
• An Independent JournAl of CommentAry •

Walking The Walk
APRIL 2018 • VOLUME 50 NUMBER 4 • $5.00

Teachers, State Workers Could Transform Oklahoma ...
If Capitol Showdown Becomes A Long-Term Movement

SPECIAL REPORT:
Oklahoma Teachers Revolt
Coverage begins on page 6.



•   APRIL 20182

PUBLISHER Beverly Hamilton

EDITOR Arnold Hamilton

DIGITAL EDITOR MaryAnn Martin

ADVISORY BOARD
Marvin Chiles, Andrew Hamilton,
Matthew Hamilton, Scott J. Hamilton,
Trevor James, Ryan Kiesel,
George Krumme, Gayla Machell,
Bruce Prescott, Robyn Lemon Sellers,
Kyle Williams

OUR MOTTO
To Comfort the Afflicted and Afflict the
Comfortable.

OUR CREDO
So then to all their chance, to all their
shining golden opportunity. To all the
right to love, to live, to work, to be
themselves, and to become whatever
thing their vision and humanity can
combine to make them. This seeker,
is the promise of America.
- Adapted from Thomas Wolfe

VOLUME 50, NO. 4

FOUNDING PUBLISHER
Helen B. Troy [1932-2007]

FOUNDING EDITOR
Frosty Troy [1933-2017]

[ISSN 0030-1795]
The Oklahoma Observer [USPS 865-720] 
is published on the first Wednesday of each 
month by AHB Enterprises LLC, 13912 Plym-
outh Crossing, P.O. Box 14275, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73113-0275. Periodicals postage 
paid at Edmond, OK and additional entry of-
fice. Phone: 405.478.8700.

POSTMASTER
Send address changes to The Oklahoma 
Observer, P.O. Box 14275, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73113-0275.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
1-Year [12 issues] $50. Send check to The 
Oklahoma Observer,  P.O. Box 14275, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73113-0275. Online: Visit 
www.okobserver.net to use a credit card.

UPDATE ADDRESSES
Please notify us at least two weeks before 
your move to ensure uninterrupted service. 
E-mail address changes to subscriptions@
okobserver.net or mail to P.O. Box 14275, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73113-0275.

LETTERS TO EDITOR
E-mail to letters@okobserver.net or mail to 
P.O. Box 14275, Oklahoma City, OK 73113-
0275. 

Fresh Air
Believe it or not, there is reason for optimism despite the rancor and 

chaos at the state Capitol these days.
Quietly, some House members – mostly first-termers – are working 

to bridge the Republican-Democratic divide in hopes of creating a more 
constructive, less contentious legislative future.

It’s only a shoot – so far. And it’s definitely not something most partici-
pants feel comfortable discussing publicly.

But it’s there – a sprouting bipartisanship born of intense frustration 
with the statehouse status quo, a conviction there must be a better way 
to solve the state’s problems and create a more uniformly prosperous 
path forward.

Can it long survive, much less flourish? Its odds may be akin to an 
orchid in the desert.

Indeed, some GOP freshmen report they’ve already been instructed 
to keep their distance from their Democratic colleagues, lest they be 
tempted to stray from the special interest-driven party line.

Worse, first session idealism often gives way to the reality of legisla-
tive life in which lobbyists dangle dinners and re-election checks, Thun-
der tickets and golf outings – sometimes even the hint of lucrative fu-
ture employment.

Can millennial legislators break this pattern?
We can only hope so. The statehouse’s current GOP supermajority – 

marionettes whose strings are pulled by an oiligarchy – has done noth-
ing to improve the plight of the state’s vast working class and poor.

First-term legislators from both parties are now in their second year 
with front-row seats to this public policy calamity. They know it isn’t 
working. So do their constituents.

Since Republicans took complete control of all levers of state govern-
ment in 2010, they have transformed NE 23rd and Lincoln Blvd. into DC 
West. Hyper-partisan and dysfunctional. 

Observations

Yes! Please send me a one-year subscription for only $50.
This special offer includes my certificate for a free book courtesy
of Full Circle Bookstore [a $20 value]. See page 41 for details.

www.okobserver.org
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THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 3

Observerscope

As you watch teachers and state 
employees march, remember 
this: the Senate doled out almost 
$146,000 in raises to 25 staffers 
the last two years. Already this 
year, the House has given $127,000 
in raises to 14 aides.

Dart: To Gov. Mary Fallin, sug-
gesting rallying teachers thank 
lawmakers for approving their 
first pay raise in a decade. That’s 
the equivalent of bending over and 
saying to the paddler, “Thank you, 
sir, may I have another.”  

Keep an eye on the Human Com-
munity Network and Coalition of 
the Underheard, working to unite 
disparate groups behind a progres-
sive public policy agenda. This ef-
fort could finally propel Oklahoma 
into 21st Century!

Laurel: To Alicia Priest and Kath-
erine Bishop, re-elected as Okla-
homa Education Association pres-
ident and VP, respectively. They’re 
standing firm, demanding lawmak-
ers take steps to restore a decade 
of school funding cuts.

Rep. Jason Dunnington’s equal 
pay proposal – HB 1530 – finally 
cleared the House and awaits Sen-
ate action. It would protect work-
ers who share salary info – only 
way most women would know 
they’re being paid less than male 
colleagues.  

Dart: To the Daily Disappoint-
ment, reprinting Colorado Springs 
Gazette’s slanted anti-pot series 
in advance of the June 26 referen-
dum on medical marijuana. Clear 
evidence opinion is not limited to 
Oklahoman’s editorial page.

Green the Vote plans to file an 
initiative petition April 10 aimed a 
forcing a statewide vote on recre-
ational marijuana. The prison in-
dustrial complex will oppose, but 
legalize-and-tax is a smart way for-
ward.

Laurel: To OK Supreme Court, 
rejecting a legal challenge to SQ 
795 which aims to give voters the 
opportunity to restore GPT to its 
historic 7% rate. Here’s hoping the 
petition drive quickly commences.

So the Senate would consider-
ing borrowing [bonds] to build new 
prisons? How about the Lege en-
act serious criminal justice reform 
instead? Fewer inmates means 
more dollars for upkeep and con-
struction.

Laurel: To former Midwest City 
Rep. Gary Banz, whose Oklaho-
ma Honor Flights program helped 
2,055 World War II veterans visit 
the National World War II Memorial 
in DC. A marvelous salute to the 
Greatest Generation!

More evidence how opinion 
bleeds into Oklahoman news col-
umns? March 25 headline de-
clares: GOP keeps promises with 
tax, budget bills. The AP’s con-
gressional story is far less bullish.

The oiligarchs tighten their grip 
on Oklahoma higher education – 
with OU and Oklahoma City U nam-
ing oil execs as next presidents. 
Ask former state seismologist 
Austin Holland what it was like to 
work for an OU president moon-
lighting on Continental’s board.

Beware the potential for drug-
resistant Super Bugs: Global hu-
man consumption of antibiotics 
skyrocketed 39% between 2000 
and 2015. – Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences

State regents report modest 
growth in minority students: 
Blacks and Asians now attend 
college at higher percentage than 
their state population. Hispan-
ics represent 8% of higher ed stu-
dents, less than percentage of 
statewide population [10.3%] but 
38% more than six years ago.

“I’m thrilled to get this oppor-
tunity to return to City Hall, if for 
no other reason than to get out 
of the Oklahoma Capitol.” – State 
senator-turned-newly elected OKC 
Mayor David Holt

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44
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Letters

Editor, The Observer:
Porn star Stormy Daniels said 

they did. President Trump said 
they didn’t. Who has more cred-
ibility?

Nathaniel Batchelder
Oklahoma City

Nathaniel Batchelder is director 
of the OKC Peace House.

Editor, The Observer:
Doesn’t a married man with chil-

dren having unprotected sex with 
a porn star qualify as “High Crimes 
and Stupid Misdemeanors!”?

Bob Jackman
Tulsa

Editor, The Observer:
Leave it up to the monstrous 

masquerade of blood money to le-
verage a shocking massacre of our 
children into another opportunity 
to legitimate weapons of mass de-
struction.

Making a mockery of the 2nd 
Amendment, our majestic “In God 
We Trust” elitist brethren evident-
ly have replaced their pious tenets 
of love, compassion and absolu-
tion with the divine audacity of the 
National Rifle Association!

Nothing has bestowed more to 
the prevalent occurrence of mass 

shootings than the unparalleled 
greed of the fabricators of these 
killing machines. The NRA and 
their cronies continue to perpetu-
ate the fear campaigns of past dem-
agogues, disregarding the need for 
reasonable debate.

Their tried and true sound bites 
hit all the right notes: mental ill-
ness, inept government, social 
workers, school personnel, video 
game violence, Hollywood, and the 
inherent wisdom of hindsight.

I don’t know what the answers 
are, but I do know assault weapons 
are all about mountains of blood-
soaked money. Turn our schools 
into fortified institutions and the 
mass shootings will intrinsically 
shift to other soft targets. Which 
are infinite in number.

The choice is ours: mountains of 
blood money or more killing fields.

Tom N. Walker II
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
When did being a Christian be-

come synonymous with carrying 
a gun? I was raised in a very de-
vout Southern Baptist home with 
a devoted Daddy who was an or-
dained deacon and also a hunter 
with many guns. [I still have my 

Daddy’s guns, by the way] But nev-
er did Daddy or Papa Allie or any 
of my uncles act like their guns 
were more important than their 
relationship with God or their 
children’s education or fidelity or 
kindness or tithing or prayer and 
Bible study.

Having a gun to go squirrel hunt-
ing or kill a varmint when one 
showed up was part of daily life, 
but I don’t ever remember a gun 
being part of anyone’s identity or 
toted around like a status sym-
bol. Somewhere along the line, 
someone [Many Christians would 
say Satan. I will say the NRA and 
shareholders getting rich off the 
manufacturing and sale of weap-
ons of mass destruction. Same 
thing, I guess] told the lie so many 
times that some Christians now 
equate their 2nd Amendment right 
to “bear arms” as equal to their 
responsibilities as Americans and 
their blessings as Christians. Ac-
tually, if they truly are Christians, 
I can’t figure out what they are so 
afraid of.

Anyway, these same Christians 
want the Ten Commandments 
posted everywhere. What are they 
going to do with that sixth one? 
Thou shalt not kill. Or how about 
the first one: Thou shalt have no 
other gods [like guns, rights, prof-
its, pride] before me.

Guns are OK. They serve a pur-
pose, I guess. But they are not a 
substitute for manhood. Daddy 
was a man. A strong, brave, honor-
able man. And he didn’t need a gun 
to prove it.

Ruth Askew Brelsford 
Red Oak

Editor, The Observer:
Of course, I’m glad to hear of the 

companies that are doing right in 
cancelling their ties to the NRA 
and putting new limits on assault 
rifle sales. However, it further 
points out that corporations are 
the true leaders of our country’s 
morals in that some of them are 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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Arnold Hamilton

Of Angels And Demons
One day delivers hope. The next day despair.
Such is the nature of in-session life at NE 23rd 

and Lincoln Blvd. where within 24 hours last month 
lawmakers displayed their better angels and their 
darker demons.

On March 12, the House took a giant step toward 
ensuring women actually have a fighting chance to 
earn equal pay for equal work. Glory be – fairness 
and decency!

On March 13, the Senate voted to legalize dis-
crimination against gay couples and other “others” 
seeking to adopt or serve as foster parents. Love thy 
neighbor?

The policymaking whiplash conjured visions of 
19th Century German Chancellor Otto von Bis-
marck, famous for uttering, “If you like laws and 
sausages, you should never watch either one being 
made.”

It’s baffling that pay inequity should even be a 
thing in 21st Century Oklahoma, but it is – women 
earning only about 73 cents for every dollar a man 
makes.

How many Sooner dads don’t think their daugh-
ters deserve equal pay for equal work? I haven’t seen 
that question polled, probably because the answer is 
so obvious: None. Or damn few.

Here’s a better question: How many elected mem-
bers of the Oklahoma House aren’t appalled by the 
notion of wage disparity? We actually know that 
answer: It’s 40.

That’s how many voted against Democratic Rep. 
Jason Dunnington’s pay transparency measure, HB 
1530, which would protect workers from retaliation 
if they share salary details with their colleagues.

Information is power. How could a woman possibly 
know she’s being paid less than her male co-worker 
for the same job? The boss isn’t going to tell. In fact, 
the boss is probably going to fire any employee who 
does. Current law protects misogynistic employers 
who take advantage of the conspiracy of wage si-
lence to exploit their female workers.

As disheartening as it is that 40 reps – all men, all 
Republicans – voted against Dunnington’s pay trans-

parency measure, it is even more encouraging that 
52 voted for it – including every female representa-
tive, whether Republican or Democrat.

Better yet, the vote sends the measure to the 
state Senate where its champion is Sen. Stephanie 
Bice, an able legislator whose “R” behind her name 
should eliminate the partisan roadblocks Dunning-
ton faced. After all, Republicans control 40 of the 
Senate’s 48 seats.

Of course, more than a few of Bice’s GOP col-
leagues are card-carrying members of a good ol’ boy 
network that can be remarkably tone deaf when it 
comes to gender issues – and remarkably adept at 
hearing when deep-pocketed special interests weigh 
in on proposals that could upend the way they’ve 
always managed their personnel.

Still, when Dunnington, after four years of cajoling 
his colleagues, finally secured enough votes to pass 
pay transparency, it was a glimpse of what Okla-
homa policymaking could be, if only a majority of 
lawmakers heeded their better angels.

Sadly, the Senate’s embrace the next day of SB 
1140 served as a stark reminder that darker demons 
all too often prevail at the statehouse.

Senate President Pro Tem-designate Greg Treat’s 
measure effectively would allow child welfare agen-
cies – even though they receive tax dollars – to reject 
would-be adoptive or foster parents based on reli-
gious objections.

It’s sold as protecting “religious freedom.” Baloney 
– it’s all about legally protecting bigotry.

You’re an LGBTQ couple? Sorry, violates God’s 
law. Second or third marriage? Too bad – the church 
frowns on divorce. An interfaith or racially-mixed 
couple? Don’t even bother …

Remember, it wasn’t that long ago that many living 
below the Mason-Dixon line clung to the belief slav-
ery was God-ordained.

Angels and demons aside, there’s another way to 
judge these bills, both of which await committee 
action in the opposite legislative house: Dunning-
ton’s would solve an actual problem. Treat’s seeks to 
solve a problem that doesn’t exist.
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CoVer Story

Less than five days before the statewide teach-
er walkout, the Legislature’s Republican su-
permajority appeared to have taken steps 
necessary to defuse the revolt.

Both the House and Senate approved a $6,100 pay 
raise – addressing what they believed to be educators’ 
principal demand. And for good measure, they boost-
ed support staff salaries and took baby steps toward 
reversing the nation’s steepest education cuts.

But before Gov. Mary Fallin could sign the pay raise 
into law, lawmakers abruptly backtracked, voting 
along party lines to abandon a $5 hotel/motel tax that 
would have generated about $50 million necessary to 
fully fund the education package.

The about-face infuriated House Democrats, who 
raised hell … to no avail. More importantly, it ignited 
teachers and their supporters, reinforcing a long-
simmering suspicion that GOP leaders are masters of 
double-talk when it comes to funding public schools.

“The Legislature wanted everyone to believe they 
solved this problem,” said Oklahoma Education As-
sociation President Alicia Priest, “while at the same 
time failing to actually provide the money to fund 
their promises.”

As The Observer went to press with the April edi-
tion, there appeared little chance the first statewide 
teacher walkout in 28 years would end any time soon. 
Thousands continued to jam the Capitol and its pe-
rimeter, their resolve strengthened by legislative chi-
canery they witnessed first-hand.

On the first two days of the walkout, the full House 
met only briefly, Republican leadership repeatedly re-
buffing Democratic efforts to force a vote on school 
funding measures – in particular, the proposed elimi-
nation of the capital gains exemption.

As it became clear the House would not act, pro-ed-
ucation activists jeered, prompting Rep. Josh Cock-
roft, R-Wanette, to order House sergeants-at-arms 
and state troopers to clear the gallery.

Amid the chaos, Rep. Kevin McDugle, R-Broken Ar-
row, posted a Facebook video from the House floor in 
which he ripped demonstrators, saying, “I’m not vot-
ing for another stinking measure when they’re acting 

the way they’re acting.”
Then, on the third day, the House delayed its ses-

sion until 3 p.m. – 90 minutes later than normal, a 
thinly-veiled attempt to wear down and outlast pro-
testers, some of whom already were feeling pressure 
from their superintendents to return to the class-
room.

All this after Gov. Mary Fallin, in signing the edu-
cators pay raise, said she hoped teachers rallying at 
the Capitol for more school funding would “thank” 
legislators. Seriously? 

Tone deafness, writ large.
Let’s be clear: The Legislature did nothing about 

Oklahoma’s bottom-of-the-barrel teacher salaries or 
the draconian education budget cuts until teachers 
set a strike date.

What it did was little more than apply a butterfly 
bandage to a gaping wound.

How this all turns out remains to be seen, but here 
are three important takeaways from the state Capitol 
showdown:

1. If they had doubts before, teachers now should 
know each vote matters.

According to education insiders, slightly more than 
half of Oklahoma educators are registered Republi-
can, if they’re registered at all. Worse, about 70% of 
teachers are voting GOP.

Why is that a problem? Just look at what’s hap-
pened to Oklahoma public education since Republi-
cans seized total control of the statehouse and all 
statewide offices in 2010.

They enacted nearly $2 billion in income tax cuts 
and corporate welfare that ensured no teacher [or 
state employee] pay raises and resulted in a 28.2% 
cut in per pupil funding [adjusted for inflation].

Moreover, GOP lawmakers have continued to push – 
and Democrats to resist – privatizing and monetizing 
public education, via vouchers and charter schools, 
both of which siphon even more tax dollars out of 
underfunded schools.

It appears to be dawning on teachers that many of 
their Republican representatives promise support at 

Ratcheting Up The Pressure
Tone Deaf Statehouse Leadership

Energizes Teachers, Supporters
BY ARNOLD HAMILTON
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Enough Is Enough
An Elected School Board Member Explains

What’s At Stake With Teacher Walkout
BY LINDA JAMES FARLEY

People across Oklahoma realize that public educa-
tion is critically important. It always has been and 
always will be. Our public schools give us reason for 
optimism, for hope.

Public education offers solutions on the issues 
of our economy, the shrinking middle class, and 
the future prosperity of Oklahoma. It is our public 
schools that will provide the educated, innovative, 
and creative skills so that our children will be pre-
pared to become the workforce of tomorrow – the 
entrepreneurs, engineers, scientists, and political 
leaders.

If we have such an educated citizenry, Oklahoma 
will be ready for the challenges of today and tomor-
row.

There is a brighter future ahead for Oklahoma if 
we prepare for it. A generation of highly educated 
citizens who can think for themselves, who have the 
confidence to solve problems, and who are ready to 
be the leaders of tomorrow is within our grasp. Pub-
lic education is a means of ensuring we have the will 
and insight to take on this challenge. It is our public 
schools that will provide Oklahoma with a bright 
and hopeful future.

