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An Aroused Electorate Boots Six Incumbents, Forces
10 More Into Runoffs. Did Leadership Get The Message?
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Veto[ed] Referendum
Teachers and schools weren’t the only winners when the Oklahoma 

Supreme Court invalidated a proposed veto referendum aimed at repeal-
ing $430 million in Legislature-approved tax hikes that primarily ben-
efited public education.

The decision also served as a political lifeboat for statehouse Repub-
licans.

Think the primary was a gut-punch for the GOP’s near supermajority 
– six incumbents beaten, 10 more forced into runoffs?

Imagine the potential carnage if a hyper-motivated electorate turned 
out in a general election to thwart what almost all would know was a 
right-wing Republican effort to un-do the first teacher pay raises in a 
decade.

It was clear from nearly two hours of oral arguments before the full 
court June 11 that justices had serious problems with the proposed SQ 
799, spearheaded by Dr. No, former U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, and his anti-
tax minions, Oklahoma Taxpayers Unite!

Sharp questioning foretold the 6-2 ruling – most justices unsettled by 
what they viewed as a sloppily prepared petition destined to confuse, 
rather than enlighten signers and, ultimately, voters.

With the high court’s rejection of SQ 799, Coburn and Co. had less 
than a month – only until July 18 – to submit a new petition and col-
lect 41,000-plus valid signatures to force a statewide vote. A tall order 
indeed.

As of press time, the anti-tax group still hadn’t announced its plans, 
if any. No doubt statehouse Republican powers-that-be hope it will all 
go away.

The headwinds in evidence during the primary seem likely to remain 
strong into November – but even more so if Dr. No and his ideologically 

Observations

Yes! Please send me a one-year subscription for only $50.
This special offer includes my certificate for a free book courtesy
of Full Circle Bookstore [a $20 value]. See page 41 for details.

www.okobserver.org
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Observerscope

The Observer family is highly 
motivated and engaged, but just in 
case a “friend” asks, the deadline 
is Aug. 3 to register to vote in the 
Aug. 28 runoff. Visit LetsVoteOK.
com to get on the rolls.

Laurel: To OK primary voters, ap-
proving medical marijuana despite 
world-class fear-mongering. Even 
statehouse foes wisely accepted 
the result – no special session to 
tinker with the rules.

Big Pharma and the prison in-
dustrial complex sank more than 
half-a-million into last-ditch effort 
to sink SQ 788. Bad investment. 
Support for medical marijuana 
soared, winning by nearly 14%.

Dart: To Western Heights 
schools, docking pay from about 
20 teachers and support staff that 
refused to limit their walkout to 
one day. Good luck attracting top-
flight candidates to fill vacancies.

Congratulations to our friend, 
KOSU’s Rachel Hubbard, and hus-
band Matt Smith on the birth of 
their son, Dixon. 

Join us July 12 for a remarkable 
Observer Newsmakers on immigra-
tion, featuring two Dreamers and 
attorney Melissa Lujan, 6-7 p.m. at 
OKC’s Full Circle Books. See back 
cover for details.

Laurel: To AARP and other con-
sumer advocates, finally persuad-
ing the Corporation Commission 
to give OG&E ratepayers the sav-
ings they were due from last year’s 
federal tax cuts – $18-plus on July 
bills and $4.44 per month thereaf-
ter.

Loose cannon GOP Rep. Mike Ri-
tze paid a hefty price for allegedly 
embellishing his military record – 
forced into HD 80 runoff after re-
ceiving just 36.6% of primary vote. 
He is not a DAV member or Purple 
Heart recipient.

Stillwater Central Railroad 
breathed new life into the East-
ern Flyer, requesting proposals 
to launch Oklahoma City-Tulsa 
passenger service. This is a no-
brainer – a smart way to leverage 
the economic power of state’s two 
urban centers.

Dart: To GOP’s gubernatorial 
wannabes Mick Cornett and Kevin 
Stitt, refusing to even consider 
federal Medicaid expansion. If ig-
norance is bliss, they must be the 
happiest guys on the planet.

Registered Republicans who care 
about public education, beware: 
Superintendent Joy Hofmeister’s 
runoff challenger Linda Murphy is 
darling of the OCPA/school choice 
crowd.

Laurel: To OKC Community Col-
lege student journalists and advi-
sor Scott Carter, sending sand-
wiches and food to Annapolis 
Capital Gazette the day after late 
June’s mass shooting. The true 
Oklahoma Standard.

We mourn the sudden passing 
of Chris Venters, OKC attorney 
and animal rescuer extraordinaire 
whose brilliant prose occasionally 
graced our pages. He was 68.

Nooooooo! Time reports 88% of 
coffee-growing land in Latin Amer-
ica may be unusable by 2050.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44



•   JULY 20184

Letters

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45

Editor, The Observer:
Based on the outcome of the 

marijuana issue, I would say the 
Oklahoman and the Southern Bap-
tists have lost most of their clout 
on political issues in our state. 
What a blessing.

Royse Samples
Cache

Editor, The Observer:
I have a number of relatives who 

live in Canada. They are very hap-
py with their medical care system.

One has had both knees re-
placed. Another one, a cousin who 
is my age, has undergone exten-
sive, ongoing treatment for pros-
tate cancer. 

Both of them are glad they live in 
Canada and not the U.S. because 
of the difference in medical care 
systems.

Robert S. Kennedy Jr.
Harrah

Editor, The Observer:
Most Republicans support a bak-

er’s right to refuse a wedding cake 
to gay/lesbian couples. Seems fair 
then that gay/lesbian businesses 
have the right to refuse service to 

Republicans.
There is no rational basis for dis-

crimination on account of race or 
sexual orientation. Discrimination 
against Republicans is at least ra-
tional.

Nathaniel Batchelder
Oklahoma City

Nathaniel Batchelder is director 
of the Peace House.

Editor, The Observer:
SB 1140, which makes it legal for 

religious groups to refuse services 
to gay couples, has been signed by 
the governor and is now law in our 
fine state. This law flies in the face 
of democratic ideals.

The justification for this law has 
to do with the right to practice reli-
gious beliefs. The religious beliefs 
argument is an old one and has 
been used for millennia to subju-
gate and marginalize women, in-
cluding the circumcision of young 
girls in many countries. The reli-
gious beliefs argument was used 
to justify slavery as the Bible of-
fers many passages in support of 
the practice.

The list of atrocities given impe-
tus by religious beliefs is long and 

includes Hitler’s persecution of 
Jews; the expansion of this coun-
try through decimation of Native 
American tribes; and almost five 
centuries of the Inquisition which 
left over a million women dead at 
the hands of the Dominican Fri-
ars in their effort to eradicate her-
esy and witchcraft [Exodus 22:18: 
“Suffer not a witch to live.”]

The LGBTQ folk have long lived 
in the shadows of society but have 
recently been recognized by a con-
servative Supreme Court as wor-
thy, full-fledged citizens who have 
the right to marry whomever they 
please. They have also proven to 
be good parents.

In the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, Thomas Jefferson penned 
these words: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.”

SB 1140 stands in opposition to 
Jefferson’s words. Surely the right 
to practice one’s religion does not 
include the right to discriminate. 
Groups that cannot extend servic-
es to the entire community should 
cease to offer services.

While democratic ideals may 
never be fully realized, they re-
main a worthy goal.

Glen Thomas
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
Aw, shucks, I couldn’t have done 

it at that tender age. Too shy. Too 
uncertain about who I was.

But high schoolers did it in the 
“March for Our Lives,” saying their 
piece in front of thousands.

Good for them and us.
So good that it convinces me 

that we should lower the voting 
age from 18 to 16.

If we trust them with a lethal 
weapon like a car at 16, then they 
will have enough savvy to vote.
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Arnold Hamilton

The light now peeks through the dark clouds of 
Oklahoma’s long fiscal nightmare.

Treasurer Ken Miller reports the state’s gross col-
lections not only set a record for the month of May, 
but also continued a year-plus climb out a quagmire 
fueled by low oil and gas prices and deep tax cuts.

Coupled with the Legislature’s decision to hike 
taxes for the first time in 28 years – which included 
funding for the first teacher and state employee pay 
raises in about a decade – some Oklahomans might 
be tempted to strike up the band.

Don’t rosin up the bow just yet.
It’s too early to get a precise picture of 2019-20 

revenues, but even if the upward trend continues, 
Oklahoma is a long way from overcoming the Repub-
lican-dominated Legislature’s lousy bet on trickle-
down economics.

Deploying Kansas’ disastrous playbook, Oklahoma 
lawmakers cut state income taxes too much and 
were too generous with corporate tax breaks and 
incentives during the last oil and gas boom, leaving 
state coffers over-exposed to the world economy’s 
hiccups.

The obvious fix is to restore income and other 
taxes [think: GPT] to pre-2010 levels – a time, by the 
way, when Oklahoma was hardly a high tax state. 
That is not likely to happen any time soon, given the 
state’s gerrymandered legislative districts and SQ 
640’s tax-raising restrictions.

So, look instead for lawmakers to be turning over 
rocks in search of revenues necessary to fund vital 
state services an increasingly engaged electorate de-
mands, such as public education and mental health 
care.

Some possible low-hanging fruit:
• Voter approval of SQ 788 creates a new revenue 

source – at least potentially. The new statute treats 
medical marijuana as a non-prescription medication, 
a 7% state sales tax applied to fund its regulation.

If the tax generates a surplus, 75% would be ear-
marked for public education and 25% for drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation programs, bolstering budgets 
likely to remain tight into the foreseeable future.

Low-Hanging Fruit Won’t 
Solve State’s Revenue Crisis

• The U.S. Supreme Court’s recent ruling that a 
federal ban on state-sanctioned sports betting is 
unconstitutional probably hastens the opening of 
sportsbooks at tribal casinos across Oklahoma.

State and tribal leaders – even the NBA’s Oklahoma 
City Thunder – are expected to join in discussions 
this fall that could lead to 2019 legislative action 
enabling betting parlors at 100 or so casinos.

How much revenue could the state realize from a 
sports-betting addition to state-tribal gaming com-
pacts? Who knows, but in sports-crazy Oklahoma 
there could be lots of bettors.

If it attracts a different audience than regular 
casino-goers, it could add significantly to state 
government’s ever increasing take from tribal gam-
ing centers – up to a record $133 million last year 
[overall, $1.2 billion since 2005].

• Of course, if lawmakers really wanted to relieve 
budgetary stress, they could follow Virginia’s lead 
and approve Medicaid expansion, helping extend 
healthcare coverage to Oklahoma’s working poor.

This is arguably the lowest-hanging of all low-
hanging revenue fruit – and dumbest decision in a 
legislative history full of contenders.

These are tax dollars Oklahomans already sent 
to Washington. They are being spent instead in 33 
other states that expanded Medicaid.

