
memories of the “date which will live in infamy.”

The 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. events, free and open to 
the public, also will including live music played on 
the theater’s 1928 pipe organ, an exhibit of World 
War II memorabilia collected by Tulsa resident 
Keith Myers Jr. and a Pearl Harbor documentary.

Myers was just nine months old when his fa-
ther, a World War II fighter pilot, was killed in a 
1949 Naval training exercise. Myers began col-
lecting war mementos in 1980, a treasure-trove 
that now includes more than 125 uniforms and 
myriad other items such as gas masks, tin ration 
cans, knives and canteens.

The Circle Cinema is located at 12 S. Lewis Ave. 
in Tulsa. For more information, visit circlecinema.
com or call 918.585.3456.
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Carbon Cabal’s Campaign
To Kill Wind Subsidies

BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

O
n the eve of the November general elec-
tion, postcards arrived in Oklahoma 
mailboxes posing this question: What if 
you could choose to fund Oklahoma edu-
cation or continue handouts to wealthy 

industrial wind farms?
The slick mailer, produced by a group calling it-

self WindWaste, warned that by 2030 state taxpayers 
could be on the hook for $5.2 billion in subsidies for 
wind farms – money that could be better spent on 
public schools and teacher salaries.

It isn’t that simple, of course. Wind subsidies and 
education funding aren’t magically connected dur-
ing budget negotiations at the state Capitol. But that 
wasn’t really the point of the mailer, anyway.

It was just the latest salvo in a three-year-plus cam-
paign aimed at undermining and destroying Okla-
homa’s nascent wind power industry – classic politi-
cal hardball aimed at protecting the empires built by 
powerful oil and gas and real estate interests.

Led by the likes of billionaire oilman Harold Hamm 
and Sam Walton’s brother-in-law Frank Robson, the 
anti-renewables cabal is working overtime to kill 

wind power credits in next spring’s legislative ses-
sion, all the while ignoring that generous tax breaks 
for oil and gas have blown an even larger hole in the 
state budget.

Their persistence may be paying off. Wind subsi-
dies were at the top of the list for discussion recently 
by the Incentive Evaluation Commission.

There is no question corporate welfare is out of con-
trol in Oklahoma, costing the state treasury upwards 
of $2 billion annually and contributing to teacher 
shortages, overcrowded classrooms, crumbling high-
ways and bridges, overworked troopers – and more.

But it’s a perversion of democratic government that 
the state’s biggest checkbooks can use their power 
to attack a promising industry that not only is pro-
ducing jobs [nearly 5,000 direct and indirect jobs in 
2014] and capital investment [$7 billion] but also is 
steering us to a clean energy future.

Former Senate Finance Chairman Mike Mazzei ar-
gued recently that the incentives cost the state far 
more – $100 million-plus in 2015 – than they produce 
– $78.4 million in direct economic benefits plus $17.1 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Starving The Beast
And Oklahoma’s Children

BY DAVID PERRYMAN

Alexis de Tocqueville observed that, “The 
French want no one to be their superior. 
The English want inferiors. The Frenchman 
constantly raises his eyes above him with 

anxiety. The Englishman lowers his beneath him 
with satisfaction.”

The predominance of those two cultures in Ameri-
ca’s historically white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant soci-
ety may shed light on our inherent distrust of power 
and those who hold it; our innate animosity toward 
authority that is rooted in our melting pot heritage 
and has found its way into our very DNA.

This natural skepticism of power and those who 
hold it predispose us toward a tendency to readily 
believe tales and rumors of governmental misdeeds 
and malefactions.

While it is proper and mainstream to engage in a 

healthy discussion concerning the role of govern-
ment, the past 30 years has seen the advent of an 
anti-government, starve the beast mentality that 
threatens many core functions of government that we 
significantly rely on.

While most of the anti-government rhetoric is fo-
cused at the federal government [and some is war-
ranted], similar antagonism is directed toward Okla-
homa. What is lost in the equation is that there are 
two stark differences between the impact on the fed-
eral government and the impact on Oklahoma.

First, while Oklahomans have total control over the 
funding and function of our schools, roads, prisons, 
mental health treatment, fire departments, water and 
natural resources, there is very little that Oklahoma 
voters can do to impact federal budgets and federal 
programs.
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Second, the federal government, unlike the state 
government has the ability to engage in deficit spend-
ing.

Consequently, when pandering state politicians 
shovel money out of the back door of the Oklahoma 
Tax Commission in the form of tax credits, incentives 
and rebates into the pockets of corporations and 
other benefactors of political action committees who 
generously return a portion to the politicians’ cam-
paign accounts, the state coffers come up short.

Likewise, when those same politicians cut the top 
income tax rate for the wealthy in 2014 [SB 1246], 
they continued a 10-year course of irresponsible tax 
cuts that decreased available state revenue by $1.022 
billion per year, according to the Institute on Taxa-
tion and Economic Policy.

By intentionally shrinking state revenues, their 
“complaint” that education is “already getting more 
of the pie than any other appropriation” is deceitfully 
correct.

In addition to their backhanded cut to appropria-
tions, in 2015 they passed HB 2244 which further cut 
education funding by capping the amount of vehicle 
tax going to schools.

These “starve the beast” antics have resulted in 
“highest in the nation” per pupil spending cuts of 
26.9% between 2008-17, according to the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities. Unfortunately, along 
with other core functions of government, one of the 
“beasts” being starved is Oklahoma’s public educa-
tion and it is not just our children who will suffer.

The neglect of public education betrays who we are 
as a state and further fractures our society.

Alexis de Tocqueville observed a fractured society 
in 1848 just prior to that French Revolution, as he re-
marked, “Society was cut in two: those who had noth-
ing united in common envy; those who had anything 
united in common terror.” Let’s not go there.
David Perryman, a Chickasha Democrat, represents 
District 56 in the Oklahoma House

A Farewell And A Word On Civility
BY JAMES LOCKHART

This will be the last column I will issue as a 
state representative. I have always given a lot 
of thought as to how I started each election, 
the message I wanted to send, the issues I 

wanted to campaign on; likewise I have thought a 
long time as to what I would say to end my career as 
an elected official.

I went through six elections in six years: three in 
2010, two in 2012 and one in 2014. Six times voters 
decided between me and my opponents.

Growing up, I never wanted to be a politician. The 
only reason I ran for office was to try to make a differ-
ence. I wanted to be able to look my kids in the eye 
and say I tried to change things for the better.

Not once during these six elections did I say wheth-
er I was conservative or liberal. I avoided labeling my-
self in each election. To be honest, on some issues 
I am liberal and some I am conservative. I voted pro-
life, pro-Second Amendment, and for the defense of 
marriage between one man and one woman. I would 
say I’m fairly liberal when it comes to each person 
and corporation paying their fair share of taxes, 
cheaper college tuition and funding for public edu-
cation, health care and roads. But I never used the 
conservative or liberal label as a wedge to divide the 
general public.

The preamble of our Constitution says “promote 
the General Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Lib-
erty to ourselves and our posterity.” What these few 
lines mean is that it is the job of all elected officials 
to make life better for each person and their kids. We 
are supposed to help one another, is a simpler way of 
putting it.

With these few lines from the preamble in mind, as 
a state representative, I always focused on broader 
economic indicators and tried to promote policy I 
thought would benefit as many people as possible. 
My philosophy was to help as many people as I could 
during my term in office.

The unemployment rate, median incomes, col-
lege graduation rates and health indicators are what 
I have focused on for the last six years at the state 
Capitol. Today each of these economic indicators is 
better than when I took office.

I worked with Democrats, Republicans, liberals and 
conservatives to improve our area and the state as 
a whole. Whether it was helping people find jobs or 
obtain an education, I tried in any way I could to help 
the average person make a better living.

I also tried to address the good ol’ boy system that 
has plagued our state for so long. Too often it’s not 
your education or resumé that gets you a job, it’s sole-
ly who you know. Too many young men and women 
leave because they are beat before they ever fill out a 
job application. That good ol’ boy system of who you 
know, and only those in the right clique deciding who 
gets the good jobs, has harmed people for many years 
and hurts our ability to bring in new talent. That good 
ol’ boy system was what prompted me to run for of-
fice in the first place.

The first press release I ever issued after I was 
elected in 2010 was an attempt to bring people to-
gether following a divided election. This is my last 
press release, and I urge everyone to walk a mile in 
someone else’s shoes before dismissing their point 
of view.
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We don’t all go to the same church, work the same 
job, or have the same struggles in our lives. Walk a 
mile in someone else’s shoes, listen to their perspec-
tive, before you dismiss them.

Only God decides who is black or white, Mexican or 
Asian. No one gets to choose the color of their skin 
or their nationality, and therefore we don’t all have 
the same views.

Jesus helped the poor, fed the hungry, healed the 
sick and embraced the outcast members of society. 
I believe in helping people. I also believe government 
can be a tool to lift people into a better standard of 
living. If we all followed Jesus’ teachings and were 
more apt to help someone than to ignore them, we all 
would be better off.

I will always encourage debate about where our 
state and nation are headed. Are we arguing over 
petty items or are we arguing over how and where to 
build new schools, new hospitals, new roads? What 
will we accomplish as a society? What legacy will we 
leave behind? I hope future debates will be over how 
best to help those we serve and less about things that 
serve no one.

Second Timothy 4:7 says “I have fought the good 

fight, I have run the race, and I have kept my faith.”
Even though my term has ended, I will always be 

available to help. My home phone is 918-653-7571. 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as a state repre-
sentative for the last six years; it has been a privilege 
and an honor.
James Lockhart, a Heavener Democrat, decided 
against seeking a fourth term as state representa-
tive in HD 3 so he could spend more time with his 
family, including a high school-age daughter and an 
elementary school-age son.

Wind
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

million in tax revenue.
Those are the sorts of numbers the Republican-

dominated Legislature should have been looking at 
years ago – and not just wind subsidies. But lawmak-
ers shied away from a serious review of tax breaks 
because some of their biggest campaign donors are 
the biggest hogs at the taxpayer-funded trough.

Take oil and gas, for example. The carbon indus-

try reaped more than $500 million in tax 
breaks in 2015, much due to the lowest 
drilling taxes in the nation.

It is inarguable that oil and gas are keys 
to Oklahoma’s economy. But the same 
could be said of Texas and North Dakota 
where drilling taxes are far higher. And 
the fact is, energy companies are going to 
drill where the oil and gas is – in this case, 
Oklahoma.

Yet oil and gas incentives remain sacred 
cows in Oklahoma, even though carbon 
is a dying industry and contributes to cli-
mate change. At the Oklahoma Oil and 
Gas Association’s recent annual meet-
ing, energy executives warned repeatedly 
against lawmakers changing the current 
taxing system that helps guarantee profits 
and socialize losses.

There are times when it makes sense 
for public policy to encourage develop-
ment of certain industries and technolo-
gies because they help create new, better, 
taxpaying jobs. That was, arguably, the 
case when horizontal drilling first became 
the rage. Now, it’s the norm and no longer 
needs subsidizing.

Wind incentives are set to sunset at 
the end of 2020. In the meantime, they’re 
working – Oklahoma is fourth nationally 
in generating electricity from wind. 

If wind subsidies are on the chopping 
block next session, oil and gas incentives 
should be, too. Then the state really could 
fully fund education and other vital state 
services. Stay tuned.
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MyChange is a new app that makes 
it easier than ever to support your 
favorite progressive organizations – 
like The Oklahoma Observer.

Every time you use your linked debit 
or credit card, MyChange rounds up 
your transaction to the next dollar and 
steers the difference to the Oklahoma 
Observer Democracy Foundation.

Spend $4.70 on a latte? The Observer 
Foundation receives 30 cents. It’s that 
simple.

With just a few easy steps, you can dedicate your spare change to the 
Observer Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit whose mission is to help create 
a better, more informed Oklahoma. It’s a tax-deductible gift that supports 
independent, hard-hitting journalism and commentary, an antidote to the 
state’s lockstep rightwing mainstream media.

To sign up, visit mychange.com/okobserver

CHANGE AGENT
It’s Easy To Be A ... 
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Allbaugh’s Record Gives Hope
Prison Woes Can Be Solved

BY JOSEPH H. CARTER SR.

A fortnight following Oklahoma voters’ over-
whelming endorsement of a senseless Re-
publican Legislature and Trump presidency, 
Tulsa burst into a New York Times headline 

about “Mothers in Prisons.”
Why? “The global capital for female incarceration 

may be right here in Oklahoma, which incarcerates 
142 out of every 100,000 women, about 10 times the 
rate of low-ranking states like Rhode Island and Mas-
sachusetts.”

The writer continues to depict Oklahoma’s high rate 
of jailing of both male and female citizens as “coun-
terproductive” but hurls the alarming fact that 60% of 
women in prisons are mothers of children under 18.

“Mass incarceration” costs “the average American 

household $600 a year,” says the writer, adding that 
2.6 million U.S. kids have parents in prison. What he 
doesn’t address is why “lock ‘em up and throw away 
the key” has been the Republican credo for years, de-
spite the incredible cost to taxpayers and the failures 
of Oklahoma prisons.

Unanswered also is the less obvious question: Why 
would any investor wish to move an industry into a 
place that is so calloused about potential workers, 
that spends such paltry sums on counseling problem 
students and that refuses decent salaries for school 
teachers?

To the Times writer’s credit in that Nov. 27 page-
wide story on the Sunday Review cover, the only pro-
test to Oklahoma’s inhumanity cited was the founda-
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tion established by Tulsa billionaire George Kaiser, a 
liberal in a state dominated by fundamentalist voters 
who ignorantly call themselves “conservatives.”

In fact, there is a new force at work: an ingenious 
political operative and nationally recognized Republi-
can named Joe M. Allbaugh. This Oklahoma native’s 
genius got George W. Bush elected Texas governor, 
then president.

This writer – first as a political news writer and pun-
dit, then as a Democratic operative – has known Joe 
Allbaugh of Blackwell since the days he was a field 
aide, then top hand for the late GOP governor-senator 
Henry Bellmon.

Allbaugh and I happenchanced to meet days follow-
ing last November’s election during the bi-partisan 
Political Hack’s chili cook-off event in Oklahoma City.

As widely reported, Allbaugh is Oklahoma’s new 
prisons director. In my face, Joe told Joe: “I can fix 
this mess. I did it in Texas. Just watch!”

Exactly how Allbaugh was able to reform Texas cor-
rections while a top aide to Gov. Bush is beyond this 
writer’s knowledge.

However, I long and keenly have been aware of Hen-
ry Bellmon’s respect for Allbaugh and Bellmon’s per-
sonal recommendation that Bush hire him to win the 
Lone Star state gubernatorial election. While not re-
fraining from being his critic on some matters, I was 
a personal friend of Bellmon’s for 50 years.

Allbaugh, in my recollection of the Bellmon years, 
was a prime force in winning bipartisan acceptance 
for Oklahoma’s first GOP governor and played a hand 
in seeing that Republican programs were fair, legal, 
civil and progressive – ideals the state’s GOP and a 
majority of voters since have widely repudiated.

In this pundit’s view, Bellmon’s “good government” 
credo that was both fiscally conservative but sane 
and progressive on social issues was betrayed by his 
party [and the party of Lincoln] due to malice indoc-
trination and capitalist greed.

Into this mix stands Allbaugh, a son of the Sooner 
soil.

Following our chili meal, I read the astounding 
news that Allbaugh had sent an FY 2017-18 budget 
request to the rightwing governor, Mary Fallin, and 
the newly-elected Legislature, seeking to triple the 
amount now spent on prisons.

Incredible! To properly fix the corrections system 
– and Allbaugh is no doubt correct – would cost mil-
lions of dollars more than traditionally provided. To-
gether with raising school teachers’ salaries to a civi-
lized level undoubtedly would require a mammoth tax 
increase.

To increase taxes in Oklahoma, a supermajority of 
legislators must vote “yes” and the governor must 
sign the bill. Will that happen?

Two amendments to state law were enacted during 
the November election. They were rightfully designed 
to bring some civility to criminal sentencing.

However, as Allbaugh quickly remarked to me, more 
changes in criminal justice laws are needed if Okla-

homa decides to follow working guidelines found 
in most civilized areas and championed by Tulsa’s 
George Kaiser Family Foundation.