But in reality, education supporters across Okla-
homa have grown tired of waiting for Oklahoma’s 
legislators to do something – anything – that would 
improve the education of students in Oklahoma. 
Legislators may have heard but they did not listen. 
Although the number of students has been increas-
ing, the funding of Oklahoma public schools has 
gone down more than that of any other state since 
2008.

After many attempts, repeated delays, and bro-
ken promises, the teachers of Oklahoma and their 
supporters have said “Enough is enough!” Feeling 
they had no other options, teachers walked out April 
2. The demand for the strike was sparked through 
social media by teachers and public education sup-
porters. “Oklahoma Teacher Walkout – The Time is 
Now” has grown to over 70,000 members since it 
began the first part of March.

A walkout is a form of strike. It involves leaving 
work instead of not showing up for it. Job action is a 
more general term applied to “unified activity by em-
ployees aimed at putting pressure on the employer 
without resorting to a strike.”

The relevant statute says organizations and in-

dividuals may not strike or threaten to strike “as a 
means of resolving differences with the [local] board 
of education.” But the current dispute involves edu-
cators and the Legislature, not local school boards 
or even the State Board of Education.

Oklahoma law provides that school shall be in ses-
sion and classroom instruction offered for not less 
than 180 days or not less than 1,080 hours. This is 
based on the fiscal year of July 1 through June 30. If 
the walkout should continue past the middle of May, 
there may not be enough time left prior to the end of 
the fiscal year to finish the 2017-18 school year.

It is imperative that our state legislators not only 
hear, but also listen to the people of Oklahoma.

Further, state law requires that any school dis-
trict that does not maintain school for a full term 
shall have its state aid reduced proportionately. The 
work stoppage does not meet the requirements to 
qualify for a waiver by the State Board of Education 
that would waive the mandatory reduction of state 
aid of a school district. Failure to comply with these 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 42
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Dr. No Earns Honorary Doctorate In ...

H-Y-P-O-C-R-I-S-Y
BY CAL HOBSON

Strategically scheduled between courageous 
votes cast in the state House and then the 
Senate to raise taxes in Oklahoma, Senator/
Doctor Tom Coburn crept silently out of his 

cave located somewhere in the mid-19th Century to 
participate in a Capitol press conference where he de-
clared – once again – tax increases are bad, really bad, 
and he’s a-gin’ ‘em.

Surrounded by a small assemblage of Tea Party 
poopers, a handful of political Neanderthals and a 
near regiment of reporters, temper tantrum throwing 
and tyrannical Tom did what he always does best: al-
lege to be America’s only honest politician and the 
single most important source of solutions for all that 
ails our ailing state.

Encased within his simplistic worldview and made 
up only of stark choices – those being good versus 
evil, right opposed to wrong, us against them – the 
former U.S. senator and still doctor offered his usual 
palaver that all it takes to right the Ship of State is 
transparency, accountability and honesty.

These self-centered and biased beliefs became 
abundantly clear during the 30-minute “worship me 
revival” session led by Saint Tom until – and this is 
where the fourth estate sometimes comes in handy – 
it was question time.

Our cynical Capitol scribes, rather than just falling 
under the spell of his rapture, came armed with sub-
stantive queries directed toward the “darling of the 
duped, the Messiah without message, the mime of 
Muskogee” who, when asked even the most routine 
of interrogatories, confirmed what so many political 
observers already know: this guy is all hat and no 
cattle.

For proof, I offer below some of the actual Q and A 
that transpired on the afternoon of March 27 between 
the mendacious media and clueless Coburn. The full 
video of the event can be found online at the McCar-
ville Report under, believe it or not, Dr. Hypocrite.

Here we go:
1. With a straight face, the pariah of the Potomac 

declared that “it’s easy to pass a tax increase,” ap-
parently ignoring the fact that there hasn’t been one 
here in the reddest of red states since the Red Sea 
parted some time ago. Just kidding. The actual year 
was 1990 in the form of HB 1017, the landmark ed-
ucation funding and reform package. However, let’s 
not quibble over the definition of “easy” because that 
probably would be as useless as President Clinton’s 

utter failure to define what the meaning of the word 
“is” is.

2. However, not missing a beat, the phony one 
also opined that the dirty deed of raising taxes was 
“rammed through in the dead of night” by his former 
worshippers camped out with only candlelight in the 
Capitol. Not remotely true because, even if lawmakers 
stopped for burgers and cherry limeades on the way 
home after voting, they still would have arrived there 
in time to watch themselves on the 10 p.m. news.

3. Another real jewel of jabber by the babbler was 
his bleat for “Medicare audits” to ferret out cheats, 
layabouts and abusers of this most beloved of federal 
health care services. Sorry, doctor, but wrong again. 
The program you were told to criticize by the state 
House morons standing next to you was “Medicaid” 
which, as you should know, is health insurance for 
children and disabled adults between the ages of 18 
and 64. It’s the life-saving coverage for millions you 
mislead by calling it ObamaCare and named for your 
one-time bosom buddy from Illinois. Medicare, to 
which you referred, is the third rail of politics avail-
able to old people and created by that socialist presi-
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dent, Lyndon Johnson, in about 1965.
Medicare or Medicaid, so what’s the difference? Oh, 

just about everything – at least to your patients.
4. Besides lawmakers, Hizzonner also criticized 

“the monied interests,” aka authors of the Step Up 
plan who pushed, prodded and cajoled Republican 
legislators to do what they hate the most: vote for 
tax increases to fund public education and adequate 
health care.

Adding salt to old Ron Reagan’s 11th Command-
ment – speak not nasty about thy fellow elephants – 
the state’s most powerful pachyderm urged the defeat 
of progressive voting incumbents by self-described 
“real conservatives” who long for the return of the 
gold standard, the doo-doo bird, leg irons and stocks 
for loose women and Christian-only preachers to heal 
wretched souls in the two chambers of governance. 
By all news reports, the Bible thumpers will be kept 
busy.

5. In his usual and anticipated sop to teachers, Co-
burn said, “We all support teachers and they deserve 
a pay raise,” but then the sly one added that “only 
60% of the money raised” goes to increase their sal-
aries. True. What he didn’t say – or probably didn’t 

know – is the other 40% provides very modest salary 
boosts to state employees, school support personnel 
such as cooks, nurses, bus drivers and security of-
ficers, as well as some money for new books.

Good grief! What’s not to like in that list?
6. And finally, when longtime Tulsa World report-

er Barbara Hoberock asked the frustrated fountain 
of misinformation whether he supported the gross 
production tax increase pivotal to the passage of 
HB1010XX, he stumbled, stammered and then weak-
ly explained he had not “kept up with the history of 
that particular tax.”

Really? If true, which I doubt, just what qualifies 
the good doctor to be dispensing advice, like pre-
scriptions, to lawmakers? Has he forgotten his Hip-
pocratic oath … something about do no harm?

In closing – and at Arnold’s suggestion because I’m 
writing this on Easter Sunday – I’ll end on a positive 
note. When asked if he plans to run for governor, te-
nacious Tom intoned, “No” – which hits a “high G” 
with me and certainly is a positive note.
Cal Hobson, a Lexington Democrat, served in the 
Oklahoma Legislature from 1978-2006, including 
one term as Senate President Pro Tempore.

West Virginia Walkout Was Template,
But Sooner Funding Crisis Much Worse

BY GENE PERRY

For nine days, teachers in West Virginia went 
on strike to protest their low pay and benefits. 
The strike did not end until West Virginia Gov. 
Jim Justice signed a bill providing a 5% raise 

for teachers and state employees.
Going into this showdown, the average teacher sal-

ary and benefits in West Virginia was $45,622, accord-
ing to data from the National Education Association. 
That put them 48th in the nation out of all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. Teachers in West Vir-
ginia made less than teachers in all but three states: 
South Dakota, Mississippi, and … Oklahoma.

However, when it comes to total K-12 spending, 
West Virginia spends 40% more per pupil than Okla-
homa, according to the U.S. Census. West Virginia 
spends significantly more than Oklahoma on all ma-
jor categories, including instruction [$6,501 per pupil 
in West Virginia compared to $4,466 in Oklahoma], 
teacher and student support services [$3,330 versus 
$2,353], and administration [$826 versus $686].

West Virginia only has about 40% as many students 
enrolled in public schools as Oklahoma and only 
about 10% as many school districts. But after ad-
justing for enrollment, West Virginia schools employ 
15.4% more teachers and 35.5% more administrators 

than Oklahoma schools.
So improving teacher pay is important, but it’s not 

the whole story. In Oklahoma, budget cuts have hit 
all aspects of public education, from teacher pay to 
class sizes, program offerings, librarians and school 
counselors, and more.

In this context, it should be no surprise that Okla-
homa teachers followed the example of West Virginia, 
organizing a walkout to put pressure on the Oklaho-
ma Legislature to raise revenues. Their task is both 
more urgent and more difficult.

The failure of Oklahoma to fund education is long-
standing, and a one-time boost in pay – while sorely 
needed – will not be enough to address the deep prob-
lems created by education funding cuts. Nor will it 
fix the extreme supermajority requirement that has 
put Oklahoma on this path and prevented lawmakers 
from passing any solutions.

Oklahomans are as fed up with the budget mess as 
our teachers, and it’s likely that a teacher walkout 
will be popular, at least initially. But it will put pres-
sure on kids and create real hardships for Oklahoma 
families. 

For the walkout to be worth the cost, teachers and 
all Oklahomans need revenue increases substantial 
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enough to address Oklahoma’s chronic underfunding 
of education and many other critical services. 

That’s why the Oklahoma Education Association 
says a comprehensive revenue package that brings 
resources back into the classroom is needed to end 
the walkout. 

They are joined by many state employees, who, like 
teachers, have watched state budget cuts erode their 
ability to do their jobs.

Oklahoma kids deserve well-qualified, well-paid 
teachers. They also deserve manageable class sizes, 
access to arts, foreign language, and other advanced 
programs, school counselors and librarians, five-

day school weeks, up to date textbooks, and essen-
tial supports from social services, public safety, and 
health care providers. Yet all of these have been cut 
again and again in Oklahoma for years now, which is 
why teachers have been driven to more direct tactics 
for change.

Ordinary tactics haven’t worked to save our state 
and protect Oklahoma kids. The walkout may be our 
last and best hope to bring the progress that Okla-
homa so desperately needs.
Gene Perry is director of strategy and communica-
tion for Oklahoma Policy Institute’ www.okpolicy.
org.

Raising Wages For Our Teachers
Is The Right Thing To Do

BY BILL JOHN BAKER

As the Chief of the Cherokee Nation and 
the son of public schoolteachers, it has 
troubled me to see the inaction at the state 
level as teachers across our great state 

struggle. The time for action is now, and Cherokee 
Nation is taking the lead by granting our certified 
teachers the pay raise they deserve.

Recently, I proposed – and the Cherokee Nation 
Tribal Council approved – a lump sum payment of 
$5,000 to all certified teachers, effective immediate-
ly. Additionally, certified teacher pay will increase by 
$5,000, effective the beginning of teacher contracts 
in FY18-19.

Over the past decade, the state of Oklahoma has 
made drastic budget cuts to public education. At 
the same time, teachers continue to meet additional 
demands beyond simply fulfilling the daily les-
son plans. From monitoring student safety to test 
preparation to finding ways to help students in need 
of food or school supplies, Oklahoma teachers go 
above and beyond the call of duty each day and with 
fewer resources each year.

We have the best colleges in Oklahoma [several in 
our jurisdiction like Northeastern State University 
and Rogers State University], which train our bright-
est minds for the educational workforce. Yet, sadly, 
when they graduate, they often leave to teach in 
other states or are forced to leave the children they 
love teaching for higher-paying jobs.

The state absolutely must address teacher pay this 
legislative session because we are in a crisis. How-
ever, Cherokee Nation will not wait any longer.

This pay raise is in keeping with Cherokee Na-
tion’s longstanding commitment and support of 
public education. We started the first institution of 
higher learning for females west of the Mississippi 
River. We established a system of free public edu-

cation well before Oklahoma statehood. We con-
tinue to achieve excellence today at Sequoyah High 
School, the Cherokee Nation Immersion School and 
through our support of public schools and students 
across northeastern Oklahoma.

In addition, we recently issued $5.4 million to 108 
schools through our car tag compact. The amount 
given annually has doubled since 2010, and since 
2003, Cherokee Nation has contributed more than 
$50 million to public education through the com-
pact.

Cherokee Nation is unwavering in its commitment 
to public schools, students and teachers. Our pay 
raise reaffirms that commitment and, I hope, sends 
a message to state leaders that they should follow 
Cherokee Nation’s lead and raise pay for all certified 
teachers in the state.

The Cherokee Nation understands the role of 
teachers. It is a profession that we know is of ex-
treme value and importance. Teachers impact so 
many lives and should be rewarded as such.
Bill John Baker is principal chief of the Cherokee 
Nation.

CALENDAR
April 19 – Central Oklahoma Labor Federa-

tion’s annual Labor & Friends Banquet, 6 p.m., 
Will Rogers Theater, 4322 N. Western in OKC, 
featuring Rev. Lori Walke as keynote speaker. For 
tickets and info, visit https://www.facebook.com/
events/2114782001994260/.

April 21 – Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty’s 27th Annual Meeting & Awards 
Dinner, 5:30 p.m., OKC University Student Union, 
featuring OU Sociology Professor Emeritus Dr. 
Susan Sharp Crow as keynote speaker. Visit 
https://okcadp.org for tickets and details.
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Surviving Measures To Reform SQ 640
Are A Choice Between Bad And Worse

BY DAVID BLATT

For a brief moment, it looked as though there 
might be one silver lining to the ongoing state 
budget crisis. Over the past two years, a ma-
jority of legislators have voted repeatedly for 

tax increases needed to avert budget cuts and make 
investments in teacher raises, health care, and other 
urgent priorities. In every case, the votes fell short 
of the three-quarters support in both chambers re-
quired to raise revenue, a provision of the state Con-
stitution since voter passage of SQ 640 in 1992.

As we entered the 2018 session, it looked like vot-
ers might get the chance to revisit SQ 640, which 
had been passed by a narrow majority [56%] in a low-
turnout election a generation ago. A rising swell of 
voices from both inside and outside the Legislature 
acknowledged that the state’s supermajority require-
ment, the most stringent in the nation, has made the 
state ungovernable by giving a small fraction of law-
makers veto power over the will of the majority.

In a January press release, House Speaker Pro Tem 
Harold Wright expressed his frustration that due to 
SQ 640, “it has been impossible to pass necessary 
revenue measures to provide for adequate core ser-
vices in Oklahoma: roads and bridges, public safety, 
education, public health and corrections.”

Wright was one of four lawmakers who introduced 
joint resolutions calling for a vote of the people to 
lower the requirement for revenue bills from 75% to 
60%, the same threshold as for school bond issues. 
The same proposal was part of the Step Up coalition’s 
package of governance reforms that was endorsed by 
a broad coalition of business and community leaders.

Yet while the failure of the Step Up revenue pack-
age to cross the 75% hurdle might have pumped up 
legislators’ resolve to loosen the binds of SQ 640, it 
seems to have let the air out of the bag instead. The 
first bill to lower the threshold to 60% to get heard 
in committee – SJR 52 by Sen. Lonnie Paxton – was 
defeated on a tied 5-5 vote in the Senate Rules com-
mittee. Both committee Democrats – Kay Floyd and 
Michael Brooks – joined with three Republicans – Na-
than Dahm, Rob Standridge and Gary Stanislawksi – 
to kill the measure.

While the Republicans’ rationale was opposition to 
making it easier to raise taxes, the Democrats’ main 
concern was losing their leverage to stop tax increas-
es that disproportionately fall on low- and moderate-
income Oklahomans and do not include more pro-
gressive components. 

Some Democrats have also insisted that any su-
permajority requirement apply to tax cuts as well as 

tax increases.
Following the defeat of SJR 52, Wright opted not 

to have his bill, HJR 1032, heard in committee. How-
ever, two weaker measures amending SQ 640 remain 
alive, and one of these could end up on the ballot in 
November.

HJR 1050 by Rep. Scott Fetgatter was originally in-
tended to lower the threshold to three-fifths but in-
stead now lowers it to two-thirds [67%], which would 
still be among the strictest requirements in the na-
tion. Following two hours of contentious debate and 
the defeat of a floor amendment Wright proposed to 
set the threshold at 60%, HJR 1050 narrowly passed 
the House on a 51-41 vote and is now eligible to be 
heard in the House.

SJR 61 by Sen. Kim David would lower the thresh-
old to 60% but only for sales and use tax increases.

Oklahoma already has one of the highest sales tax 
rates in the nation, and municipalities, which are 
heavily dependent on sales tax revenues, will cer-
tainly fight any new state sales tax increase, as they 
did SQ 779 in 2016. Sales tax increases also have a 
disproportionate impact on low-income households, 
who already pay a higher share of their income in 
state and local taxes.

SJR 61 would also allow for tax increases to be 
voted on at the time of the next statewide election, 
which could be at the same time as party primaries, 
rather than only during November general elections. 
SJR 61 has passed the Senate and can now be heard 
in the House.

Meanwhile, the House voted down HJR 1057 by Rep. 
Ryan Martinez that would have lowered the thresh-
old for a tax increase to two-thirds, but only in years 
when a revenue failure has been declared and only 
for a two-year period before the tax increase would 
expire.

Lowering the threshold for tax increases from three-
fourths to two-thirds would make it slightly easier for 
legislators to do the job they’re elected to do of re-
sponding to fiscal conditions in the best interests of 
the state. However, a real fix to SQ 640 should lower 
the threshold to a simple majority or at least 60%, 
and if more than 50% support is required for tax in-
creases, the same threshold should be required for 
measures that reduce taxes.

It looks, however, that the best that legislators may 
offer voters this November is a chance between bad 
and worse.
David Blatt is executive director of Oklahoma Policy 
Institute; www.okpolicy.org.
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Prepare Yourself: Oklahoma
Is About To Go On A Killing Spree

It’s Not Hard To Predict How New Execution Method Will Play Out
BY RENA GUAY

The future of the death penalty in Oklahoma 
may have been established in 2015 when Re-
publican Rep. Mike Christian easily passed 
a bill [HB 1879] that gave the state more op-

tions for executions.
Christian really wanted to help Oklahoma with the 

problems it was having killing people. Problems like 
the inability to get the drugs used in the deadly lethal 
injection “cocktail,” or the matter of people not dying 
efficiently when substitute drugs were used, or when 
non-clinicians missed veins, repeatedly.

Messy in physical terms, and maybe more so le-
gally. These court-based deterrents and delays are 
things governments like to avoid, after all.

So he “researched,” looking not only back in his-
tory for methods like electrocution [as revived in Ten-
nessee] or firing squad [Utah] but ahead to the very 
latest unscientific speculations being discussed on 
the world’s most accessible compendium of wisdom, 
YouTube. He found his solution in a documentary lit-
erally named How to Kill a Human Being.