Why did Oklahoma refuse to participate? Because 
Republican-dominated statehouse leadership didn’t 
want anything to do with ObamaCare.

Sadly, that remains GOP dogma. Both gubernato-
rial candidates in the Aug. 28 Republican runoff, 
former OKC Mayor Mick Cornett and Tulsa business-
man Kevin Stitt, oppose expansion.

Democratic nominee Drew Edmondson provides 
the only sensible voice in the debate, vowing “on 
my first day as governor” to “begin the process of 
reversing that harmful decision.”

If Oklahomans truly want to move the state to a 
better place – where we invest in vital state services 
to ensure we’re no longer the nation’s socioeconom-
ic bottom feeders – it begins with a revolution this 
November at the ballot box.
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Primary
By The
Numbers
3
Victory margin for anti-
teacher-walkout ranter 
Kevin mcdugle against 
a candidate who had 
dropped out of the race

6
republican legislators 
defeated in Gop 
primary

8
percentage of Gop 
primary vote that went 
to abortion abolitionist 
dan fisher

14
percentage point 
margin of victory for 
medical marijuana SQ 
788

22
percentage of vote 
won by Will farrell – 
no, not the Anchorman 
– in Gop state 
superintendent primary

56
percent support for SQ 
788 where they don’t 
smoke marijuana – in 
muskogee County

$250,000
SQ 788 opponents 
poured into attack ads 
in last two days

Will Voters Still ‘Remember In November’?
RETURNED BY SENDERS

BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

The voters sent the state Capitol’s powers-that-be a message in last 
month’s primary. Did they receive it?

Early evidence suggests they did. They quickly abandoned plans for a 
special session to tinker with medical marijuana rules – no sense pok-

ing a bear that just devoured six legislative incumbents and smacked 10 more 
into runoffs.

An even better question: Will voters still “Remember in November”?
The slogan born of last spring’s intense two-week teacher walkout – when 

educators witnessed first-hand the Republican-dominated Legislature’s indiffer-
ence to public schools – was evident in the public lashing delivered to so many 
incumbents.

So was the fact 28 education candidates won their primaries outright and 21 
more advanced to runoffs.

As Oklahoma Education Association President Alicia Priest put it, “Oklahoma 
educators showed up by the thousands at the Capitol this April, but the walkout 
was just the beginning.

“The movement continued [primary] night, and it will continue in the runoffs 
on Aug. 28 and in the general election in November. Oklahomans are demanding 
better for education, and they proved that at the ballot box.”

GOP statehouse leadership often is politically tone-deaf, but it isn’t complete-
ly ignorant. It is banking on the notion that SQ 788’s presence on the primary 
ballot exacerbated the blood-letting and that walkout anger will wane over the 
next four months.

There can be no doubt the medical marijuana proposal helped fuel a larger-
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

than-normal primary turnout – more ballots [891,654] 
cast than in the 2014 gubernatorial general election 
[824,831].

It would be a mistake, however, to conclude this 
was driven solely by hipsters and normally indiffer-
ent voters likely to resume their political hibernation 
now that medical marijuana is in statute.

More likely: this is a glimpse of Oklahoma’s elector-
al future, the result of rapidly changing demograph-
ics and an electorate displeased with the state Capi-
tol status quo.

Like most states, Oklahoma is increasingly urban-
centric – it’s the population, stupid. Yet, for much of 
this century, rural areas exercised outsize electoral 
influence because of partisan gerrymandering and 
because small town voters often turned out in higher 
percentages than their urban counterparts.

That is changing. With 62% of primary votes cast 
in the Oklahoma City and Tulsa metro areas, it’s no 
surprise that former Oklahoma City Mayor Mick Cor-
nett and Tulsa businessman Kevin Stitt edged out the 
favored Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb in the GOP gubernatorial 
primary.

Even though Lamb once represented tony capital-
area communities in the state Senate, he ended up 
over-relying on rural votes – garnering around 20% in 
both Tulsa and Oklahoma counties – and on the big 
checkbooks that used to dominate the Republican 
primary.

Worse for a statehouse insider: even stalwart ru-
ral GOP voters aren’t keen on how their party has 

wielded power at NE 23rd and Lincoln Blvd. In fact, 
three rural House Republicans – Ponca City’s Steve 
Vaughan, Cushing’s Greg Babinec and Devol’s Scoot-
er Park – were knocked off in the primary. Six of the 
10 GOP House incumbents forced into runoffs also 
represent rural areas.

This is seismic, politically, especially when factor-
ing in 45,000 new voter registrations since January. 
It’s a safe bet most of them cast primary ballots. Was 
it primarily because of medical marijuana? Was it be-
cause of the Legislature’s inability to solve critical 
issues ranging from education to mental health to 
criminal justice reform? Both?

Either way, it indicates a sleeping giant is stirring 
– thousands of Oklahomans who punted on politics 
in recent years are no longer content to leave the de-
cision-making to their neighbors.

Revolutions, of course, don’t happen overnight in 
American – or Oklahoma – politics. Democrats domi-
nated state government the entire 20th Century. It 
took Republicans 48 years from when they elected 
their first governor – Henry Bellmon in 1962 – to 
seize control of both legislative houses.

But the political pendulum always swings, albeit 
incrementally. The first signs that Oklahomans were 
beginning to push back against the rightwing extrem-
ists wielding statehouse power came via 2016 ballot 
measures.

Against seemingly all odds, voters rejected the Big 
Ag give-away sold as “right to farm” and religious fun-
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Official Misconduct Shrouds
Landslide Passage Of Medical Pot  

BY JOHN M. WYLIE II Help End Taxpayer-Funded
Abuse of CitizensOklahoma’s landslide 57%-43% approval of 

SQ 788 [medical marijuana] sends two clear 
messages:

• Big bucks pushing dubious claims didn’t 
swing determined voters.

• Citizen fury against taxpayer money and law en-
forcement intervention used to tip the scales instead 
created a volcanic inferno.

Statewide, 41,083 more votes were cast on SQ 788 
than in all the gubernatorial primaries combined 
[where all voters were eligible for the first time since 
independents could get Democratic ballots].

Despite monumental spending and campaign ef-
forts by the 10 Republicans, three Libertarians and 
two Democrats, 4.8% or more of the 891,864 voters 
who decided the state question skipped everything 
else. The tally exceeded total votes cast in the last 
non-presidential general election in 2014 by 66,973 

The Oklahoma Observer wants to know about the kind 
of taxpayer-funded abuse of power outlined in this story, 
which often is hidden from the rest of the state. We’d 
like to let the sunshine in, and would welcome informa-
tion about such situations. Your identity will be kept in 
complete confidence in accordance with state law, but 
we will need your email address in order to follow up as 
we research each problem. Please send information to 
ahamilton@okobserver.net. Our readers can help us find 
individual cases and patterns of abuse that may span the 
state.

votes or 7.8%, and those cast in the primary that year 
by 430,095 or 100.4%.

In Rogers County, the state’s sixth largest, Sheriff 
Scott Walton’s actions at a forum on SQ 788 triggered 
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worldwide attention. Many political observers believe 
this impacted the vote outcome on SQ 788 and three 
other issues.

Videos of those actions indicate he removed a man 
from the forum by grabbing him by the neck and ap-
parently using his head to force open a door, though 
the man was neither arrested nor charged.

Walton’s actions triggered a lawsuit alleg-
ing assault and battery by the sheriff as 
well as criminal misconduct for that and 
the use of public funds to promote his 

personal political views against the state question 
and engaging “in conspiracy” with other “state ac-
tors” including the district attorney to violate voters’ 
constitutional rights.

Many observers say that helped ensure approval of 
the state question he vehemently opposed while kill-
ing three county sales tax issues – including two re-
newals which previously have easily passed, one for 
decades. One was crushed by a 3-1 “No” vote and the 
others failed by margins of 13% and 17%.

Officials preliminarily estimated lost revenue at 
around $8.5 million a year unless voters change their 
minds at a new election.

Attorney Brandan McHugh of Claremore expressed 
concern about the integrity of the election after fil-
ing the lawsuit, adding that “they are doing things to 
manage the vote” using public funds.

The state question drew an even higher margin of 
extra voters in Rogers County, 5.3%, and more than 
3% voted on that plus the local questions while skip-
ping candidates.

Election officials statewide reported some voters 
specifically asked for only the ballot with the state 
propositions and any local issues while others took 
candidate ballots but left the polls without marking 
or returning them to election officials.

The sheriff’s explanation for throwing out Charles 
“Chip” Paul, medical marijuana advocate and co-
founder of the group behind the state question, was 
that although he was sitting in the back row of a large 
meeting hall, he was disrupting the June 18 forum 
by laughing at times at opponents’ public comments 
and raising his hand to ask questions.

The suit says Walton has a history of involvement 
in uniform and using online sheriff’s social media 
to promote political causes, and several individuals 
began video recording using smart phones when the 
sheriff confronted Paul.

Video went viral online and triggered intense 
media coverage statewide and nationally. On 
June 20, ACLU Executive Director Ryan Kie-
sel issued a blistering statement:

“The violent actions of the Rogers County Sheriff 
signal a disturbing reliance on government force to 
silence political speech. Law enforcement must use 
force only under the most serious and threatening 
circumstances, a standard that Mr. Paul’s behavior 
did not come close to meeting …

“The Rogers County Sheriff is not a stranger to us-

ing his taxpayer funded office to wage a private war 
against SQ 788, but with the unwarranted, violent re-
moval of Mr. Paul from a public forum, the Sheriff’s 
actions have become criminal.

“It is clear that Sheriff Walton believes that medical 
cannabis will disrupt his business model of arresting 
patients and seizing their cash and property; in fact, 
he has a history of using his government office and 
public funds in questionable ways to protect his bot-
tom line.

“However, his political fear mongering escalated 
to dangerous and criminal levels last night when he 
and his deputies departed from their civic duty and 
unleashed their rage on an invited member of the 
public. Sheriff Walton’s criminal act is also a serious 
violation of the United States and Oklahoma Consti-
tutions [and lack of action against him] would send a 
clear message that authoritarian government actors 
in Rogers County are above the law.”

The lawsuit filed in Rogers County District Court 
that day [CJ-2018-245] alleges Walton and other of-
ficials violated Paul’s civil, First, and Fourth Amend-
ment rights; has a “custom, practice, policy and/or 
procedure” to do this to other political opponents 
through “intimidation and violence,” unlawfully de-
tains persons who are lawfully on public property, 
assaulted lawyers seeking his signature on official 
documents “and beating citizens.”

Paul seeks damages in excess of $75,000, punitive 
damages, and a permanent injunction stopping Wal-
ton and his office from “engaging in further misuse 
of office.”

Walton has denied wrongdoing. Before the 
suit was filed, The Oklahoman quoted 
him as saying, “I have no regrets, no 
apologies, no remorse,” adding, “we did 

our best to maintain order in a crowd that was getting 
a little out of hand.”