My career in Oklahoma politics began in 1959 when 
I was hired to be a United Press International corre-
spondent. I reported on the rise of the then-largely 
unknown Bellmon, who also was largely ignored by 
the media.

Our relationship during Bellmon’s first months as 
GOP chair led him to write more than 160 words in 
his autobiography about how I, virtually alone among 
reporters, would call him for comments to refresh old 
stories “where Joe got his news and I got the cover-
age the party needed.”

I felt it was fair-handed news reporting then and 
now. However, before Bellmon, few folks knew who 
headed the state’s Republican Party.

After he was elected, I came to admire Bellmon’s 
key staffers and largely reported equal-handed on his 
activities. However, most Republican candidates who 
rose in his vortex drove me to an increasingly nega-
tive view of the party. A few years later I happily ac-
cepted the roles of a feverish aide to numerous Dem-
ocratic officeholders.

In this pundit’s view, Allbaugh, after a career as a 
highly successful Republican operative and business 
consultant, may become the reincarnation of the fair-
minded ideals and greatness that Bellmon offered to 
Oklahoma voters during the 1960s, especially if he 
can overcome the prison blight that sullies his native 
state.

Who knows? Could Allbaugh be elected Oklahoma 
governor then U.S. senator who votes for things like 
the Panama Canal Treaty and champions something 
like the ancient, repealed HB 1017 that Bellmon 
adroitly designed to save common schools?

History could be unfolding.
Norman resident Joseph H. Carter Sr. is author of  
Never Met A Man I Didn’t Like: The Life and Writings 
of Will Rogers [HarperCollins] and The Quotable Will 
Rogers [Gibbs Smith Publishers].
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So Much To Be Sorry For
BY RUTH BRELSFORD

An open apology to the students I taught for 
29 years:

To the girls I admonished to use your 
brains, not your sexuality, to succeed: I 

guess I was wrong. No one cares about your brains or 
your experience. I’m sorry.

To the college boys I taught that “No means No” and 
respect for women is no joke: I hate to admit it, but 
I guess I was wrong. Boys will be boys. Sorry about 
that.

To the Dreamers I encouraged to dream on; you can 
do it; I will dream with you: Oops! I was wrong. Lo 
siento!

To the women I counseled to leave your abusive 
husbands, to get an education for yourselves and 
your kids, assuring you that you do have a voice in 
our society: I guess I was wrong, I’m so sorry.

To the speech students I taught to organize your 
thoughts, cite sources for supporting evidence and 
always strike to be an ethical speaker because speech 
is so powerful: Obviously I was wrong. Go ahead and 
ad lib it and don’t worry about inciting violence. 

Whatever works! Sorry.
To the suburban high school students I taught not 

to bully people with disabilities: I was wrong! It’s all 
in fun! No one really cares. I’m sorry, OK? Get over it.

To the honors students I led to establish a recycling 
program on our junior college campus because cli-
mate change is real and it is important that we do our 
part: I guess I was wrong, mea culpa.

To the athletes I urged to use your brains and not 
cheat – you are more than a basketball/baseball/soc-
cer player: I guess I was wrong. Cheating works. Sor-
ry, my bad.

To the young black men I taught to respect me 
through my respect for you: I hope I’m not wrong. 
I do believe “black lives matter.” I’m sorry that not 
everybody does.

To the LGBTQ students I comforted through the 
years, promising that someday you will be free to love 
the person you love, openly and without fear: I guess 
I was terribly, terribly wrong, I’m sorry. Be careful.

To the theatre students I tried to inspire, teaching 
you that the arts can make a difference, that we are all 
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human, that when we walk in another man/woman’s 
shoes, even in a vicarious film/theatre experience, we 
can learn to respect and embrace our diversity: How 
can that be wrong? I’m very sorry.

To the soccer player named Mohamed I consoled, 
promising that someday you will be able to use your 
real name and not be afraid, even in Oklahoma: I 
guess I was wrong. I’m sorry. Better keep that nick-
name.

To the CASA child who needs a DHS that is fully 
funded and support for substance abuse programs 
that can help your mommy and daddy take good care 
of you: I guess that I was mistaken that the system 
can work for you. I am so sorry.

To the inmates to whom I have handed pen and pa-
per week after week, urging you to reflect and ana-
lyze yourselves critically so that you can change and 
grow and succeed even if you are a felon: I guess I 
was wrong. Honesty doesn’t really pay. I’m sorry. Just 
don’t get caught next time.

To the rich kids in private school that I warned that 
just because you are rich doesn’t mean that you are 
better than the rest of us; you still have to play by 
the rules: I guess I was really wrong. But I just can’t 
apologize for trying to teach that lesson. Sorry.

To the international students I assured that democ-
racy does work and reassured that we stand by our 
allies in this country: Guess I’m really wrong on this 
one. Sorry about that! Duck!

To all the students I taught about the horrors of 
racism by introducing you to the literature of the Ho-
locaust, asking you to pledge with me “never again” 
and hoping never to see a swastika on American soil: 
I am truly, truly sorry. It is too late for that dream to 
come true.

To the scores of little kids that I taught to sing, Je-
sus does love the little children. All the children of 
the world. Red and yellow, black and white. Each is 
precious in his sight. Jesus loves the little children 
of the world: I can’t believe I am wrong on this one, 
but I’m so sorry that we don’t live this truth in our 
Christian nation.

To all the students I have taught in Oklahoma for 
29 years, in colleges, suburban high schools, high-
risk middle schools, expensive private schools, after-
school programs, Upward Bound programs for at-risk 
youth, Vacation Bible Schools, and minimum secu-
rity prison programs, all of you that I begged to stay 
in Oklahoma because eventually we can make a dif-
ference and eventually this state will care more about 
education and the arts and kids and equality than 
prisons and posting the Ten Commandments. Even-
tually we will live by those commandments not just 
read them, I said for 29 years. I guess I was wrong, I’m 
so, so sorry.

Most of you know that I’m retired now. It’s just as 
well. I’m feeling today that my whole life’s work was 
wasted. Some people say I need to “get over it” and 
quit whining.

I have a better idea. I think I will just keep teaching 

anywhere and everywhere I can. ‘Cause that’s what 
people like me do. We don’t hoard ammunition and 
hassle women in headscarves. We don’t spit on peo-
ple and preach them into hell cause they don’t be-
lieve like we do. We don’t threaten to “lock ‘em up.”

We teach, we feed, we hug, we make art, we march, 
we pray, we organize, we believe. Like my Grandma 
used to say, “one foot in front of the other!”

Grandma was a very strong woman who fed her fam-
ily during the Great Depression by teaching in one-
room schoolhouses. She taught for 32 years. Grand-
ma used to say, “The secret of living a good, long life 
is having something important you have to get up and 
do every day.”

At this rate, I’m gonna live to be 100. Its gonna take 
that long to clean this mess up!
Ruth Brelsford lives in Red Oak, OK.

Please, Teachers,
Don’t Give Up
On Oklahoma
BY ELBERT AND MARION HILL

The failure of SQ 779, which would have in-
creased the sales tax statewide to give teach-
ers a pay raise and to better support edu-
cational institutions generally, raises the 

obvious question: What now?
Teachers definitely deserve to be paid more than 

they currently are. And public schools should be 
teaching students five days a week instead of the four 
days many across the state have had to cut back to. 
As for colleges, they should be able to schedule the 
courses students need rather than slashing classes 
because of faculty and staff layoffs.

Since 2008, state funding for both public school 
and higher education institutions has endured a se-
ries of drastic cuts. Falling oil prices are partly to 
blame for the state’s current fiscal crisis. But the real 
culprit is a spineless state Legislature that spends 
what money Oklahoma has unwisely. For instance, 
they passed Gov. Mary Fallin’s foolish tax cuts that 
mainly benefited the wealthy, and they regularly give 
corporate welfare such as a generous tax exemption 
to oil companies.

Good teachers are already departing our state, go-
ing to places like Texas where they can make twice 
as much, or leaving the teaching profession entirely. 
Many more will now take the exit ramp, assuming 
that the failure of 779 means that Oklahomans don’t 
appreciate their expertise, effort, and dedication.

We think that’s the wrong interpretation of the vote, 



•   DECEMBER 201618

however.
Many “no” votes were a simple reaction to the badly 

thought-out response to falling state revenues. Vot-
ers worried about putting a specific tax in the Okla-
homa Constitution, which would be hard to amend if 
conditions changed. Voters worried about raising the 
sales tax in Oklahoma to the highest in the nation, 
which could burden local businesses and drive shop-
pers to neighboring states that have lower tax rates. 
Voters worried about the fact that a sales tax always 
falls hardest on people who can least afford it, those 
who spend a high percentage of their income on food 
and other necessities.

People like teachers, in fact.
So if increasing the sales tax didn’t strike voters 

as the right answer to Oklahoma’s education crisis, 
what now? Well, now Oklahomans must do some-
thing much harder than simply marking a ballot yes 
or no.

Now we have to hold state legislators’ feet to the 
fire, make them do their jobs, and insist that they 
adequately fund public education. If voters demand 
they do it, they will. Nothing strikes more fear into 
the hearts of public officials than an aroused, angry, 
activist public.

Yes, staying informed and active on behalf of Okla-
homa schools is much harder than marking a bal-
lot. But it’s what voters have let themselves in for by 
turning down 779. Now, we must all get busy.

Please, educators, don’t completely give up on 
Oklahoma, even though it must seem the state has 
given up on you.
Elbert and Marion Hill live in Durant, OK.

Six Takeaways
From Election
BY DAVID BLATT

While most attention in early November fo-
cused on the geological earthquake that 
shook the state and the political earth-
quake that shook the nation, the state 

election results got less detailed coverage. Here are a 
few important takeaways from the vote:

First, turnout was up. A total of 1,451,056 Oklaho-
mans cast ballots for president, an increase of 9.9% 
compared to the presidential vote in 2012. There was 
a big increase in early voting. Over 152,000 people 
took advantage of in-person early voting, compared to 
a previous high of 114,000 in 2008. Turnout of regis-
tered voters was 67.3%, also up from 2012.

Second, straight party voting continues to help Re-
publicans. A total of 526,794 voters opted for straight 
party voting. Republicans enjoyed a 138,000 vote ad-
vantage over Democrats in straight-party voting and 

received 61.7% of all straight-party votes.
Third, Republicans gained four seats in the state 

House and three seats in the Senate, adding to their 
large majorities in both chambers. When the Legis-
lature meets in February, the Republican advantage 
will be 75-26 in the House and 42-6 in the Senate. 
Outside metropolitan areas, Democrats are gradually 
being wiped out. Of 10 open seats previously held by 
Democrats outside Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Demo-
crats retained only one [HD 4 in Tahlequah]. Dem-
ocrats also were unable to win back seats held by 
Republicans outside the metropolitan centers, even 
where they still enjoy a large advantage in party reg-
istration.

For Senate Democrats, this election cycle was di-
sastrous – of 25 seats on the ballot, they won just 
one, and they lost all three open seats previously 
held by term-limited Democrats. The results in the 
House were more mixed. Democrats held all the seats 
where incumbents were running and picked up two 
open seats, both in Oklahoma City. House Democrats 
are creating a strong and expanding base in Oklaho-
ma City, where they now have 10 seats.

Fourth, there will be a large freshman class of legis-
lators. Although no incumbent from either party was 
defeated, many legislators termed out or chose not to 
seek re-election, and three Republican incumbents 
lost in the June primaries. In total, 43 of 149 legisla-
tors will be freshmen. In the House, there will be 30 
new legislators – 23 Republicans and 7 Democrats. 
In the Senate, there will be 13 freshmen, all Repub-
licans.

Fifth, there will be even fewer female legislators. 
Prior to Nov. 8, there were 21 women in the Legisla-
ture out of 149 representatives and senators. Okla-
homa’s rate of female legislative representation was 
second lowest in the nation, behind only Louisiana. 
The next Legislature will see that number fall to 19, 
with 13 female representatives and six female sena-
tors. While many female candidates stepped forward, 
very few were successful. Of the 43-member fresh-
man class, only five are women.

Sixth, voters showed an independent streak on bal-
lot measures. Two measures that had been placed on 
the ballot with the overwhelming support of legisla-
tors were decisively defeated by voters – SQ 777, the 
so-called right-to-farm, and SQ 790, striking the con-
stitutional provision used to keep the Ten Command-
ments monument off the Capitol grounds.

Voters also were not swayed the state’s District At-
torneys who opposed SQ 780 and 781, the two citizen-
initiated measures that will make all drug possession 
charges and minor property offenses misdemeanors.

Only in affirming the death penalty [SQ 776], re-
jecting the tax increase for education [SQ 779], and 
supporting alcohol modernization [SQ 792] did the 
results conform to what might have been expected 
based on past ballot measures.
David Blatt is executive director of Oklahoma Policy 
Institute; www.okpolicy.org.
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Since the beginning of the school year, Okla-
homa’s State Department of Education has 
issued about 730 emergency certificates. 
This emergency certification allows school 

districts to fill vacancies for which there are no can-
didates with a teaching certificate. Unfortunately, this 
problem of finding qualified teachers is not unique to 
Oklahoma!

Texas has issued a major alarm as well, announc-
ing a looming shortage of more than 30,000 teachers 
when school starts back up next August. The aver-
age teacher pay in Texas is $56,000, while the aver-
age teacher salary in Oklahoma is just over $44,000, 
showing about a $12,000 difference between the two 
states.

The problem of finding certified teachers in Kan-
sas is just as dire. The Kansas State Board of Educa-
tion recently voted to drop all state teacher licensing 
requirements in several districts unable to fill open 
positions. 

Wisconsin’s State Superintendent of Schools, Tony 
Evers, has created a commission to identify and pro-
pose solutions to address the critical teacher short-
age in that state. The average teacher salary in Wis-
consin is $55,171.

Furthermore, the number of college students seek-
ing to become teachers in Illinois and Michigan has 
fallen drastically over the last few years. Both of 
these states have the highest average teacher salaries 
in the nation.

Our nation is lacking certified teachers, but low sal-
aries may not be the only problem Oklahoma faces 
when attracting new teachers into the profession. A 
recent editorial in an Oklahoma City newspaper in-
dicated the state should not be concerned about the 
issuance of emergency certificates to fill classroom 
vacancies. However, there has been considerable 
feedback from parents concerned about the quality 
of learning their children are receiving from those 
teaching in the classroom with an emergency certi-
fication.

Certified teachers are taught that the brain is con-
stantly changing because the brain is always active, 
even in sleep. Every time something is learned, the 
brain changes.

To form a skill, nothing is more effective than prac-
tice. And increased difficulty during practice will fa-
cilitate learning. 

Repeat those behaviors that are beneficial to your 
brain, and break those behaviors that are not. The 

behavior must be created to want to learn the correct 
way and reject the wrong ways. 

As certified teachers can attest, the same is true for 
all study habits.

Utilizing fun and enjoyable behaviors can provide 
excellent short-term memory. However, long-term 
and skilled-oriented memory requires progressively 
increased difficulty in the learning process. Having 
the knowledge of the subject is one thing, but having 
the ability to effectively communicate that knowledge 
on an age appropriate level is essential to a proper 
learning environment.

Without formal training, an instructor can only 
teach what they know and teach how they learned. 
Establishing teaching as a respected profession, with 
adequate pay and administrative and parental sup-
port will provide the best results in recruiting new 
teachers and keeping those already in the profession.

Allowing shortcuts into the education profession 
will not encourage college students to select teach-
ing as a profession when it is no longer respected as 
a profession. A pyramid is important for a successful 
education: Student, Teacher, and Parent. If any com-
ponent is missing from this pyramid, the process is 
stymied.

On Nov. 1, legislation I authored last legislative ses-
sion became effective, allowing school districts to 
provide alternative methods to student suspensions 
by requiring the child with their parent to perform in-
school service in lieu of the suspension from school.

While pay is an important factor in attracting quali-
fied candidates to any job, there must be a reason 
why college students are selecting other professions 
other than teaching. From my 38 years in the class-
room, most students say they would be concerned 
about their ability to control the current students if 
they were a teacher.