What he discovered was the answer to prayers – if 
you can call the search for killing tools 
prayerful. Simple, clean, painless, with 
just the use of a basic and abundant gas, 
a barely trained DOC staffer could put 
someone to sleep in a few minutes – a 
sleep from which they would never wake.

It even has a nice, clean scientific name: 
nitrogen hypoxia.

Nothing rare, messy or difficult about 
nitrogen. You can buy canisters of it on 
Amazon. The primary problem for offi-
cials with this method, one might predict, 
will be those who complain that it’s too 
quick and painless to exact true justice.

Sixty-nine percent of the air we breathe 
is nitrogen. The other 21% is oxygen, and 
it’s this gas which we need to survive. 
The killing process is simply to replace 
the oxygen – in a sealed room or through 
a mask over the face – with nitrogen, in-
ducing unconsciousness, brain death, 
and stopping the heart. All within about 
six minutes, during which, as reported by 
those who face this experience acciden-
tally, there is no pain, perhaps brief eu-
phoria, before you are gone.

Thanks to Christian’s YouTube investi-
gation, once again Oklahoma will lead the 
way in developing new methods of state 
killing, as it did in 1977 when OK Medi-
cal Examiner Jay Chapman first cooked 
up the lethal injection protocol using the 
very same arguments.

And judging from the outcome of SQ 
776 in 2016, most Oklahomans [66%] are 
perfectly OK with Christian’s solution – 
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or any other – as long as the death penalty continues 
to be an Oklahoma standard. Any detours along that 
predictable route – the Supreme Court case Glossip 
v. Gross, the Death Penalty Review Commission’s Re-
port with 46 recommendations for the state to meet 
before executions resume – those were just brief and 
unimportant side tours in the steady course this 
state has maintained since 1976 when the death pen-
alty was again allowed by SCOTUS if little matters of 
constitutionality like arbitrariness were addressed 
by the states. [Forty-two years later, these concerns 
still exist, but never mind that.]

The way ahead was cleared of any detritus from 
those interruptions on March 14, when Oklahoma At-
torney General Mike Hunter held a press conference 
to make the inevitable official: Executions would 
resume, dumping the now-troublesome lethal injec-
tion protocol, using rather the new method Christian 
found on the Internet. Just as untested as the old 
one when first performed, Oklahoma could get back 
to what it does with such fervor and dedication: kill-
ing its undesirables.

Referring to nitrogen with the clinical term “inert 

gas,” Hunter said in a press release that the new pro-
cedure 

[…] is the best way for the state to move forward 
with executions and ensure justice is met for victims 
of heinous crimes.

“Executions are the most profound application of 
state power,” Attorney General Hunter said. “I be-
lieve in justice for victims and their families, and in 
capital punishment as appropriate for dealing with 
those whose commit these crimes. Using an inert 
gas will be effective, simple to administer, easy to ob-
tain and requires no complex medical procedures.”

DOC Director Joe Allbaugh said he was “working to 
develop a protocol and procedure to carry out future 
executions.” While he did not go into details, what 
this means is fitting out a room to serve as a gas 
chamber for the inmates on Oklahoma’s death row. 

Thankfully, at least to date, none of the officials 
have taken their arguments to their logical conclu-
sion and suggested that all the inmates on Oklaho-
ma’s death row be herded in at once, locked in and 
put to sleep en masse. But let’s be honest: much 
more effective, simple and easy! And cheaper, that’s 
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important in these days of budget cuts.  
No, the death penalty in Oklahoma is back on track. 

We will soon have a steady, rapid pace of individual 
executions – perhaps even more horrific as state-
sanctioned murder again becomes a normalized rou-
tine and the press goes back to dozing through them.

The vigilers who gather at the Governor’s Man-
sion to mark and protest each one should clear their 
schedule this fall. 

Harris Renews Fight Against Inequality
BY JOSEPH H. CARTER SR.

Former Oklahoma U.S. Sen. Fred R. Harris’s 
campaign for president fizzled and he left his 
home state. But he remains active.

A major op-ed treatise titled “The Unmet 
Promise of Equality” published March 1 in the New 
York Times dramatically attests to the reality that 
Harris’s presidential loss hurt America more.

Harris, the son of an Oklahoma cowboy, excelled 
academically at the University of Oklahoma and as 
a Lawton lawyer was elected to the Legislature, be-
coming a dynamo in the Oklahoma Senate. In 1964 at 
age 33, Harris upset famous Oklahoma football coach 
Bud Wilkinson to win a U.S. Senate seat.

Two years later, amid the fiery urban riots and fire 
that terrorized about 100 cities across America, Pres-
ident Johnson tapped Harris to be a member of the 
historic Kerner Commission that investigated and 
proclaimed that “white society is deeply implicated 
in the ghetto” where most fires started.

Both Sen. Bobby Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther 
King had been assassinated and most vividly Wash-
ington D.C. and Detroit were set afire by angry, im-
poverished Americans – mostly African American. 
The Kerner Commission’s report sold a couple mil-
lion copies nationally and Harris’s fight for the poor, 
underdogs and non-whites was attacked by so-called 
“conservatives.”

In Oklahoma, as a then-practicing political reporter 
and pundit, I can attest that the report and Harris’s 
stances were reviled and he was branded a “liberal” 
by racist, rightwing papers and Republicans.

As a result, Fred R. Harris of Cotton County stood 
little chance being re-elected. Following Harris’s rac-
es for president, this intellectual product of Oklaho-
ma public schools and the tax-supported University 
of Oklahoma, accepted a professorship at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico – a strongly embraced move in a 
more level-headed state.

Among achievements and a multitude of books, 
Professor Harris wrote one of the most interesting 
and accurate political science texts that ever graced 
academia. His mind has kept churning and his col-
lege classes were packed.

This half century later, Harris joined Alan Curtis of 

the Eisenhower Foundation to publish Healing our 
Divided Society: Investing in America Fifty Years 
After the Kerner Report. From that book, the Times 
published an excerpt that asserts that “in many ways, 
things have gotten no better.”

Not better than what the Kerner had claimed: “Our 
Nation is moving toward two societies one black one 
white – separate and unequal.”

Absent basketball courts, football fields and en-
tertainment venues, Harris and Curtis’ three-quarter 
page op-ed subheads claim “A Return to Segregation,” 
“Inequality that would shock the Commission’s Mem-
bers” and “The Tragedy of Mass Incarceration.”

The assertions are supported by statistics, charts 
and strong words.

About education: “in many ways, things have gotten 
no better – or have gotten worse – since 1968. Public 
schools have been re-segregated for decades. Today 
the gap between poor and richer American students 
in access to qualified teachers is among the highest 
in the world ... One reason ... schools are released 
from court mandated desegregation.”

About equality: the two assert that “Americans liv-
ing in extreme poverty – less than half the poverty 
threshold – has increased since the 1970s ... the top 
1% receive 52% of all new income.”

The Kerner report, written partly by Harris, called 
for “massive and sustained” investments in jobs and 
education to reduce poverty, inequality and racial in-
justice.” The current update asks the question: “Have 
we made progress in the last 50 years?”

I answer: one piece of evidence is that Republican 
Gov. Mary Fallin and GOP lawmakers in Oklahoma 
have reduced many public schools to four-day ses-
sions.

At age 87, Cotton County farm boy Fred Harris still 
deserves the forums, and time remains ripe for Okla-
homa and America to follow his advice and scholarly 
leadership.
Joseph H. Carter Sr. is author of President or Prec-
edent: Carl Albert’s History Changing Choice [Ama-
zon], Never Met A Man I Didn’t Like: The Life and Writ-
ings of Will Rogers [HarperCollins] and The Quotable 
Will Rogers [Gibbs Smith Publishers].

Meanwhile, death row exonerations also continue, 
just as predictably, with our unjust, racist and capri-
cious system. Since 1973, 161 convicted of murder, 
pending execution, were fully cleared of the crime. Of 
those, 10 were in Oklahoma. 
Rena Guay is a writer and activist in Oklahoma City. 
She recently served as the Oklahoma State Death 
Penalty Abolition Coordinator for Amnesty Interna-
tional USA. 
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The Never-Ending Battle
For Kiamichi-Sardis Water

The city of Oklahoma City has spent at least 
21 years and who-knows-how-much money 
in its efforts to get water from Sardis Lake in 
southeastern Oklahoma. Yet it appears that 

the legal fight with opponents of the plan will con-
tinue for the foreseeable future.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers constructed the 
dam and lake in 1977-82 under a contract negotiated 
with the State of Oklahoma in 1974, for the purpose 
of selling water to municipalities and industrial cus-
tomers in the Sooner State.

The lake lies in Pushmataha and Latimer counties, 
and was created by impounding waters of Jackfork 
Creek, a tributary of the Kiamichi River.

According to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
[OWRB], Sardis Lake encompasses 13,500 acres and 
its volume is 233,000 acre-feet [75.9 billion gallons of 
water]. The headwaters of the Kiamichi rise in LeFlo-
re County in the Ouachita Mountains, near Arkansas, 

and the river extends 177 miles to where it empties 
into the Red River south of Hugo.

State Reneged On Lake Contract
The state of Oklahoma agreed to make 50 annual 

SPECIAL REPORT
This series of stories – appearing on pages 16-19 
and continuing on 46-47 – was reported and writ-
ten by Michael W. Ray, a fifth-generation newsman 
who has been a journalist for 49 years. Ray was a 
reporter and/or editor on newspapers in Oklahoma 
[Lawton Constitution, Stillwater NewsPress, Musk-
ogee Phoenix, OKC Friday, Pawnee Chief and the 
Yale News] and Texas [Odessa American and Borger 
News-Herald], worked as a media director for the 
Oklahoma House of Representatives for 19 years, 
covers city government in The Village and Nichols 
Hills, and is a general-assignment freelancer. 
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payments and to pay the costs of operating the Sardis 
dam and lake. However, the state Legislature discon-
tinued making payments on Sardis Lake to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in 1997.

The federal government sued the state of Oklahoma 
in 1998 for failure to pay the debt. In 2009 the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of Oklahoma 
ordered the state to pay $21.8 million in past-due ob-
ligations and more than $38 million, plus compound 
interest, on its future use obligations along with 
current and future-use operation and maintenance 
charges.

The issue was resolved during a June 11, 2010 
special meeting of the Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board, records reflect.

OKC Agrees To Pay The Debts
In Exchange For Storage Rights

A “transfer agreement” required Oklahoma City to 
pay approximately $27.8 million to the Corps of En-
gineers for accrued storage obligations of the state 
of Oklahoma. In exchange, the Oklahoma Water Re-
sources Board transferred its interest in Sardis Lake 
to the Oklahoma City Water Utilities Trust.

Oklahoma City also agreed to pay $15 million to re-
imburse the state of Oklahoma for all past payments 
the state made to the Corps.

Minutes of the meeting show that Oklahoma City 
also agreed to pay $79 million plus interest over a 50-
year period for “future water obligation costs,” and 
to make annual payments to the Corps of Engineers 
for Sardis Lake operation and maintenance expens-
es that average $140,000 per year. [http://www.owrb.
ok.gov/meetings/pdf/2010/bdminutes_0610spec.pdf]

State, OKC, Tribes Settle Lawsuit
Two Native American tribes sued Oklahoma City 

and its Water Utilities Trust, the OWRB and Gov. Mary 
Fallin in 2011 over the Water Board’s action, alleging 
that water would be diverted from historically tribal 
lands.

An 88-page agreement governing disposition of 
water in Sardis Lake and in the 1,821 square-mile 
Kiamichi River basin was inked in August 2016 by 
representatives of the state, the Choctaw and Chicka-
saw Nations, the City of Oklahoma City and the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. [http://www.owrb.ok.gov/
legal/OKC2007-0017/1a.%20agreement-160808.pdf]

[Twenty years earlier, an Oklahoma City newspaper 
headline from October 1996 declared, “City Closer to 
Buying Sardis Lake Water.”]

At that time of the state/tribal pact, Oklahoma City 
Manager Jim Couch mentioned Oklahoma City’s 
previous payment of $27.8 million and said the city 
would pay the other $15 million after its water stor-
age rights were perfected.

On Dec. 16, 2016 then-President Obama signed 
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Na-
tion Act, which formally ended the years-long feud 
between the State of Oklahoma and the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations over control of water in south-
eastern Oklahoma and Sardis Lake.

OWRB Hearing Examiner Recommends
Approval Of OKC Water-Use Permit

Last year a Water Resources Board hearing examin-
er, Lyn Martin-Diehl, submitted “findings of fact” and 
“conclusions of law” [http://www.owrb.ok.gov/legal/
OKC2007-0017/09-25-17PFOFof2007-17.pdf] that rec-
ommended approval of Oklahoma City’s application 
for a water-use permit. [OKC first applied for a permit 
to draw water from the Kiamichi River basin a decade 
earlier, in 2007.]

Oklahoma City proposes to appropriate 115,000 
acre-feet of water from Sardis Lake and the Kiamichi 
River at a diversion point “in the general vicinity” 
of Moyers Crossing, which is on the river about 30 
miles south of the lake and approximately eight miles 
northwest of Antlers. That volume is equal to almost 
37.5 billion gallons of water per year; one acre-foot 
is 325,851 gallons of water, or 893 gallons per day, 
enough to fulfill the needs of an American family of 
four or five.

In its amended permit application, Oklahoma City 
claimed its withdrawals from Sardis Lake would not 
start until 2035 and would amount to just 8,000 acre-
feet initially. The pumping would increase incremen-
tally over the next 30 years until reaching the maxi-
mum 115,000 acre-feet in 2065.

A “holding” reservoir would be built at or near Moy-
ers, along with a waterline that would extend to a bil-
lion-dollar second pipeline Oklahoma City proposes 
to build parallel to the 60-inch, 100-mile pipeline that 
transports water from Lake Atoka and McGee Creek 
reservoir to Lake Stanley Draper in Oklahoma City.

OKC’s application was protested by more than 80 
individuals and entities. Hearing Examiner Lyn Mar-
tin-Diehl dismissed 62 of them as parties to the ac-
tion but did allow them to offer their opinions and ob-
jections against the permit application. Protestants 
dismissed from the case for lack of standing included 
the U.S. Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Oklahomans for Responsible Water Policy, the 
Poteau Valley Improvement Authority, and the county 
commissioners of Atoka, Choctaw, Latimer, LeFlore, 
Marshall, McCurtain and Pushmataha counties.

OWRB Approves Permit;
Southeast Oklahoma Residents Sue

The state Water Resources Board accepted the rec-
ommendation of its hearing examiner and approved 
the water-use permit on Oct. 10, 2017.

A month later opponents of the action challenged 
the Water Board’s decision. A lawsuit was filed Nov. 8, 
2017 in Pushmataha County District Court by seven 
individuals who own land or businesses along the 
Kiamichi River. [http://www.oscn.net/dockets/GetCa-
seInformation.aspx?db=pushmataha&number=CV-
2017-32&cmid=38184]

Those plaintiffs are Dale Jackson of Clayton; Justin 
Jackson of Tuskahoma; Debbie Leo doing business 
as Miller Lake Retreat, Moyers; Larinda McClellan of 
Finley; Walter Myrl Redman of Antlers; the Louise A. 
Redman Trust; and Kenneth Roberts of Claremore, a 
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Tulsa University professor of chemistry and biochem-
istry who was born and reared along the Kiamichi 
River. They are represented by Norman attorney Kev-
in R. Kemper.

The petitioners asked the court to “overturn, set 
aside or reverse” the Water Resources Board’s deci-
sion to grant Oklahoma City a permit to take water 
from the Kiamichi River basin, or to send the case 
back to the Water Board for reconsideration.

A status conference on that matter is tentatively 
scheduled for May 10 in Antlers before Pushmataha 
County District Judge Michael DeBerry.

Locals: Kiamichi Basin
Withdrawals Would
Be Devastating

Among the complaints about the permit that 
would allow Oklahoma City to siphon bil-
lions of gallons of water from Sardis Lake 
and the Kiamichi River is the potential en-

vironmental and recreational impact on the region.
Oklahoma Water Resources Board [OWRB] Hearing 

Examiner Lyn Martin-Diehl wrote that she accepted 
oral and written evidence, testimony and comments 
in the case from Aug. 21 through Sept. 1 last year. 
[http://www.owrb.ok.gov/legal/OKC2007-0017/09-25-
17PFOFof2007-17.pdf]

In her “findings of fact” and “conclusions of law” 
subsequently submitted to the OWRB, Martin-Diehl 
said the protestants asserted that OKC’s diversion of 
37.47 billion gallons of water a year “may interfere 
with the flow of the Kiamichi River, particularly dur-
ing periods of extreme drought often exacerbated by 
the concurring factor of high heat, which may result 
in low or no flow in the river.”

A lack of flow “then results in decreased aesthetic 
value of the river, loss of natural aquatic and wild-
life – particularly environmentally sensitive mussels, 
loss of use by local residents and loss of tourism – an 
essential element of southeastern Oklahoma’s econ-
omy.”

However, Martin-Diehl continued, “To the extent 
these and other issues have not been specifically 
addressed in the Findings of Fact or Conclusions of 
Law,” the Water Resources Board “concludes that 
such contentions either are not supported by the 
record, not supported by the law, or are beyond the 
scope of the Board’s jurisdiction in this proceeding, 
and therefore should not be addressed by the Board.”

Critical Issues Ignored, Protestants Contend
Seven protestants who filed suit in Pushmataha 

County on Nov. 8 to reverse the OWRB’s decision 
to grant the water-use permit argue that the Water 
Board and Oklahoma City did not thoroughly con-

sider “the effects upon the environment and ben-
eficial uses relating to that water” in the Kiamichi 
River basin. [http://www.oscn.net/dockets/GetCaseIn-
formation.aspx?db=pushmataha&number=CV-2017-
32&cmid=38184]

The petitioners’ attorney, Kevin R. Kemper of Nor-
man, wrote that under a 1990 case decided by the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court, environmental factors 
must be considered when the OWRB evaluates a per-
mit application.

In addition, Kemper wrote, the Water Board’s de-
cision “violates Oklahoma law if it fails to take into 
account beneficial uses sufficiently.” Under the Okla-
homa Administrative Code, Kemper shows, the Water 
Board’s definition of beneficial use includes “recre-
ation, fish and wildlife.”

The water settlement announced in 2016 by the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, the state of Oklaho-
ma and the city of Oklahoma City provides on pages 
44-45 that “the purposes for which water” from the 
lake and the river may be used shall include “inciden-
tal purposes in Sardis Lake for recreation, fish and 
wildlife benefits … ” [http://www.owrb.ok.gov/legal/
OKC2007-0017/1a.%20agreement-160808.pdf]

In a study prepared by professors from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University for 
the Oklahoma Water Resources Center at OSU, the 
three PhD researchers wrote that annual precipita-
tion in the Kiamichi River basin “ranges between 48 
and 56 inches annually.” However, because of the 
“steep topography and thin soils of the Ouachita 
and Kiamichi mountains” the watershed has “very 
high runoff per square mile” and therefore is “highly 
susceptible to drought conditions in the uplands.” 
[http://water.okstate.edu/watersheds/kiamichi/]

Kiamichi Wildlife Would Be At-Risk
In Save the Kiamichi River, a three-and-a-half-min-

ute film narrated by Greg Martin and produced by 
Floyd Breshears, they relate that the watercourse is 
home to “a diverse population of wildlife.” According 
to the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conserva-
tion, they report, the river is home to 149 bird spe-
cies, nearly four dozen species of mammals, and 134 
fish species. [https://www.facebook.com/greg.mar-
tin.710/videos/g.1500507249967857/1020444227957
2388/?type=2&theater&ifg=1]

The river is home to “a variety of mussels and a 
wide diversity of fish species,” the Water Resources 
Center study related.