He said he did “apply some pressure to the side of 
his head there and get compliance,” and that Paul 
balked just as they got to the exit, which resulted in 
his head bumping into the door.

“I’m not going to do something outrageously stupid 
like throwing his head through a door with a mob of 
cameras behind me. I wouldn’t do it if the cameras 
weren’t there,” he added.

In Tulsa County George Wiland, Tulsa County Elec-
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tion Board vice chairman, sent an email, using his 
title, explaining early voting procedures, what ballots 
would be available, and adding, “ALL top GOP can-
didates for governor [Cornett; Fisher; Jones; Lamb; 
Richardson and Stitt] recommend a NO vote on this 
question [788], which is said to be an actual vote for 
‘recreational’ marijuana.” He said recipients “are wel-
come to forward this to others who may be interest-
ed.”

County Democratic Chair Kimberly Fobbs demand-
ed that Wiland step aside and allow an alternate to 
handle this election, or that State Election Board 
Secretary Paul Zirex do so. No action had been taken 
by deadline.

Her news release on June 23, set off more turmoil.

Meanwhile, the Oklahoma Bureau of Nar-
cotics and Dangerous Drugs displayed on 
its taxpayer-funded website a nine-page 
document similar to that circulated by op-

ponents. It began with a large box headed “Medical 
marijuana does not exist” and contending “FDA has 
not approved marijuana as a safe and effective drug to 
treat medical conditions.”

The post was still up through and past Election 
Day, although FDA issued a press release the morn-
ing of June 25 headlined, “FDA approves first drug 
comprised of an active ingredient derived from mari-
juana to treat rare, severe forms of asthma.”

CNN immediately ran a major story. The decision 
was widely expected since a review panel unanimous-
ly recommended approval April 19 and predicted final 
action in June. OBNDD ignored both actions in its 
post, which looked like an academic paper.

Proponents also blasted opposition ads claiming 
the law would permit smoking where tobacco smok-
ing is banned, although state law allows smoking in 
some places, bans it in others, and covers the act of 
smoking, not what is smoked.

TSET, the state’s tobacco cessation trust fund, 

notes, “The law prohibits indoor smoking at places 
open to the public. Several types of businesses are 
exempt from this rule, including bars, clubs, bingo 
halls, and retail tobacco stores – as well as restau-
rants and workplaces that meet certain ventilation 
requirements.”

Still, voters spoke clearly, though some opponents 
vowed to continue. SQ 788 Is Not Medical Co-Chair 
Dr. Kevin E. Taubman said, “We are obviously disap-
pointed … However, we respect the will of the vot-
ers,” but also said members “look forward to work-
ing with the Legislature and the Health Department 
to advance common sense regulations that benefit 
patients while protecting businesses and communi-
ties.”

After first saying she might call a special legislative 
session to ensure SQ 788 didn’t legalize “recreation-
al marijuana,” Gov. Mary Fallin reversed course and 
announced it wouldn’t be necessary after all.

“The Health Department has been working with 
other agencies the past several months to develop 
a medical and proper regulatory framework to make 
sure marijuana use is truly for valid medical rea-
sons,” she said in a statement released three days 
after the lopsided vote.

“The voters have spoken, and it’s important that 
our state has a responsible system up and running 
to meet the deadlines outlined in SQ 788. If circum-
stances develop that adjustments to the Health De-
partment rules are necessary, those can be addressed 
when lawmakers return in regular session early next 
year.”

The voters have spoken, but the fire’s far from out.
John M. Wylie II published the award-winning 
Oologah Lake Leader from 1984 until retiring in 
2016. Prior to that, he spent a decade at The Kansas 
City Star where he was part of the staff that won the 
Pulitzer Prize for coverage of the Hyatt Regency Ho-
tel skybridge collapse. 
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Remember
damentalist’s dream of excising the state Constitu-
tion’s strict church-state separation clause.

Moreover, Oklahomans embraced strong criminal 
justice reforms designed to break the prison indus-
trial complex’s sway on state policy – a punitive ap-
proach that results in more incarcerations per capita 
than any other state.

The mere threat of a teacher walkout this year 
prompted lawmakers to provide funding for educa-
tors’ first salary hikes in a decade. But they ignored 
demands to reverse the nation’s steepest cuts in 
school funding – leaving Oklahoma hovering near the 
bottom nationally in per capita spending.

No matter what happens in November, Republicans 
will still own lopsided majorities in both legislative 
houses. It’s not even certain that Democrats will be 
able to close the gap – they’ve suffered a net loss of 

seats in every election since 1992.
Which brings us back to the significance of the “Re-

member in November” slogan.
If voters return to the polls in November, still bent 

on delivering a message to GOP leadership, the pub-
lic policy agenda could change quickly. How will we 
know if the message is strong enough to penetrate 
inside-the-dome hubris?

It will happen if voters elect Democrat Drew Ed-
mondson as governor and trim the Republicans’ near 
super-majority margins in the Legislature. 

Edmondon’s election, coupled with a veto-protect-
ing House [more likely] or Senate minority, gives 
common sense, progressive public policy a chance to 
break through the anti-government rightwing cabal 
that has driven Oklahoma off the fiscal cliff and all 
but destroyed vital state services.
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Home Grown Oligarchy
BY DAVID PERRYMAN

Oligarchy is one of those words that Mr. Mi-
chaels taught us in our junior high govern-
ment class. He told us that is was a gov-
ernment system where power is controlled 

by a small, often wealthy, percentage of a country’s 
population. I assumed from his explanation that oli-
garchies exist in those countries where citizens are 
not allowed to vote in their best interest.

Kimberly Amadeo, a respected writer, economist 
and money manager who also frequently appears on 
the Fox network, made a number of poignant remarks 
about oligarchies earlier this year in an article that 
appeared in the online magazine, The Balance.

Ms. Amadeo pointed out that an oligarchy can oc-
cur in any political system. In a democracy, oligarchs 
are not elected by the people. Instead, they use their 
relationships and money to influence elected offi-
cials. As a result, the advantages gained by oligarchs/
elites gives them more influence. Left unchecked the 
competitive advantages gained foster an organized 
minority as opposed to an unorganized majority, and 
any system of government will eventually become an 
oligarchy.

The article says that the benefit of an oligarchy is 
that the majority of people are allowed to focus on 
their careers and their hobbies and their family and 
not be bothered with the issues that concern society 
as a whole.

However, according to the author, oligarchies in-
crease income inequality because while the major-
ity of people are working to support their families, 
oligarchs siphon a nation’s wealth into their pockets 
leaving less for everyone else. As oligarchs gain pow-
er, they seek to keep it.

Oligarchies can form when the elite class takes ac-
tion to exert greater influence over things like tax 
policy. That action is normally in the form of finan-
cial influence to further the goal of the elite without 
regard to the harm that it may do to society. Slashing 
tax rates on high-income earners or on a specific in-
dustry would be an example of this; another example 
is to lower labor costs by suppressing wages or weak-
ening organized labor.

They also form when elected leaders are weak or 
are weakened by policies that benefit the elite. For 
instance, legislation such as term limits would argu-
ably weaken the Legislature and shift power to the 
elite and their lobbyists.

Finally, oligarchies also arise in democracies where 
the people are uninformed or misinformed. Elites 
that control wealth, media and information have the 
power to manipulate perception.

For instance, in Oklahoma, a group called RIED 

claims to promote economic growth. However, RIED’s 
Board of Directors is primarily comprised of the same 
group of business executives who promoted the Step 
Up Oklahoma Plan [HB1033xx] last fall.

Many, including myself, saw the Step Up Plan as 
regressive and a way to cap oil and gas gross produc-
tion tax at the nation’s lowest rate and further shift 
the tax burden from high wage earners to working 
Oklahomans. It made sense because many of the 
Step Up Plan promoters had spent the better part of 
the last quarter century undermining public educa-
tion in Oklahoma.

So, it came as no surprise when RIED’s annual leg-
islative grade card placed undue weight on the Step 
Up Plan vote and totally disregarded the passage of 
HB1010xx, which was the bill that included a greater 
increase on oil and gas production taxes and a 50% 
smaller increase in regressive gasoline taxes and a 
one-third smaller tax on cigarettes.

The goal and effect of RIED was to negatively im-
pact legislators who voted no on the Step Up Plan and 
yes on the plan that actually put more money into 
teacher pay, increased funding for textbooks, support 
personnel and other educational expenses.

It is no surprise that most Americans feel disen-
franchised and helpless in influencing their society. 
Gallup reports that 76% feel dissatisfied with the way 
things are going right now. Sixty-seven percent are 
dissatisfied with income distribution and 43% feel 
that there is not much opportunity to get ahead.

We shouldn’t be surprised that populist protest 
groups such as the Tea Party have formed. We all 
share much of the same frustration. The sooner we 
unite our efforts toward attaining goals that benefit 
all Americans the sooner we will overcome the divi-
sion and discord of the oligarchical society that we 
have become.
David Perryman, a Chickasha Democrat, represents 
District 56 in the Oklahoma House.
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A Clueless, Careless, Cruel Act Of Ignorance

DROP KICKING BOREN AS
HE GOES OUT THE DOOR

BY CAL HOBSON

Over 28 years ago, I had the honor of intro-
ducing then U.S. Sen. David Boren to an 
appreciative audience in a packed Oklaho-
ma Memorial Ballroom. Just for fun, after 

reciting a number of well-known achievements and 
accomplishments of our senior senator, I closed by 
saying “but what has he done for us lately.”

The hoped for laughter followed.
I sat down, David stood up and, without notes, bril-

liantly educated all of us on the multiple and complex 
challenges facing our country and his solutions for 
them.

Then, just four years later, in 1994, and to the sur-
prise of many, our senator resigned from his safe and 
important perch in the world’s most powerful and 
deliberative body to come home and lead his alma 
mater, which he has masterfully done for the last 24 
years. As most everyone knows David and First Lady 
Molly retired June 30.

But before the Little Guys’ Movers had even cleared 
out all the memorabilia, awards, papers, books and 
rolodexes of donors from his office in Evans Hall, the 
boo birds, detractors and history revisionists went to 
work chipping and chirping away at Boren’s quarter 
of a century dedication to our flagship university.

Such boorish behavior began at the monthly re-
gents meeting, June 19, with President-designate 
James Gallogly’s active involvement while board 
chairman Clay Bennett read the script. Unsurprising-
ly DLB chose not to be present, most likely sensing 
the long knives of negativity would be out even before 
his official retirement date. Just by happenstance I 
did visit with him that day and, as usual, his thoughts 
were focused on the students, especially those who 
already are or will be soon enrolled in his upcoming 
fall classes.

Meanwhile, Gallogly, Bennett and others were con-
centrated on, and obviously concerned about, the 
Boren “building campaign” that has transformed Nor-
man, Oklahoma City and Tulsa campuses from just 
routine and boring to stunning and beautiful.