Certified teachers know the subject area, under-
stand how students learn, can relate at the grade and 
maturity level of the students, and have been trained 
how to maintain classroom management. However, 
in the area of classroom management, it may be the 
most significant reason students in college are se-
lecting another career path.
Sen. Ron Sharp, a Shawnee Republican, represents 
District 17 in the Oklahoma Senate.

BY RON SHARP

Shortage Of Qualified Teachers
Reflects More Than Low Pay

Read The Observer On-Line
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Christmas 
Gifts

In The World 
Of Trump

BY CAL HOBSON

On Jan. 20, 2017, Donald John 
Trump will become the 45th 
president of our not-very-United 
States. This reality – or critics 

say, reality show – extends one notable 
streak and starts another.

First, every person who has ascended to 
this most important position in America 
has been a man. Second, the new leader 

of the Free World will be the only president to have 
never held any elected office. Frankly, the former is 
less surprising than the latter.

For me, the reign of Trump raises many concerns 
that I already enumerated in the November Observ-
er. However, in the spirit of the season, I now offer a 
cornucopia of 2016 Christmas gifts to the most de-
serving of Donald’s inner, outer and somewhere in 
between circles.

But before I move on, here’s one last bah humbug 
for clueless pollsters and especially moronic crys-
tal baller Nate Silver, creator of the once-revered 538 
website. A Ouija board plus the free political wisdom 
available from area goobers at Van’s barbecue would 
have served him better than all his intricate comput-
er algorithms. Just proves algebra is way overrated.

Enough of him whining. The following are the recip-
ients of gifts delivered to them via The Oklahoma Ob-
server and developed on my private, non-government, 
hack-proof email account set up by my six-year-old 
nephew. Therefore, since I know you are reading this, 
be warned FBI Dick and Director Comey, don’t waste 
your time and taxpayer money investigating me and 
my neph. I know former G-Man Frank Keating and 
we’re not afraid to lawyer up.

1. First up, the already super-rich will get to keep 
the gift that just keeps on giving, which is, of course, 
the United States tax code. For them it’s already great 
and going to get greater! Benefiting only the very 
smart, very arrogant and very greedy, this complex 
system, unlike most programs created by Congress, 
does exactly what it was designed to do.

2. I give a much-needed moral compass to U.S. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-WI, who, on Nov. 7, 
couldn’t find the courage to say Trump’s name but 
48 hours later declared him the Second Coming of 
Christ. Just confirms the president-elect can indeed 
save jobs in America. He did Ryan’s.

3. Speaking of jobs, Rudolph G., the brown-nosing 
relic of Christmas pasts, will not get the position he 
wanted, but instead the one I suggested in an early 
morning tweet to our new leader. The mercurial real 
estate mogul, and well-known housing discriminator, 
has appointed the always-congenial former mayor 
as a community organizer in Harlem where he will 
work for brown-all-over Congressman Charlie Ran-
gel. Wow! A perfect match made in hell, which Trump 
says describes our inner cities.

4. A coveted Don’t Go To Jail gift card for Hillary. 
Terribly disappointing to all the redneck, hat-on-
backwards, beer-swilling, pot-smoking, gun-carrying, 
lock-her-up loons who don’t know an email server 
from their favorite waitress Wynona at Sonny’s Café.

5. A rarely uttered mea culpa gift from Trump him-
self to the entire free world for thinking Russian Pres-
ident Putin was his pal. Not being particularly famil-
iar with foreign leaders, our new Diplomat-in-Charge 
thought Putin’s initials KGB stood for “keep grabbing 
breasts” not “keep grabbing Bulgaria.” But now with 
his curiosity piqued and money-making juices flow-
ing, he wants to meet with Comrade Bulgaria to see 
if they could do business together in Mexico where 
there will soon be lots of cheap labor.

6. Big Tent DJT named Gov. Mary Fallin win of the 
widely coveted 2016 “Bundle of Sticks’ gift after he 
learned she currently lives in a small house next to a 
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doublewide trailer somewhere out in them. Although 
clearly disappointed, Mary took solace being first 
runner-up for the Interior job given to designer Bill 
Blass, a long dead rich white guy from New York City. 
Our blonde bombshell and former Tecumseh High 
pom girl said she understands the need for diversi-
ty in the Trump cabinet. In her press release, Fallin 
stated, “Dead people in Pittsburg County cast their 
ballots for Democrats all the time, so why not give 
voice to the deceased in Washington, DC? Therefore, 
I declare a Day of Prayer in Oklahoma for their imme-
diate recovery as well as the price of oil.” Sis-boom-
bah! Sis-boom-bah! Go Hamm. Go Nichols. Go away 
earthquakes!

Important footnote: From his mausoleum in McAl-
ester, Sen. Gene Stipe texted the governor that she 
can count on his vote – several times actually – in 
whatever election may away her, whether in Okla-
homa or elsewhere. Even Gene is now a registered 
Republican.

7. News Flash! Just sent from the kinder, gentler 
but sealed off Trump command post is the “I was just 
kidding about the wall thing” gift to 12 million ille-
gals who, unless they are on the run serial rapists, 
imprisoned ax murderers or, worst of all, lovers of 
Barbra Streisand music, can remain in America and 
immediately apply for full citizenship. Finger and 
toe manicurists who personally serve Ivana, Marlan, 
Melania, Ivanka, Tiffany, Donald Jr., Eric, Mrs. Mike 
Pence, Newt and even Barron should proceed directly 
to the front of the line. Por favor, and due primarily to 
low-energy relatives of Jeb Bush’s Mexican wife, por 
favor, shuffle to the back and wait your turn. Gracias.

8. With personal regrets, a lump of anthrax coal to 
West Virginia miners who believed the climate denier 
when he promised to save their dying industry. These 
poor souls are the same fellows whose great-grand-
fathers made their meager livings in the dangerous 
whale oil business, grandfathers that breathed toxic 
air for decades in Ohio steel mills and parents who 
spun hazardous textile machines in South Carolina.

Important statistic applies here from Silver’s 538 
website: Tragically, only elderly, lonely and mostly 
lady listeners to late night AM radio evangelists are 
more prone to do the wrong thing for their financial 
futures than impoverished coal miners. Degree of 
survey accuracy is plus or minus 31.0642991%, give 
or take 12.

9. The Billy Bush audio/video gift package titled 
Some Boys Will Always Be Boys. Perfect collector’s 
item for millions of aging Boomers who desperately 
miss the always stimulating, but good-natured lock-
er room banter with their seventh grade teammates. 
Their favorite competition was rating the high school 
cheerleaders on poise, deodorant effectiveness, leg 
spread while jumping, length of legs, roundness of 
rumps, deducting points for excess baby fat and add-
ing extra points for winks directed at them individu-
ally.

10. And, lastly, a big slice of humble pie for all the 

national polling wizards, TV know-it-alls, including 
Anderson Cooper, smug Ivy League professors, Hol-
lywood elites and especially yours truly, who confi-
dently guaranteed a Clinton victory. Only the USC/LA 
Times prognosticators nailed it as well as every God-
fearing, tractor-driving, chalk-beer-drinking, Camel-
smoking, Democrat-loathing, high school dropout 
white guy in Oklahoma over the age of 60.

Oops … Arnold just told me I’m past deadline and 
that makes me furious! He must not remember how 
important I used to be so for revenge, I think I’ll ac-
cept a new writing opportunity in Mexico. World fa-
mous drug lord, mass murderer and multiple prison 
escapee El Chapo has asked me to ghost-write his 
master’s thesis titled, “My Lifetime Case Study of 
Potential Synoptic Interactions Under Stress: A Lon-
gitudinal Analysis of How I Expand My Mind Effec-
tively Every Day Smoking Weed, Snorting Coke and 
Mainlining Heroin in Solitary Confinement South of 
the Porous Border As Compared to the Known and 
Measurable Brain Damage Suffered by the Entire 
State Chamber Board of Directors While Reading the 
Oklahoman Newspaper at Oak Tree Golf Course Every 
Morning Before Smacking Their Small White Balls.”

I’m intrigued and may just take the job. Downsides 
are we have to double cell, he gets the bottom bunk 
and there’s only one blanket, but strangely two bars 
of soap. Upsides are lots of free stimulants readily 
available, no mandatory legislative meets-and-greets 
led by Chamber Honcho Fred Morgan and, most of all, 
I admire El Chapo’s high personal and ethical stan-
dards. He only robbed from the rich and gave to the 
poor.

Adios, malo hombres!
Cal Hobson, a Lexington Democrat, served in the 
Oklahoma Legislature from 1978-2006, including 
one term as Senate President Pro Tempore.

Remembering
BY ANN DAPICE

Recent events have caused many to reflect on 
past experiences that cause them anxiety as 
they fear a return to those times. They ask if 
we are bound to repeat the past.

Taken literally, to “re-member” is to bring back a 
state of being. Depending on people’s experiences, 
such a state can be felt to be positive or negative. Of-
ten we think of memory as positive, looking through 
old photo albums of times when our children were 
small, a special family time, or photos of old friends.

In education, memory is the basis for all learning. 
For most of us memories include some good and 
some bad. The worst memories can lead to post- and 
ongoing-traumatic stress that can affect our expecta-
tions of others and related actions.

Fears that negative past events will return seem le-
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gitimized by hate crimes that have occurred across 
the country since the election.

My own alma mater, the University of Pennsylvania, 
has had freshman African American students receive 
threats of lynching from emails originating from stu-
dents at University of Oklahoma and Tulsa Communi-
ty College. A female African American student at Vil-
lanova was charged and knocked down by a number 
of white men yelling, “Trump, Trump, Trump.”

Muslim, Hispanic and Latino children have been 
threatened and physically attacked in schools. On 
election night a gay man was attacked, left bleed-
ing and unconscious from a head injury by Trump 
supporters. A male African American musician was 
killed in Richmond, CA in what was described as a 
hate crime. Asian Americans are receiving threats as 
well.

As of Nov. 18, 701 “hateful harassment” crimes 
have been reported by the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter since the election – 40% in educational settings.

The campaign slogan we’ve heard repeatedly over 
the past year – “Make America Great Again” – had as 
its assumption that for some people life in the past 
was felt to be better than their present. The campaign 
appeal appeared to be purposeful.

On the other hand, members of oppressed minori-
ties still experiencing oppression have been heard 
asking, “When was America great?”

Some of us have recently shared with each other 
times in Oklahoma when being American Indian, 
Mexican, African American, or Jewish was not only 
shameful but dangerous as well. We remember anti-
Semitic meetings of the nationalist right, segregated 
schools and the falsely named Tulsa “Race Riot” of 
1921. The historian John Hope Franklin says that it 
was not a riot but a massacre of African Americans 
by whites.

For others, earlier times in Tulsa were times of 
pride – people considered Tulsa to be progressive and 
made comparisons to Kansas City. At that time excel-
lent white students were encouraged by high school 
counselors to go to competitive Eastern schools 
where there were often “Oklahoma Clubs” at Ivy 
League campuses. These same elite schools exclud-
ed Jews and people of color.

Since the recent election a new vocabulary sur-
rounds us – fake news, post truth, normalizing. Gloat-
ing occurs on Facebook entries saying, “We won, get 
over it.” Others respond that it isn’t just about who 
wins and who loses but that values of justice, equal-
ity, healthcare, education, diversity, religious free-
dom, and the environment are at stake. Some advise 
us to unite because “love trumps hate.”

With new actions and appointments by the pres-
ident-elect, those who first said “Give Trump a 
Chance” now begin to show open concern. Others 
say we must continue to act and speak out, joining in 
protests across the country.

Horrors continue and worsen at Standing Rock in 
North Dakota where some Oklahomans join with in-

digenous peoples from across the nation and world 
calling attention to pipeline development that the 
Standing Rock Tribe, and people in the nearby city of 
Bismarck, fear will poison their water. A quick review 
of the many pipeline spills shows the fears to be val-
id. Water “protectors” continually teach non-violence 
and spend their days in prayer and ceremony at the 
camp.

Yet too many reports by the press give credence to 
police who insist “protectors” are using violence, de-
spite continuing camera and witness evidence to the 
contrary. Memes on Facebook show pictures of U.S. 
use of water cannons against its citizens comparing 
Birmingham in 1963 and Standing Rock in 2016. Is 
the past prologue?

There is a second part to the meaning of the word 
“re-member.” Besides bringing back a state of being, 
the “member” portion has to do with part of a whole.

We are members of families, organizations and 
groups, for example, and these memories happen in 
specific times and places typically with others be-
sides ourselves. So to “re-member” is to understand 
events as they happened in a different time and place 
with divergent circumstances and with people often 
long gone. 

Our individual memories often differ from those of 
others in the same event. We cannot bring those ex-
periences back into being completely without those 
same people, times and places. The remembering is 
part of a whole that no longer exists.

Whether campaign promises were meant to be kept 
or not, the working class jobs that once existed were 
based on the technology and resources of the time. In 
the present phones now serve as computers and we 
communicate rapidly via the internet. 

Automation, planned obsolescence, drones and ro-
bots require very different work and make even re-
cent jobs obsolete. Despite political denial, climate 
change challenges our use of energy, making those 
jobs soon to disappear as well.

While the internet has allowed convenient hacking 
and false information to be spread rapidly through 
planned, implemented and reimbursed “fake news,” 
it has also made accurate information quickly avail-
able through search engines. We are able to check 
out purposeful misinformation in ways not available 
in the past. The challenge is to educate people for 
new jobs through this technology thus making them 
less likely to be fooled by false information.

Given recent events, the terrible histories of fas-
cism, anti-Semitism, racism, sexism, homophobia, 
nepotism, and related crimes must receive attention 
now, but it is a different time with a recent history of 
peoples who may not acquiesce easily.

With smart phones in our pockets we learn of hate 
crimes immediately in detail. The same phones are 
taking pictures that demonstrate the racist police 
brutality that was long experienced but hard to prove. 
We even know whether the police have been taught 
to use their body cameras and if they turned them on 



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 23

An Open Letter To America’s
Presidential Electors

Dear Elector:
I am a World War II Veteran who landed at Omaha 

Beach who saw action in France and Germany.
Exploding shrapnel in hedgerow country ended fur-

ther combat. After removal of shrapnel and hospital 
recuperation I was awarded the Purple Heart. Recent-
ly the French government awarded me the Chevalier 
de la Legion D’Honeur and to all American soldiers 
who saw combat on French soil in gratitude and ap-
preciation for liberating France from Nazi domina-
tion. Later during tenure as a university professor 
I applied for and was awarded three research grants 
under the auspices of the enlightened Fulbright Pro-
gram ... enabling research and educational film docu-
mentation in Korea, India, and Nigeria …

As a young person I witnessed the rise of Hitler and 
the Third Reich. Seventy years later, from the per-
spective of a senior citizen, I see the threat of a simi-
lar repetition of history in our own nation …

I do not believe in tribal values – i.e., fair and just 
treatment towards members of your own tribe, but 
rape, slavery, and death towards members of other 
tribes. Rather … I believe in the humanistic values 
of international understanding and friendship em-
bodied in the philosophy of the Fulbright Program 
itself … a recognition that all humans share genius 
in one form or another and that we are all sailing on 
the same ship … Albert Schweitzer, famous German 
philosopher, and physician wrote, ”Only through a 
renewal of ethical thought can the spirit arise which 
imparts to mankind the power necessary for the pil-
grimage from darkness and strife to light and peace.”

Is there any doubt that our founding fathers be-
lieved that a system of direct popular vote was the 
best and fairest? Was it not the entrenched institu-
tion of slavery and the fear of Southern states that led 
to the adoption of the Electoral College system that 
in current times has become infamous with veiled 
understanding and false mythology? Isn’t it time for 
us to move to a more genuine representation of the 
will of the people in our government by responding to 
the popular vote?

and off.
American Indians now gathered in North Dakota re-

call the 500 years of genocide and abuse, but they 
have been able to communicate and come together 
in historic ways through the same new technology. 
As we have heard from the UN and Amnesty Interna-
tional, the world is watching.