Area residents, including Walter Myrl Redman of 
Antlers, claim that the Ouachita Rock Pocketbook 
mussel is endangered, and two other species, the 
scaleshell mussel and the winged mapleleaf mussel, 
also are at risk.

Redman filed a protest with the OWRB against 
OKC’s permit application on June 30, 2017. [www.
owrb.ok.gov/legal/OKC2007-0017/20.%2007-03-
17%20Amended%20protest%20of%20Walter%20
Myrl%20Redman.pdf]

 Among his reasons, he wondered what effect OKC’s 
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huge water withdrawals would have on endangered 
species in the river’s watershed, and pointed to a re-
ported published in 2015 by University of Oklahoma 
Professor Caryn C. Vaughn on the impact of “drought-
induced changes” on mussels. [http://onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ece3.1442/full]

Additionally, the researchers who produced the re-
port for the Water Resources Center said the Kiamichi 
River watershed is home to three federally designated 
endangered species: the Indiana bat, the red-cockad-
ed woodpecker, and the leopard darter.

Nevertheless, the OWRB hearing examiner exclud-
ed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a party to the 
case on the grounds of “lack of standing.”

Tourism, Economy Would Be Affected
“[S]ome of the issues that I feel would result in 

harm to me and my community,” Redman cited in his 
protest letter, include “infringement of landowners’ 
irrigation/water rights” on the Kiamichi River; poten-
tial declines in the values of property along the river; 
potential future loss of water “for drinking and eco-
nomic development for the Town of Antlers;” and de-
clines in tourism in the area.

The study prepared for the Oklahoma Water Re-
sources Center at OSU noted that the Kiamichi Basin 
has “a natural-resource and tourism-driven econo-
my.”

If Oklahoma City ultimately prevails in court, for-
mer state legislator Jerry Ellis of Valliant said, 
“southeastern Oklahoma will not receive anything 
that would equal the value of the water they’ll be tak-
ing, because its impact on this region will be devas-
tating.”

Ex-Legislator: OKC
Should First Tap
Local Aquifer 

A former state legislator from McCurtain 
County is just one of many who wonder why 
Oklahoma City hasn’t developed its ground-
water sources instead of once again looking 

to southeastern Oklahoma to satisfy its water needs.
Jerry Ellis, who served 12 years in the Oklahoma 

Legislature and lives in Valliant, is irritated because 
Oklahoma City now wants to draw water from a third 
source in the southeastern sector of the state. Okla-
homa City already pumps water from McGee Creek 
reservoir and Atoka Lake, both in Atoka County, and 
now possesses the water storage rights and a permit 
to withdraw water from the Kiamichi River and Sardis 
Lake in Pushmataha and Latimer counties.

Ellis contends that Oklahoma City should tap the 
groundwater aquifer beneath its feet before siphon-
ing off any more water from southeastern Oklahoma.

Oklahoma City is “sitting on its biggest source of 
water,” Ellis said: the Garber-Wellington Aquifer. The 
Garber-Wellington underlies Logan, Oklahoma and 
Cleveland counties and is part of the Central Okla-
homa Aquifer.

Central OK Aquifer Overlies Nine Counties
Dr. Kyle Murray, a hydrogeologist with the Okla-

homa Geological Society and the University of Okla-
homa Hydrogeology Lab, prepared a report in 2012 on 
recharge rates in the entire Central Oklahoma Aqui-
fer. [http://ogs.ou.edu/docs/geologynotes/GN-V72N2.
pdf]

The “geologic units” that comprise the aquifer [sed-
imentary rocks of the Garber, Wellington and Hen-
nessey formations, along with three other groups] ex-
tend from the northern to the southern borders of the 
state, Murray wrote, but its “water-bearing” regions 
lie between the Cimarron River on the north and the 
Canadian River on the south.

The Central Oklahoma Aquifer encompasses ap-
proximately 1.85 million acres [2,890 square miles] 
that underlie all of Oklahoma and Cleveland coun-
ties, and parts of Canadian, Kingfisher, Lincoln, Lo-
gan, Payne, Pottawatomie and Seminole counties, 
Murray wrote in his report.

However, the “effective recharge area” is closer to 
1.28 million acres, and typical annual precipitation in 
that area would result in almost 198,800 to 396,500 
acre-feet of recharge annually, Murray wrote. That 
amount would “far exceed the range of estimated 
groundwater use [26,682 to 46,844 acre-feet]” from 
the aquifer during the years 1990 to 2005, he pointed 
out.

Some of the Garber-Wellington Aquifer was contam-
inated with toxic substances from industrial process-
es in years past, and Ellis believes that some of the 
aquifer has been polluted more recently from chemi-
cals used in hydraulic fracturing [“fracking”] that’s 
practiced on oil and gas wells throughout this state.

Also, some wells in the Garber-Wellington are taint-
ed with naturally occurring arsenic.

Nevertheless, much of the Central Oklahoma Aqui-
fer is potable. According to the Association of Central 
Oklahoma Governments, all of the major communi-
ties in central Oklahoma, with the exception of Okla-
homa City, depend solely or partially on groundwater 
from the Garber-Wellington.

Hearing Examiner Says OKC Has No Alternative
Other Than Kiamichi River / Sardis Lake

In her “Findings of Fact” and “Conclusions of Law,” 
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board’s hearing ex-
aminer, Lyn Martin-Diehl, wrote that Oklahoma City 
“presented evidence that it had considered and found 
no alternative source of stream water offering similar 
volume, quality and affordability similar to that of-
fered by the Kiamichi … ” Martin-Diehl also wrote that 
Oklahoma City “has shown that groundwater of good 
quality is unavailable in the central Oklahoma area 
from which to draw needed water.” [http://www.owrb.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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The NRA’s Latest Very Bad Idea
BY MARION HILL

Guns and schools – two words that don’t belong in 
the same sentence, IMHO.

The idea by Wayne LaPierre, head of the National 
Rifle Association [NRA], which recently came out 
of Trump’s mouth also, to arm teachers in public 
schools is a particularly bad one, even from this 
pair. There may be some teachers – especially ones 
with prior military or law enforcement experience 
– who would be comfortable packing heat. But I sus-
pect most would be horrified at having this addition-
al responsibility thrust onto their already burdened 
shoulders.

When I was teaching in college years ago, I would 
have said, “No way.”

I have no beef with most gun-owners – some of my 
best friends own guns:-), go hunting, and are mem-
bers of the NRA – but I think LaPierre is bought and 
paid for by the gun manufacturers. He, and they, 
favor any idea that sells more guns.

I can’t believe people in law enforcement would 
think that arming all teachers is a good idea, either. 
In fact, I’ve heard former FBI agents interviewed 
on television to the effect that this would be cata-
strophic from a law enforcement perspective.

Suppose the cops are called to go into a school 
where there’s an active shooter, and suppose one 
officer – who’s already tense and anxious about 
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confronting a life-threatening situation on his job – 
sees more than one person with a gun in that school 
building? How can he tell who’s the “bad guy” and 
who are the “good guys”? It would be human nature 
to shoot first and ask questions afterward. After all, 
saving his own life, as well as the lives of whatever 
students and teachers are present, might depend on 
his acting fast.

Who knows how many innocent people could die 
in a resulting shootout?

When people are surveyed about their feelings 
on gun control, the results always overwhelmingly 
favor tighter controls, not looser ones. This is true 
of gun owners as well as those who’ve never touched 
a firearm. I had a conversation with my own siblings 
a few months ago – all of whom grew up in a hunting 
culture, are hunters now, and are generally conser-
vative politically – but each agreed with my assertion 
that people shouldn’t be able to buy any weapon 
they want, no questions asked, whatever their age or 
history regarding violence. They also said the as-
sault rifle should be banned, since it’s not used for 
hunting or sport but specifically to kill people.

So can we at least start there? Let’s ban the as-
sault rifle – AGAIN, that is, since it was banned 
before for a time and the prohibition was allowed 
to lapse. And let’s insist on a background check for 
every gun purchaser, even at gun shows.

Beyond those widely supported measures, we can 
talk about other ways to keep guns out of the hands 
of children, the mentally unstable, and those with a 
history of domestic violence.

But arming teachers? No. They’re trained to teach, 
and that’s what they want, and should be allowed, to 
do.

Isn’t the job of a public-school teacher in Okla-
homa hard enough already with all the long hours, 
budget cutbacks, and blame from parents and others 
if Johnny doesn’t do well in his classes? Let’s not 
place a teacher in a position in which a stray bul-
let from his or her gun might inadvertently shoot 
Johnny.
Marion Hill lives in Durant.

Skirmish
Our Republican friends at NE 23rd and Lincoln 

Blvd. are finding themselves between a rock and a 
very hard spot with the teacher strike. They can read 
the writing on the wall and see that they are going to 
lose this skirmish over funding for public education. 
But they can take comfort in the fact that they are 
winning the war on many other fronts.

BY PAUL CARTLEDGE

They will wiggle and squirm between the 4% or 5% 
gross production tax [GPT] being bandied about by 
big oil. Failing either one of those, they can defer 
to SQ 795, recently given the go-ahead by the State 
Supreme Court.

SQ 795 supporters are seeking a spot on the 
November ballot to ask voters to approve a 5% ad-
ditional GPT [total of 7%] on all new production for 
a period of three years per well. All of the funds 
generated would go to common education: 10% to 
the state Department of Education, and 90% to the 
school districts on a per pupil basis. Spending at 
the district level would be restricted to teacher pay 
increases and/or new teacher hiring.

Meanwhile, the beat goes on with Republican 
achievements in pursuit of the Grover Norquist 
model, backed by the Kochs, et al – “Government 
so small you can drown it in a bathtub.” And drown 
it they will, even if it has to be done one puppy at a 
time. The end goal of this downsizing of government 
is plutocracy.

It’s a long-term plan the Kochs are backing, and 
the centerpiece is tax cuts at the state and federal 
levels. The Republican Party is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of the Koch Brothers, and even if they have 
to concede to a small temporary reprieve for public 
education in places like Oklahoma, they still wield a 
two-edged sword with the tax cuts. 

These tax cuts not only enrich the rich, but also at 
the same time deprive government of funding. With 
limited funding, they reason, time is on their side.  
Government will be greatly weakened and more 
problematic to deliver.

If the GOP can take control of 38 states, the Kochs 
plan to orchestrate the calling of a constitutional 
convention, where they can slash away at demo-
cratic principles and replace them with amendments 
favorable to plutocracy. Recent court challenges to 
blatant Republican gerrymandering in several states 
are fueling U.S. Senate Republicans, working with 
Trump to fill federal judgeships at a frenetic pace.

Trump is all in on stoking the plutocracy, evi-
denced by his ripping a $2 trillion hole in the federal 
treasury via “tax reform” of the rich, by the rich, and 
for the rich. At the same time, he is busily shredding 
federal regulations, the demise of which are harmful 
to our planet and our democracy, but of great benefit 
to the captains of capitalism.

It’s a done deal. The tax cuts are in. They know 
that to undo the tax cuts would require the elec-
tion of super majorities of Democratic legislators at 
state and federal levels, concurrent with elections 
of Democratic governors and president of the United 
States.

And that is a highly unlikely set of circumstances 
for any time in the foreseeable future.
Paul Cartledge lives in Durant.
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Chief Wahoo
Not Benched
BY GARY EDMONDSON

This is slated to be the last year the Cleveland 
Indians wear the grinning cartoon image of Chief 
Wahoo on their caps and uniforms.

That bad caricature – around only since 1947 – has 
been a source of criticism from Native Americans 
and others opposed to such outrageous racism.

But take heart, those of you whose heritage har-
bors racist hatred, the Indians organization will con-
tinue to sell said stereotyped caps and what-nots.

The Indians have a peculiar place in the racist 
mascot debate. They were actually named for an 
Indian, one guy, Lou Sockalexis.

In 1897, Sockalexis joined the Cleveland Spiders 
of the National League. Playing steadily only in the 
first half of the season, he was phenomenal, before 
hurting his ankle and hitting the bottle, not neces-
sarily in that order.

He finished the year with a .338 batting average 
in 66 games. His flair made him a fan favorite. And 
many stars who saw him play waxed eloquently 
about his talents.

But his lack of discipline made him a manager’s 
nightmare. He played in only 28 more games over 
the next two years.

1899 was the year the Spiders’ owners shifted 
their better players to the St. Louis Perfectos [the 
year before they became the Cardinals], which they 
also owned, leaving Cleveland to set the low-water 
mark for futility with a 20-134 record and with atten-
dance so poor that the team played out the season 
on the road.

The syndicate teams of the 1890’s gave some own-
ers their own minor league reservoirs at the major 
league level. Worse than Derek Jeter giving his old 
Yankees’ pals Giancarlo Stanton for next to nothing, 
it was similar to the way the Yankees used the Kan-
sas City A’s of the 1950s and early ‘60s as a develop-
mental team.

Anyway, Sockalexis had become so unproductive 
that he cracked the lineup only seven times for the 
worst team in baseball history.

He was out of the majors after that – though he 
later cleaned up his life – and he died in 1913 at the 
age of 42.

Cleveland, meanwhile, went from worst to out of 
the league in 1900 before becoming a charter mem-
ber of the American League in 1901. The first year 
they were the Blues. The next year, the Bronchos.

Due to inter-league lawsuits, Cleveland wound up 
with Hall of Famer Napoleon Lajoie at the end of 
the ‘02 season. He was so good that sportswriters 
started calling the Cleveland team the Naps, which 
stuck until he was traded to the Philadelphia A’s 
after the 1914 season.

When a Cleveland newspaper held a contest to 
rename the city nine, the winning entry was Indians, 
and the man who suggested that sobriquet said he 
did so in memory of former fan favorite Lou Sock-
alexis, whose meteoric career had been refreshed in 
the local fans’ minds by his recent death.

Starting my baseball fandom in Indiana, I knew 
of the Indians mainly because ace Herb Score had 
stopped in Indianapolis on his way up. That, and 
rock ‘em, sock ‘em, knock ‘em outta the park Rocky 
Colavito.

The only Chief Wahoo I knew in my youth was 
former OU standout and nine-year pro footballer 
Wahoo McDaniel, who wrestled off-seasons under 
that name. 

He played more pro games than Brian Bosworth, 
Dusty Dvoracek and Teddy Lehman combined. [It’s a 
rough profession.] And Pro Football Reference rates 
his career on par with his OU predecessor, Jerry 
Tubbs, the first of Tom Landry’s middle linebacking 
stalwarts in Dallas.

McDaniel, who said his father was one-sixteenth 
Choctaw and one-sixteenth Chickasaw, would enter 
the wrestling arena wearing a Plains Indian-style 
war bonnet – not a standard feature of Southeastern 
tribes – and whoop and holler in a way that would 
likely draw much rebuke today. But it should be 
noted that McDaniel five times won National Wres-
tling Alliance heavyweight championships.

Wahoo was a heavyweight in both of his athletic 
endeavors.

Needless to say – but maybe not for those who 
don’t remember the 1950s and ‘60s – those were 
different times. We had Bill Dana doing his “My 
name Jose Jimenez” routines, along with Speedy 
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Gonzalez and the Frito Bandito – perhaps the most 
disgusting advertising stereotype until a dog was at-
tired to defame the Zapatistas. The Amos and Andy 
TV show was ending a successful run.

Westerns dominated TV, perpetuating every Indian 
stereotype – with some rare exceptions.

Probably the worst example of vicious stereotyping 
from that era was Mickey Rooney’s “Japanese” cari-
cature in Breakfast at Tiffany’s. It’s as dehumanizing 
as the World War II era cartoons it echoes.

Chief Wahoo, the wrestler, and Chief Wahoo, the 
mascot, fit right in with those times. But those days 
are long gone.

In fact, the Baseball Hall of Fame has announced 
that no new Cleveland inductees will feature Wahoo 
caps on their plaques. Slugger Jim Thome, heading 
into Valhalla this year, had already said he wanted 
the Cleveland “C” and not the caricature.

Early Wynn is the only player whose plaque bears 
the emblem – inside the C – though Bob Feller, Lou 
Boudreau, Bob Lemon and Larry Doby spent several 
years so capped, Doby the entirety of his Cleveland 
career. But the plain C was also worn, and that is the 
cap on their plaques.

The Indians tepid pseudo-retraction of the rac-
ist caricature indicates that they probably won’t be 
changing their nickname any time soon. But Blue 
Sox [Socks] could honor their origins and an old 
favorite without any racist overtones while providing 
a brand new line of merchandise to hawk.
Duncan resident Gary Edmondson is chair of the 
Stephens County Democratic Party.

Corruption Is
The Problem
BY SHARON MARTIN

The voices of the people can’t be heard over the 
thunderclaps of corruption and propaganda.

When money buys legislation, that’s corruption.
When money buys the message and the messen-

ger, that’s propaganda.
If you want to make an ultra-conservative really 

mad, just tell her that George Soros is behind a 
piece of legislation. This week, Soros was accused of 
paying millions of marchers.

If you have a problem with Soros but are fine with 
the Koch Brothers and Harold Hamm writing legisla-
tion for Oklahoma, you have succumbed to propa-
ganda poisoning.

Propaganda is a potent tool in a corrupt state. 
It allows corrupt politicians to pass corrupt laws 
without losing their voting base. Misinformed voters 

allow corporations and billionaires to avoid paying 
their fair share of the taxes that provide services for 
everyone.

The Founding Fathers weren’t saints, and they 
weren’t always right on the issues, including slav-
ery, but they created a Constitution that has lasted 
and evolved for more than 200 years. Thanks to a 
handful of Supreme Court justices, corruption, and 
propaganda, the Constitution is in jeopardy.

And don’t bring up Justice Stevens. No one is go-
ing to repeal the Second Amendment. It’s Roberts 
and his corporatist cronies you should fear.

Citizens United, which allows corporations and 
certain other entities to spend unlimited amounts 
of money to sway elections, legalized corruption. 
What’s more, too much of what is spent is dark mon-
ey. We don’t even know where it’s coming from.

When a handful of media outlets control the mes-
sage, the formula is complete. Fool the voters. They 
don’t notice that their own legislators have been 
bought so long as they are afraid that your legisla-
tors have been.

While students are marching and you are fretting 
over the latest conspiracy theory, the Legislature is 
free to pass laws in the dead of night that bear no 
resemblance to what you were promised or what vot-
ers need.