Aesthetically identified as one of the 25 most visu-
ally pleasing settings – no small feat – the Norman 
grounds are also adorned by incredible new struc-
tures ranging from the world-class National Weather 
Center, anchoring the south entrance on Jenkins Av-

enue, to brand new student housing complexes sec-
ond to none anywhere.

Art museums, music venues, priceless archeologi-
cal and rare book collections, a remodeled student 
union, scores of research and learning labs and so 
much more dot both North and South Ovals with the 
ever industrious Seed Sower overseeing all from his 
Lindsey Street lookout.

While planting the future for thousands of scholars, 
he metaphorically has joined them many falls by ob-
serving record setting athletes at play just a stone’s 
throw away in the Gaylord Family Memorial Stadium. 
It, too, has received more than just a facelift over the 
last two decades and all done without a penny of tax-
payer dollars.

Additionally during Boren’s tenure, the Health Sci-
ences Center in our capital, as well as OU-Tulsa, have 
been converted into modern, vibrant, life-saving hubs 
of help and care. He combined public and private dol-
lars to build both the Charles Stephenson Cancer 
and Harold Hamm Diabetes Treatment and Research 
edifices, as well as the new, towering Children’s Hos-
pital.
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Many other specialty facilities are curing diseases, 
saving lives and providing hope to thousands of our 
fellow citizens.

However, notwithstanding all these accom-
plishments and so much more, OU’s new 
Prez Gallogly opined that too much spend-
ing had transpired, thus rendering the 

building budget out of whack, out of control and – 
like many tee shots at the also renovated Jimmie 
Austin Golf Course – out of bounds. 

Therefore, by golly and gee whiz, he’s going to fix 
this intolerable and irresponsible situation. Nary a 
peep was heard in response from the power brokers 
parading as informed university overseers because 
in fact NO project proposed by President Boren over 
a span of two decades plus has ever been rejected 
by these regents or any of their predecessors. None. 
Nada.

Indeed, James G’s criticism reminds me more of a 
Don Quixote-type tilting at Oklahoma windmills or, 
worse yet, a freshman Okie legislator who knows the 
cost of everything and the value of nothing.

Frankly, in appearance, style and early utterances, 
he also brings back for me mostly bad memories of 
an earlier OU president that too offered big 
promises, quick criticisms and easy fixes 
for complex problems. His name was Wil-
liam “Bill” Banowsky.

Like Bill, who briefly came and went, not 
once but twice to lead the mercurial Soon-
er Nation, lawyer Gallogly understands 
well the motivations of those who brung 
him. That is exactly why he presses for fac-
ulty pay raises but doing so without tuition 
increases or asking the Legislature for ad-
ditional funds until “we get our house in 
order.” Might just as well said “operate the 
university like a business.”

Either throw-away line is music to the 
otherwise deaf ears of the anti-public edu-
cation crowd running things up at NE 23rd 
and Lincoln Blvd., most of whom are more 
interested in being introduced at free-for-
them lunch and dinner confabs than ad-
mitting there is nothing free about a qual-
ity education.

So Cal, you may ask, what gives? Maybe 
proven turnaround specialist guru Gallogly 
is right and you are dead wrong. Wouldn’t 
be the first time.

According to the self-described financial 
expert – and on that point I readily concede 
he is – all that is needed in the big spend-
ing commune of OU is some “determined, 
visionary fiscal discipline” especially on 
capital spending. Really?

From my experience of 28 years on the 
House and Senate appropriations commit-
tees, often serving as their chairman as 
well, and author of most legislation that 

approved construction activities at our flagship uni-
versity and its similar centers, let me say the fund-
ing sources that underpin, finance and guarantee the 
revenue bonds that paid for the buildings are safe, 
secure, long term and conservative.

Every Wall Street prospectus is and has been high-
ly rated by Stan-
dard and Poor’s, 
was snapped up 
immediately by 
gold-plated insti-
tutional inves-
tors, is serving 
a needed public 
purpose, and fully 
amortized with re-
curring revenue 
such as cigarette 
taxes, a penny fuel 
assessment and 
generous private 
giving, including 
Gallogly’s own 
massive contribu-
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tion of $30 million for the engineering building that 
will bear his name when completed.

So, if I am right and he is wrong, which hopefully 
is the case, what the hell is going on here that gener-
ated such early, negative and gratuitous public com-
mentary just days before David’s departure date?

Politics. That’s what. Several OU regents, in-
cluding the aforementioned Bennett, and 
newly appointed former Republican Gov. 
Frank Keating, were vocal, persistent and 

ardent opponents of Boren’s courageous and lonely 
efforts to raise money via a penny sales tax for sec-
ondary schools including a long overdue teacher pay 
increase in 2016.

They also are on record as never backing additional 
funding for public responsibilities except, in Ben-
nett’s case, similar sales tax money to build and then 
modernize Chesapeake Arena, home to our beloved 
NBA Thunder, a team he partially owns and profitably 
operates on a daily basis.

Lastly, in case brick and mortar ain’t your bag, let 
me add this: When Boren became president in 1994, 
OU had about 15,000 active donors and the private 

foundation assets were approximately $250 million 
in total giving. Today those numbers are north of 
100,000 boosters and over $2.5 billion.

The university is also home to the largest Merit 
Scholars class in the nation, public or private, over 
500 endowed chairs, still modest and affordable tu-
ition, facilities on par with many comparable, com-
prehensive centers of learning and a student body of 
some 30,000 who affirmed, in a recent poll, the main 
thing they love about their university is that it loves 
them in return.

And that symbiotic relationship doesn’t show up on 
a spread sheet but my guess is it will soon enough in 
their lives, careers and accomplishments. OU’s 13th 
president was special, unique, brilliant and his ten-
ure should always be treasured not tarnished.

Similarly, it’s obviously too soon to tell about the 
14th but everybody deserves a fair and square deal, 
even those being viewed through the often harsh and 
malleable rear view mirrors of some.
Cal Hobson, a Lexington Democrat, served in the 
Oklahoma Legislature from 1978-2006, including 
one term as Senate President Pro Tempore.

Oklahomans Should Stop Accepting
World’s Highest Inceration Rates

BY RYAN GENTZLER

We knew the day would come when Okla-
homa surpassed Louisiana as the high-
est-incarcerating state in the highest-
incarcerating country in the world. As it 

turns out, Oklahoma has had the highest incarcera-
tion rate in the world since the end of 2016; we just 
didn’t know it because federal statistics are released 
on a year-long lag.

With incarceration rates that are not rivaled even by 
the most repressive governments in the world, Okla-
homans should constantly be asking this question 
of our officials, our neighbors, and ourselves: why is 
our current level of incarceration appropriate here 
when it’s not needed literally anywhere else in the 
world?

Oklahoma incarcerates about 1,079 per 100,000 of 
our residents, according to the Prison Policy Initia-
tive study that’s received attention recently. These 
numbers put Oklahoma at the very top of the list of 
states, just more than Louisiana and Mississippi, and 
over 50% higher than the national incarceration rate.

And we’re far out of step with the rest of a coun-
try that is already far out of step with the rest of the 
world. Our incarceration rate, for example, is nearly 
10 times higher than that of Canada.

That means that more than one in 100 Oklahoma 

adults are in jail or prison at any given time. With 
incarceration this common, it seems that just about 
every Oklahoman should have several family mem-
bers, friends, or acquaintances in jail or prison, but 
we know that the burden of the justice system falls 
much more heavily on low-income communities and 
communities of color.

For black Oklahomans, the incarceration rate was 
five times higher than for white Oklahomans, with 
nearly four in 100 black Oklahomans incarcerated 
in 2010, a number that’s certainly grown eight years 
later.

This mass incarceration of black Oklahomans – es-
pecially black men – is so widespread that it warps 
our sense of reality. The communities impacted most 
heavily by incarceration have thousands of men of 
prime working age, who could be earning an income 
and contributing to their families and communities, 
but instead are locked up for years and released with 
badly diminished work and life prospects.

This is an enormous loss to all of us, even those 
who don’t know anyone who is incarcerated. We’ll 
never know what these people might have contributed 
to our state – economically, creatively, in schools, in 
jobs, in families – because we’ve essentially thrown 
them away.
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Oklahomans for Criminal Justice Reform leader 
Kris Steele often says, “There is no such thing as a 
spare Oklahoman.” It’s a sentiment that should be 
true, but the data clearly shows that’s not how we’ve 
been acting.

Even broadly popular reforms that take aim at the 
possession of drugs for personal use and minor theft 
crimes have brought alarmist criticism from elected 
law enforcement officials and legislators. While vot-
ers approved SQ 780 by large margins to change drug 
possession and minor thefts to misdemeanors, Dis-
trict Attorneys have maintained their opposition.

“It is giving the drug dealing culture exactly what 
they want. They’re going to feel emboldened if all they 
have to worry about is a misdemeanor crime,” warned 
Tulsa County District Attorney Steve Kunzweiler.

It’s much harder to accept that argument if we step 
back and look at where our prison-addicted justice 
system has left us. If incarceration keeps us safer, as 
opponents of reform argue, we should expect that the 
highest incarceration rate in the world should bring 
with it the safest, most prosperous communities in 
the world. Instead, we have above-average levels of 
crime, devastated communities, and stubbornly high 
rates of poverty.

Are Oklahomans more dangerous, more prone to 
addiction, more given to stealing from our neighbors, 
than the rest of the world? Are Oklahomans really 10 

times more criminal than Canadians? We must chal-
lenge everyone who opposes meaningful criminal 
justice reform to answer those questions in a serious 
way.

Doing so will elevate a key truth: the real radicals 
in the reform debate are those who believe that what 
has worked to reduce crime and incarceration else-
where would lead to chaos in Oklahoma.

This isn’t just wrong; it’s a disturbing idea that re-
veals the lowest imaginable opinion of the people of 
our state.
Ryan Gentzler is a policy analyst for Oklahoma Pol-
icy Institute; www.okpolicy.org.

Read The Observer On-Line
www.okobserver.org
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A new report shows the youngest generation 
of Oklahomans face far-reaching challeng-
es. The state ranks near the bottom in the 
nation for most measures of child well-be-

ing, according to the 2018 KIDS COUNT® Data Book 
released in June by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Overall, the report ranks Oklahoma 44th out of all 
50 states for child well-being. Even in areas where 
Oklahoma has seen the most improvement recent-
ly, we’re not keeping up with the progress in other 
states.

We have a high percentage of kids scoring below 
proficient in reading and math, a high rate of teen 
births, hundreds of thousands of kids living in pover-
ty, and tens of thousands without health insurance.

The 2018 Data Book shows that while Oklahoma 
has improved on some measures of child well-being, 
we still have a lot of work to do.

When Will State Tackle Abysmal
Child Well-Being Ranking?