Memory is important to all we do. Our brains liter-
ally collect the good and bad. It is the learned use of 
past events and how they are important to the pres-

I am calling on you to please respect the popular 
vote, and to cast your electoral vote for Hillary Clin-
ton. Help us avoid the darkest hour in American his-
tory – cast your vote for Hillary in alignment with the 
popular vote of this country! I realize that in some 
states to vote against the wishes of your own party 
courts financial penalty. Isn’t the possible cost worth 
it to avert disaster … to be on the right side of his-
tory?

I appreciate the role you serve in our overly compli-
cated and confusing electoral process.

Sincere Regards, Ron du Bois
Ron du Bois lives in Stillwater and is professor emer-
itus at Oklahoma State University.

ent that will allow us to accurately prevent repeating 
the mistakes of the past. 
Ann Dapice [Lenape/Cherokee] received a PhD from 
the University of Pennsylvania. She is executive di-
rector of the Institute of Values Inquiry, a 501(c)(3) 
research organization and director of Education and 
Research for T.K. Wolf Inc., a 501(c)(3) American In-
dian organization. She consults with the University 
of Pennsylvania on development of Native American 
Programs.

Heaven
Obama, Hillary and Trump are standing at the 

throne of Heaven. God looks at them and says, “Be-
fore granting you a place at my side, I must ask you 
what you have learned, what you believe in.”

God asks Obama first: “What do you believe?”
Obama thinks long and hard, looks God in the eye, 

and says, “I believe in hard work, and in staying true 
to family and friends. I believe in giving. I was lucky; 
but I always tried to do right by my countrymen.”

God can’t help but see the essential goodness of 
Obama, and offers him a seat to his left.

Then God turns to Hillary and says, “What do you 
believe?”

Hillary says, “I believe passion, discipline, courage 
and honor are the fundamentals of life. Like Obama, 
I believe in hard work. I, too, have been lucky; but 
win or lose, I’ve always tried to be a true patriot and 
a loyal American.”

God is greatly moved by Hillary’s eloquence, and 
he offers her a seat to his right.

Finally, God turns to Trump and says, “And you, 
Donald, what do you believe?”

Trump replies, “I believe you’re in my seat.”
– Thanks to Frank Belcastro for sharing
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In September 1960, my mother woke up one 
morning with four hungry boys and just 75 cents 
in her pocket. 

Our father was gone. We boys ranged from five 
months to nine years with a set of twins in the mid-
dle. Our Dad had never been much more than a pres-
ence we feared. Whenever we heard his tires crunch 
on the gravel driveway we would scramble to hide.

He did manage to leave probably $15 a week to buy 
groceries. Now that he had decided to leave, there 
would be no more fear, but no food, either.

If there was a welfare system in effect in Alva, OK, 
at that time, Mom certainly knew nothing about it or 
was too proud to access it – besides, someone forgot 
to tell us we were poor.

Mom scrubbed us kids until we looked brand new 
and then put on her best dress. She loaded us into 
the rusty old green Ford Falcon and drove off to find 
a job.

The seven of us went to every business, store and 
restaurant in our small town. No luck. We kids stayed 
crammed into the car and tried to be quiet while mom 
tried to convince whomever would listen that she was 
willing to learn or do anything.

She had to have a job.
The last place we went was a drug store on the 

downtown square. The owner was the local Demo-
cratic Party chair and, as he looked out the window at 
this carload of urchins, I could see him nod yes and 
noticed the smile come across Momma’s face.

Mom raced home and called Aunt Velma, who 
agreed to babysit for free as she already stayed home 
to care for our bedridden Granny Holt and our dis-
abled cousin Elvin.

That night when we little ones knelt to say our 
prayers, we all thanked God for finding Mom a job. 
And Mom started working at Holder’s Drug.

As the weeks went by, heating bills, medical bills, 
and the costs of a growing family added more strain 
to Mom’s meager wage. 

The tires on the old Falcon had the consistency of 
penny balloons and began to leak. Mom had to fill 
them with air on the way to work and again every 
night before she could go home. 

One bleak fall evening, Mom dragged herself to the 
car to go home and found four tires in the back seat. 
New tires! There was no note, no nothing, just those 
beautiful brand new tires.

ANGELS IN ALVA
BY KEITH SMITH

An Unforgettable Holiday
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Had angels taken up residence in Alva? I wondered.
Uncle Alfred agreed to mount the tires at his service 

station. In exchange for his mounting the new tires, 
we little ones volunteered to go door to door in his 
campaign for sheriff.

He lost [I got started early working for losing cam-
paigns]. I remember it took us a lot longer to deliver 
those campaign brochures than it did for him to do 
the tires … Hmmmm … Oh, well.

Mom was now working six days instead of five and 
serving as a merchant policewoman [what we called a 
door shaker] in the evenings after her drug store job. 
She would go to all the businesses around town and 
make sure they had locked their doors upon closing. 
For this service they each paid her a small amount of 
money, and it still wasn’t enough.

Christmas was coming and Mom knew there would 
be no money for toys for us kids.

Mom cried when I sang the solo in the school Christ-
mas concert. I thought it was because my singing was 
so beautiful, but my ego was seriously bruised later 
when I found out it was because I had outgrown my 
jeans and they were hitting me just below the knees 
and she was embarrassed because we looked so poor.

She found a can of red paint and started repairing 
and painting some old toys. Then she hid them in 
the basement so there would be something for Santa 
to deliver on Christmas morning. Mom was sewing 
patches on top of patches on the brothers’ pants and 
soon they would be too far gone to repair.

On Christas Eve, the usual friends and mostly 
relatives were in attendance at the local Church of 
Christ, where the Smith family was every Sunday 
morning, Sunday evening and Wednesday evening. [I 
often complained that half my childhood was spent 
in a church pew – the other half in the cellar, hiding 
from tornadoes … and I wasn’t sure which I disliked 
more.]

When it was time for us to go home from church 
that evening, Mom hurried us to the car. She was hop-
ing to get us to bed early and get the presents from 
the basement and place them under the tree. [We had 
cut down a small cedar tree by the side of the road 
down by the dump.]

It was dark and I couldn’t see much, but there ap-
peared to be some dark shadows in the car – or was 
that just a trick of the night? Something certainly 
looked different, but it was hard to tell what.

When we reached the car, I peered warily into one 
of the side windows. Then my jaw dropped in amaze-
ment. Our old battered green Ford Falcon was filled 
full to the top with boxes of all shapes and sizes. 

Mom quickly opened the driver’s side door, scram-
bled inside and kneeled in the front facing the back 
seat.

Reaching back, she pulled off the lid of the top box. 
Inside was a whole case of little blue jeans, sizes 2-10! 
I looked inside another box: It was full of shirts to go 
with the jeans, matching shirts for my twin brother 
Kurt and me. 

Then I peeked inside some of the other boxes: 
There was candy and nuts and bananas and bags of 
groceries. There was an enormous ham for baking, 
and canned vegetables and potatoes. There was pud-
ding and Jell-O and cookies, pie filling and flour. 

There was a whole bag of laundry supplies and 
cleaning items. And there were three toy trucks and 
one beautiful little doll [someone knew I was a queen 
early on … bless those angels].

As we drove back through snowy, Christmas-deco-
rated streets of Alva, the town Christmas lights came 
on.

On the most amazing Christmas Eve of my life, 
Mom was sobbing with gratitude. And I have no doubt 
she will never forget the joy on the faces of her little 
ones that precious Christmas.

Yes, there were angels in Alva that long-ago Decem-
ber. And they all hung out at the tiny little church on 
Barnes Street.

Don’t forget to be an angel this Christmas Eve.

Editor’s Note: 
The Observer first 
published this re-
markable essay 
in December 2007. 
It was written by 
our friend, the late 
Keith Smith, a tire-
less advocate for 
social justice and 
civil rights, and 
for the environ-
ment, among other 
causes. His story 
is as poignant and 
relevant today as 
when we first pub-
lished it, just a year 
after his untimely 
passing at age 51.
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Ryan’s Atrocious Medicare Plan
BY IAN MILLHISER

There’s a lot that you should know about the 
Republican Medicare plan, a plan that Speak-
er Paul Ryan, R-WI, hopes to enact shortly 
after President-elect Donald Trump takes of-

fice, but the entirety of it can be summarized in just 
one sentence:

Republicans want to charge seniors a lot more for 
inferior health coverage.

Over the last half-decade, Ryan has proposed sev-
eral different versions of the GOP plan to charge se-
niors a lot more for inferior health care. There are 
important differences among these versions. Some 
would phase out Medicare entirely over the course 
of many years, while others would merely make the 
system more inefficient and drive out-of-pocket costs 
for seniors much higher. The most recent version is 
impossible to fully evaluate because it lacks impor-
tant details — like numbers.

As Jonathan Cohn and Jeffrey Young quipped about 
the GOP’s overall health care package, “Speaker Paul 
Ryan wants to replace 20 million people’s health in-

surance with 37 pages of talking points.”
Despite the differences, however, all of Ryan’s pro-

posals would impose basically the same structure. 
Republicans hope to repeal Medicare – the single-
payer system that most seniors rely on to cover their 
health costs – and replace it with a voucher. This 
voucher will cover some of the cost of inferior cover-
age that will leave seniors with higher out-of-pocket 
costs than they would have paid under traditional 
Medicare. As a bonus, the total cost of paying for an 
individual senior’s care – that is, the government’s 
share of the costs plus the individual’s share – could 
rise as much as 40%.

Inferior coverage at a higher price – that’s the GOP 
health plan. And it will become law unless three of 
the 52 Republican senators who will come to Wash-
ington in January decide to stop it.

WHY RYANCARE WON’T WORK
Ryan, the architect of the GOP Medicare plan, brings 

a fundamentalist’s zeal to his free-market faith. And 
he does not temper this deal with basic arithmetic.
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Indeed, Ryan once offered 
a plan to privatize Social Se-
curity that, if implemented, 
would have required the fed-
eral government to purchase 
so many private investments 
that “by 2050, every single 
stock or bond in the United 
States would be owned by a 
Social Security account.”

That’s right. In his eager-
ness to turn over as much of 
our government as possible 
to capitalist markets, Ryan 
unintentionally offered a 
plan to transform the United 
States into a socialist nation. 
Nice work, Comrade.

So Ryan is not a numbers 
guy. He is long on theory, 
long on confidence that the market shall provide a 
solution, and short on knowledge of the subtle de-
tails of policymaking that, for example, prevent a 
proposal to invest some of seniors retirement funds 
in private investments from becoming an acciden-
tal plan to have the government seize the means of 
production. Perhaps that explains why Ryan’s Medi-
care plan would charge seniors a lot more for inferior 
health coverage.

Again, it’s impossible to know exactly how much 
more seniors will pay for inferior health coverage un-
der the Republican Medicare plan, because Paul Ryan 
hasn’t exactly been forthcoming with figures like how 
much the vouchers will be worth or how much he ex-
pects his proposal to cost.

EXPERTS COME TO GRIM CONCLUSION
In 2011, however, Ryan did provide enough informa-

tion to allow researchers at the Center on Budget and 
Policy Priorities to calculate how much costs would 
increase for seniors. Their conclusion was grim.

There are two reasons why moving more seniors 
into private health plans will jack up the overall cost 
of care. One is that private insurers simply have far 
more administrative costs than a government plan. 
The other is that traditional Medicare has far more 
power to bargain down health costs than private in-
surers.

One of the most important mechanisms for keeping 
down health care costs is a bargaining process that 
takes place between insurers and health providers.

When a large health insurer is confronted with a 
six-figure bill for a lung transplant, or even a three-
figure bill for a patient’s anti-fungal drugs, they are 
typically able to bargain these prices down because 
they speak on behalf of thousands, tens of thou-
sands, or even hundreds of thousands of patients. If 
a particular hospital refuses to bargain, an insurance 
company can threaten to cut that hospital out of their 
network, so the hospital will come to the negotiating 
table out of fear that it will lose a large chunk of its 

patients.
An insurer’s power in this negotiation, however, 

is directly related to the number of patients it repre-
sents. A hospital may be able to afford to lose busi-
ness from a small insurer, and thus is more likely 
to drive a harder bargain with such an insurer than 
it would with a larger insurer that can speak on be-
half of many more patients. And the biggest insurer 
of them all, at least in the United States, is Medicare.

In 2010, seniors accounted for 34% of healthcare 
costs in the United States, despite making up only 
13% of the population. Mortality being what it is, 
people will unavoidably spend more on medical care 
as they age, so a health plan that covers the bulk of 
America’s seniors will command significant bargain-
ing power against hospitals. Few health providers can 
afford to simply give up payments from Medicare pa-
tients, so they need to agree to the prices that Medi-
care is willing to pay.

What Ryan wants to do is divide up the powerful 
bargaining unit of seniors currently covered by tradi-
tional Medicare into dozens of smaller private health 
plans. That leaves each of these health plans with far 
less power to drive a hard bargain. The result is more 
money for hospitals and higher out-of-pocket costs 
for seniors.

Republicans, in other words, want to charge se-
niors a lot more for inferior health coverage.

PHASING OUT MEDICARE
An open question is whether Ryan intends to sim-

ply charge seniors more for inferior coverage, or if he 
will actually phase out Medicare itself – leaving se-
niors with an increasingly worthless voucher in lieu 
of the robust health coverage they currently enjoy.

During the debate over ObamaCare, the phrase 
“bending the cost curve” was frequently tossed 
around. This refers to the biggest long-term problem 
facing health policy makers: for most of the last four 
decades, health care costs have grown faster than 
wages. 



•   DECEMBER 201628

Trumponomics
Not All Crazy
BY DEAN BAKER

Indeed, the numbers here are quite stark. Between 
1960 and 2012, health costs grew from 5.2% of GDP 
to 17.9%. One of the primary reasons why so many 
Americans haven’t felt any real wage growth for de-
cades is that their raises are being eaten up by higher 
insurance premiums and doctors’ bills.

Bending the cost curve meant reducing the rate 
of health inflation so that it no longer consumed a 
larger share of Americans’ out-of-pocket costs every 
year. And there are early signs that this cost curve 
did begin to bend downward under President Obama.

RyanCare, by contrast, risks shifting this curve up-
ward for the reasons explained above – it diminishes 
Medicare’s ability to bargain prices down.

Ryan has taken conflicting positions on whether his 
new voucher program will account for the cost curve. 
In 2011, Ryan’s original health plan provided that the 
new Medicare vouchers would gain value each year 
at a rate that was slower than the rate of health infla-
tion – effectively causing them to lose value with each 
passing year.

According to the Congressional Budget Office, “by 
2080, Medicare would be cut 76% below its projected 
size under current policies” if Ryan’s 2011 plan had 
become law. A child born in 2015 would receive less 
than a quarter of the resources provided to today’s 
seniors when that child became eligible for a voucher.

By contrast, the most recent version of Ryan’s 
Medicare plan provides that the value of the vouch-
er should be determined “based on the average bid 
of participating plans.” So the voucher would be in-
dexed to something that is likely to rise at close to 
the rate of health inflation. The latest version of Ry-
anCare would charge seniors a lot more for inferior 
health coverage, but it doesn’t appear to phase out 
Medicare in the same way that the 2011 version did.

Nevertheless, given the increasing vagueness of 
Ryan’s plans, the speaker’s oft-demonstrated innu-
meracy, and the fact that he can’t seem to settle on 
the details for how he plans to voucherize Medicare, 
it remains an open question whether the vouchers 
would lose value over time.

MOST IMPORTANT TRIO IN AMERICA
So, to summarize, Republicans plan to charge se-

niors a lot more for inferior health coverage. They 
will do so in a way that will jack up the total cost of 
care in the United States. And they could potential-
ly cause America’s historic commitment to seniors’ 
health care to slowly vanish over the course of many 
years.

The architect of this plan is a man so drunk on con-
servative ideology that he often does not even both-
er to check the math underlying his proposals — or 
even to include numbers in his proposals so others 
can do so. And Republicans will soon control both 
houses of Congress and the presidency.

The future of Medicare looks grim.
There is, however, a potential way out. When the 

new Senate is seated this January, Republicans will 
control only 52 seats in the likely event that they win 

a runoff in a still-undecided race of a Louisiana sen-
ate seat [if the Democrat prevails in this race, Repub-
licans will only control 51 seats]. That means that 
just three Republican senators can save America’s 
seniors from Paul Ryan.