Lobbyists, like voters, should have the right to 
speak. What they don’t deserve is the right to con-
trol the conversation. They don’t have the right to 
buy legislators. Neither do billionaires and corpora-
tions.

There are plenty of things that need to be fixed in 
this country, but until we tackle the problem of cor-
ruption, nothing will be fixed but elections.

Let’s rally for an overturn of Citizens United. Let’s 
fight for free and fair elections. Let’s stand for the 
right of every single eligible voter to vote.  Then 
we can actually tackle things that matter – justice, 
infrastructure, education, access to healthcare, gun 
violence, and living wages.
Sharon Martin lives in Oilton. Her latest book, Not 
A Prodigal, is available through Barnes and Noble. 
Her recent children’s book, Froggy Bottom Blues, 
can be purchased in hardcover or paperback from 
Doodle and Peck Publishing and in paperback from 
Amazon.
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On Guns And Would-Be Kings
BY BOB BEARDEN

Once and future kings, both who are now and who 
desperately wish to be. We know a couple of them: 
Putin, or Vlad the Impaler, comes readily to one’s 
mind, as does the guy in China who was just elected 
[sans opposition] king [oops!] president, chair or 
whatever for life.

And, of course, we all know where our current 
orange guy weighs in on that issue. He hasn’t openly 
advocated to be but would certainly be amenable to 
being made president for life.

Human rights have been something that humans 
for far too long have struggled to enjoy and we in 
this nation wrote a document giving every single 
other of our citizens and future citizens that right. 
Albeit it didn’t include, at the time the document 
was ratified, all of our citizens, just mainly the white 
elite among us. Indentured servants, slaves, most 
people of color and women weren’t deemed good 
enough to be full-fledged citizens.

Every time we seem poised to make our Constitu-
tion live up to its lofty ideals along comes a clown 
or two who wishes to take us back into those golden 
days of yesteryear which actually weren’t so golden. 
Across the globe, as people struggle to be free, more 
and more dictators, wannabe dictators and outright 
despots are determined that humankind isn’t going 
to enjoy the freedom that it deserves.

And here in the good ol’ U.S. we have a nut job 
that people have hitched their star to and who has 
dreams of grandeur. As visions of sugarplums and 
delusional fantasies dance around in what passes 
for his brain, he longs to make America great again 
and in doing so become its president for life.

We know for some reason or other he owes his 

and foibles and the want and need to own more and 
more things material, we are being caught up in a 
web that threatens to drag us back into the 18th and 
19th centuries.

The new regime in DC seems intent on disman-
tling all gains in social progress and human rights.

We seem to be racing as fast as we can to start a 
nuclear war which would certainly set us back into 
the dark ages if it left any signs of human life in its 
aftermath. But dictators will be boys and like boys 
they crave their grown up toys of mass destruction 
without any real adherence to constraints upon 
their libidos or their minds.

And a small contingent of humans in this nation 
are hell-bent on loving their guns more than they 
do their own children. They have tied their tails and 
tales to the 2nd Amendment to the point that in 
their minds it is the only amendment that matters, 
and all other amendments are supposed to take a 
back seat as to the rights of all.

Though it is a totally misguided interpretation, its 
roots can be traced to the very problems of rights in 
this nation that should include all and that in actual 
fact the white majority [which is fast fading into the 
dustbin of history] has used as a club to keep the 
unwashed masses in their place over the past couple 
of hundred plus years.

The 2nd Amendment does not guarantee anyone 
the unfettered right to own a gun, unless you strip 
out the part that the NRA and other gun nuts chose 
to ignore – in the context of “a well-regulated mi-
litia.” Someone out in Montana or Texas or New 
Hampshire living off the grid is not part of a well-reg-
ulated militia nor is someone living in the confines 
of New York City, LA or any other metropolis.

But if you, like the NRA, rewrite the 2nd Amend-
ment whenever you quote it and leave out the part 
about a well-regulated militia [as did the five Su-
premes in their ruling] and read it thusly – “The 
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not 
be infringed” – then you can feel safe and secure 
in your mind that you do have an unfettered right 
to have a mean killing machine! Say like an AR-15 
designed for the sole purpose of killing as many 
humans as possible in the shortest amount of time 
possible.

But that’s not what the constitution says. And I’m 
with retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul Ste-
vens – we need to repeal the 2nd Amendment.
Bob Bearden is a trustee of the Central Oklahoma 
Labor Federation and a member of Mayflower Con-
gregational Church, UCC, in Oklahoma City.

soul not to the 
company store, 
but to Vladimir 
Putin and seems 
joined at the hip 
with Putin o the 
point of an abject 
refusal to call Pu-
tin on anything he 
does.

The struggle 
for universal 
human rights in 
the 21st Century 
continues, but 
as we humans 
struggle with our 
own consciences 

puBlIC forum
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Walkout
the hometown coffee shop but vote differently when 
they arrive in OKC.

2. What hastened a fair resolution to West Virgin-
ia’s teacher walkout is missing in Oklahoma: a gov-
ernor who gets it.

It is true that Rome wasn’t built in a day nor is Okla-
homa’s decade-long slide into the fiscal abyss going 
to be reversed in one session – though it could be if 
lawmakers restored the income tax to 6.75% and the 
gross production tax to 7%.

But Fallin likening teachers’ demands to “a teen-
ager wanting a better car” suggests she’s lived way 
too long in the Penthouse and forgotten her working 
class Tecumseh roots.

Remember last fall’s survey of Oklahomans who left 
for teaching jobs in other states? On average, they 
started at $19,000 a year more than they earned here.

The cost of living isn’t that much higher, if at all, in 
Kansas, Arkansas or Texas.

The OEA is demanding a $10,000 pay hike over 
three years. What the governor and lawmakers should 
know is $10,000 merely would restore teacher pur-
chasing power to 1992 levels. 1992!

West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice rolled up his sleeves 
and helped produce a strike-ending deal that resulted 
in a 5% pay raise for teachers, school staff and police.

Five percent seems small when compared to the 
15% already approved here. But remember: Oklahoma 
teachers already were paid less than West Virginia’s. 
And the Oklahoma walkout isn’t just about wages – 
it’s also about getting more money into classrooms. 
West Virginia spends 40% more per pupil than Okla-
homa [see Gene Perry’s excellent essay on page 9].

Sadly, Fallin’s “leadership” during the early days of 
the walkout was less focused on helping craft a long-
term solution to a complex problem than on depict-
ing teachers as ingrates – or worse, as partners with 
“outside agitators” like Antifa.

3. If educators and public school backers didn’t 
know it before April 2, they should now: They wield 
a massive stick when it comes to influencing Okla-
homa public policy.

Before late March, the last time the Oklahoma Leg-
islature approved a tax increase was 1990 – for HB 
1017’s education reforms. This spring, it took long-
gridlocked lawmakers a mere three days to approve a 
$400 million revenue package – again for education.

It wasn’t enough to stave off the revolt, because it 
wasn’t enough to properly fund vital state services, 
from education to health care, highways to child wel-
fare services.

The walkout’s message to lawmakers and their 
special interest benefactors: A slumbering giant has 
awakened. It cannot be allowed to hibernate again.

It’s not just teachers, state employees and their 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

families marching Jericho-like around the Capitol 
these days. It’s also students and their parents, blue-
collar laborers and ministers.

It’s all who recognize that public education is the 
cornerstone of the American dream – giving everyone 
as equal a shot as possible, regardless of race, reli-
gion, sexual preference or socio-economic status. 

The fact is, a decade-plus of civic apathy and indif-
ference yielded a failed state – Oklahoma scraping the 
bottom of the barrel in nearly every socio-economic 
category.

The key to a more progressive public policy is civic 
engagement, which begins with the April 11-13 can-
didate filing period.

All 101 state House seats will be on the ballot in No-
vember. So will half the 48 Senate seats. Plus nearly 
all statewide elected offices, including governor.

So far, despite widespread antipathy toward the 
Legislature [a nearly 60% disapproval rating], many 
incumbents appear to be unchallenged.

To enact serious, lasting change, there must first 
be a ballot box revolution that shatters the legislative 
status quo and breaks the big money stranglehold on 
the statehouse.

Otherwise, the shell games will continue – give 
teachers a raise one day, yank away $50 million in 
funding the next.

As state Rep. Jason Dunnington, D-OKC, put it, “It 
took us nearly 30 years in this building to raise tax-
es, and about 72 hours to turn around and cut them 
again.

“And we wonder why the public doesn’t trust us and 
we wonder why the public’s frustrated with us. Why 
they’re unsure if they want to send us back again for 
another term.”
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Six Ways Millennials Will Clean Up
The Mess Boomers Left Them

BY ROBERT REICH

Baby Boomers – my generation, born between 
1946 and 1964 – dominated politics and the 
economy for years. There were just more 
Boomers than people of any other genera-

tion. But that’s no longer the case. Now, the biggest 
generation is the Millennials, born between 1983 and 
2000.

Millennials are different from boomers in six impor-
tant ways that will shape the future.

1. Millennials are more diverse than boomers – so 
as Millennials gain clout, expect America to become 
more open. More than 44% of Millennials identify as 
a race other than white. And they’re more accepting 
of immigrants: 69% of Millennials think that newcom-
ers strengthen American society, compared to 44% of 
Boomers.

2. Millennials are more distrustful of the political 

system than Boomers – so as Millennials gain pow-
er, expect more anti-establishment politics. A strong 
majority of Millennials think the country is on the 
wrong track. Most disapprove of both the Republican 
Party and the Democratic Party. Virtually no Millen-
nials – only 6% – strongly approve of Donald Trump, 
compared to 63% who disapprove. A strong major-
ity – 71% – want a third major party to compete with 
Democrats and Republicans.

3. Most Millennials have a tougher financial road 
than Boomers – so expect them to demand changes 
in how we finance higher education. According to 
Pew Research, Millennials are the first generation in 
the modern era, “to have higher levels of student loan 
debt, poverty, and unemployment, and lower levels of 
wealth and personal income than any other genera-
tion at the same stage of life.” No surprise, then, that 
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Millennials are living at home much longer than pre-
vious generations, and getting married later.

4. Millennials view the social safety net differently 
than boomers – so expect them to demand that Medi-
care and Social Security are strengthened. Boomers 
move into older age, more and more of the federal 
budget is going into Medicare, Medicaid, and Social 
Security. Many Millennials even doubt Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Social Security will be there for them 
when they retire.

5. Millennials care more about the environment – 
so expect them to demand stronger environmental 
protection. Over 90% of them believe climate change 
is occurring, compared with 74% of Boomers. Over 
60% of Millennials want to reduce the use of coal as 
an energy source, compared with 28% of Boomers. 
And over half of Millennials support a carbon tax, 
compared with 23% of Boomers.

6. Finally, as wealthy Boomers transfer $30 trillion 

Parlaying Mid-Terms Into Local Power
BY SARAH VAN GELDER

It’s no secret that many voters are ticked off with 
the Democratic Party. By more than 2-1, Ameri-
cans believe the party is out of touch with the 
concerns of most people, according to a 2017 

Washington Post/ABC Poll.
Think superdelegates; DNC leaders who sided with 

Hillary Clinton at the expense of the Bernie Sanders 
campaign; compromises with the corporate elite; and 
behaviors that seem to disparage black folks, young 
people, and so-called deplorables.

Nonetheless, recent special elections show that the 
Democratic base is on fire, mobilizing, voting, and 
winning.

The stakes couldn’t be higher. Climate crisis, mon-
ey in politics, DACA, white supremacy, the future of 
the internet, gun safety, health care, public lands, 
regulation of the banking industry, civil liberties, and 
so much more are all being contested. With the entire 
House of Representatives, a third of the Senate, and 
many governors and state legislators up for election, 
much will be determined in the midterms. So, in spite 
of disquiet with party leadership, many are already 
working hard for Democratic candidates.

And some are doing this work in a way that builds 
independent power – power that can also be used 
to hold elected officials accountable, work for the 
long-term well-being of their communities, and take 
stands on issues the major parties’ elites may or may 
not support.

These folks are using the excitement and wide-
spread engagement that comes with a high-stakes 
election to build local organizations that are indepen-
dent of the party organizations. This strategy offers 
the possibility for remaking the Democratic Party [in 

to their lucky Millennial heirs, expect Millennials to 
demand a fairer inter-generational tax system. Ameri-
ca is now on the cusp of the largest inter-generational 
transfer of wealth in history. As very wealthy boom-
ers expire, an estimated $30 trillion will go to their 
children and grandchildren over the next three de-
cades. The tax code allows these lucky Millennials 
to inherit rich Boomer assets without paying capital 
gains on them, and paying far lower estate taxes than 
previous generations. Expect this to change.

As I said, I’m a Boomer – born the same year as 
Donald Trump, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, and Dol-
ly Parton, among others. It’s up to you – the Millenni-
als – to fix a system we Boomers broke.
Robert B. Reich is Chancellor’s Professor of Public 
Policy at the University of California at Berkeley; 
author of 14 books, including his most recent, Sav-
ing Capitalism; and co-creator of the award-winning 
documentary, Inequality for All.

ways that roughly parallel what the Tea Party did to 
the Republican Party] starting from the bottom up. 
But even more importantly, it offers the possibility 
of building a power base that can help remake the 
country.

I spoke to two luminaries in the world of organiz-
ing to learn how to make this strategy work: One is 
Heather Booth, who is the founder of iconic orga-
nizing school Midwest Academy; an activist for tax 
justice, marriage equality, women’s rights and civil 
rights; and [full disclosure] a member of the advisory 
board of PeoplesHub, an organization I founded. The 
other is Dan Cantor, national director of the Working 
Families Party, which works in 17 states on electing 
progressive leaders and building grassroots power.

Here’s what I learned from them that resonates with 
my own experience as a local activist.

First, build your local organization.
Join and support an existing group that fits with 

your values, if one exists, or start a new one. Consid-
er affiliating with a national organization such as In-
divisible, Working Families Party, or Our Revolution.

As you knock on doors, attend rallies, and in other 
ways support your favorite candidate, also build your 
own group’s power by expanding your email list, net-
work, volunteer base, and skills.

Second, build relationships.
Reach out to people you know, and also ask who 

else has shared interests and, especially, who is left 
out? 

In an era when racial and class inequality is wide-
spread, it’s important that movements put economi-
cally disenfranchised groups at the center of their 
organizing strategies. Organizers should learn about 
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the issues that are important to other segments of 
their community and meet leaders in local politics, 
civic organizations, and businesses.

Third, share power and build cohesion.
Create inclusive processes for decision making. 

Get good at navigating conflict. “One of the most im-
portant things is that the group itself stays together,” 
Booth said. “In my experience, we can deal with many 
kinds of attacks and strains if we stay together, but 
when we fracture, everything is more difficult.”

Fourth, make no small plans.
Set goals that are inspiring but achievable. “You at-

tract many more people if you’ve got a credible plan 
that people believe is a winnable plan. Design that 
from the start,” Booth said.

Fifth, build public awareness and name recogni-
tion.

“You want voters to trust that you have their in-
terests at heart and to remember the name of your 
group,” Cantor told me. “If you do that, candidates 
come flocking for your support because they realize 
that you are a shorthand way to signal to voters who 
to vote for.”

Sixth, create your own agenda.
What values and issues are most important to you 

and to others in the diverse communities that make 
up your town or city? Work together to set your agen-
da. Then question candidates about which of your 
priorities they will support.

“Every good idea – abolition, women’s suffrage, an-
ti-child labor laws, unemployment, Social Security – 
initially came from people who were seen as on the 
fringe,” Cantor said. “They organized … and slowly 
but surely these ideas capture people’s imagination 
and eventually migrate into the major parties.”

Today, that might include federally funded health 
care, which a majority of Americans favor. But the 
Democratic Party establishment has for years re-
fused to consider this option. If that’s important to 
your group, ask candidates if they will cosponsor a 
“Medicare for All” bill in Congress. If not, consider 

running another candidate against them in the pri-
mary.

Seventh, recognize that this is a long-term process.
“It has taken us a long time to get as weak as we 

are. Corporations have been in the saddle and riding 
mankind for decades,” Cantor points out.

By building local organization, the impact of our 
work is cumulative – each time we mobilize around 
a candidate or issue, we can increase long-term local 
power.

Eighth, start local, but then connect with other 
groups and other communities.

Together, locally based groups can galvanize enough 
power to counter the influence of big corporations 
and outside money.

“It doesn’t take you long to get to the point where 
you’re screening local candidates for Congress,” Can-
tor said. This doesn’t mean you will always win – but 
you will prevail much more often, and if you pick your 
fights, those can be important wins.

Ninth, once your candidates are elected, hold them 
accountable.

Meet with your elected officials regularly, Cantor 
recommends. “Don’t wait to see how he or she turns 
out.”

Elected officials hear from lobbyists all the time, he 
pointed out. They need to hear from you, too.

And if someone really abandons his or her commit-
ments, challenge them in the primary. “You only have 
to do that every now and then for that to send a mes-
sage,” Cantor said.

It would be easy to get swept up in the immediate 
demands of a high-stakes election. If we want fresh 
ideas and new initiatives, though – if we want to lift 
up the voices of those left out, and to put the inter-
ests of ordinary people, instead of corporations, front 
and center – we’ll need our own organizations. We 
can build long-term power in our communities and 
also help elect our favorite candidates if we work 
strategically, inclusively – and independently.

© NationOfChange

Democrats’ Votes Come From The Center
BY FROMA HARROP

Recent elections give the lie to the notion that 
America wants fiery liberal activists to run the coun-
try – an idea put forth mainly by fiery liberal activ-
ists. It turns out that even Democrats don’t neces-
sarily want them.

Consider a recent House primary race in Illinois. 
If there is any Democrat a liberal might want to 
see the last of, it’s Chicago-area Rep. Dan Lipinski. 
Lipinski voted against the Affordable Care Act be-
cause of the mandate requiring employers to cover 
birth control. [Let the record show that he’s since 
opposed Republican efforts to kill ObamaCare.]

Lipinski’s Democratic opponent, Marie Newman, 

had the ardent backing of progressive activists, in-
cluding Bernie Sanders. But Lipinski won, albeit by 
a hair. Blue-collar voters stuck with him.

For all the talk of how the Democratic Party’s 
“energy” comes from the left, ballot counts indicate 
that voters generally prefer what we call “the cen-
ter.” Nothing wrong with more radical contenders 
giving it a try, but in the end, the voters decide. 

Most Democrats aren’t looking for a revolution. 
They want health care, good wages and a decent 
education for their children.

On the issues, there was actually very little differ-
ence between Hillary Clinton and Sanders in 2016. It 
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was pose, with Clinton coming off as moderate and 
Sanders as firebrand. When the primary-season dust 
cleared, Clinton had amassed 3.7 million more votes 
than Sanders.

Some Sanders disciples persist in waving the 
bloody shirt. They argue that their man lost because 
the Democratic leadership helped Clinton. 

They are not wrong about the favoritism, but they 
ignore the thumbs that pressed on Bernie’s scale. 
His strength came in the caucuses, time-consuming 
affairs that empower activists, not ordinary Demo-
crats. In Washington state, which ran both caucuses 
and a primary, Sanders won the former and Clinton 
the latter.