BY GENE PERRY

The annual KIDS COUNT Data Book uses 16 indica-
tors to rank each state across four domains – health, 
education, economic well-being, and family and com-
munity – as an assessment of child well-being.

In three out of four areas, Oklahoma ranks in the 
Bottom 10.

The state’s best ranking was 36th, for economic 
well-being. The economic security of Oklahoma kids 
has improved significantly in recent years as the 
state and national economy emerged from recession. 
Compared to 2010, 19% fewer children were in fami-
lies facing burdensome housing costs in 2016.

The state also made progress in reducing child pov-
erty and increasing full-time employment among par-
ents. However, the percentage of teens ages 16-19 not 
attending school and not working [9%] has remained 
stagnant and ranks as one of the highest percentages 
in the nation.
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Oklahoma’s lowest ranking among all areas covered 
in the report was 46th for education. While Oklahoma 
had seen progress in improving fourth grade reading 
proficiency, that progress was reversed in 2017 when 
71% of fourth graders scored below proficient, 44th 
worst in the nation. Oklahoma students ranked even 
lower [45th] for eighth grade math proficiency, with 
76% scoring below proficient.

We also ranked very low [44th] for family and com-
munity well-being. Oklahoma’s 2016 teen birth rate 
was tied with Mississippi for second highest in the 
nation. 

Oklahoma also ranked among the highest for chil-
dren in families where the head of household lacks a 
high school diploma [141,000 children, or 15% of all 
kids in the state].

Lastly, the state ranked 40th in health. Oklahoma 
continues to struggle with a relatively high child un-
insured rate [7%, fifth highest in the U.S.] and a high 
rate of child and teen deaths [35 deaths per 1,000, 

seventh highest in the U.S.].
For too long, Oklahoma has under-invested in chil-

dren and put too many barriers in the way of young 
families who are struggling to get by. The commit-
ments made this year to fund education and teacher 
pay will make a difference, but we also took some 
steps in the wrong direction.

For example, the push to deny health care to very 
low-income parents who don’t meet strict work and 
reporting requirement threatens health care access 
for both these parents and their children. Whole 
families suffer when a parent loses health care – and 
when that parent is struggling with mental illness or 
a chronic disease, it can cascade into deep poverty or 
losing kids to foster care.

We must do better to become a state that protects 
and empowers all our kids.
Gene Perry is Director of Strategy and Communica-
tions for Oklahoma Policy Institute; www.okpolicy.
org.

State Restores Child
Abuse Prevention Contracts

BY JOE DORMAN

It has not been a good year for the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health [OSDH], as the agency has 
been rocked by the discovery of widespread finan-
cial mismanagement and neglect, followed by the 

resignation of several agency leaders. As was widely 
reported, tens of millions of dollars were shifted from 
federal grants to state programs, a clear conflict with 
potential legal concerns.

Even more frustrating, the redirection appears to 
have been unnecessary; it was later discovered that 
other agency accounts held enough state dollars to 
cover costs without the improper use of federal funds.

Bringing this agency into compliance and restoring 
accountability will likely be a priority for all lawmak-
ers and will require a significant investment to mod-
ernize the agency’s accounting system, which is ap-
parently hopelessly outdated and ineffective.

While that is certainly necessary, it is important 
not to let other key priorities fall by the wayside, es-
pecially projects that support children and families 
or that fund preventative measures that protect fami-
lies from hardship or tragedy.

Since the turnover in administration, I am pleased 
that interim Director Tom Bates, former special advi-
sor to Gov. Mary Fallin on DHS issues, has helped 
“right the ship” with many agency directives and re-
stored a clear focus to their mission.

For instance, OSDH has said it will restore $2 mil-
lion dollars in funding for the Office of Child Abuse 
Prevention [OCAP] for state fiscal year 2019. Fund-

ing had been cut by former agency leadership from 
the FY ‘18 budget, terminating contracts with part-
ner organizations involved in the Parents as Teachers 
[PAT] home visiting program. OCAP funding meets a 
requirement for state mandated services related to 
child abuse prevention programs.

OSDH currently provides assistance to families 
in targeted areas, through the Maternal, Infant and 
Early Childhood Home Visiting grant. Those funds 
support three home visiting models: Children First 
[Oklahoma’s Nurse Family Partnership program], PAT 
and SafeCare Augmented. 

According to Beth Martin, interim director for 
OSDH Family Support and Prevention Service, “OCAP 
contracts are just one part of our overall effort to pre-
vent child abuse. A continuum of services including 
the Parents as Teachers program, allows us [OSDH] 
to reach families that might otherwise fall through 
the cracks.”

In FY ‘17, Parents as Teachers contractors served 
608 families in 26 counties. The temporary termina-
tion of this program was felt by all those families, as 
well as others it could have served.

If we are truly going to move out of the basement for 
rankings which measure child wellbeing and quality 
of life, it will take a collaborative effort between the 
government, these private programs and the families 
which want to see improvement.
Former state Rep. Joe Dorman is CEO of the Okla-
homa Institute for Child Advocacy.
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Inhofe’s Shameful About-Face On Pruitt
BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

Leave it to Oklahoma’s feeble Sen. Jim Inhofe 
to breathe new life into Scott Pruitt’s trou-
bled political career.

In mid-June, it appeared Pruitt’s tumultu-
ous reign as Environmental Protection Agency chief 
was – mercifully – nearing an end.

Even though President Trump singled out Pruitt for 
public praise, Inhofe signaled that the former Okla-
homa attorney general’s breathtaking venality was 
nearing the indefensible point.

Inhofe ominously announced he’d requested a face-
to-face meeting to discuss the EPA administrator’s 
repeated missteps, presumably everything from his 
sweetheart lodging deal at a lobbyist’s condo to lav-
ish spending on pens, security and travel to deploy-
ing EPA staff as his personal valets. How much for 
that used mattress, Mr. President?

Rather than gently push Pruitt toward the exit, In-
hofe did an about-face – not only declaring he believed 

Pruitt that the allegations were “totally wrong,” but 
also claiming liberal activist Tom Steyer was stirring 
up the misinformation.

Even for Inhofe, whose career is full of illogical, de-
monstrably false public utterances, the verbal gym-
nastics were breathtakingly Trumpian.

“I had a long meeting with [Pruitt],” Inhofe told the 
Tulsa World. “We went over these accusations one by 
one, and it turns out they’re totally wrong.”

It seems unlikely at age 83 – and after 24 years as a 
U.S. senator – that Inhofe is so gullible or naïve. That 
leaves only two other plausible explanations: Inhofe’s 
lying to protect his protégé. Or Pruitt has compromis-
ing photos of Inhofe.

Inhofe started tongues-wagging about Pruitt’s fu-
ture during an appearance on conservative Laura 
Ingraham’s radio show and in an interview with the 
Washington Post. 

Inhofe bluntly told Ingraham that Pruitt – long 
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viewed as Inhofe’s heir apparent – better shape up or 
he might need to “leave that job.” Later, he qualified 
his remark, insisting to the Post he wasn’t calling on 
Pruitt to resign. Yet, he took advantage of the mo-
ment to heap praise on Pruitt’s recently confirmed 
chief deputy, Andrew Wheeler, describing him as “re-
ally qualified, too” – adding, “that might be a good 
swap.”

In politics, when a powerful senator like Inhofe sug-
gests your high-profile federal job is in jeopardy and 
identifies your possible replacement, it might be time 
to freshen up your resume.

Moreover, Inhofe wasn’t the only lawmaker casting 
doubt on Pruitt’s future. Iowa’s senators, Republi-
cans Chuck Grassley and Joni Ernst, who’ve clashed 
with Pruitt over ethanol policy, clearly aren’t fans – 
Ernst calling Pruitt “as swampy as you get,” Grassley 
declaring Pruitt is “ill-serving the president.”

Even eight-term Oklahoma Rep. Tom Cole tepidly 
weighed in, first describing Pruitt as an “honorable 
and ethical person” in an interview with E&E News, 
an online news service focusing on energy and the 
environment.

“I look at his performance as EPA director, and I 
couldn’t be more pleased,” Cole said. “I don’t think 
he has ethically done anything wrong, but I think he 

has exposed himself in ways that are politically un-
wise.”

Of course, Cole and Inhofe have been in the political 
trenches long enough to know Oklahomans will tol-
erate considerable graft and misbehavior from their 
elected elite. Their patience thins, however, when a 
public official lives a champagne diet on the taxpay-
ers’ budget.

Pruitt’s condo deal and first-class travel alone are 
enough to raise hackles. But his tenure has been an 
endless drip, drip, drip of questionable decisions – 
whether building a soundproof booth in his office, 
instructing his security detail to deploy flashing 
emergency lights and sirens when chauffeuring him 
about D.C. or asking aides to schedule meetings with 
Chick-fil-A leadership to discuss franchise opportu-
nities for Pruitt’s wife.

Repeat offender status suggests massive hubris, 
a political tin ear of historic note or a complete ab-
sence of moral and ethical compass.

Trump pledged to drain the swamp. Pruitt is the def-
inition of the swamp. It is time for him to go.

And Inhofe should be ashamed of himself for giv-
ing the ethically challenged Pruitt cover. Of course, 
shame has never been a quality Inhofe displayed – at 
least not in public.

Pruitt Grants Oklahoma Leniency
To Dispose of Toxic Coal Ash

BY OLIVIA ROSANE

Last month, Oklahoma became the first state 
to be granted a permit from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency [EPA] to dispose of its 
own coal ash, The Associated Press reported.

The move displaces the federal government as the 
body responsible for coal ash disposal in EPA head 
Scott Pruitt’s home state. Coal ash is the residue left 
over from burning coal for power that often contami-
nates groundwater. It is a change that industry has 
lobbied for and environmental groups have opposed.

States have demonstrated that “they don’t care 
about the health and safety of communities near coal 
ash dumps,” Earthjustice attorney Lisa Evans told 
The Associated Press.

About 100 million tons of coal ash is produced by 
U.S. plants every year, often left in disposal ponds 
that leak into groundwater, contaminating it with pol-
lutants like arsenic and radium. Tests ordered by the 
EPA this spring of groundwater around plants in vari-
ous states found elevated pollution levels, according 
to The Associated Press.

Despite this, “industry has asked for leniency, less 
stringency. That’s the direction they’re going,” Evans 

said.
According to documents obtained under the Free-

dom of Information Act, switching coal ash oversight 
to states was part of an “action plan” proposed by 
coal industry executive Robert Murray this spring to 
Pruitt and other officials in the Trump Administra-
tion.

Pruitt defended the decision, saying in a statement 
that the move empowered “those who are best posi-
tioned to oversee coal ash management – the officials 
who have intimate knowledge of the facilities and the 
environment in their state.”