It will be a heavy lift to convince three Republicans 
to do so. The Senate has only grown more polarized 
since President George W. Bush’s plan to privatize So-
cial Security was defeated in 2005. And GOP moder-
ates haven’t exactly been the picture of courage since 
Donald Trump was chosen as the party’s nominee.

Nevertheless, every Republican senator has a 
choice to make. They can be one of the people who 
destroyed Medicare, or they can be one of the people 
who saved it. And it only takes three of them to keep 
Medicare in place.
Ian Millhiser is a Senior Constitutional Policy Ana-
lyst at the Center for American Progress Action Fund 
and the editor of ThinkProgress Justice.

© NationOfChange

It looks like we will have to get used to the idea of 
Donald Trump being president for the next four 
years. In his campaign he pushed many outland-
ish proposals, like banning Muslim immigrants 

and deporting 11 million immigrants without docu-
mentation. We will have to do whatever we can to 
block such flagrantly inhumane measures.

There are many other items on his campaign agen-
da and that of the Republican leadership that will 
have to be resisted, but at least one part of his agenda 
could actually offer real gains. Trump has proposed 
large infrastructure spending and also tax cuts that 
will hugely increase the deficit. Both offer real ben-
efits, although with substantial risks.

The infrastructure story is straightforward. Roads 
and bridges in many parts of the country are badly 
in need of repair. This is both an economic waste, as 
people needlessly get caught in traffic, and a health 
hazard when bad roads increase the risk of accidents.

Ideally, infrastructure spending would also go to re-
pair schools and improve water systems so that we 
don’t have more Flints with people drinking lead in 
their water. It would be great if some of this funding 
also went to mass transit and clean energy to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, but that might be expect-
ing too much from a Trump Administration.

The infrastructure spending would also create jobs. 
Public construction has traditionally been a source 
of relatively good paying jobs for men without college 
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degrees. In recent years, the construction workforce 
has been disproportionately Hispanic.

Spending in this area benefits a segment of the la-
bor market that badly needs help. Of course the ben-
efits are considerably less if projects are privatized, 
as Trump has suggested, and this will have to be part 
of the battle.

The other useful part of Trump’s agenda is that he 
clearly does not care about budget deficits. His tax 
cuts could add more than $400 billion, more than 2% 
of GDP, to the annual deficit. These tax cuts are not 
a good use of money. They will overwhelmingly go to 
the rich who have been the main beneficiaries of eco-
nomic growth over the last four decades.

In addition to not needing the money, if the point is 
to boost demand, giving tax breaks to the rich is the 
worst way to do it. If a poor or middle class person 
gets $1,000 from the government they are likely to 
spend most or all of it. But if we give another $1,000 
or even $1 million to Bill Gates it is unlikely to affect 
his consumption at all.

Even though the bulk of Trump’s proposed tax cuts 
do go to the rich, there are still substantial cuts for 
the middle class, which will provide a real boost to 
consumption. This boost to consumption, along with 
the increased demand from his infrastructure spend-
ing, will mean a large increase in demand in the econ-
omy. The result will be more jobs and a reduction in 
unemployment.

The strengthening of the labor market will also 
leave workers better situated to get pay increases. 
The only time in the last four decades when work-
ers at the middle and bottom of the wage distribution 
saw sustained gains in real wages was the tight labor 
market of the late 1990s.

The irony in this story is that it might take a Repub-
lican president to give us a tight enough labor mar-
ket for workers to get their share of the benefits of 
growth. This is partly due to Democrats having come 
to idealize the virtues of balanced budgets. Many 
have wrongly concluded that the prosperity of the 
1990s was due to the budget surpluses of the time, 
which were in fact the outcome rather than the cause 
of strong growth. In her campaign, Clinton repeatedly 
promised that her spending plans would not increase 
the deficit.

However the bigger obstacle to larger deficits under 
a Democratic president is the Republican Congress. 
The Republicans routinely screamed bloody murder 
over any effort by President Obama to stimulate the 
economy with larger deficits. Several times they have 
balked at raising the debt ceiling, arguing that this 
routine maintenance measure was somehow a threat 
to our children’s well-being. In fact, the burden posed 
by servicing the debt, at 0.8% of GDP, is near a post-
war low.

But Congressional Republicans will no longer care 
about deficits with President Trump in the White 
House. This means that he will be able to run deficits 
large enough to get the economy to full employment 

and quite possibly beyond.
We may once again see issues with inflation and a 

need for higher interest rates to slow the economy. 
That will have some negative effects, but at least it 
will put an end to the long period of high unemploy-
ment and secular stagnation. This will be a good 
thing; it’s just unfortunate that we needed a Trump 
administration to get there.
Dean Baker is a macroeconomist and co-director 
of the Center for Economic and Policy Research in 
Washington, DC. He previously worked as a senior 
economist at the Economic Policy Institute and an 
assistant professor at Bucknell University.

© Alternet
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Neoliberalism Out, 
Neo-Fascism In
BY CORNEL WEST

The neoliberal era in the United States ended 
with a neofascist bang. The political triumph 
of Donald Trump shattered the establish-
ments in the Democratic and Republican 

parties – both wedded to the rule of Big Money and to 
the reign of meretricious politicians.

The Bush and Clinton dynasties were destroyed by 
the media-saturated lure of the pseudo-populist bil-
lionaire with narcissist sensibilities and ugly, fascist 
proclivities. The monumental election of Trump was 
a desperate and xenophobic cry of human hearts for 
a way out from under the devastation of a disintegrat-
ing neoliberal order – a nostalgic return to an imagi-
nary past of greatness.

White working- and middle-class fellow citizens 
– out of anger and anguish – rejected the economic 
neglect of neoliberal policies and the self-righteous 
arrogance of elites. Yet these same citizens also sup-
ported a candidate who appeared to blame their social 
misery on minorities, and who alienated Mexican im-
migrants, Muslims, black people, Jews, gay people, 
women and China in the process.

This lethal fusion of economic insecurity and cul-
tural scapegoating brought neoliberalism to its knees. 
In short, the abysmal failure of the Democratic Party 
to speak to the arrested mobility and escalating pov-
erty of working people unleashed a hate-filled pop-
ulism and protectionism that threaten to tear apart 
the fragile fiber of what is left of U.S. democracy. And 
since the most explosive fault lines in present-day 
America are first and foremost racial, then gender, 
homophobic, ethnic and religious, we gird ourselves 
for a frightening future.

What is to be done? 
First we must try to tell the truth and a condition 
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Bannon’s Gravy Train Is Secretive
Right-Wing Hedge Fund Family

BY STEVEN ROSENFELD

Donald Trump’s elevation of Breitbart News 
CEO Stephen Bannon to chief White House 
strategist is prompting many to ominously 
predict the Trump presidency will be like 

the worst of the campaign. But there’s an even more 
disturbing power play in the works.

Before Bannon turned “Breitbart News into Trump 
Pravda,” as one ex-Breitbart writer put it, Bannon 
backed 2016’s darkest ideologue, Republican Ted 
Cruz. Bannon went all-in for Cruz, not just because 
of his libertarian economics, but because his patron 
and ally, the family of hedge fund billionaire Robert 
Mercer, enlisted him and other Mercer-funded politi-
cal assets for Cruz.

“Breitbart News was cranking out a stream of fa-
vorable Cruz stories,” Politico recounted in Septem-
ber. “And both the Mercer-backed pro-Cruz super 

PAC, ‘Keep the Promise I,’ and the Cruz campaign 
signed up Cambridge Analytica [Mercer’s data re-
search firm]. And only hours after the Texas senator 
officially launched his campaign at the Christian uni-
versity Liberty University, he and his wife appeared 
at [daughter] Bekah Mercer’s extravagant Upper West 
Side apartment for a fundraiser.”

The Mercers, led by Rebekah, didn’t quit after 
Cruz’s bid failed. They met with Trump’s children 
and the nominee, and in August their team, includ-
ing Bannon and pollster Kellyanne Conway, were 
running Trump’s presidential campaign. As Politico 
noted, people who know the Mercers and their team 
said they were working for a far-right agenda, not any 
particular Republican candidate.

“I don’t think it’s about Trump. Trump is just a ve-
hicle,” a Mercer family colleague told Politico. “It’s 
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about wanting to be a player and wanting to beat 
Hillary, in that order. Because if you remember, they 
wanted to use Cruz as a vehicle before that. They do 
want to beat Hillary, but they also want to beat the 
Kochs and Paul Singer and the Ricketts [other far-
right billionaires].”

A week after the election, when Bloomberg de-
scribed how campaign CEO Bannon directed Cam-
bridge Analytics to test-market Brexit-like messages 
to white voters in Rust Belt states, Bannon had chill-
ing words for anyone who believes in progressive fed-
eral government.

“This is not the French Revolution,” Bannon said, 
characterizing Trump’s achievement and goals. “They 
destroyed the basic institutions of their society and 
changed their form of government. What Trump repre-
sents is a restoration – a restoration of true American 
capitalism and a revolution against state-sponsored 
socialism. Elites have taken all the upside for them-
selves and pushed the downside to the working- and 
middle-class Americans.”

WHO’S CALLING WHO ELITE?
Bannon’s revolution is being led by the very people 

Trump demonized in his final political ads in Rust 
Belt states – the elite players in American finance and 
media. No one epitomizes that contradiction as clear-
ly as the billionaire Mercers, and their long embrace 
of Trump’s new White House strategist, Bannon, who 
made a fortune at Goldman Sachs and in Hollywood 
before taking over Breitbart.

Bannon, who grew up in a Democratic household 
in Virginia, was a Navy veteran who became a Wall 
Street trader before turning to media. He is among a 
handful of grantees and causes that have been boost-
ed by multimillion dollar investments or infusions 
from the Mercer family. Breitbart received $10 mil-
lion, and in turn, as Politico said, dutifully publicized 
Mercer grantees and causes, including some of the 
most notorious right-wingers, such as the activists 
who made the 2008 anti-Hillary Clinton movie that 
led to the Citizens United lawsuit and U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that struck down the few remaining 
limits on campaign cash.

Breitbart, under Bannon, has relished vulgar attacks 
on liberals. It’s compared feminists and Planned Par-
enthood to Nazis, has had anti-Semitic headlines and 
embraced a spectrum of white supremacist causes. 
Two decades ago, Bannon’s wife filed domestic abuse 
charges that were eventually dropped. Early in the 
campaign, a Bannon-run non-profit, the Government 
Accountability Institute, astoundingly convinced the 
New York Times and other mainstream papers to part-
ner with it and publish reports based on its latest at-
tack on the Clintons, a book called Clinton Cash. As 
Bannon told Bloomberg in an extensive profile later 
in 2015, that “weaponized” the attacks, because old 
attacks broke out of the right-wing echo chamber and 
spread like a virus through the mainstream media.

Establishment Republicans have criticized Ban-
non’s so-called alt-right publications, and he has 

drawn considerable wrath from Democrats. But his 
uncompromising posture and no-holds-barred tac-
tics appealed to the Mercers, who saw other liber-
tarian activists, such as the Koch brothers, as being 
too genteel – despite spending multi-millions against 
Democrats.

As AlterNet’s February profile of the Mercer family 
detailed, they embrace virtually every ultra-right pos-
ture, from backing the most ardent climate science 
deniers [Heartland Institute], to reviving the gold 
standard behind the dollar [American Principles Proj-
ect], to encouraging physicians to stockpile drugs in 
response to ObamaCare [Doctors for Disaster Pre-
paredness]. Their fights with the Internal Revenue 
Service make Trump’s $900 million write-off in the 
mid-1990s seem paltry. Mercer’s computerized trad-
ing firm, Renaissance Technologies, has spent years 
fighting a $6.8 billion tax bill, Bloomberg has said.

Family patriarch Robert Mercer is notoriously pub-
licity averse. But one daughter, Rebekah, isn’t, and 
has become one of the most powerful women in Re-
publican circles. Last summer, according to a series 
of reports in the New York Times, Politico, The Hill 
and other outlets, she persuaded the Trump family 
– the candidate, his daughter Ivanka and son-in-law 
Jared Kushner – to replace his campaign team with 
Bannon and their longtime pollster Conway, and to 
incorporate their data-mining operation, Cambridge 
Analytica, to expand the campaign’s voter targeting. 
That came after a series of conversations at Trump 
fundraisers and private dinners.

“A few days later, one of the guests, Stephen K. 
Bannon, the executive chairman of Breitbart News, 
would become Mr. Trump’s campaign chief in a sud-
den shake-up,” the Times wrote in mid-August. “But 
it was a guest without a formal role in the campaign, a 
conservative philanthropist named Rebekah Mercer, 
who has now become one of its most potent forces.”

The Times described the family’s relationship to 
Trump’s new team. “Mr. Trump’s new campaign man-
ager, Kellyanne Conway, is a veteran Republican poll-
ster who previously oversaw a super PAC financed by 
the Mercers. Mr. Bannon oversaw Breitbart, an outlet 
that has often amplified Mr. Trump’s message and at-
tacked his perceived enemies. Mr. Mercer reportedly 
invested $10 million in Breitbart several years ago, 
and most likely still has a stake: A company shar-
ing an address with Renaissance Technologies, the 
hedge fund Mr. Mercer helps lead, remains an inves-
tor in Breitbart, according to corporate documents 
filed in Delaware.”

“Mr. Trump is also relying on Cambridge Analytica, 
a voter data firm backed by Mr. Mercer, whose staff 
members are working with Mr. Trump’s vendors to 
identify potential Trump supporters in the elector-
ate, particularly among infrequent voters,” the Times 
said. “A Mercer-backed super PAC supporting Mr. 
Trump is now being shepherded by David Bossie, a 
conservative activist whose own projects [Citizens 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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Jim Hightower

The Koch Connection

Tug on any right-wing thread in America and 
you’ll most likely find that it’s tied to the 
multi-billionaire Koch boys, Charles and Da-
vid.

While the brothers are infamous for funneling hun-
dreds of millions of campaign dollars to presidential, 
congressional and gubernatorial politicos willing to 
embrace their self-serving agenda, few know of their 
equally self-serving push to bend whole state govern-
ments their way.

In addition to the $37 million that their industrial 
conglomerate, Koch Industries, has pumped into pol-
iticians, PACs and ballot initiatives in the past two 
decades, the Kochs are dominant players in all things 
American Legislative Exchange Council:

• To keep watch on the front group, the Kochs 
placed their own lobbyist on ALEC’s corporate board.

• At least five Koch-funded groups are sponsors of 
and active participants in ALEC, including Americans 
for Prosperity, State Policy Network [a coordinating 
body for Koch-minded think tanks in all 50 states], 
Heartland Institute, Mercatus Center and the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation.

• In the past two decades, Koch-controlled nonprof-
it foundations funneled $23 million into ALEC and 
sponsoring groups.

• In the past 14 years, two secretive “dark money” 
funds used by the brothers – Donors Trust and Do-
nors Capital Fund – poured an additional $77 million 
into ALEC and the sponsoring groups.

This spring, the duo and several of their billionaire 
brethren announced that they would put nearly a bil-
lion dollars into the 2016 national elections, with 
a big chunk to Koch-ize the White House. But then 
Trump happened. Charlie and Dave don’t cotton to 
The Donald so they made quite a show of announcing 
in July that they would back no presidential candi-
date this fall.

But while pundits were gazing dreamily at the pros-
pect of an election year without the ponderous weight 
of Koch cash skewing the presidential race, oodles of 
money from the brothers’ campaign cache were be-
ing wormed deep into our country’s political terrain, 
nurturing right-wing corporatists running to fill such 

down-ballot seats of power as state legislators, attor-
neys general, judges and secretaries of state.

Digging into only a few of the opaque political funds 
of the multi-tentacled Koch network, the excellent 
watchdog group Center for Media Democracy uncov-
ered 58 Koch-funded candidates for state legislative 
seats in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas and 
Wisconsin. The actual number could be much larger, 
for the bulk of the network’s donations go through 
“dark money” channels that hide the names of do-
nors and recipients.