Television thrives on spectacle, deeming crowds 
of cheering supporters as measures of grass-roots 
support. Recall the wall-to-wall coverage of Sanders’ 
torchlight parade in Greenwich Village as harbinger 
of an upset. Six days later, Clinton won the New York 
primary by nearly 16 percentage points.

The left wing reveres Zephyr Teachout, the ulti-
mate Berniecrat. Come the 2016 general election, 
though, Teachout lost her congressional race to a 
Republican in a district just north of New York City 
and in a state where Clinton bested Donald Trump 
by over 22 points.

Last month in California, activists denied Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein her party’s endorsement at the 

state convention. The political media began cogitat-
ing on “Feinstein’s troubles,” declaring her setback 
as evidence of California’s shift to the left. More 
accurately, it was activists being active at the state 
convention. After all, a recent Public Policy Institute 
of California poll had Feinstein ahead of her lead-
ing challenger, Kevin de Leon, by almost 30 points 
among likely voters.

A few left-wing purists did not rejoice at Democrat 
Conor Lamb’s victory in a southwestern Pennsyl-
vania district that backed Trump by 20 points. He 
had veered from liberal orthodoxy on a few issues, 
which, truth be told, helped him win. A writer in 
Rolling Stone worried that Democrats like Lamb will 
deflate the sensitive leftists in “the Resistance.”

Some resistance. When Democrat Ralph Northam 
was fighting in a close race for the Virginia gover-
norship last year, Sanders’ Our Revolution advo-
cacy group refused to endorse him. Northam’s sin? 
Expressing a skepticism toward sanctuary cities, 
which Americans share by large majorities.

Some on the left prefer the dramatics of agitating 
over the grind of winning elections, and that’s their 
right. But Democrats should regard them less as 
threats and more as useless. Democrats need to go 
after the people who voted for Trump in 2016 but 
Lamb in 2018. That’s how the Trump era will end.

© Creators.com
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Christian Dominionists Meet At Trump
Hotel To Answer ‘Divine Call To War’

BY BILL BERKOWITZ

In February, while NRA CEO Wayne LaPierre was 
regaling culture warriors at the annual Conser-
vative Political Action Conference with tales of 
socialists trying to take away their guns, Chris-

tian Dominionists were holding an event called “The 
Turnaround: An Appeal to Heaven National Gather-
ing,” at Washington’s Trump International Hotel. 

It featured some of the most prominent Christian 
Dominionists in the country. Although there are vari-
ous iterations of Dominionism, Dominionists are 
united in their belief that conservative Christians 
should take complete control of all the political, sec-
ular and cultural institutions in the country.

Though they are not nearly as well known as Chris-
tian Right leaders, such as Jerry Falwell Jr., Frank-
lin Graham and Robert Jeffress Jr., top Dominionist 
leaders like Dutch Sheets, Chuck Pierce, Cindy Ja-

cobs and Lou Engle are a force worth paying atten-
tion to.

Those leaders, according to People for the Ameri-
can Way’s Right Wing Watch, “are associated with 
the New Apostolic Reformation, which believes a 
triumphant, dominion-taking church will help bring 
about the return of Christ, and many are part of PO-
TUS Shield, a network of self-described apostles and 
prophets who believe President Trump was anointed 
by God to help bring that all about.”

Dutch Sheets, the go-to guy for the event, claimed 
that it would “play a prophetic role in getting the 
church to function as Christ’s Ekklesia, the repre-
sentatives of His Kingdom government on earth; as 
such, we will expose the enemies of God, disrupt their 
plans, enforce Heaven’s rule, and reform America.” 
In 2015, Right Wing Watch pointed out, Sheets said, 
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“We must realize that we are God’s governing force 
on the earth, which have been given keys of authority 
from Him to legislate from the spiritual realm.”

Sheets has also maintained that both the Depart-
ment of Justice and the FBI are trying to destroy 
Trump’s presidency, a belief also recently espoused 
by the Rev. Franklin Graham.

“We will operate in our kingdom authority while 
there, breaking the back of this attempt to render 
President Trump ineffective,” Sheets wrote in early 
February on his blog at dutchsheets.org. “We will de-
cree the exposing and failure of all attempts to sabo-
tage his presidency. We will release favor over him, 
enabling him to accomplish everything for which God 
sent him to the White House – including the turning 
of the Supreme Court! President Trump will fulfill all 
of God’s purposes for him.”

sary. Of course, their definition of Christianity is so 
extreme that it would exclude millions of Americans 
who attend mainline churches.”

What unites the “religious right,” under Boston’s 
definition, is its theocratic mission.

“The people who belong to this movement go by 
different names – Reconstructionists, Theonomists, 
Dominionists – but they all share a common belief: 
Our republican form of government should be re-
placed with a Christian fundamentalist theocracy,” 
Boston explained. “They may disagree on what con-
stitutes a proper form of Christianity, but their goal 
is to ‘reconstruct’ society from the ground up, along 
‘biblical’ lines.”

While Christian Reconstructionism has always been 
a small movement, “the writings of people like Rou-
sas John Rushdoony laid the philosophical ground-

‘Dominionists tend to interpret the most mundane 
events through the lens of what they consider to 
be biblical prophecy, and in a desperate ploy to 
cover their actions, some of them argue that God 
is using Trump as his instrument.’

– Rob Boston, Americans United

Right Wing Watch pointed out that Lou Engle, “who 
has called on Christians to pray that God would 
‘sweep’ the Supreme Court and other federal courts 
of justices and judges who uphold Roe v. Wade,” oper-
ates through a group called The Call. In early Febru-
ary, the organization sent supporters an “email about 
the prophetic nature of the event and the choice of 
Feb. 22 for its opening. The email asked readers to 
‘take up our rod of authority’ and urged people to 
pray for President Trump.”

Evidently, as Right Wing Watch reported, officials 
at Trump International were so taken with the event’s 
concept that the hotel lowered its prices to accom-
modate the Dominionists.

I asked two long-time movement watchers – Ameri-
cans United for Separation of Church and State’s 
Communications Director Rob Boston and Political 
Research Associates’ Frederick Clarkson – to help us 
understand why the Dominionist movement matters. 
Are its leaders effective politically in and of them-
selves? How does their connection to the Trump 
White House empower them? How does the New Ap-
ostolic Reformation fit within the broader Christian 
Right?

“Dominionists are the most extreme faction of the 
Religious Right – they’re people who literally embrace 
the concept of theocratic government,” Rob Boston 
told me in an email. “They’re latter-day Puritans with 
modern-day technology, and they would make this 
country an officially ‘Christian’ one by force if neces-

work for the rise of the religious right in [the U.S.], by 
providing a biblically sound justification for interven-
tion in politics, a position that for many years was 
seen as anathema to the goals of the church’s mis-
sion of personal salvation,” Boston noted.

According to Boston, the religious right has tried 
to distance itself from Reconstructionists, labeling 
them “as a fringe,” but “that’s only because the for-
mer finds the latter’s overt enthusiasm for mixing 
fundamentalism with fascism embarrassing.”

Nevertheless, “these two factions share much in 
common,” said Boston. “They are at war with much 
of modern life. They refuse to accept things like wom-
en’s liberation, LGBTQ rights, secular public schools, 
religious pluralism, democracy, modern science, 
higher education, biblical criticism, liberal Christi-
anity, non-theistic belief systems, and so on. To Re-
constuctionists, the 6th Century Byzantine Empire is 
a model society – except, of course, that they would 
install a fundamentalist Christian emperor and not 
an Orthodox Catholic one. They’re not likely to get 
us back that far, but if current trends continue and 
Trump keeps placating them, especially by putting 
far-right jurists on the courts, they could move the 
country a lot closer to 1950 than many of us would 
like.”

Frederick Clarkson, senior political analyst at Po-
litical Research Associates, has witnessed Sheets 
and others in action. In an email, Clarkson told me 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35
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Jim Hightower

How Low Can The Barons
Of High Finance Go?

Question: What do you get when you combine 
ignorance, ideological know-nothingism, imperious-
ness and incompetence? Answer: Betsy DeVos.

She is Donald Trump’s multi-billionaire Education 
Secretary who hates the very idea of public educa-
tion and loves the plutocratic idea of corporate rule 
over Democracy. DeVos presently holds first place 
in the contest for worst member of Donald Trump’s 
cabinet [a little like winning the title of ugliest toad 
in the swamp]. 

Her claim to be first among the worst has been 
buttressed by her bizarre eagerness to shill for one 
of the ugliest parts of the financial services indus-
try – the Wall Street-backed corporations that lure 
people into high-interest, financially-ruinous stu-
dent loans to attend rip-off for-profit colleges.

All across the country, five million students – 
largely single moms, veterans and other low-income 
people targeted by this nefarious network of colleg-
es, lenders and collection agencies – have defaulted 
on their student loan debt and have had their credit 
ratings and job improvement prospects destroyed by 
the profiteering private education system that DeVos 
carelessly promotes. 

Her latest favor for them is an insidious new policy 
she issued unilaterally asserting that her agency can 
pre-empt any state laws designed to stop the blatant 
lies and abuses of these loan-servicing corporations.

Her bureaucratic claim is that such a state effort 
to protect student borrowers “undermines uniform 
administration” of student loans. In her shriveled 
world laissez-fairy values, you see, program efficien-
cy trumps such basic human values as economic 
fairness and social justice.

Heavens to Betsy, what’s wrong with this lady?
Just in fiscal terms, our nation’s student loan debt 

has ballooned to $1.4 trillion, threatening to blow 
another big hole in our democracy. We need an edu-
cation secretary who’s smart enough work with state 
officials, students and responsible lenders, rather 
than conspiring and cavorting in her departments 
back rooms with fast-buck educational exploiters.

DeVos is bad, but the bankers she serves are even 

worse. “Greed is good,” proclaimed Gordon Gekko, 
lead character in a 1987 film lampooning the low 
ethics of Wall Street’s barons of high finance.

You might think that, surely, this Hollywood por-
trayal of big banker mentality is a gross exaggera-
tion, but check out an egregious example of Gekko-
level greed being pushed by today’s finance industry. 
Big banks like Capital One, Citi, Bank of America 
and Wells Fargo – through their lobbying front, the 
Financial Services Roundtable – have been going all 
out to kill a sensible labor department rule meant to 
protect people’s retirement accounts from the self-
serving guile of financial manipulators. 

The rule simply requires firms that manage these 
accounts to put our money in investments expected 
to produce the best returns for us, rather than in in-
vestments that pay the highest interest fees to them.

It’s hardly harsh to require these massive financial 
institutions to treat us common customers with ba-
sic honesty, applying a fiduciary duty that amounts 
to a Golden Rule for bankers. But, oh, the howls 
of outrage exploded from the Wall Street baronies, 
their lobbyists swarmed into Washington and scores 
of lawyers rushed into courts. 

To defend their right to be dishonest, the greed-fu-
eled bankers resorted to more dishonesty claiming 
that the fiduciary rule would hurt “smaller inves-
tors.”

Huh? Well, they prevaricated; only by misdirecting 
small retirement savers into high-fee investments 
can we make enough profit to give “affordable finan-
cial advice” to workaday folks. Again, huh?

These banks are wallowing in unconscionable 
levels of profits, but only the affordable advice they 
want to offer to us is blatantly bad advice, funneling 
our retirement stash into deals that benefit them at 
our expense.

Bankers claiming that they have a legal right to 
profit by deceiving and cheating their own custom-
ers is a level of gluttony so gross that it would even 
gag Gordon Gekko. To fight their absurd claim, con-
nect with Consumer Federation of America. 

© Creators.com
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Thieves In
The Suites

Today’s captains of corporate capitalism like to 
think of themselves not as mere businesspeople, 
but as modern society’s genius “innovators.”

Sounds positive ... until you ask the key question: 
Innovation for what purpose? After all, some of soci-
ety’s most inventive minds are flimflammers, Ponzi-
schemers, gamers and embezzlers. Sure enough, an 
inordinate amount of the innovation comes out of 
corporate suites these days, amounting to shame-
less schemes to dupe and rip off rank and file work-
ers.

The latest of these is a hustle called “gamifica-
tion,” an attempt by such giants as T-Mobile and 
Walt Disney to give game-like, “psychological” prizes 
to employees rather than giving pay raises or cash 
bonuses. As the honchos of United Airlines learned, 
however, not everyone bites the corporate bait.

United recently announced a new fun game for 
employees – rather than giving standard bonus pay-
ments this year, bosses were creating a dazzling 
sweepstakes lottery, with prizes such as luxury cars 
and $100,000 in cash. 

But the sizzle quickly fizzled as United’s 90,000 
workers realized that more than 99% of them would 
get nothing from this big prize scam, which actu-
ally would let top executives and big shareholders 
pocket the bulk of bonus money that was owed to 
employees.

United had hoped the game would create “excite-
ment” among the rank and file, but instead it cre-
ated resentment. Workers, naturally preferring 
bonus cash to bogus corporate excitement, rebelled 
with such fury that United is now reconsidering the 
switch.

That case aside, however, the push from corporate 
headquarters to replace real pay with cheap “psy-
chic income” [ranging from good-work badges and 
thank-you notes from bosses to doling out tickets 
for a sporting event] is on the rise. 

Major corporations are even hiring “chief behavior-
al officers” to analyze reams of personal data on em-
ployees to devise non-cash ways to motivate them.

Workplace exploitation is at least as old as the in-
dustrial revolution. But rather than using whips and 
chains to make the assembly lines move ever-faster, 
today’s corporate exploiters use technology, devious 
work schedules, and lobbyists to extract more work 
from employees – for less pay.

Walmart, for example, has tried to grease its pledge 
to provide next-day delivery for online customers by 
having its low-wage workforce use their own time 
and vehicles to drop off packages as they go home 

after work. 
Likewise, McDonald’s has imposed a complicated, 

high-tech ordering and curbside pick-up service that 
requires existing workers to handle more tasks, 
with no hike in pay.

There’s a technical term for such unpaid work 
requirements: Stealing.

Especially victimized by corporate thieves, how-
ever, are about 4.3 million Americans who make up 
our “tipped workforce.” 

Mostly employed as waitstaff in restaurants – from 
big chains like IHOP to the most exclusive dining 
establishments – these workers fall under a grossly 
unjust category of labor law that allows their em-
ployers to pay a miserly minimum wage as low as 
$2.13 an hour! The rationale is that customers will 
make-up for this sub-poverty pay by leaving gener-
ous tips – a convenient corporate lie refuted by the 
fact that 12.8% of America’s tipped workers live in 
poverty.

Luckily, Trump has intervened to help. Lucky for 
restaurant owners, that is. 

Bowing to demands by restaurant industry lob-
byists, Trump’s labor department has proposed a 
new rule allowing employers that pay the minimum 
wage of $7.25 an hour to seize workers tips and use 
them for any purpose – including fattening their own 
profits. 

Paying $2.13 an hour already amounts to a mas-
sive wage theft, but now the thievery is to be humon-
gously compounded ... and legalized!

Even the most notorious robbers in history would 
be too ashamed to pull a job this wicked. 

What we have here is the deterioration of executive 
ethics to the point that openly gaming and cheating 
America’s workaday majority is considered fair game 
by the avaricious corporate elites.

As America is learning, to its horror, the combina-
tion of unbridled corporate greed and abandonment 
of common ethics in TrumpLandia is turning wick-
edness into gold. – Jim Hightower
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The Fashion Of Silicon Knavery
How did it come to this? How 

was Mark Zuckerberg able to 
prance the globe vacuuming 
up the ad revenues that rightly 
belonged to the news organiza-
tions providing his content? How 
did he not notice the unauthor-
ized use of Facebook subscribers’ 
data by the Trump campaign? And 
how did he get away with making 
billions off the undermining of 
democracy while playing the care-
free adolescent in a T-shirt?

The first two questions are 
now under investigation. The last 
one, the role of techie fashion in 
advancing confidence games, is 
today’s subject. Let’s take a look 
at accused Silicon scamster Eliza-
beth Holmes.

Founder, CEO and chairwoman 
of Theranos, Holmes is in major 
trouble. The Securities and Ex-
change Commission has charged 
her and her company with “mas-
sive fraud” related to allegedly 
faked claims for a blood-testing 
technology.

Holmes amassed several billion 
selling a modern Silicon Val-
ley fantasy using old-fashioned 
smoke and mirrors. She built a 
“narrative” around herself as the 
mythical tech genius. She wore 
black turtlenecks like Steve Jobs. 
She reveled in having dropped 
out of college like Jobs and Bill 
Gates. She gave her blood-analyz-
ing device the brainy but simple 
name of “Edison.”

She used the concept-explain-
ing hand gestures seen in TED 
Talks, which she gave. Holmes 
didn’t take vacations and became 
a vegan. She made the covers of 
Forbes, Fortune and Inc.

Holmes became a darling of the 
fashion press, as well. Young and 
fresh-faced, she had her dark hair 
bleached blond and started sport-
ing red lipstick.

New York Times fashion writer 
Vanessa Friedman had Holmes 
down pat. The turtleneck was a 

“signifier,” harking back to the 
true original genius, Jobs. Wear-
ing the same outfit every day has 
become “the techie’s equivalent 
of the heroic uniform,” Friedman 
explained. And it speaks of single-
minded dedication to the mission. 
[No time wasted choosing between 
the red scarf and the green.]

Holmes was a pro at creat-
ing atmospherics. She filled her 
boardroom with illustrious older 
men – big names such as for-
mer Secretaries of State Henry 
Kissinger and George Shultz and 
former Defense Secretary William 
J. Perry. That they had little or no 
experience in the medical devices 
industry didn’t seem to matter.

But this was her most impres-
sive trick: Holmes raised money 
from Silicon Valley investors with 
the understanding that she didn’t 
have to tell them how her prod-
uct worked. Give her credit: She 
extracted over $700 million from 
savvy investors on the basis of 
signifiers and little else.

She wasn’t bad at dramatics, 
either. When reporters started 
questioning claims for the blood-
testing technology, Holmes played 
the Ayn Rand heroine fighting the 
forces of conformism.

“This is what happens when 
you work to change things,” she 

told Jim Cramer on CNBC’s Mad 
Money. “First they think you’re 
crazy. Then they fight you. And 
then, all of a sudden, you change 
the world.”

In a scene right out of George 
Orwell’s 1984, Theranos employ-
ees gathered at headquarters to 
chant obscenities about John 
Carreyrou, the Wall Street Journal 
reporter who unmasked the whole 
scheme.

Theranos’ victims were only in-
vestors. Facebook’s is the demo-
cratic West.

Stomachs turned two years 
ago when Zuckerberg boyishly 
chucked responsibility for Face-
book’s content: “No, we are a tech 
company, not a media company.”

Now he’s reassuring Brazil and 
India that Facebook will fix its 
security features in time to stop 
bad players from trashing their 
democratic processes. How did 
he amass so much power with so 
little regulation? The cosmetics of 
being just a clever kid uniting the 
world.

Zuckerberg now faces angry 
lawmakers, angry subscribers and 
growing numbers of angry for-
mer subscribers. He has a lot of 
explaining to do. He would do well 
to put on a tie and jacket.