Pruitt also moved to weaken Obama-era coal ash 
disposal regulations in March, but the rule change 
allowing states to control coal ash disposal was actu-
ally passed by Congress and signed by former Presi-
dent Barack Obama in 2016, according to NPR. The 
law said that state rules had to be “as protective as” 
federal guidelines.

“I am pleased that Oklahoma is the first state in 
the nation to receive approval of its Coal Combustion 
Residuals permit program. We actually incorporated 
the federal rule into our state permitting rules pro-
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gram over a year ago,” Oklahoma Department of En-
vironmental Quality (DEQ) Executive Director Scott 
Thompson said in an EPA press release about the 
decision.

But at a hearing in February, Oklahoma environ-
mental groups said the DEQ was not prepared to ad-
equately regulate coal ash.

“The DEQ rules are weaker than the EPA rules,” 
Oklahoma Grand Riverkeeper and activist Earl Hatley 
told NPR in February. “This is just a boon for indus-

try to do what they want.”
Waterkeeper Alliance senior attorney Kelly Foster 

further expressed concerns that the DEQ plan did 
not provide enough information on how companies 
would be made to comply with regulations and how 
the DEQ would take on new responsibilities with ex-
isting resources.

Georgia and Texas are following Oklahoma in tak-
ing steps to control coal ash disposal, The Associ-
ated Press reported.

How Pruitt Scored Rose Bowl Tickets
BY E.A. CRUNDEN

An Oklahoma businessman tied to the ener-
gy industry reportedly helped his longtime 
friend, Environmental Protection Agency 
[EPA] head Scott Pruitt, obtain coveted 

tickets to see the Rose Bowl in January, according 
to a letter sent Thursday by a top ranking Democrat. 
Pruitt is currently the subject of more than a dozen 
federal investigations, many involving his financial 
and ethical decisions as leader of the agency.

The letter was sent by  Rep. Elijah Cummings, 
D-MD, to Renzi Stone, a former Sooner basketball 
player and the head of the communications firm Sax-
um, which describes itself as having “extensive expe-
rience in marketing strategy, crisis communication 
and public affairs for energy companies.” 

Cummings queried the specifics of the arrange-
ment, the Washington Post first reported Friday. Ad-
dressing Stone, who is also an Oklahoma University 
Board of Regents member, Cummings noted that the 
energy executive played a key role in obtaining the 
tickets for Pruitt.

That information reportedly came to light after a 
former Pruitt aide, Millan Hupp, who served as direc-
tor of scheduling and advance, told the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform recently 
that Stone had provided Pruitt and his family with 
Rose bowl tickets. Hupp is previously known to have 
arranged Pruitt’s travel to the game, which the official 
attended with his wife and two children.

According to Hupp’s testimony, Pruitt paid Stone 
for the tickets. In his letter, Cummings, who serves 
as a ranking member on the Oversight committee, 
noted that federal ethics rules “prohibit government 
employees from accepting gifts, such as tickets to 
sporting events, unless they pay ‘market value.’”

Pruitt paid $175 each for the tickets, which were 
valued at seven times that amount according to the 
New York Times.

Saxum’s slogan is “We Know Energy” and the 
agency has assisted a wide array of clients including 
Plains All American Pipeline. Media relations for that 
company told ThinkProgress the association between 
Plains and Saxum ended in November 2017 and was 
limited to Oklahoma-based public relations support 

for a pipeline construction project. Cummings noted 
in his letter that Plains currently has a petition be-
fore the EPA to “to discharge hydrostatic test water 
from a pipeline in Corpus Christi, Texas.”

Saxum has also done work for the American Petro-
leum Institute and the Interstate Natural Gas Associ-
ation of America, as well as well-known corporations 
like 7-Eleven.

“I am writing to request documents regarding your 
actions in assisting EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 
in obtaining highly sought-after tickets to attend the 
Rose Bowl on New Year’s Day where the University 
of Oklahoma Sooners played in the semifinal for the 
College Football Playoff National Championship,” 
Cummings wrote to Stone on Thursday.

Cummings asked Stone to provide “all documents 
and communications with Pruitt” from Jan. 20, 2017 
to present day. He gave Stone until June 28 to pro-
duce the requested materials. Stone was reportedly 
on a multi-week global trip with his family at present, 
but on Twitter he confirmed both obtaining the tick-
ets for Pruitt and doing so through an aide.

“Each year mid-Dec people call for OU bowl tickets. 
Scott Pruitt, my friend since 2001, asked through an 
aide if he could buy Rose Bowl tix,” Stone wrote. “I 
made connection to OU ticket office. He bought them. 
That’s it. I’ll respond to Rep. Cummings… we don’t do 
any work for clients at EPA.”

Pruitt is under fire for a number of decisions as 
EPA administrator, including a sweetheart condo 
deal arranged with the wife of an energy lobbyist in 
2017. His close ties with industry officials and lobby-
ists have also sparked criticism, in addition to rely-
ing on aides to undertake personal tasks on behalf, 
as seems to have been the case with the Rose Bowl 
ticket purchase, per Stone’s comments.

© ThinkProgress
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Cousins Lives Matter
BY GARY EDMONDSON

On Feb 21, Erica Jones reported for WRC TV in 
Washington, DC that, “The family of an unarmed 
black motorcyclist who was shot and killed by a 
Washington, DC, police officer in 2016 reached a 
$3.5 million settlement with DC government, the 
mayor’s office announced Wednesday.

“The family of Terrence Sterling filed a $50 million 
lawsuit against the District and the Metropolitan 
Police Department in Superior Court in December 
2016, alleging Officer Brian Trainer shot Sterling, 
31, in the back Sept. 11, 2016, even though he didn’t 
pose a threat to the officer or anyone else.”

CNN reported later this spring that the deputy who 
shot and killed an unarmed black man in Houston 
March 22 had been fired.

Black lives matter.
On April 19, two Florida deputy sheriffs were shot 

and killed as they ate lunch, apparently because of 
the uniforms they were wearing. Their sheriff called 
them, “The best of the best.”

On March 7, the Associated Press reported, “A 
man shot and killed a police officer and wounded 
two others who were checking on a disturbance at a 
[Clinton] Missouri home …

“ … [Shots] were fired at the Clinton officers 
soon after they arrived at the home around 9:20 
p.m. Tuesday. Officer Christopher Ryan Morton, a 

30-year-old who had served in the Army, was fatally 
shot while trying to apprehend the suspect. The 
other two officers were treated at a hospital.”

Blue lives matter.
And, unfortunately, the shooting deaths of un-

armed black men and ambushed lawmen seem to be 
increasing at epidemic rates.

On Feb. 23, The Houston Chronicle reported, “Po-
lice in Amarillo shot an innocent man who helped 
foil a possible church shooting.”

The shooting happened shortly after 9 a.m. Feb. 14 
at the Faith City Mission. Police said a man barged 
into the church and held about 100 people hostage.

In the interim before officers arrived, a handful of 
churchgoers wrestled the intruder to the ground. A 
Hispanic man was able to grab the gun.

Officers entered the building, saw Tony Garces 
holding the gun and opened fire, according to the 
Amarillo Police Department.

The victim, who spoke to ABC 7 Amarillo, has 
since been released and told the station he would do 
it all over again despite being shot by police.

“There were other people there,” Garces said. “I 
just took the gun away from him. I got shot. I got the 
bad part. It’s life.”

Brown lives matter.
On Mar. 7, Charles Hamilton of the Canadian 
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Broadcasting Company reported, “Crown prosecu-
tors will not appeal the acquittal of Gerald Stanley, 
the Saskatchewan farmer who was accused of fatally 
shooting a young Indigenous man in the head.

“Stanley, of the Biggar, Sask. area, was found not 
guilty by a 12-person jury last month in the shoot-
ing death of 22-year-old Colten Boushie.”

Indigenous lives matter.
According to Sebastian Murdock in the Mar. 7 

Huffington Post, “A Kansas man who fatally shot an 
Indian immigrant in a bar last year pleaded guilty to 
murder on Tuesday.

“Adam Purinton, a 52-year-old white man, alleg-
edly yelled racial slurs and “Get out of my country” 
before he fatally shot engineer Srinivas Kuchibhotla 
and wounded his friend, Alok Madasani, during the 
Feb. 22, 2017, attack at Austin’s Bar and Grill in 
Olathe, KS.”

He has since been sentenced to life in prison.
Desi lives matter.
In the January edition of The Oklahoma Observer – 

that feisty journal currently celebrating its 50th year 
of comforting the afflicted and afflicting the comfort-
able – Frank Silovsky of OKC wrote a letter to the 
editor that I hoped would spark a discussion.

He mentioned that, “Growing up in Chicago in the 
1940s and 1950s, we referred to the dominant races 
as Negro and White Persons. Persons who were a 
mixture of the two were referred to as Mulattoes; 
nothing demeaning or insulting intended.”

The disappearance of “mulatto” from the conversa-
tion, Silovsky says, makes it possible to “miss an 
important part of their personhood.”

His case in point is former president Barack 
Obama. By pigeon-holing him as African-American 
or Black, we overlook “his mother’s remarkable 
family heritage dating back to our nation’s indepen-
dence.” She qualifies for membership in the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution; her son, the Sons 
of American Revolution.

I think Silovsky is overly optimistic to think that 
emphasizing Obama’s full heritage would have 
silenced the hate-mongers. But his point deserves 
examination.

During last fall’s edition of Finding Your Roots on 
PBS, Dr. Henry Louis Gates observed that, on aver-
age, African-Americans in the U.S. show a 24% DNA 
profile from Northern Europe.

Recently, during a C-SPAN 2 interview, author Wal-
ter Moseley noted that he could be sitting at a table 
with a dozen of African-Americans and none of them 
would have the same skin tone.

And to that point, a cosmetic firm has recently 
rolled out 40 separate shades of makeup for the 
African-American market.

The sordid truth behind the majority of these 
cases is that those noble Southern cavaliers were 

raping their slaves – and then subjecting their own 
sons and daughters to bondage.

Over the past 40 years, historians have pretty 
much settled the debate that Thomas Jefferson did 
father six children with slave Sally Hemings. What is 
not as widely known is that she was likely the light-
skinned, half-sister of Jefferson’s wife. Three of her 
children lived in white society.

One of the more moving segments of Finding Your 
Roots was the confirmation of the family legend for 
Ty Burrell – Modern Family’s endearing doofuss dad 
– that he had a slave grandmother back among the 
great-greats.

Yes, it was true. The researchers even dragged up 
written evidence from an observer at the time report-
ing how the slave owner was smitten with the partic-
ularly vivacious 13-year-old slave. Thus, Burrell was 
faced with claiming his descent from both the victim 
and her rapist.

More recently, younger generations seem color-
blind in seeking romantic partners, their children 
uniting different heritages – from celebrities to our 
families and neighbors.

We’ve known for 30 years that everyone on Earth 
right now descends from one Mitochondrial Eve, 
who lived in Africa about 200,000 years ago. Our 
cousinhood is a scientific fact.