It’s easy to become mesmerized by The Spectacu-
lar Donald Show in this year’s political circus, but 
it’s time for progressives to focus on the outer rings, 
where the Kochs, ALEC and their corporate cohorts 
have laid siege to our state governments. More than a 
firefight here or an ambush there, they have launched 
a massive, coordinated maneuver to conquer the 
countryside.

If you doubt that the strategy has gone local, con-
sider this stunning fact: Even though the Kochs did 
not back a presidential campaign and say that they 
were concentrating on only a half dozen U.S. Sen-
ate races this year, they deployed 1,600 paid political 
staffers into 38 states to drive elections and policy 
campaigns.

This is why we must pay attention. Donald Trump is 
not the only – or even the biggest – real and present 
danger to our democratic republic.

As Arn Pearson, general counsel of CMD, warns: 
“There are a lot of different parts of the Koch ma-
chine pulling on this oar. From their think tanks up 
through their elected officials, they’re pushing on it. 
Hard.”

You might think this is madness, but madness – 
spurred by plutocratic greed – is the new American 
political reality. Just being progressive won’t stop it. 
We have to get aggressively progressive to confront 
and defeat the Kochheads in our states.

Rolling back the effects of the continuing decades-
long attack on America’s ideal of the common good 
will take some work. Roll up your sleeves and get 
started. Check out Center for Media Democracy and 
www.ALECexposed.org.
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Things Go Bitter With Koch ...

Purchasing these Koch products helps finance their rightwing political agenda.

Koch Kollege For
Rightwing Social Engineers

Breaking news: An amazing new school for 
political activists is training thousands of 
people to be community organizers. They’re 
using Saul Alinsky’s classic manual, Rules 

for Radicals.
The Grassroots Leadership Academy gives how-to 

lessons in everything from mounting successful pro-
test actions to recruiting middle-of-the-road voters. 
But, wait – who’s that hiding behind Saul Alinsky?

Good grief, it’s the Koch brothers!
Yes, this “grassroots” outfit has been set up by the 

gabillionaires Charles and David Koch to train cadres 
of right-wing corporatists to spread their ideological 
laissez-fairydust across the land.

The academy is run through Americans for Pros-
perity, the Kochs’ political wing, which put up $3 mil-
lion to get it going. About 10,000 people have gone 
through training sessions in three dozen states. The 
brothers’ grandiose scheme is to take over the Re-

publican Party and use it as a tool to rebuild America 
itself into a Kochlandia, ruled by the superrich.

Even their money, however, can’t overcome one 
huge barrier: their message.

The academy’s curriculum, for example, is loaded 
with such corporate nonsense as a course titled “The 
Moral Case for Fossil Fuels.”

Attendees are indoctrinated with two overarching 
lessons: First, freewheeling corporate power – unre-
strained by labor, environmental, or other public pro-
tections – good. Second, Social Security, unemploy-
ment benefits, and other social programs – very bad.

Koch Kollege for right-wing social engineers is ped-
dling a status quo agenda of corporate elitism and 
trickle-down ideology, which the vast majority of 
Americans are now openly rebelling against. It’s like 
trying to sell chicken salad made out of chicken ma-
nure. There’s not enough sugar in the world to make 
people swallow that. – Jim Hightower
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Bing Bing, Bong Bong, Bing Bing

What an election year. I feel like I’ve been 
transported through a cosmic squirrel 
hole and into a baffling political universe 
where facts are fiction, bizarre is normal 

and corruption is a virtue. Am I hallucinating? Or has 
this insanity really happened?

Since I can’t yet conjure up the deep meanings [or 
lack thereof] in this year’s national vote, I’ll offer in-
stead a reflection on some of the oddities from this 
rutted and pot-holed general election road we’ve trav-
eled, jouncing through the destruction brought large-
ly by the furies howling from deep within The Donald.

Trump on his own splendiforousness:
“No one RESPECTS WOMEN more than me.”
“Nobody BUILDS WALLS better than me, believe 

me.”
“MY IQ is one of the highest.”
“Nobody knows more about TAXES than me.”
“Nobody knows BANKING better than I do.”
“I have a great relationship with THE BLACKS.”
“There’s nobody that’s done so much for EQUALITY 

as I have.”
“I’m the LEAST RACIST person you’ll ever meet.”
“Nobody’s ever been more SUCCESSFUL than me.”
“Nobody knows THE SYSTEM better than me.”
“I’m REALLY RICH. And by the way, I’m not even 

saying that in a braggadocious way.”
“There’s nobody who feels more strongly about 

WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES!”
“There has to be SOME FORM OF PUNISHMENT [for 

women who seek abortions].”
Finally, who can forget Trump’s assessment of his 

own magnificence in a 2015 Lincoln Day speech, 
when he declared: “Bing bing, bong bong, bing bing.” 
Honest Abe couldn’t have said it better, could he?

Trump’s limitless ego wasn’t the worst of the spec-
tacle, of course. Again and again this year, packs of 
Republican Congress critters rushed to the media to 
denounce the boorish comments and bullying behav-
ior of their party’s presidential nominee. And then, 
having blasted Trump as being somewhere between 
thuggish and morally depraved, they proceeded to 
urge voters to elect the brute our nation’s leader.

The worst of these gutless lawmakers are the top 
two GOP leaders, House Speaker Paul Ryan and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell. Like clowns in 
a jack-in-the-box, they kept popping out to decry The 
Donald’s latest attack on the people he hates. Then 
this pitiful duo meekly folded back into the box, reit-
erating that, well, they would still endorse him to be 
president of our U.S. of A!

For example, after October’s stunning revelation 
that Trump had bragged on video about how easy it 
is for him to assault women sexually, here came Mc-
Connell, professing outrage: “As the father of three 
daughters,” he sputtered, “I strongly believe that 

Trump needs to apologize ... for the utter lack of re-
spect for women.” In turn, Ryan proclaimed that he 
was “sickened by what I heard.” Nonetheless, neither 
Mitch nor Paul was offended enough to withdraw his 
embrace of Trump, instead insisting that the misogy-
nist should be our president. How sickening is that?

Then came the Congressional two-step, a Republi-
can line-dance featuring stalwarts so appalled by the 
Trump Access Hollywood video that they summoned 
the integrity to withdraw their endorsement of the se-
rial groper.

Sen. Deb Fischer of Nebraska declared Trump’s at-
titude “disgusting and totally unacceptable under 
any circumstance,” calling on him to withdraw; Sen. 
John Thune of South Dakota also demanded that the 
nominee step down, fuming that Trump’s boasting of 
grabbing women’s genitals was “more offensive than 
anything that [he] had seen” from the narcissistic 
candidate. At last, some political courage! But only 
momentarily. Scorched by a furious backlash from 
Donald diehards, Fischer and Thune quickly stepped 
back into line, obediently dancing again to Trump’s 
tune and pledging anew to support him.

Even though I still can’t make sense of it all, I do 
know that now more than ever it is important for 
us to continue to organize and mobilize across the 
country around populist issues and local campaigns. 
The Working Families Party, the Greens, the major-
ity of Democrats [including Hillary backers] and the 
no-party people are in open rebellion and change is 
coming.

To advance it, thousands of us Berniecrats have 
launched Our Revolution, an independent, state-
based political network that flows from, and is build-
ing on, the progress and grassroots structures of 
Sanders’ seminal run. It’s already organizing for next 
year’s local elections and looking toward the 2018 
congressional races, the 2020 presidential contest – 
and beyond. Link up at www.ourrevolution.org. – Jim 
Hightower 
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United] have been funded in part by the Mercers’ fam-
ily foundation, according to tax documents. Mr. Ban-
non has worked particularly closely with the family 
in recent years.

“I think they have complete confidence, and rightly 
so, in Steve Bannon’s decisions and what he brings to 
the table politically,” Bossie told the paper. “He has 
been smart and successful in running these different 
political operations. And those things have come to 
the Mercers’ attention.”

It has become a cliche that no one knows how 
Trump will really govern because of a lack of specifics 
during the campaign. But it is clear what libertarians 
like the Mercers want – to remove any obstacle pre-
venting corporations and the super-rich from enlarg-
ing their wealth; and what ideologues like Bannon 
want – the dismantling of federal safety nets, from 

the 1930s New Deal to ObamaCare, the expansion of 
policing and immigration enforcement, and no action 
on climate change to create a post-carbon energy sys-
tem.

For years, Robert Mercer quietly poured tens of 
millions of dollars into far-right political causes. But 
it took his daughter, Rebekah, to embrace the bulls 
in the GOP china shop – first Cruz and then Trump. 
When Trump assumes office in January, Bannon will 
be on the podium. And quietly observing the spec-
tacle will be one of the real powers behind the throne, 
the libertarian billionaire Mercer family.
Steven Rosenfeld covers national political issues for 
AlterNet, including America’s retirement crisis, de-
mocracy and voting rights, and campaigns and elec-
tions. He is the author of Count My Vote: A Citizen’s 
Guide to Voting [AlterNet Books, 2008].
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Neo-Fascism

of truth is to allow suffering to speak. For 40 years, 
neoliberals lived in a world of denial and indifference 
to the suffering of poor and working people and ob-
sessed with the spectacle of success.

Second we must bear witness to justice. We must 
ground our truth-telling in a willingness to suffer and 
sacrifice as we resist domination.

Third we must remember courageous exemplars 
like Martin Luther King Jr., who provide moral and 
spiritual inspiration as we build multiracial alliances 
to combat poverty and xenophobia, Wall Street crimes 
and war crimes, global warming and police abuse – 
and to protect precious rights and liberties.

The age of Obama was the last gasp of neoliberal-
ism. Despite some progressive words and symbolic 
gestures, Obama chose to ignore Wall Street crimes, 
reject bailouts for homeowners, oversee growing in-
equality and facilitate war crimes like U.S. drones 
killing innocent civilians abroad.

Rightwing attacks on Obama – and Trump-inspired 
racist hatred of him – have made it nearly impossible 
to hear the progressive critiques of Obama.

The president has been reluctant to target black 
suffering – be it in overcrowded prisons, decrepit 
schools or declining workplaces. Yet, despite that, we 
get celebrations of the neoliberal status quo couched 
in racial symbolism and personal legacy.

Meanwhile, poor and working class citizens of all 
colors have continued to suffer in relative silence.

In this sense, Trump’s election was enabled by the 
neoliberal policies of the Clintons and Obama that 

overlooked the plight of our most vulnerable citizens. 
The progressive populism of Bernie Sanders nearly 
toppled the establishment of the Democratic Party 
but Clinton and Obama came to the rescue to pre-
serve the status quo. And I do believe Sanders would 
have beat Trump to avert this neofascist outcome!

In this bleak moment, we must inspire each other 
driven by a democratic soulcraft of integrity, courage, 
empathy and a mature sense of history – even as it 
seems our democracy is slipping away.

We must not turn away from the forgotten people of 
U.S. foreign policy – such as Palestinians under Israe-
li occupation, Yemen’s civilians killed by U.S.-spon-
sored Saudi troops or Africans subject to expanding 
U.S. military presence.

As one whose great family and people survived 
and thrived through slavery, Jim Crow and lynching, 
Trump’s neofascist rhetoric and predictable authori-
tarian reign is just another ugly moment that calls 
forth the best of who we are and what we can do.

For us in these times, to even have hope is too 
abstract, too detached, too spectatorial. Instead we 
must be a hope, a participant and a force for good as 
we face this catastrophe.
Tulsa native Cornel West is an academic, author and 
social activist – the first African American to gradu-
ate from Princeton with a PhD in philosophy. West 
currently teaches philosophy and Christian Practice 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York. He re-
turns to teach at Harvard next year.

© Reader Supported News
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Understanding Native Perspective
Essential In Resolving Pipeline Crisis
BY ROSALYN R. LAPIER

In recent weeks, protests against the building of 
the Dakota Access Pipeline across North Dakota 
have escalated. Native American elders, families 
and children have set up tipis and tents on a 

campsite near the pipeline’s path in the hope of stop-
ping the pipeline’s construction.

Dave Archambault Jr., the leader of the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe that is leading the efforts to stop the 
pipeline, summed up what is at the heart of the issue. 
In a brief two-minute statement before the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland, 
he said,

“Oil companies are causing deliberate destruction 
of our sacred places.”

As a Native American scholar of environmental his-
tory and religious studies, I am often asked what Na-
tive American leaders mean when they say that cer-
tain landscapes are “sacred places” or “sacred sites.”

What makes a mountain, hill or prairie a “sacred” 

place?
MEANING OF SACRED SPACES

I learned from my grandparents about the sacred 
areas within Blackfeet tribal territory in Montana and 
Alberta, which is not far from Lakota tribal territory 
in the Dakotas.

My grandparents said that sacred areas are places 
set aside from human presence. They identified two 
overarching types of sacred place: those set aside for 
the divine, such as a dwelling place, and those set 
aside for human remembrance, such as a burial or 
battle site.

In my forthcoming book Invisible Reality, I con-
template those stories that my grandparents shared 
about Blackfeet religious concepts and the intercon-
nectedness of the supernatural and natural realms.

My grandparents’ stories revealed that the Black-
feet believe in a universe where supernatural beings 
exist within the same time and space as humans and 
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our natural world. The deities could simultaneously 
exist in both as visible and invisible reality. That is, 
they could live unseen, but known, within a physical 
place visible to humans.

One such place for the Blackfeet is Nínaiistáko or 
Chief Mountain in Glacier National Park. This moun-
tain is the home of Ksiistsikomm or Thunder, a pri-
mordial deity. My grandparents spoke of how this 
mountain is a liminal space, a place between two 
realms.

Blackfeet tribal citizens can go near this sacred 
place to perceive the divine, but they cannot go onto 
the mountain because it is the home of a deity. Elders 
of the Blackfeet tribe believe that human activity, or 
changing the physical landscape in these places, dis-
rupts the lives of deities. They view this as sacrile-
gious and a desecration.

A LIVING TEXT
Sacred places, however, are not always set aside 

from humanity’s use. Some sacred places are meant 
for constant human interaction.

Anthropologist Keith Basso argued in his semi-
nal work Wisdom Sits in Places that one purpose of 
sacred places was to perfect the human mind. The 
Western Apache elders with whom Basso worked told 
him that when someone repeated the names and sto-
ries of their sacred places, they were understood as 
“repeating the speech of our ancestors.”

For these Apache elders, places were not just 
names and stories – their landscape itself was a liv-
ing sacred text. As these elders traveled from place to 

place speaking the names and stories of their sacred 
text, they told Basso that their minds became more 
“resilient,” more “smooth” and able to withstand ad-
versity.

THE SACREDNESS OF THE PIPELINE SITE
At different national and international venues, La-

kota leader Dave Archambault Jr. has stated that the 
Lakota view the area near the potential construc-
tion of the Dakota Access Pipeline as both a “sacred 
place” and a “burial site,” or as both a place set aside 
from human presence and a place of human rever-
ence.

Lakota scholar Vine Deloria Jr. described the “sa-
cred stones” in North Dakota in his book The World 
We Used to Live In as having the ability of “forewarn-
ing of events to come.”

Deloria described how Lakota religious leaders 
went to these stones in the early morning to read 
their messages. Deloria shared the experiences of an 
Episcopal minister from 1919.

“A rock of this kind was formerly on Medicine Hill 
near Cannon Ball Sub-station … Old Indians came to 
me … and said that the lightning would strike some-
one in camp that day, for a picture [wowapi] on this 
holy rock indicated such an event … And the lightning 
did strike a tent in camp and nearly killed a woman … 
I have known several similar things, equally foretell-
ing events to come, I can not account for it.”

Deloria explained that it was “birds, directed by the 
spirit of the place, [that] do the actual sketching of 
the pictures.” The Lakota named this area Ínyanwak-
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agapi for the large stones that served as oracles for 
their people. The Americans renamed it Cannonball.

NOT JUST DAKOTA
Historians, anthropologists and religious thinkers 

continue to learn and write about Native American 
religious ideas of place. In so doing, they seek to an-
alyze complex religious concepts of transformation 
and transcendence that these places evoke.

However, despite their contributions to the academ-
ic interpretation of religion, these understandings do 
not often translate into protection of Native American 
places for their religious significance.