© Creators.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31

Dominionists
that his understanding, after reading the promotional 
material for the event, was “that they intend to fill the 
atmosphere in Washington with ‘biblical decrees’ and 
that this is part of what organizer Sheets calls his 
answer to the ‘divine call to war.’”

“And when Sheets and other apostles leading this 
event say a divine call, they mean it,” Clarkson add-
ed. “I have seen Chuck Pierce stop the proceedings at 
an event to say he was receiving a word from God, and 
people gasp and hang on his every nuance. This may 
seem strange to those outside of these networks, but 
for many of their followers, this is their experience of 
the living God. Thus, it is no small thing when the liv-
ing God, speaking through his apostles and prophets 
is calling for ‘enforcing kingdom rule’ and raising up 
an ‘Army of Special Forces.’”

According to Clarkson, “Pentecostalism is the only 
growth sector in Christianity in the U.S. and the New 
Apostolic Reformation is the most politically dy-
namic element of the Christian Right.” However, the 
movement has not received much media attention. 
“They adhere to an urgent and animating vision of 
dominion, such that they are able to believe that God 
has chosen an ungodly man to accomplish his pur-
poses,” Clarkson added.

So why are dominionists so taken with Trump?
“The great irony of this movement,” Boston ex-

plained, “is that, like other Religious Right groups, it 
has hitched itself to Donald Trump, perhaps the most 
amoral, un-Christlike man ever to occupy the White 
House. Dominionists tend to interpret the most mun-
dane events through the lens of what they consider to 
be biblical prophecy, and in a desperate ploy to cover 
their actions, some of them argue that God is using 
Trump as his instrument.”

“Many believers would be offended by that notion, 
and others recognize it for what it is: a convenient 
excuse. The fact is, Trump is giving this crowd what it 
wants, so they are willing to overlook his many moral 
flaws and reckless behavior. It’s a typical political bar-
gain, and whether this crowd cares to acknowledge it 
or not, it definitely involved the selling of many souls 
and the shredding of mounds of moral credibility.”

“One does not have to take their hyperbolic utter-
ances seriously, but no one should have any doubt 
that their followers do,” Clarkson pointed out. “Hold-
ing the event in the five-star Trump hotel a few blocks 
from the White House is plenty of proof of the truth 
that they are carrying out the will of God and must 
stand up to Trump’s opponents, who must also be 
seen as the opponents of God.”

While the media focused its attention on CPAC, 
The Turnaround, went relatively unreported. “For de-
cades, the broad theocratic movement we call Domin-
ionism has been rising in plain sight, and now is a 

close ally of the president of the United States, enjoy-
ing access to power that ostensibly more moderate 
evangelicals can only dream of,” Clarkson declared.

In a recent speech at a luncheon in Nashville, host-
ed by the Susan B. Anthony List and Life Issues In-
stitute, an anti-abortion organization, Vice President 
Mike Pence told the enthralled audience that abor-
tion will be outlawed “in our time.”

“I just know in my heart of hearts this will be the 
generation that restores life in America,” Pence said. 
“I truly do believe [i]f all of us do all that we can, then 
we will once again, in our time, restore the sanctity of 
life to the center of American law.”

Whether Pence is right about that is yet to be deter-
mined. However, there is no question that the broad-
er Christian Right, which includes the New Apostolic 
Reformation, is serious about pushing conservative 
judicial appointments, which could lead to making 
abortion illegal again, and not just the halting of the 
expansion of LGBTQ rights, but even the reversal of 
marriage equality.

“Many of these rights are hanging by one vote on 
the Supreme Court, Americans United’s Boston 
pointed out. “If Trump gets another appointment, it 
could tip the balance and empower Religious Right 
legal groups to reopen issues we thought were long-
settled. Even under its current makeup, there’s no 
guarantee that the court [will not] adopt a theory of 
‘religious freedom’ that allows entire classes of peo-
ple to be discriminated against, denied medical treat-
ment or treated like second-class citizens because of 
someone else’s religion.”

“The danger,” said Boston, is not that we will wake 
up tomorrow living in The Handmaid’s Tale, but rath-
er that we will see a gradual erosion of our rights 
as the wall of separation between church and state 
is lowered by the courts. Whether a theocratically-
tinged government comes due to baby steps or a giant 
leap is irrelevant at the end of the day to those forced 
to live under it.
Bill Berkowitz is an Oakland, CA-based freelance 
writer covering conservative movements and co-
founder of the DataCenter, a research library for so-
cial and political activists.

© Truthout
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On Russia, GOP Probers
Looked The Other Way

BY JOE CONASON

Like crooked cops protecting a mafia don, the 
House Intelligence Committee looked the 
other way when drafting its closing report on 
Russian interference in the 2016 presidential 

campaign. 
Denying the obvious – and the shared assessment 

of U.S. intelligence agencies – the committee’s Re-
publican majority insisted that the Russians weren’t 
truly seeking to elect Donald Trump, and actually may 
have meant to promote his opponent, Hillary Clinton. 

The committee also ignored the mounting indica-
tions of connivance between the Trump campaign 
and various Kremlin-connected entities, echoing the 
president’s “NO COLLUSION” denials.

It wasn’t the best moment to sell such pablum to 
the public. Within days, we learned that Trump cam-
paign consultants at Cambridge Analytica illegally 
obtained data from 50 million Facebook accounts 

that were used for “psychographic” voter manipula-
tion. Overseen by former Trump campaign chief Steve 
Bannon, Cambridge Analytica is the same outfit that 
reached out to WikiLeaks to obtain Hillary Clinton’s 
emails.

Even before the committee’s minority Democrats 
could issue a full response, the laughter that greeted 
the official whitewash left its authors embarrassed 
enough to try walking back their most ridiculous 
claims. Rep. Mike Conaway, R-TX, the deputy chair, 
insisted that they hadn’t meant to exonerate the 
Trump campaign of collusion, but had merely failed 
to find any evidence beyond signs of “bad judgment.”

But to read the Democratic response is to realize 
that the majority didn’t exert much energy to uncover 
facts that might contradict their happy predigested 
conclusions. Indeed, the catalog of witnesses, docu-
ments and topics neglected or ignored in the commit-
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tee’s “investigation” will startle even the most jaded 
observer. Clearly, the Republican effort continued in 
the spirit of Rep. Devin Nunes of California, the com-
mittee chair forced to recuse himself from the Russia 
probe last year after his melodramatic meltdown at 
the White House.

According to Rep. Adam Schiff, D-CA, ranking Dem-
ocrat, the committee never interviewed or obtained 
documents from important figures in the Trump cam-
paign, including Reince Priebus, who became White 
House chief of staff; Stephen Miller, still a senior ad-
viser to the president; KT McFarland, who was depu-
ty to former national security adviser Michael Flynn, 
since convicted of lying to the FBI; former press sec-
retary Sean Spicer; former campaign aide Sam Nun-
berg; and several others. 

Nor did the committee bother to interview Natalia 
Veselnitskaya, the Kremlin emissary who met with 
Donald Trump Jr., Paul Manafort and Jared Kushner 
in Trump Tower on June 9, 2016, to discuss “dirt” on 
Clinton – even though the Russian lawyer agreed to 
testify.

Moreover, the committee allowed several marquee 
names in this scandal to assert dubious claims of 
privilege – notably Kushner, Trump Jr., Trump lawyer 
Michael Cohen, former Trump aides Hope Hicks and 
Steve Bannon as well as Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions – rather than insist that they provide complete 
testimony and documents under threat of subpoena. 
This surrender of Congressional authority to the 
White House bore a sad resemblance to the behavior 
of bogus legislatures under authoritarian regimes.

The list of what the committee didn’t do goes on 
and on. It made no effort to contact “relevant person-
nel” at Cambridge Analytica or to retrieve documents 
that would shed light on that firm’s attempts to ob-
tain stolen Democratic National Committee emails 
from WikiLeaks, which was acting as a “cut-out” for 
the Kremlin.

It didn’t examine the new evidence of connections 
between the Kremlin and the National Rifle Asso-
ciation, particularly the gun lobby’s generous friend 
Alexander Torshin, a Russian banker and politician 
with very close ties to Vladimir Putin.

And it never brought back Erik Prince, the spooky 
security entrepreneur, Trump pal and brother of Edu-
cation Secretary Betsy DeVos who convened a secret 
meeting with Kremlin representatives in the Sey-
chelles Islands – and almost certainly didn’t tell the 
whole truth.

This Keystone Kops clowning is what the commit-
tee describes, in the typically self-serving idiom of 
Capitol Hill, as “robust oversight of the threat posed 
by Moscow.”

Perhaps worst of all, considering that experts now 
believe we face another Russian incursion in the 
2018 midterm elections, was the committee’s refusal 
to fully confront that threat and provide serious guid-
ance to repel it. 

The Democrats complain that the GOP majority has 
shut down without talking to officials from the FBI’s 
new Foreign Influence Task Force, the National As-
sociation of Secretaries of State, the Department of 
Homeland Security and independent experts focused 
on election security.

At the very least, the minority report correctly ad-
monishes that the committee “should have held open 
hearings on election security to clarify the extent of 
Russia’s intrusion into our election systems, high-
light vulnerabilities in our elections infrastructure, 
and identify the technical and other solutions neces-
sary to protect our country.”

Of course, that assumes the crooked cops intend 
to protect the country, rather than just themselves 
and their mob boss. Which is no longer a wise as-
sumption for anyone who cares about American de-
mocracy.

© Creators.com

Farmers Deaths Underscore High
Human Cost Of  Middle East Policy

BY JEREMY KUZMAROV

On Saturday, March 17, two days after the 50-
year anniversary of the My Lai massacre, Af-
ghan intelligence officers backed up by U.S. 
helicopters gunned down seven innocent 

farmers in Nangarhar Province, the same province 
which the Trump Administration had dropped the 
Mother Of All Bombs.

Mohamed Israr, whose brother was killed in Manno, 
one of the villages attacked, told the New York Times 
that “it was 4 a.m. My two brothers were out to chan-
nel the water and we had informed the security post 

that we would be watering our post. I was upstream 
and the helicopters came and fired at my brothers. 
They were killed shovel in hand.”

According to the Times, the victims ranged in age 
from 14 to 40 years old and included Atiqullah, aged 
20, who had just gotten married three months ago.

The crop the farmers were irrigating was opium, 
which the authorities have tolerated in spite of an $8 
billion American effort to curb the industry.

A few kilometres away in Idyakhel village, five farm-
ers were inside a mosque when security forces barged 
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in and starting firing, witnesses told Al Jazeera.
“The security forces were probably tipped off that 

there were fighters hiding in the mosque,” said Mo-
hammed, a witness who requested to withhold his 
last name. He told Al Jazeera that 27 people were ar-
rested in the raid and several people were killed in-
cluding civilians.

These latest attacks, which some sources reported 
were overseen by U.S.-NATO advisers, underscored 
the heavy human cost of America’s long war in Af-
ghanistan.

President Donald Trump has sent more U.S. troops 
into the country and vowed to bring victory, though 
what that victory would look like he does not say.

The Taliban have been getting stronger every year, 
and been able to capitalize on the population’s war 
weariness and aversion towards foreign occupation.

With bin Laden and Al Qaeda long gone from the 
country, a main motive for perpetuating the war at 
this point appears to be accessing Afghanistan’s un-
tapped mineral wealth and preventing it from being 
exploited by the Chinese.

Speaking to employees of the CIA after his inau-
guration, Trump said the United States had erred in 
withdrawing troops from Iraq without holding on to 
its oil. “The old expression ‘To the victor belong the 
spoils,’” Trump declared. “You remember?”

In Yemen, where the U.S. has been backing Saudi 
Arabia’s war against the Houthi, the spoils is access 
to the Socotra Island which the U.S. covets as a po-
tential site for a military base.

Since 2015, the United States had provided the Sau-
dis with air-to air refueling, intelligence assessments 
and military advice along with sophisticated weapon-
ry that has been used to target Houthi rebels.

Raytheon Corporation, the major defense contrac-
tor, is currently lobbying the State Department and 
Congress to allow it to sell 60,000 precision guided 
missiles which in the past were used in air strikes 
that killed civilians, according to Human Rights 
Watch.

Secretary of Defense James Mattis has urged Con-
gress that restrictions on military aid would increase 
civilian casualties and reduce American influence 
with the Saudis, whom the United States has long re-
lied on for cheap oil [and to trade its oil in U.S. dol-
lars], military bases and as a hedge against Iran.

The media has long been fixated with the abuses of 
Syrian Prime Minister Bashir al-Assad and destruc-
tive consequence of Russian air strikes there; howev-
er, American actions in Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan 
are deserving of equal condemnation and attention.

For too long, we have so dehumanized Arab and 
Middle Eastern people that few appear to care about 
those whose lives have been destroyed by errant 
night raids and bombing strikes and arms supplies.

This is a moral disgrace and also dangerous to our 
security given the prospect for blowback.
Jeremy Kuzmarov is author of numerous books on 
U.S. foreign policy including The Russians are Com-
ing, Again: The First Cold War as Tragedy, the Second 
as Farce [New York: Monthly Review Press, 2018].
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Books

A Competent Authoritarian-
Wannabe Should Really Worry Us
HOW DEMOCRACIES DIE
By Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
Crown/Archetype Publishing
320 pages, $26

BY JOHN WOOD

This book was forged in the halls of the Har-
vard political science department by two pro-
fessors who watched the eerie undemocratic 
rhetoric by the Republican presidential nom-

inee in 2016. 
They were particularly worried about the rhetoric 

that had an uncanny resemblance to four key warn-
ing signs of authoritarianism seen worldwide: attack-
ing the media as the enemy of the people, not accept-
ing election outcomes, threatening to lock up rivals, 
and also encouraging violence at rallies. 

No American candidate of either of the two major 
parties has ever quite acted like this. But here we are.

Trump is not the cause of this undermining of our 
democracy, but certainly a symptom, they argue. 
They assert that “writing this book has reminded us 
that American democracy is not as exceptional as we 
sometimes believe.”

Worldwide, they argue, no longer is Democracy tak-
en over by tanks or at the end of the rifle. Remember, 
Russia’s Putin, Venezuela’s Maduro, Turkey’s Erdo-
gan, Hungary’s Orbán, India’s Modi – authoritarians 
all – took over their countries by popular elections.

The authors further delve into our messy history, 
and it has a theme: Ziblatt and Levitsky characterize 
it solely as an erosion of norms, which they argue is 
the greatest threat to our contemporary democracy, 
allowing authoritarianism to thrive.

If you thought today’s political climate was rather 
acrimonious, these authors point to our first two po-
litical parties, both the Democratic-Republicans of 
Thomas Jefferson and the Federalists of Alexander 
Hamilton bent on destroying each other.

If you want to learn more, I particularly like Fer-
ling’s Adams vs. Jefferson: The Tumultuous Election 
of 1800. Without going too far afield, Hamilton, for ex-

ample, hit a particularly low point when he published 
an attack on Adams, the head of his own party, in 54 
pages of “unremitting vilification.”

American politics afterward seemed to ebb and 
flow, coming to an unrelenting head again from the 
1830s to the 1860s. During this time, the authors 
found more than 125 examples of violence, such as 
“stabbings, canings, and the pulling of pistols” – and 
that was just on the U.S. Senate and House floors.

Unfortunately, it was a rather prescient prelude to 
the bloodiest war in American history, claiming more 
than 600,000 lives.

We live in times that are pretty tame in comparison.
Then came Reconstruction, another era of relative 

quiescence, the authors write, that ended at a cost: 
“only after the issue of racial equality was removed 
from the political agenda.”

Whether it was the high-energy radio broadcasts 
of Charles Coughlin or the political leanings of Hen-
ry Ford and Huey Long, the 20th Century elevated  
American demagogues who attracted millions of 
willing adherents – once again defying of our lauded 
Democratic ideals.

We have always had authoritarian strains in our 
politics – we are not exceptional.

The authors even pointed to liberal hero Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, who saw nothing wrong with at-
tempting to pack the Supreme Court in order to in-
still his New Deal agenda. They did see a silver lining, 
though, in the bipartisan backlash that ensued, halt-
ing the longest-serving U.S. president’s plans.

The afterglow of World War II cooperation only last-
ed until the 1964 Civil Rights and 1965 Voting Rights 
Acts. In conversation with an aide, President Lyndon 
Johnson correctly predicted, “We have lost the South 
for a generation,” foreseeing not only a backlash but 
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redefining a permanent realign-
ment of the two parties. As you 
might know, Johnson was the last 
Democratic presidential nominee 
to carry Oklahoma.

Newt Gingerich, who took over 
as House speaker in 1994, further 
moved the two-party system from 
serving a wide range of constituen-
cies to a narrowed homogeneity, 
eschewing common ground. He 
wanted his Republican colleagues 
and especially their wives to not 
befriend those in the other party.

Unfortunately, over time Con-
gress members didn’t even know 
each other anymore. Again, under-
mining Democratic norms.

Today the two parties represent 
“not just different policy approach-
es but different communities, cul-
tures, and values” – exacerbated 
by reflexively partisan cable news 
and political gerrymandering.

This may be changing. Watch the 
Wisconsin case in the Supreme 
Court, challenging the use of par-
tisanship as a tool to redraw legis-
lative district lines and a weapon 
to win elections.

If you want to know more, read 
Daley’s recent Ratf**ked: Why 
Your Vote Doesn’t Count. 

In addition, Ziblatt and Levitsky 
argue that we tend to “self sort,” 
as noted in another book I recom-
mend Bill Bishop’s The Big Sort 
which explains that people tend to 
move into like-minded communi-
ties. All these changes undermine 
democratic norms, contributing 
to our current hostile political cli-
mate.

Especially illustrative of the 
modern era was what happened 
when U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia died in early 2016. 
President Obama had a year to 
replace the conservative justice. 
However, the Republican-con-
trolled Senate refused to even visit 
with Obama’s pick to replace him, 
Merrick Garland.

This unprecedented tactic won 
the day, but undermined a demo-
cratic norm of “mutual toleration” 
and “institutional forbearance.”

These authors describe “norms” 
as the largely unspoken rules that 
hold a democracy together. Essen-

tially, norms are long-term think-
ing based on the idea that since 
your side won’t be in power for-
ever, holding back will keep the 
other side from “revenge politics.”

I have always had faith in our 
public institutions, but similar to 
Timothy Snyder’s recent On Tyr-

anny, Ziblatt and Levistky seem 
to regard my faith rather naïve. I 
can see that now. I agree we have 
to actively protect our public insti-
tutions.

Public Institutions bolstered by 
Weimar Germany certainly didn’t 
stop Hitler. They were also defi-
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nitely neutral when Jim Crow ruled the South, se-
verely undermining African American’s hard fought 
right to vote with the 15th Amendment just after the 
Civil War won a nearly a century before.