Two years ago, Live Science reported, “Today, the 
mainstream belief among scientists is that race is 
a social construct without biological meaning … In 
an article published … in the journal Science, four 
scholars say racial categories are weak proxies for 
genetic diversity and need to be phased out.”

Thus, racism is not only morally repugnant, but 
also the height of ignorance.

But in this country, even our oldest relationships 
are much younger. Our refusal to recognize this 
speaks poorly of our rationality, too much to irratio-
nal fears and subsequent hatreds.

Former White House Advisor on Bigotry Steve Ban-
non wandered around Europe this spring encour-
aging like-mindless fools to embrace, proclaim, be 
proud of their racist ignorance.

From celebrities to regular folks, most Americans 
are moving into an era of increasing color-blindness. 
Maybe that is behind the bigots’ fears. Their big lie 
claim to a bogus superiority, exposed as the non-
sense it is, is being rejected by true Americans. 

Let’s hope so.
Cousins lives matter, Cousins.

Duncan resident Gary Edmondson is chair of the 
Stephens County Democratic Party.

Read The Observer On-Line
www.okobserver.org
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Creating Poverty Among Our Elderly
BY BOB D. ROUNSAVELL

If Donald Trump and many Republicans have their 
way, our nation’s senior citizens will soon fall into a 
quagmire of poverty.

By mid-century, millions of hardworking Ameri-
cans who had raised families while looking forward 
to the day they could relax, do some traveling and 
enjoy a hobby or two could well be face-to-face with 
a life of poverty. Hard times will be what many of 
them will find upon their retirement.

Across the poverty line the wealthy in their en-
claves will get up daily eager to enjoy their life of lei-
sure. This will be due to the $1.5 trillion-plus budget 
hole Trump’s tax reform will confront the working 
class with at the beginning of their twilight years.

Most of those suffering through their retirement 
can thank Trump and his ilk for drastically reducing 
the safety nets of Social Security, Medicare and Med-
icaid to pay for the massive tax cuts being enjoyed 
by the moneyed group.

It’s time Trump and the lawmakers hear from 
those who care about this country and its direction. 
The 115th Congress has reconvened and is franti-
cally searching for funds to pay for the wealthy’s 
gargantuan tax cuts gifted to them by Trump and his 
allies in Congress. 

Rest assured that some of the worst and most 
dangerous debt reduction plans are about to resur-
face as lawmakers search for solutions to deal with 
soaring deficits and a national debt run amok to the 
tune of at least $1.4 trillion.

As Congress returns to work on these goals, look 
for the following:  

The Social Security COLA will be cut and attached 
to the “chained” Consumer Price Index [CPI]. Older 
folks heavily dependent on Social Security will see 
next to nothing in COLA benefits, as was the case 
after the 2008 recession.

House Speaker Paul Ryan wants most of the Social 
Security benefits – heretofore guaranteed – to be 
exposed to the ups and downs of the Stock Mar-
ket. Thus many older folks will simply end up with 
smaller Social Security checks at the end of the 
year.

Yes, Speaker Ryan will not run for reelection, but 
several Ryan clones will be left in the House of Rep-
resentatives trying to make certain some ideas on 
privatizing will become part of America’s future.

As a longtime supporter of privatizing Social Se-
curity, the speaker will leave a legacy that will allow 
the insurance industry access to Medicare funds, 
likely spelling the doom of traditional Medicare.

A number of U.S. Congress members could raise 
the Medicare eligibility age to 67 or 69.  Better not 
get sick soon.

No doubt it’s time we the people begin our resis-
tance to the harmful policies the present admin-
istration in Washington will try to implement. We 
need to strengthen and improve both Social Security 
and Medicare. Same effort for Medicaid since most 
recipients are unable to do it for themselves.

Come on, folks. This is still America, not some 
third-world country ruled by a dictator. Or, wait a 
minute, maybe it is now that Trumpism is running 
our country.

After all, quite possibly most of us think we de-
serve only the best.  Democracy be damned if it can’t 
give me and my family what we deserve; after all we 
were born here. Who says we have to work for it?

Sobering fact: a demagogue untrained in the politi-
cal arena is now leading a political party interested 
only in its best interests, not in the peoples’. Still, 
where we all finally end up depends upon our desire 
to preserve this democracy and upon our willing-
ness to save it. For example, will we still have good 
public education, or will only the wealthy have ac-
cess to expensive private schooling?

Our American freedoms must be fought for and 
continually supported in order for us to keep them. 
They will not come to us free of charge. It’s never 
easy to get two political parties or individuals to 
arrive at a compromise. But that is exactly what is 
required if this country is to continue to be the best 
place in the world to live in.

Congress must not be allowed to cut Social Secu-
rity, Medicare and Medicaid in order to prop up their 
tax cuts. The president and the Republicans are re-
sponsible for cutting taxes without creating fair and 
responsible means to deal with the consequences of 
increasing the national debt.

Now they want to rob the elderly and the poor by 
cutting the revenue sources that keep them alive 
and well. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

This is the time for us all to turn our attention 
and our energy to saving the American Dream from 
collapsing under a national debt created by a Re-
publican Party unable and unwilling any longer to 
function as a viable political entity. When will the 
Republican Party once again begin to carry its share 
of a two-party political system keeping the American 
dream alive?

The Republican Party needs to accept responsibil-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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Please Forgive Us
BY VERN TURNER

Several of my Facebook friends are Canadians. 
They keep asking me what the hell happened. 
I try to explain. They send back verbal head-
shakes or remain silent. In every case, how-

ever, my Canadian friends are polite and gracious. 
I think they understand what caused such a dreadful 
mistake: 62 million dupes, an electoral anachronism 
[the Electoral College] and an over-confident opposi-
tion party led to the worst person in the world becom-
ing our president.

No, I’m not ignoring my grammar rules. Donald 
Trump does not warrant having his title capitalized.

This most recent series of outrageous and insult-
ing policy decisions and “ideas” from our executive 
branch are clear indicators of two things: 

[1] Trump and his minions had these things in mind 
all along as part of their plan to destroy the “admin-
istrative state,” aka democracy; [2] Trump got tired of 
playing by any of the rules of decorum, decency and 

diplomacy, the law and the so-called norms of Presi-
dential power.

This is not an either/or choice. These two things 
are real, obvious and uncompromising in their stark-
ness, petulance and utter savagery embodied in the 
Trump Administration. 

After this man and his horror show are gone, let 
us all hope that there is enough of our democracy 
left for repairs, enough of our friends who waited pa-
tiently for us to vomit out the orange hairball that 
has scourged our world and a counter reaction that 
actually returns diplomacy, candor and grace to our 
world entanglements.

To my Canadian friends, I also send reminders that 
we are not a bad people. We love Canada. We love Ca-
nadians. 

In so many ways you set behavioral examples that 
we should live by more often.

Most of us Americans know that you are not a threat 
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to our national security. We’ve been trading with you 
for almost 200 years and have done very well by each 
other. 

Trump’s attacks on our trade policies with Canada 
are part of his psychosis and paranoia. But we, the 
vast majority of Americans, know that he does not 
speak for us.

Be patient with us. Please. We are trying to fix this.
There are rational people here who don’t flaunt 

guns, obscene tattoos and religious lunacy. In fact, 
we are the majority. You just don’t hear about us, be-
cause the media is too busy frothing over the latest 
Trumpian outburst that pisses people off, scares our 
friends and roils the international economies.

Speaking for just myself and those who feel the 
same, please accept our apology for the latest G-7 
idiocy from Donald Trump. There is nobody on Earth 
that he won’t insult or embarrass. Hell, he embar-
rasses 320 million of his own citizens every day by 
opening his mouth and letting the sewage of his mind 
pour out.

We are so sorry for allowing this “thing” out of its 
cage and onto the world stage. Please don’t think that 
our liberal and progressive people in any way con-
done what the Trump policy – not Democratic poli-
cies or laws – is doing to children along our southern 
border. 

These actions are pathetic in their cruelty and sav-
agery against innocent people. The people trying to 
enter our country are running for their lives, and it’s 
our fault. 

But to warehouse children that have been torn from 
the arms of their parents is beyond anything resem-
bling what civilized nations do. We apologize for this 
disgrace.

It is our fault that we have thousands of Central 
Americans fleeing to the north. It is our drug culture 
that keeps demanding illegal drugs. Our drug use is 
driving these poor Central Americans into the waiting 
arms of the Border Patrol and ICE.

I’m not talking about marijuana; it looks like we’re 
going to get that sorted out soon – except for Texas, 
which will probably never understand the medical 
benefits of pot because the churches tell them not to.

When we ask ourselves why so many people use 
drugs that kill, maim and turn good, healthy citizens 
into drooling idiots, the answers are a muddle of self-
indulgence, boredom and peer pressure. The burden 
of imminent death, though, lands on the drug-pro-
ducing countries. 

The money [billions of dollars per year] flows most-
ly into the pockets of the drug gangs and cartels. The 
poor people remain poor, and if they don’t respond to 
the gangs’ recruitments of “mules” and dealers, they 
are killed. 

Those are the horrible truths behind the self-in-
dulgences of our drug users in the good old United 
States.

Donald Trump never blames the American citizens 
who use drugs, but exploits the fears of uninformed 

Americans to satisfy his racist agenda. 
These are the tactics of demagogues, dictators and 

despots. 
After almost 18 months of constant madness from 

the White House – they just set new league records 
for executive branch turnover – it is clear that Donald 
Trump is behaving like an unhinged despot with aspi-
rations for eternal power.

That is the most frightening statement I’ve ever 
written, and I hope that I am wrong.

In closing, my Canadian friends, I hope you will for-
give us our transgressions with our international be-
havior as dictated by this current president. 

When he is finally gone, we promise to do much 
better and elect someone who actually represents 
the better angels of our nature. We promise to elect 
someone who is rational, compassionate and inter-
ested in investing in people rather than more wars 
and ego-driven, bigoted nonsense that does nothing 
but antagonize the world.

Any national leader who thumbs his nose at his 
friends and sucks up to their enemies [Putin] is a 
most dangerous animal. 

We the people of America – the civilized people – 
have only the ballot box to fix this situation. I hope 
that this horror show will wake up enough of our 
somnolent citizens who didn’t vote in 2016 [92 mil-
lion of them] and do their civic duty.

We’re sorry that our so-called patriots stayed home. 
We’re trying to change that situation. Please forgive 
us our horrible mistake and be patient with our citi-
zens who are tying to rectify the worst thing to hap-
pen to us since our Civil War began, over 150 years 
ago.