As legal scholar Stephen Pevar tells us, “there is no 
federal statue that expressly protects Indian sacred 
sites…. in fact, the federal government knowingly 
desecrates sites.”

In the past year we have seen protests over the po-
tential desecration of sacred places at Mauna Kea in 
Hawaii [over the construction of another telescope on 
a sacred volcano], Oak Flats in Arizona [over a poten-
tial copper mine on sacred land] and now at Standing 
Rock in North Dakota.

LACK OF UNDERSTANDING OF SACREDNESS
William Graham, a former dean of the Harvard Di-

vinity School, wrote that, “Religion … will long con-
tinue to be a critical factor in individual, social, and 
political life around the world, and we need to under-
stand it.”

The intimate connection between landscape and 
religion is at the center of Native American societ-
ies. It is the reason that thousands of Native Ameri-
cans from across the United States and Indigenous 
peoples from around the world have traveled to the 
windswept prairies of North Dakota.

But despite our 200-plus years of contact, the Unit-
ed States has yet to begin to understand the unique-
ness of Native American religions and ties to the land. 
And until this happens, there will continue to be con-
flicts over religious ideas of land and landscape, and 
what makes a place sacred.
Rosalyn R. LaPier is an award winning Indigenous 
writer and environmental historian. She is currently 
a Visiting Assistant Professor of Women’s Studies, 
Environmental Studies and Native American Reli-
gion, and Colorado Scholar in-residence at the Wom-
en’s Studies in Religion Program, Harvard Divinity 
School, Harvard University.

© Truthout

Military To Dump Tons Of Heavy
Metals, Explosives Into The Oceans

BY DAHR JAMAIL

The U.S. Navy has been conducting war-game exer-
cises in U.S. waters for decades, and in the process, 
it has left behind tons of bombs, heavy metals, mis-
siles, sonar buoys, high explosives and depleted ura-
nium munitions that are extremely harmful to both 
humans and marine life.

Truthout recently reported that the Navy has admit-
ted to releasing chemicals into the oceans that are 
known to injure infants’ brains, as well as having left 
large amounts of depleted uranium in U.S. coastal 
waters. Now, the Navy’s own documents reveal it also 
plans to use 20,000 tons of heavy metals, plastics and 
other highly toxic compounds over the next two de-
cades in the oceans where it conducts its war games.

According to the Navy’s 2015 Northwest Training 
and Testing environmental impact statement [EIS], 
in the thousands of warfare “testing and training 
events” it conducts each year, 200,000 “stressors” 
from the use of missiles, torpedoes, guns and other 
explosive firings in U.S. waters happen biennially.

These “stressors,” along with drones, vessels, air-
craft, shells, batteries, electronic components and 
anti-corrosion compounds that coat external metal 
surfaces are the vehicles by which the Navy will be in-
troducing heavy metals and highly toxic compounds 

into the environment.
Just some of the dangerous compounds the Navy 

will be injecting into the environment during their 
exercises are: ammonium perchlorate, picric acid, 
nitrobenzene, lithium from sonobuoy batteries, lead, 
manganese, phosphorus, sulfur, copper, nickel, tung-
sten, chromium, molybdenum, vanadium, trinitro-
toluene [TNT], RDX [Royal Demolition eXplosive] and 
HMX  [High Melting eXplosive], among many others.

“None of these belong in the ocean’s food web, 
upon which we all depend,” Karen Sullivan, a re-
tired endangered species biologist who cofounded 
West Coast Action Alliance, which acts as a watch-
dog of Naval activities in the Pacific Northwest, told 
Truthout. “Nor will the Navy be willing to clean it up, 
or even contribute to medical tests for people whose 
health may suffer.”

A worrying example of that fact: In August, a law-
maker in Pennsylvania urged 70,000 residents across 
three counties whose drinking water was contami-
nated by the Navy to sue them, just to get funding to 
pay for blood tests to see how sick they had become.

Other examples of U.S. citizens being treated as col-
lateral damage abound. Just this October, the BBC re-
ported on an Air Force Base leaking toxic chemicals 
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into the sewer system, and the port of San Diego filed 
a federal lawsuit against the Navy for injecting an un-
derground plume of toxic chemicals that threatens to 
contaminate the entire bay.

But stories like these are only the tip of an impend-
ing iceberg.

Experts Truthout spoke with warn that if the Navy 
gets its way, the next 20 years will see them causing 
far more environmental degradation and destruction 
up and down U.S. coastal areas by way of widespread 
chemical and toxic contamination.

INSIDIOUS CONTAMINATION
The Navy is, like all the other branches of the U.S. 

military, ridiculously well-funded. Recent history 
shows that U.S. military spending dwarfs the rest of 
the planet’s military spending.

“For the last half-century, U.S. military spending 
has purchased the annihilation of millions through-
out Southeast Asia, the Arab world, and Central Asia,” 
Mozhgan Savabieasfahani, an environmental toxicol-
ogist and winner of the 2015 Rachel Carson prize for 
her work on depleted uranium [DU] and heavy metal 
contamination, told Truthout. “Accompanying that 
human annihilation has been environmental devasta-
tion and birth defects, from Vietnam to Iraq.”

Her strong words are backed by clear, cold facts 
that come from even mainstream media sources in 

the U.S., like Newsweek magazine, which in a 2014 
article titled “The U.S. Department of Defense Is One 
of the World’s Biggest Polluters” stated:

The U.S. Department of Defence [sic] is one of the 
world’s worst polluters. Its footprint dwarfs that of 
any corporation: 4,127 installations spread across 
19 million acres of American soil. Maureen Sullivan, 
who heads the Pentagon’s environmental programs, 
says her office contends with 39,000 contaminated 
sites.

Even as far back as 1990, the U.S. Department of 
Defense had already admitted to creating more than 
14,000 suspected contamination sites across the 
planet.

The U.S. Safe Drinking Water Act defines “contami-
nant” as: “ ... any physical, chemical, biological or 
radiological substance or matter in water. Drinking 
water may reasonably be expected to contain at least 
small amounts of some contaminants. Some con-
taminants may be harmful if consumed at certain lev-
els in drinking water. The presence of contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a 
health risk.”

Thus, contamination being a matter of scale, the 
government creates a “not-to-exceed” level based on 
what it knows about each contaminant, in order to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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Books

The Seeds Of 
Trump’s Downfall?
THE MAKING OF DONALD TRUMP
By David Cay Johnson
Melville House Publishing
288 pages, $24.99

BY JOHN WOOD

David Cay Johnson is a hard-hitting journal-
ist. Certainly, Johnson is no lightweight as 
he was influential in generating reforms in 
the U.S. tax code through his uncovering 

its many loopholes and inequities through corporate 
shams, winning him the Pulitzer.

Since then, he has written five books focusing on 
the “rigged” system of taxes in America that favor the 
wealthy and harm the poor. This book, The Making 
of Donald Trump is not much different. However, the 
book is more of an exploration of this phenomenon, 
writ large, in a single persona.

Not just any figure, but the quintessential transfor-
mation from just another pompous so-called “self-
made” “billionaire” to the Republican presidential 
candidate. Of course, since Johnson’s book, this 
candidate has again surprisingly morphed – this time 
into the president-elect, which makes Johnson’s 
book even more important.

Johnson’s book is very readable with narratives 
covered with facts about Trump’s life and his dealings 
over nearly 30 years of Johnson’s coverage of him.

Drawing on decades of interviews, public state-
ments, and documents, a picture emerges of this 
man’s career and the apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree.

It’s funny how Trump falsely accused Ted Cruz’s fa-
ther of being involved in the assassination attempt 
of JFK, which was obviously not a big deal because 
Cruz apparently endorsed him. But the doublespeak 
is loud and clear because Johnson lets his readers 
know more about Trump’s family and its rather iri-
descent, dark past.

His grandfather, who likely left Germany to avoid 
military service in the 1880s, bought what he later 
called the Dairy Restaurant, serving food, liquor and 

“Rooms for Ladies,” a common code word for prosti-
tution.

I guess that gives the Trump family values cachet, 
right?

It was also interesting to find that his father Fred 
was arrested, and later let go, when he was 21 for 
not dispersing when the KKK rioted in his Queen’s 
neighborhood where he lived. When asked, Donald 
denied the whole episode.

I checked this out in the Long Island Daily Press in 
1927, and Johnson is right but more specific: Fred 
was named and all the seven arrestees, the paper not-
ed, were wearing Klan attire.

And you wonder why the younger Trump seemed 
to struggle in repudiating Klan presidential endorse-
ments?

Or that the Klan’s official newspaper, The Crusader, 
endorsed Trump right before this election, saying, 
“America was founded as a White Christian Republic. 
And as a White Christian Republic it became great.”

Johnson goes through several narratives from his 
short USFL ownership in which Trump’s bravado 
largely killed the league to Trump University. After 
the election, Trump had to pay $25 million in a series 
of lawsuits by former Trump University students al-
leging fraud, wrongdoing Johnson described in Au-
gust with the publication of his book.

Has any other U.S. president-elect had to pay mil-
lions for legal fraud?

The detailed narrative of Johnson’s book is like a 
Trump train wreck. He describes Trump’s greediness 
in cutting a blood relative out of his father’s will and 
his hiring of illegal Polish immigrants, on the cheap, 
to tear down without safety equipment the apart-
ments that would be replaced by Trump Tower.

I checked this fact, as well, and Time magazine 
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backs it up. This fact is interest-
ing especially with Trump’s stance 
on kicking out 11 million illegal 
immigrants. Does he want to hire 
them, or kick them out?

In addition, when Trump ap-
plied for a casino owner’s license 
in 1981, he was able to finagle his 
way into limiting a background 
check on his past. Sounds familiar 
with his IRS tax records.

New Jersey made this casino li-
cense a tough one because they 
did not want Atlantic City’s repu-
tation to be the “mob-run Las Ve-
gas East.” In the Art of the Deal, 
Trump boasts that he was able to 
make a deal, more like a threat, 
that “unless the attorney general 
expedited approval, he would not 
build in Atlantic City,” where he al-
ready purchased land, but instead 
would build in Manhattan.

With his reputation to twist arms 
in New York City and get his way, 
the attorney general relented and 
gave Trump his license because it 
might mean taking business from 
Atlantic City. Again Trump got his 
way even after being investigated 
by the FBI, but with no charges 
filed.

I found an interesting quote from 
the Wall Street Journal after John-
son’s book was published which 
reinforces this mob connection. 
Michael Cody, the son of a union 
leader who is mob-linked and with 
whom Trump and other area build-
ers worked. He “wasn’t going to 
build Trump Tower without having 
those [mob] connections. Every 
builder in New York had to do that 
at that time.” So, it was common 
practice, unfortunately.

But worthy of a president?
Also, it was common practice, 

according to Johnson, but illegal 
in New Jersey for casinos to keep 
high-rollers happy by giving them 
cash gifts. Regulators fined Trump 
Plaza for giving racehorse trader 
Robert LiButti, who had an obvi-
ous gambling addiction, $1.65 mil-
lion in expensive cars that he rap-
idly altered into currency he could 
go back to the tables with to lose 
more money.

After reading Manjoo’s True 
Enough: Learning to Live in a 

Post-Fact Society, it seems that 
even under the heft of Johnson’s 
facts, which are backed up, it 
didn’t make much of a difference 
in this election.

Facts don’t matter for many in 
the electorate, but feelings do. 
With so many facts on the inter-

net, people’s selective exposure 
and selective perception seem to 
filter out these negatives that are 
not congruent with the facts he 
presents on the campaign trail, 
which will likely cause Trump vot-
ers anxiety through cognitive dis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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Oceans
minimize human exposure to each item on its mas-
sive list of contaminants.

However, the contamination guidelines don’t ac-
count for the kind of pollution perpetrated by the U.S. 
Navy.

“What do you do when it’s massive quantities of 
contaminants in the ocean, and not your drinking 
water?” asked Sullivan, who worked at the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service for more than 15 years and is 
an expert in the bureaucratic procedures the Navy is 
supposed to be following.

She pointed out how “contamination,” or water 
pollution, is defined as “environmental degradation 
that occurs when pollutants are directly or indirectly 
discharged into water bodies without adequate treat-
ment to remove harmful compounds.”

On that point she said, “None of the dangerous 
compounds being dumped into our waters by the 
Navy have ever been treated or removed, which leads 
to hearing this false choice: The cost of cleanup or 
removal would be exorbitant. Therefore, we should 
continue dumping as always, in perpetuity.”

Navy spokesperson Sheila Murray told Truthout 
that depleted uranium on the seafloor was no more 
harmful than any other metal, a statement that flies 
in the face of numerous scientific studies that have 
proven otherwise. Sullivan believes that, by making 
that statement, the Navy “has disavowed responsibil-
ity for all of this toxic ocean pollution.”

Savabieasfahani said that while the Navy may be 
content to add depleted uranium to the environment 
that already has high levels of man-made pollutants, 
we should not share its complacency.

“A cluster of worsening environmental phenom-
ena go hand-in-hand with that accumulation of pol-
lutants,” she told Truthout. “Global warming, mass 
extinctions, ecosystem collapse, food-web modifica-
tion, physical and biological changes in organisms, 
endocrine disruption, and a pandemic of neurode-
velopmental disorders in children accompany those 
rising background pollution levels. Peer-reviewed re-
search is already showing steep declines in the biodi-
versity of ecosystems.”

HOW MUCH CONTAMINATION?
According to Sullivan, who studied the EIS, the Navy 

plans to introduce 20,000 tons of contaminants into 
the environment, which is the equivalent of dumping 
a load of toxins the size of a Yorktown-class aircraft 
carrier scattered throughout the seas and sounds of 
coastal Washington, Oregon and Northern California.

As staggering as that amount is, it does not even in-
clude contaminants that have been released over the 
last six decades of Naval exercises in oceans around 
the globe [the plans mentioned in these documents 
are limited to Pacific Northwest waters].

The aforementioned list of toxic compounds the 
Navy has, is and is planning to release into the envi-
ronment via its exercises are documented in EPA Su-
perfund site lists as known hazards and all of them 
are highly toxic at both acute and chronic levels.

For example, perchlorates are highly soluble in wa-
ter and according to the EPA, “generally have high 
mobility in soils.” They have been found in breast 
milk, target the thyroid gland and affect children and 
fetuses more than they affect adults.

Lithium causes behavioral changes that, in large 
animals and humans, can be fatal. Ingestion of mere-
ly one to two grams of picric acid would cause severe 
poisoning. TNT remains active underwater, can bio-
accumulate in fish, including salmon, and can cause 
developmental and physiological problems, accord-
ing to scientific studies. HMX and RDX explosives 
are both well documented to be extremely toxic and 
dangerous.

Sullivan says all of this raises questions about why 
there are no regulations preventing the creation of 
Superfund sites [polluted locations that require in-
tensive clean-up] in the ocean. “We depend on salm-
on, yet the Navy is creating massive ecosystem-wide 
pollution right under our noses,” Sullivan said. “How 
can they not see that it will be generations from now 
who reap the bitter harvest?”

Savabieasfahani agreed and took it a step further, 
issuing a dire warning.

“Toxic metals, such as lead and uranium, are bio-
magnified,” she explained.”’Biomagnification’ means 

that toxins get more concentrat-
ed in an organism which ingests 
plants or animals containing that 
toxin. For example, contaminated 
fish can pass on large doses of tox-
in to their human consumers.”

The 20,000 tons of contaminants 
the Navy plans to release into the 
ocean in the coming years do not 
include the additional 4.7 to 14 
tons of “metals with potential tox-
icity” that will be “released” annu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 47
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You’ll be joined by legions of parents, students, ad-
ministrators and good-hearted Oklahoman who know 
you’ve been screwed over for too long.

Interior Designs
As December arrived, Gov. Mary Fallin emerged as a 

leading candidate to become Interior secretary in the 
new Trump Administration.

Fallin stuck with the president-elect through a se-
ries of campaign fiascos and misadventures, includ-
ing the Access Hollywood sex tape.

For The Donald, loyalty clearly trumps a failed gov-
ernorship. So does having an Interior secretary with 
close ties to oil and gas – especially to Trump’s good 
buddy, Oklahoma billionaire Harold Hamm.