Today, it’s not only our institutions, but also our 
norms that have eroded. By their very nature, ignored 
norms make institutions powerless. These authors 
find that the Trump Administration constantly vio-
lates the norm of “institutional forbearance.” Trump, 
for example, is not beyond the “cheap short,” and 
“settling personal scores.” #NoImpulseControl

The good news is that Trump is not the death knell 
to democracy. Rather, Ziblatt and Levitsky argue, 
Trump is a bumbling idiot. He’s not effective, thank 
goodness. But in his wake, his norm-busting presi-
dency pushes mutual mistrust and intolerance to 
new levels – a “democracy without guardrails.”

The next dictator-want-to-be, who is actually com-
petent, is who we must fear.

In this well-written book, one of their answers is in 
the party system as it was historically. In the 1930s, 

Catholics and liberals defeated fascists in Belgium, 
for example. Likewise, Christian Democrats and So-
cialists aligned to defeat Pinochet in Chile.

They argue the best way to keep a dictator from 
power is to keep them from the ballot box in the first 
place. The selection of candidates matters! Voting 
matters! It’s where we can make a difference – par-
ticipate!

They warn it also is vital to regain a sense of toler-
ance and forbearance – essentially respect on both 
sides of the aisle.

While fighting fire with fire might be a natural im-
pulse for Democrats when they inevitably take over 
the House in 2018, this would exacerbate the demise 
of norms, not build them back up.

Democrats have to live up to their ideals. Not an 
easy solution, but a necessary one to pull us out of 
this cycle of cynical norm breaking and move us in a 
more stable direction.
John Wood is an associate professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Central Oklahoma.

Enough
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

requirements could further jeopardize Oklahoma’s 
receipt of federation education funds.

In the event of noncompliance, the U.S. educa-
tion secretary could attach specific conditions to 
Oklahoma’s federal grant or withhold administrative 
programmatic funds. Further, the 2018 advanced 
placement exams are set by College Board and will 
be administered over two weeks in May – 7-11 and 
14-18.

Presently, Oklahoma teachers rank 50th in the 
nation in average salary without having seen an 
increase in over 10 years. For many years, teachers 
have had to provide essential necessities out of their 
own pockets so their students would have the tools 
with which to learn. 

Many teachers spent their spring break by going to 
the state Capitol and talking with state legislators. 
However, once again, state legislators have done 
nothing other than “talk about the problem.”

And it’s not just about money. It’s about dignity. 
The legislators have taken away benefits, due pro-

cess, tenure – anything they could think of, making 
it harder for teachers.

Local school boards determine whether students 
have the local and state graduation requirements. 
Additionally, each local board of education can 
authorize the continuance of extracurricular, co-cur-
ricular activities and/or after school programs [i.e., 
prom, graduation, sports, concerts, etc.]. Over 147 
school boards have passed resolutions supporting 
striking educators.

School boards play a vital role in the success of all 
students, the administration and staff in the school. 
School districts started the year with more than 
500 teaching vacancies despite record numbers of 
emergency certified teachers. Nearly 75% of districts 
expect to rely more heavily on emergency-certified 
teachers this school year – a 10% jump compared 
with last year.

The over-reliance on untrained teachers comes 
at a cost – and it’s our children who are paying the 
price. The old adage “you get what you pay for” 
comes into play in Oklahoma education. Hiring 
untrained teachers, increasing class sizes so that 
students don’t receive the basic education needed 
and not maintaining schools is a desperate stopgap 
– not a solution.

Who is hurt by this attitude toward public 
schools? Everyone living in Oklahoma. Without 
properly educated citizens, Oklahoma is doomed 
to continue on the road to becoming a Third World 
country.
Linda James Farley is a member of the Western 
Heights School Board in southwest Oklahoma City.
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The newbies insist privately they won’t operate 
this way when they gain legislative power. To ensure 
backbones remain strong and upper lips stiff, rank-
and-file voters must turn out in record numbers this 
November.

Their unmistakable message to the legislative Pow-
ers That Be: there are vastly more little guy votes 
than fat cat checks.

Message Ignored
Oklahoma voters have spoken. Were Gov. Mary Fal-

lin and lawmakers listening?
The question is apropos given that the state’s pris-

on industrial complex may be winning important, be-
hind-the-scenes battles over criminal justice reform.

It was only 18 months ago, of course, when voters 
embraced two ballot initiatives aimed at overhauling 
the state’s lock ‘em up and throw away the key ap-
proach to crime and punishment.

The punitive template wasn’t making Oklahoma 
safer. It was helping bankrupt the state. And it was 
destroying lives and families.

It doesn’t take a Wharton School grad to pinpoint 
the source of the fiscal bleeding: Oklahoma long has 
led the nation in per capita incarceration of women 
and soon will be No. 1 in locking up men.

With prisons at 113% of capacity, state Corrections 
Director Joe Allbaugh recently told lawmakers his 
agency needs $1.5 billion more next fiscal year for 
operations and new facilities.

That request clearly won’t be granted given state 
leadership’s inability to solve other critical fiscal is-
sues – most notably, an education funding and teach-
er pay crisis that prompted the April 2 walkout.

While implementing the smart-on-crime template 
in SQs 780 and 781 wouldn’t resolve the corrections 
problem overnight, it would put Oklahoma on a more 
sustainable fiscal path by reclassifying some offens-
es from felonies to misdemeanors and steering the 
projected savings [from fewer inmates] into drug, al-
cohol and mental health treatment and job training.

The problem is, some powerful political and finan-
cial interests prefer Oklahoma’s penchant for the pu-
nitive.

Private prison operators bank on Oklahoma’s need 
for additional beds. Jam-packed prisons keep myriad 
contractors in business, providing food and other 
services to correctional facilities. District attorneys 
capitalize on expansive felony statutes to burnish 
politically pleasing conviction rates and to help fund 
their operations via fines and penalties.

That’s why, when Fallin, several legislative leaders 
and prosecutors announced in early March they had 
reached a “conceptual” deal on criminal justice re-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

form, it was clear only one side was represented at 
the criminal justice reform altar.

There is still time this session to get smart on crime. 
But given the back-room deal-making, the question 
may not be whether the governor and legislators were 
listening when nearly 60% of voters endorsed the two 
criminal justice reform initiatives.

It’s whether they care.
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Observerscope

Like rats from sinking ship: Three more statehouse 
Republicans won’t seek re-election – Guthrie Sen. 
A.J. Griffin, Durant Rep. Dustin Roberts and Broken 
Arrow Rep. Michael Rogers.

What better time to seek a legislative seat? Yes, the 
state’s challenges are enormous. But polls suggest 
GOP supermajority is hardly beloved by potential vot-
ers. The filing period is April 11-13. Visit https://www.
ok.gov/elections/ for details.

Definition of insanity? House Republican caucus 
re-elects Speaker Charles McCall, despite presiding 
over two rancorous, unproductive sessions. He is 
first to win two full terms as speaker since GOP took 
House control in 2004. 

Democrat Tim Gilpin is seeking the open 1st Con-
gressional District seat. A former assistant AG, the 
Tulsa attorney was a terrific member of state Board 
of Education who gave then-Supt. Janet Barresi hell.

The Republican National Committee’s first African-
American chair, Michael Steele, says flatly his party 
has a racism problem. This, after a conservative lead-
er insisted Steele was only elected chair “because 
he’s a black guy.”

Square these facts: With sales down about 30% 
since Trump took office, Remington files for bank-
ruptcy. Yet there are 265 million privately owned guns 
in U.S., a jump of 70 million between 1994-2015.

Sleep tight: There was an average 97 deaths daily 
in the U.S. from gun violence in 2016 – approximately 
one every 15 minutes. – Annals of Internal Medicine

Don’t look now but nearly a quarter of U.S. senators 
– 23 – are now female, thanks to selection of Cindy 
Hyde-Smith to replace Mississippi’s Thad Cochran, 
quitting because of health problems.

News: 61% of college students reported feeling 
“overwhelming anxiety” in past 12 months, according 
to American College Health Association 2017 survey. 
Comment: Spare us the snowflake snark. You’d suf-
fer anxiety, too, with student loan debt approaching 
an average $40,000.

April
Showers
bring the
flowers

Read The Observer On-Line
www.okobserver.org

Message Sponsored by Iris Lochner
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Letters

stepping away from the platitudes of thoughts and 
prayers espoused by the NRA and its major subsid-
iary, the Congress, which is nominally elected with 
public money to represent taxpayers, but in fact does 
the bidding of its true paymasters, the NRA and gun 
manufacturers.

The Georgia Legislature voted to withhold tax 
breaks to Delta Airlines, located in Atlanta, when it 
stopped participating in the NRA’s perks-to-members 
program. Several other companies have also pulled 
away from this program.

It’s ironic that the center of this argument is not the 
tragic loss of innocent life but instead it’s money paid 
to Congress to buy thoughts and prayers and the loss 
of money in the form of profits to those companies 
that will continue to be fearful of the NRA’s wrath and 
strong arm tactics to hold on to their blood money.

James Nimmo
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
These thoughts are not associated with each other. 

They simply ask what I believe are important ques-
tions:

Do those who support the construction of a multi-
billion dollar wall on our southern border realize that 
some Mexicans have been able to dig miles-long tun-
nels at significant depth?

Of the 165 Iraqis the “American Sniper” has reput-
edly killed, how many were not al Qaeda militants but 
simply citizens attempting to fight an invading army? 
Were any of them al Qaeda militants?

How aware are we that our CIA overthrew a demo-
cratically elected government in Iran in 1953 prior to 
installing Shah Reza Pahlavi as a dictator friendly to 
the U.S. and the United Kingdom?

How many Americans are aware that our U.S. Navy 
downed an Iranian passenger airplane in 1988 kill-
ing 290 innocent people? Our navy thought it was a 
warplane.

Just “facts for thought” or “a thought seeking 
facts.”

Frank Silovsky
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
Considering the antics of the Orangeman in the 

White House, who is running the government?
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Acquifer
ok.gov/legal/OKC2007-0017/09-25-17PFOFof2007-17.
pdf]

Officials with both the city of Oklahoma City and 
with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board were 
asked by email whether OKC “performed any kind of 
detailed research to calculate how much groundwa-
ter ‘of good quality’ is available in the central Okla-
homa area?” 

The OWRB never responded to the inquiry, and city 
attorney Craig Keith replied that the permit applica-
tion requested by OKC and issued by the OWRB “is 
currently under appeal and is a matter of ongoing liti-
gation. The Municipal Counselor’s Office represents 
the City of Oklahoma City and does not comment on 
ongoing litigation.”

Surface Water is Public Resource,
Groundwater is Private Property

A former Water Resources Board official noted that 
one obstacle to relying on water from wells is that 
whereas surface water in Oklahoma is considered a 
public resource, groundwater is deemed to be a pri-
vate property right. Thus, any landowner who has 
groundwater below his/her property within the nine-
county Central Oklahoma Aquifer area owns rights 
to that water.

Ellis and a few other residents of southeastern 
Oklahoma have wondered how much water Oklaho-
ma City loses each year from line leaks and malfunc-
tioning meters.

When that question was posed to an official in 

Oklahoma City’s Water and Wastewater Utilities De-
partment, the public information officer for that de-
partment directed the inquiry to the office of the city 
attorney, who said the question would be answered 
only via an open records request.

However, a news story was located in which a city 
official reported that OKC’s water losses from broken 
pipes and faulty meters totaled 15%.

[In two communities in the north OKC metroplex, 
inquiries for details about their municipal water loss-
es are considered public information and are provid-
ed on request.]

Why Weren’t Lakes Dredged During Drought?
Ellis also asserted that Oklahoma City should have 

dredged its three local lakes [Hefner, built 70 years 
ago; Draper, built about 55 years ago; and Overholser, 
constructed a century ago] when the state was expe-
riencing a drought.

“We clean out our farm ponds when it’s dry, because 
as years pass they silt in,” Ellis said. “If Oklahoma 
City had cleaned out its lakes when they had the 
chance, maybe they wouldn’t have come looking for 
more water to pump from southeastern Oklahoma.”

Are Water Withdrawal Limits
Adequate And Enforceable?

In a petition submitted to Martin-Diehl on Sept. 1, 
2017, Kevin Kemper, a Norman attorney represent-
ing 18 people who protested Oklahoma City’s water 
permit application, declared, “It is not reasonable 
to allow the City of Oklahoma City to take 115,000 

My belief is that it is being held steady by the faith-
ful public employees who show up for work every day!

Unlike the undisciplined Orangeman in the Oval Of-
fice, those faithful public servants give a days work 
for a days pay.

Bless them.
Jeff Hamilton
Midwest City

Jeff Hamilton represented District 101 in the Okla-
homa House from 1986-94.

Editor, The Observer:
The day after the U.S. women’s hockey team won 

gold medals, I was looking through the sports section 
of the Oklahoman to find an article on this monu-
mental win. I was really looking for a big headline on 
the front page, but then I thought it would be a big 
headline on the sports section. Then I thought they 
don’t print in OKC anymore so it may take 24 hours, 
but I was wrong.

I found the article on the last page of sports, down 
at the very bottom, very small 4x7 inches.

I understand this market is mostly local sports – 
OU football, OSU football, Thunder and such. Some-
times, though, it seems like the Oklahoman has had a 

sports headline on the front page – for example, if OU 
or OSU won a national championship or the Thunder 
an NBA playoff.

With all the hate in politics or politics invasion 
into sports, this was a feel-good story. These women 
sacrificed four years of their lives, and some more 
than four years, six to eight hours a day, to train for 
hockey. Unlike college sports where they get scholar-
ships, or pros where they get paid, these women sac-
rifice time with their families and earnings.

In the last few months of their training, they de-
cided they were not getting the equality and respect 
that their male counterparts were receiving. They de-
cided they would not move on until they were equal 
in benefits and respect. They won their battle; they 
also won the gold to prove their point. Their “Miracle 
on Ice.”

If the American women had taken a knee for equal 
rights, they would have been front page of the Okla-
homan’s news and sports sections.

Instead they show great pride and respect for their 
country. Shouldn’t the Oklahoman have done the 
same?

Bill Ashton
Del City
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Wary Of Texas’ Thirst For OK Water

One of the concerns often expressed by south-
eastern Oklahomans about Oklahoma City’s 
lust for water in their region is the possibil-
ity that some of it will be sold to Texas.

Oklahoma City is a water wholesaler, providing 
drinking water to 1.2 million residential and busi-
ness customers in 19 communities, the city’s Utili-
ties Department reported last July.

The municipality maintains publicly that to meet 
projected future demand in central Oklahoma, it 
needs Sardis Lake and the Kiamichi River to supple-
ment supplies from its six reservoirs [Lakes Hefner, 
Draper and Overholser in Oklahoma City, Atoka Lake 
and McGee Creek reservoir in Atoka County, and 
Canton Lake in northwestern Oklahoma].

OKC officials insist that none of the Sardis/Kiamichi 
water would be sold out-of-state. Minutes from a 
special meeting of the Oklahoma Water Resources 
Board in 2010 reflect that Oklahoma City Manager 
Jim Couch vowed that none of the Sardis water “can 
go outside” Oklahoma and would be used solely “for 
the benefit of Oklahomans.” [http://www.owrb.ok.gov/
meetings/pdf/2010/bdminutes_0610spec.pdf]

In addition, supporters of Oklahoma City’s applica-
tion for Sardis/Kiamichi water point to a state statute 
adopted in 2002 that imposed a moratorium on “the 
sale or exportation of surface water and/or groundwa-
ter outside this state … ”

However, state Rep. Sean Roberts, R-Hominy, filed 
House Bill 3337 this year, which would have created 
an Oklahoma Water Center that would be accord-
ed “authority and duties … relating to the transfer 
of water for use outside the state … ” [http://web-
server1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2017-18%20INT/hB/
HB3337%20INT.PDF]

HB 3337 also would have repealed a section of state 
law which decrees that “no contract shall be made 

conveying the title or use of any waters of the State of 
Oklahoma to any person, firm, corporation or other 
state or subdivision of government, for sale or use in 
any other state, unless such contract be specifically 
authorized by an act of the Oklahoma Legislature and 
thereafter as approved by it.”

Roberts’ legislation won committee approval, but 
died without receiving a vote in the full House. In 
theory, it could be revived before session’s end if its 
language were to be slipped into another measure. 
Stay tuned.

In addition, the water settlement reached in 2016 
among the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, the State 
of Oklahoma and the City of Oklahoma City refers, on 
page 8, Section 1.47, to water “diverted or taken from 
a location within the Settlement Area for use at a lo-
cation outside the exterior boundaries of the State of 
Oklahoma.” 

And Section 5.3.3.4 on page 41 refers to “Out-
of-State Use of Settlement Area Waters … ” [http://
www.owrb.ok.gov/legal/OKC2007-0017/1a.%20agree-
ment-160808.pdf]

[The agreement defines “Settlement Area” to mean 
the area lying between the South Canadian River and 
the Oklahoma/Texas state line, the Oklahoma/Arkan-
sas state line, and the 98th Meridian, “and which 
generally includes the following counties, or portions 
thereof”: Atoka, Bryan, Carter, Choctaw, Coal, Garvin, 
Grady, McClain, Murray, Haskell, Hughes, Jefferson, 
Johnston, Latimer, LeFlore, Love, Marshall, McCur-
tain, Pittsburgh, Pontotoc, Pushmataha, and Ste-
phens.]

Former state legislator Jerry Ellis of Valliant is 
among those adamantly opposed to large-volume 
sales of Oklahoma water to North Texas cities. 

“I’ll gladly sell our water to Texas,” he says, “one 
bottle at a time.”

acre-feet [37.47 billion gallons] per year from a river 
system already struggling during times of drought.” 
[http://www.owrb.ok.gov/legal/OKC2007-0017/09-01-
17%20Protestants%20Brief%20in%20Support%20
of%20Denial%20of%20Applicants%20Permit.pdf]

The water settlement reached in 2016 among the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, Oklahoma City and 
the state of Oklahoma provides specific restrictions 
on the amount of water that can be siphoned from 
Sardis lake and the Kiamichi River during normal 
weather conditions, but also during periods of mod-
erate, advanced and extreme drought.

The water-use permit approved by the OWRB stipu-
lates that water diversions at the pumping site are 
limited to a maximum 250 cubic feet [1,870 gallons] 
per second; Oklahoma City must allow at least 50 cu-
bic feet of water [374 gallons] per second to flow past 
the diversion point; and 20,000 acre-feet of water [6.5 

billion gallons per year] must be “set aside” for cur-
rent and future use in southeastern Oklahoma.

Yet the protestants claim that the hydrologic model 
employed to calculate the volume of fresh water avail-
able in the Kiamichi River basin is based on outdated 
data “from the 1920s-1970s … ”

Southeastern Oklahomans remain skeptical, point-
ing to the time five years ago when Oklahoma City 
drained 30,000 acre-feet of water from Canton Lake 
to replenish a shrunken Lake Hefner. It took three 
years for Canton Lake to recover.

Ellis contends there is no practical way to ensure 
OKC would not withdraw more from the Kiamichi Riv-
er and Sardis Lake than is allowed in the 2016 state/
tribal agreement [a maximum 115,000 acre-feet per 
year]. “There isn’t a meter big enough to guarantee 
they wouldn’t take more than they’re authorized,” he 
said.
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