Can more drilling on public lands be far behind?
A Trump Administration appointment would pro-

vide a soft landing for Fallin, whose final two years as 
governor likely would be full of nasty, gut-wrenching 
budget wrangling.

It also could help rebuild her image – her approval 
ratings plunged below 40% this summer, not much 
higher than the reviled [in Oklahoma] President 
Obama.

More interesting, her departure could set off a wild 
scramble among ambitious Republicans, looking to 
climb the statewide elected ladder.

Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb would ascend to the Capitol’s 
second-floor corner office, affording him the unique  
powers of incumbency heading into the 2018 guber-
natorial election.

There is a tradition of Oklahoma lieutenant gov-
ernors becoming governor – Democrat George Nigh 
twice moved directly to the top spot, Fallin after a de-
tour to Washington as a U.S. representative.

The likeable Lamb isn’t likely to be blamed for the 
budget crises that emerged in Fallin’s reign, giving 
him a leg up on Attorney General Scott Pruitt, who’s 
also believed to be eyeing the race.

Fallin’s early departure also could complicate the 
gubernatorial battle for Democrats, sorely in need of 
recapturing the mansion – not only because it would 
reverse a dark electoral slide for the party, but also 
because the next governor will play a key role in 2020 
redistricting.

Already, Democrats Dan Boren and Joe Dorman 
have taken themselves out of the running. House Mi-
nority Leader Scott Inman of Del City is positioning 
himself for a run. Oklahoma City restaurateur Cathy 
Cummings, the party’s 2014 nominee for lieutenant 
governor, also could enter the race.

Who’d have thought a month ago that Fallin would 
be in position to leave office early, much less for a 
Trump Administration appointment? 

We truly are entering a through-the-looking-glass 
era of American politics.
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Dart: To Gov. Mary Fallin, sitting on an open records 
request from The Observer for 878 days, as of Dec. 1. 
The ACLU has sued on our behalf, urging the courts 
order her to follow the law.

Seventh annual Holiday for Heroes is underway – 
youngsters and adults creating homemade Christmas 
cards to be handed out at OK’s seven veterans cen-
ters and the Fort Sill and VA medical centers. Last 
year 8,200-plus were distributed. Send cards by Dec. 
17 to Holiday for Heroes, c/o Joe Dorman, P.O. Box 
559, Rush Springs, OK 73082.

We note the recent passing of former two-term Okla-
homa Attorney General Larry Derryberry at age 77. 
The noted OKC attorney also wrote seven books, in-
cluding The Oklahoma Scranimal, honored in 2007 
as an Oklahoma Centennial Children’s Book.

Gov. Mary Fallin’s audition for a Trump Administra-
tion post cost OK taxpayers $6,000-plus in travel ex-
penses. The president-elect and governor have never 
heard of Skype?

Beware the Law of Unintended Consequences: A 
new study finds Florida’s “stand your ground” self-
defense statute may be responsible for spike in ho-
micides – up 24% since it took effect in 2005. – Time

Hatred of the U.S. government didn’t keep Attorney 
General Scott Pruitt from kissing the ring at Trump 
Tower in late November, hoping to land a cushy – 
gasp! – federal post. Hypocrite.

News: Pawnee residents sue 27 energy companies, 
seeking unspecified damages for man-made earth-
quakes plaguing the town. Comment: What took so 
long? Reckless greed has left a path of destruction. 
Keep an eye peeled for legislative and congressional 
efforts to padlock the courthouse door.

Whatever became of Donald Trump’s vow to fight 
for term limits on Congress? You can bet most of 
Oklahoma’s delegation would oppose it. Sen. Jim In-
hofe [elected in 1994], Rep. Tom Cole [2003] and Rep. 
Frank Lucas [2003] happily cash federal checks de-
spite incessantly trashing government.
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Letters

a penny as also our candidates who ran for office, but 
instead used their own money.

I love the adage “it takes a village to raise a child.” 
Does it not take that same village to keep our society 
free so that a child can live her life to its full poten-
tial?

Please read the dismal statistics below and let’s get 
to work!

Ann Kent
Tulsa

Stats: With the 2016 elections in the books, the Re-
publican Party is set to control 69 of 99 state legisla-
tive chambers in 2017. And – with at least 33 gover-
nors – the party will have complete control of state 
government in at least 25 states.

Editor, The Observer:
It’s a very bad time in America with the election of 

the Orange Menace. I don’t think even the celebrated 
American poet, Walt Whitman, could find anything 
electric to sing about in the present national body. 
I’ll refrain from diminishing the opening sentence of 
Dicken’s A Tale of Two Cities.

I’m not sure that any of the T-rump administrative 
actions can ever be undone as he and his chosen 
strumpets pursue a scorched earth policy of elimi-
nating any vestige of President Obama’s eight years 
in office – much like the pharaohs of Egypt who re-
moved the names of their predecessors from public 
monuments.

In fact, the GOP leadership is going back in their 
time machine of insanity to dig up the legacy of 
Franklin Roosevelt and Lyndon Johnson in order to 
vandalize Social Security and Medicare.

Should there be a strong reversal of the majority 
numbers in Congress in the 2018 mid-terms the dam-
age will already be done. Ravenous locusts leave little 
behind as they swarm through the environment.

The Supreme Court will be a casualty with at least a 
seven-vote inhumane majority. Justice Ginsberg and 
either of the two oldest men who hold progressive 
views can’t hold on long, even to the mid-term, and 
the lower federal courts have from 92 to 113 vacan-
cies that will be filled very quickly with Trump-ets en-
joying lifetime appointments.

I have never underestimated the hatred many people 
have in this country – as demonstrated clearly in the 



November election – for minorities of any orientation, 
color, origin, gender, or religion. How could anyone 
not be convinced of this after seeing the pure hatred 
directed at Obama by voters and encouraged by elect-
ed GOP incumbents? Just remember the loathsome 
demonstrations and slogans directed at gay people 
advocating for marriage equality and the overturning 
of DADT, California’s Proposition 8 and DOMA.

The hatred didn’t go away; it went deep into the 
minds and bodies of our enemies who turned out to 
be family, “friends,” neighbors, and co-workers – a 
civil war not with geographical boundaries of coun-
tries traceable on paper but with internal psychologi-
cal boundaries inaccessible to observation.

That hatred has been festering and metastasizing 
for decades and has burst like a radioactive dirty 
bomb, infecting and killing the body politic.

James Nimmo
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
I just mailed this letter to Rep. Steve Russell and 

Sens. Jim Inhofe and James Lankford:
The U.S. must honor agreements made at the 2015 

Paris Climate Summit on reducing emissions of car-
bon dioxide, CO2, and at the 2016 Summit in Kigali, 
Rwanda, on reducing emissions of HFC [the refriger-
ant: hydro-flouro-carbon].

Recently, 196 nations recommitted themselves to 
the Paris Climate Agreement.

In Kigali, 170 nations agreed to reduce emissions 
of HFCs.

All the world knows that global warming threatens 
the balance of nature which ultimately supports hu-
man life and human society.

If humanity continues damaging earth’s life sup-
port systems, many say that within 200 to 300 years, 
half of species now alive will be extinct, and human 
numbers will have been reduced by half.

As your constituent, I ask you to support these cli-
mate agreements; environmental protections in the 
U.S.; and the continuing shift from fossil fuel use to 
using clean and eternal energy sources such as solar 
and wind.

I look forward to your reply on these matters, at 
this crucial time.

Nathaniel Batchelder
Oklahoma City

Editor’s Note: Nathaniel Batchelder is director of 
The Peace House in Oklahoma City.

Editor, The Observer:
Sen. Mike Mazzei asked the Incentive Evaluation 

Commission to end tax credits for wind power facili-
ties that he said increased from $3.7 million in 2010 
to $100 million in 2015. If he truly wants to fix the 
state’s budget shortfall, why not end tax incentives 
on Oklahoma oil and gas production? That’s the big 
hog at the trough, costing taxpayers $516 million in 
2015 – the year that the Legislature made oil and gas 

tax breaks permanent.
The standard tax had been 7%. The Legislature 

dropped the tax rate for horizontally-drilled wells to 
only 1% for the first 48 months of production. The 
cost of those horizontal tax breaks ballooned from $2 
million in 2004 to $379 million in 2015 – almost four 
times more than the wind incentive.

Standard well producers still had to pay 7%. So the 
oil barons demanded that all types of drilling get a 
standard 2% tax break for the first three years with 
the rate going up to 7% if anybody was still drilling 
after that. In 2015, that loss in tax revenue was $379 
million, plus oil and gas producers got another $137 
million in other tax incentives costing taxpayers $516 
million in total lost tax revenue.

I guess Sen. Mazzei was not impressed that Okla-
homa is third in the nation for total capacity and the 
fourth largest producer of wind power with 14 mil-
lion megawatts of electricity in 2015, according to the 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce. Commerce also 
reported the wind industry invested $9.6 billion in 
our state and said we’re No. 4 in wind energy employ-
ment with nearly 7,000-plus jobs across the industry. 
That’s clean, renewable energy. No wastewater injec-
tion. No earthquakes. No toxic water contamination. 
No boom and bust economic cycles, either.

If we’re going to balance our budget and address 
unmet funding needs, we can’t afford to play energy 
favorites. If Oklahoma ends tax credits for wind, oil 
and gas incentives need to go, too.

Red Goldfarb
Yukon

Trump
sonance.

In our post-fact society, facts won’t be relevant un-
til people’s feelings change, until their perceptions of 
the world are rocked by the facts on the ground that 
are totally at odds with their ideological constructs. 
If and when that occurs, Johnson’s interwoven nar-
rative filled with verified legal and social facts won’t 
change Trump supporter minds. However, by 2018, 
they maybe relevant again as his narrative falls apart.

Alternatively, Trump’s supporter’s narratives will 
weigh mightily in the next few years. Johnson’s book 
is less about the current president-elect’s campaign 
narrative and more about the “Don’s” behind-the-
scenes shenanigans over the course of the last 30 
years. But without it, one cannot understand what’s 
behind him – what he’s about.

For Johnson, Trump is more about the “deal” and 
less about ideology.

And for me, what I get out of Johnson’s book is that 
Trump’s background is what brought him to where he 
is today, but also are the seeds of his downfall.
John Wood is an associate professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Central Oklahoma.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 41
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Oceans
ally in the inland waters of both Puget Sound and 
Hood Canal, according to Naval documents. Given 
that those numbers are for one year only, in 20 years, 
between 94 and 280 tons of heavy metals will be re-
leased inland [in addition to what will be released in 
the open ocean].

It is also worth noting that two actual Superfund 
sites along Washington’s inland shorelines are both 
on Naval property.

“In addition to the toxic contaminants deliberate-
ly dumped, what happens to their land-based toxic 
brews when torrential rains like we had in October 
overwhelm storm water runoff systems?” Sullivan 
asked, then provided the answer. “They end up in 
Puget Sound and Hood Canal.”

DEVILS IN THE DETAILS
Naval documentation also reveals that over the next 

20 years, the weights of the various contaminants 
include 6,739 tons of unrecoverable sonobuoys [in-
cluding their animal-entangling parachutes and bat-
teries which leach lithium for 55 years], and 396 tons 
of small-caliber rounds, the latter comprising only 
2% of the total weight of “expended materials.”

The Navy’s flares, which weigh between 12 and 30 
pounds apiece, are used 824 times annually, adding 
up to 16,480 flares weighing between 200,000 and 
500,000 pounds over 20 years. 

The Navy admits that the flares leave toxic residues 
whenever they are used, saying, “Solid flare and py-
rotechnic residues may contain, depending on their 
purpose and color, an average weight of up to 0.85 
pounds of aluminum, magnesium, zinc, strontium, 
barium, cadmium, nickel, and perchlorates.”

Meaning, at a minimum, seven tons of toxic pyro-
technic residues are to be introduced into Pacific 
Northwest waters in the next 20 years. 

Looking at explosives for training alone, the Navy 
plans to use 29,024 pounds annually, amounting to 
290 tons over the next two decades.

Another issue is unexploded ordnance, or, as it’s 
commonly known, “duds.”

At current Navy rates for duds only, we would see 
an additional nine tons of dangerous residual explo-
sive material fired into Pacific Northwest waters ev-
ery 20 years, sitting on the ocean floor, leaching dan-
gerous toxics.

Moreover, not all contaminants immediately sink 
and bind to or get encapsulated by sediments. Some 
materials can be transported by ocean currents. Be-
cause the Navy’s EIS uses ocean dispersal and chemi-
cal degradation as its rationale for claiming no ad-
verse impacts on species or habitats – anywhere, ever 
– it should be noted that the expended material from 
local warfare exercises may not tell the whole story. 
In other words, perhaps all of the contaminants in 
question should be added together to get an idea of 

the full impact.
For example, every other year, according to the Navy, 

they are authorized to dump up to 352,000 pounds 
of expended military materials, by way of them being 
shot, dropped and exploded, into the Gulf of Alaska. 
This includes up to 10,500 pounds of hazardous ma-
terials, such as cyanide, chromium, lead, tungsten, 
nickel, cadmium, barium chromate, chlorides, phos-
phorus, titanium compounds, lead oxide, potassium 
perchlorate, lead chromate, ammonium perchlorate, 
fulminate of mercury and lead azide.

The Navy is dumping much of it into Essential Fish 
Habitat in the Gulf of Alaska at peak times of fishery 
and marine mammal presence, impacting and harm-
ing a multitude of species. They are also carrying out 
a similar dumping process in Pacific Northwest wa-
ters.

NAVAL OBFUSCATION
In the Navy’s 2015 Northwest Training and Testing 

EIS, it quotes several studies, saying, “contamination 
of the marine environment by munitions constitu-
ents is not well documented.” This is often the Navy’s 
claim, used to show its actions are not deleterious to 
the environment, when “not well documented” actu-
ally means that it has not looked for or measured its 
impacts on the environment.

Regardless, the need for more data does not mean 
it is scientifically sound to assume there has been no 
damage.

In the section of the 2015 EIS on Cumulative Im-
pacts, the Navy says, “Long-term exposure to pollut-
ants poses potential risks to the health of marine 
mammals, although for the most part, the impacts 
are just starting to be understood.” The impacts in-
clude “ ... organ anomalies and impaired reproduc-
tion and immune function.” There are multiple other 
examples of such doublespeak within the Navy’s own 
documents.

Another example is in the EIS section on Sediments 
and Water Quality, where the Navy claims that “slow 
but significant removal” of two types of explosive ma-
terial [RDX and HMX] happens through a chemical 
reaction whose speed is dictated by the pH [acidity] 
of seawater. 

Adequate proof is not provided by the Navy, yet 
risks to human health from these toxins has been 
extremely well documented.

It could be argued that the Navy’s gross negligence 
of its environmental impacts amounts to a federal 
agency passing off wishful thinking as science. The 
toxic legacy of this negligence will be passed down to 
generations far beyond our own.
Dahr Jamail is the author of the book, The End of 
Ice, forthcoming from The New Press. He lives and 
works in Washington State.

© Truthout
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As loyal readers of The Observer, you know the 
vital role it has played for 48 years in giving voice 
to the voiceless, exposing corruption in state gov-
ernment and explaining – clearly – what the Pow-
ers-That-Be don’t want you to know.

More than ever, we need your support to ensure 
the state’s only journal of free voices survives to 
influence public debate for generations to come.

Each year at this time we ask you to dig deep. 
Your holiday gifts truly carry us throughout the 
year. They make it possible to keep the lights on, 
the presses running and our website updated. 

Do you know someone who isn’t currently receiv-
ing The Observer, but would benefit from its pro-
gressive analysis and hard-hitting reporting? Gift 
subscriptions are a bargain – only $35 for a full 
year. We’ll even send a card announcing your gift!

Or would you become a Friend of The Observer? 
Gifts of $100 or more earn a spot in Helen’s Hall of 
Fame, named for our beloved founding publisher.

We’re counting on you to ensure The Observer 
remains a voice of reason amid the rightwing vit-
riol. Won’t you join us in the fight?

Happy Holidays from the Hamiltons!