Sometimes we Americans have to be shocked into 
action before we do the right things.
Denver resident Vern Turner is a regular contributor 
to The Oklahoma Observer. His latest book, Why An-
gels Weep: America and Donald Trump, is available 
through Amazon.
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Trump’s Fourth Of July
BY ROBERT REICH

On this coming Fourth of July, it’s worth 
pondering the true meaning of American 
patriotism – as opposed to the malignant, 
distorted view of it propounded by Donald 

J. Trump.
For Trump, the central challenge of American pa-

triotism is to secure our borders. “Without borders, 
there can be no nation,” he says.

But excluding foreigners has never been a dominant 
part of American patriotism. For most of its existence 
America has been relatively open to people from the 
rest of the world, especially those fleeing tyranny and 
violence.

America’s core struggle has been one of inclusion, 
not exclusion. We have strived to extend equal citi-
zenship to Native Americans, African Americans, 
women, and LGBTQs.

The poems of Walt Whitman and Langston Hughes, 
and the songs of Woody Guthrie, expressed loving de-

votion to America while turning that love into a de-
mand for justice.

“This land is your land, this land is my land” sang 
Guthrie. “Let America be America again,” pleaded 
Hughes: “The land that never has been yet–/And yet 
must be – the land where everyone is free./The land 
that’s mine – the poor man’s, Indian’s Negro’s, ME –.”

Trump’s patriotism centers on symbolic displays of 
loyalty like standing for the national anthem and wav-
ing the American flag.

But such displays haven’t been at the center of 
American patriotism, either. Historically, American 
patriotism has meant taking a fair share of the bur-
dens of keeping the nation going.

This includes volunteering time and energy to im-
proving the community and country. It has meant 
paying taxes in full rather than lobbying for lower tax-
es, seeking tax loopholes, or squirreling away money 
abroad.
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It also means refraining from making political con-
tributions that corrupt our politics, and blowing the 
whistle on abuses of power even at the risk of losing 
one’s job.

Real patriotism involves strengthening our democ-
racy – defending the right to vote and ensuring more 
Americans are heard, not claiming without evidence 
that millions voted fraudulently and pushing for laws 
that make it harder for blacks and Latinos to vote.

True patriots don’t inundate government with in-
dustry lobbyists, attack the freedom of the press, 
criticize judges who disagree with them, or fill the 
airwaves with lies. They don’t direct employers to fire 
employees who exercise their freedom of speech.

True patriots don’t court foreign dictators, and 
don’t excuse tyranny by denigrating America.

When asked whether Vladimir Putin is a killer, 
Trump responded, “You think our country’s so inno-
cent?” When asked about Turkish strongman Erdo-
gan’s disdain for civil liberties, Trump said, “When 
the world looks at how bad the United States is, and 
then we go and talk about civil liberties, I don’t think 
we’re a very good messenger.”

True patriots don’t fuel racist, religious or ethnic 
divisions. They aren’t homophobic or sexist. To the 
contrary, true patriots seek to confirm and strength-
en and celebrate the “we” in “we the people of the 
United States.”

Trump is the first United States president to use the 
term “we” to refer only to his supporters. “My sup-

Why Trump & Co. Fear Immigrants
BY KEN NEAL

To hear President Trump describe it, illegals 
are “swarming” across our southern border. 
You’d think he is describing locusts or worse. 
They are bringing crime, they are taking jobs, 
costing money, etc.

In fact, the “swarm” is a trickle and the dread-
ed Mexican menace has been reversed for some 
time with more going to Mexico than coming to 
the United States.

A recent Pew Research study showed ap-
prehension of illegals at the border to be at an 
all-time low, having steadily declined throughout 
this century.

Trump’s own government estimates that these 
terrible folks contributed $63 billion to the 
economy in the same decade. Trump rejected 
that finding and continues to claim illegals are 
costing the government “billions and billions.”

But let’s grant there are still a large number of 
refugees and immigrants fleeing such miserable 
countries as Guatemala and El Salvador. This is 
not the first wave of immigrants to hit the U.S. 

porters are the smartest, strongest, most hard work-
ing and most loyal that we have seen in our countries 
history,” he tweeted recently. “As we get stronger, so 
does our country.”

A majority of today’s Americans do worry that the 
nation is losing its national identity. But that identity 
has never been centered on our support for a particu-
lar president or his policies.

Nor, more fundamentally, has our identity depend-
ed on the whiteness of our skin or the uniformity of 
our ethnicity.

Our national identity has been our shared ideals.
If we are losing our national identity it is because 

we are losing those ideals: a commitment to the rule 
of law, to our democratic institutions, to truth, to 
tolerance of our differences, to equal political rights 
and equal opportunity, to participating in our civic 
life and making necessary sacrifices for these ideals 
we hold in common.

We must share these ideals if we are to have a func-
tioning society. Without them, there is no America.

Trump is doing everything he can to destroy these 
ideals. We must do everything we can to strengthen 
them.

This is the true test of our patriotism. 
Robert B. Reich is Chancellor’s Professor of Public 
Policy at the University of California-Berkeley. He 
has written 15 books, including the best sellers Af-
tershock, The Work of Nations, Beyond Outrage, Sav-
ing Capitalism, and his latest, The Common Good.

Virtually all Americans are here because of im-
migration.

The Irish, the Italians, Jewish people from a 
dozen nations, all showed up in great numbers. 
We even have the Statue of Liberty, a gift from 
the French celebrating our willingness to accept 
immigrants fleeing their home countries. Usu-
ally, they came here in hopes of a better life, 
fleeing wretched conditions in the home coun-
try. Such immigrants and their children became 
some of the nation’s outstanding citizens. Most 
were at least as successful as the average citi-
zen, no matter their background. Our history is 
dotted with immigrants who contributed greatly 
in government, business and social matters.

So why are President Trump and his followers 
so afraid of the current immigrants?

Immigrants from Mexico, for example, have 
performed about as other ethnic groups with 
second-generation immigrants generally adopt-
ing the language and joining the American push 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31
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How Opponents Feed 
Trump Media Machine

BY FROMA HARROP

The time has come for Donald Trump’s crit-
ics to take a much-deserved vacation from all 
things Donald Trump. The media especially 
can use this time to work on dropping their 

compulsion to obsess on every lie, insult and provo-
cation he crafts for their consumption. This invita-
tion extends to participants in social media, which, 
after all, are media also.

It is slowly dawning on the anti-Trump camp that 
repeating every inanity only feeds the propaganda 
machine. Attaching condemnation matters not. Just 
typing Trump’s affronts word for word amplifies them. 
You know what they say about how lies replayed and 
replayed start being taken as truth.

George Lakoff, a linguist who advises Democrats, 
vents frustration at how cleverly Trump manipulates 

the professional media. “Trump has turned words 
into weapons,” he recently said, “and he’s winning 
the linguistic wars.”

“Journalists have been trained to repeat what of-
ficials, especially the president, [say],” Lakoff added. 
“What it does is keep the lies out there.”

What should traditional media do? Make clear he’s 
lying. Tell what the lie is. Then go back to the truth. If 
there are part-truths in what he’s saying, then by all 
means include them.

Happily, respected news sources are getting better 
at treating the raw sewage before sending it through 
their pipes to the public. When Trump lies, they are 
now less inclined to copy-paste his statements in the 
headline. Instead, they center on the truth he’s dis-
mantling.
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Trump is very good at framing his tweets. Through 
word choice, he decides what the story is. Rather than 
break the frame, too many of his critics strengthen 
it by using his words. A skeptical reader who’s read 
“Crooked Hillary” a million times may start to believe 
the message.

The media’s Trump dilemma goes well beyond what 
they write about him. Even more concerning is how 
much they write.

Swiss journalist Patrik Muller notes the undesired 
results of excessively covering provocative politi-
cians. To illustrate, he uses the example of Christoph 
Blocher, a Swiss populist making waves in the 1990s. 
“In retrospect, it’s widely accepted that Mr. Blocher’s 
exuberant media presence, and his demonization, 
helped him rise,” Muller writes in The Wall Street 
Journal.

Muller is also surprised by American journalism’s 
lack of discretion in choosing things to obsess about. 
Did the media have to spend so much time, he asks, 
on tweets about Roseanne Barr, Kanye West and the 
latest twist in the Stormy Daniels case?

Many of us would like to see more old-fashioned 
coverage of issues. That Trump tries to insert himself 
into everything we talk about doesn’t require us to 

put him in the center of the discussion. Attention-
hungry declarations can be mentioned in passing.

My Twitter feed is populated by people I like and 
generally, though not always, agree with. But it is pol-
luted by tweets parroting every stupid, offensive and 
false statement coming out of the president. Some of 
my Twitter mates drench their disapproval in cloying 
melodrama. Annoyingly, they also amplify the idio-
cies of Laura Ingraham and Ann Coulter.

In the end, they are doing exactly what Trump world 
wants them to. 

And the Trump cult enjoys nothing more than see-
ing his detractors blow their tops in outrage.

I know, I know, my Twitter confreres. You’re riled 
up. Well, you’re letting them rile you up. Aren’t you 
getting tired of being jerked around on an hourly ba-
sis with no rest on weekends? Don’t you realize that 
the best revenge on publicity freaks is to starve them 
of publicity?

Take a break. Rest up. You’ll need your energy for 
the midterm elections.

That’s when the Trump era can start crumbling 
in earnest. That would be something even Trump 
couldn’t frame his way out of.

© Creators.com

Did Trump Con Us Again?
[I Really Don’t Care, Do U?]

BY BOB SCHNEIDER

I do care. As a matter of fact, I care a lot. It ap-
pears the No. 1 news story on June 21 was a cheap 
raincoat. Walking down North Michigan Avenue in 
Chicago, IL on a rainy day, you see many people tak-
ing fashion risks as they make their way down the 
street.

Odds are the average person would not pay the 
coat a second thought. Put that same coat on the 
First Lady of the United States as she makes a 
surprise humanitarian visit, and the obscure rain-
coat suddenly is the No. 1 news story in the United 
States. 

I am a veteran of White House politics. I have been 
an insider in three administrations and worked 
in four presidential campaigns. Nothing is left to 
chance when it comes to the White House or a pub-
lic campaign run by the White House. Every item 
of clothing, every accessory, every nuance of presi-
dential image is in sharp focus before the image is 
captured.

The notion Melania Trump just grabbed the rain-
coat on her way out the door is laughable on its 
very face. It is not like she was running out to buy 

some milk at the Social Safeway in Georgetown. Her 
husband’s administration was in the midst of being 
pummeled for separating children from their parents 
at the border, and it was a big day of White House 
mischief on Capitol Hill. Donald Trump needed a 
distraction.

He pulled a similar stunt successfully last summer 
during the Texas flooding crisis. He was under at-
tack for ignoring the plight of flood victims in a state 
that overwhelmingly supports him.

The First Lady to the rescue! The statuesque Mrs. 
Trump showed up to show her concern wearing a 
pair of high heels that would have allowed her to 
walk through the floodwaters at their deepest point 
and her ankles would stay dry. Just like June 21, 
she was tossed on the funeral pyre of insensitivity, 
and the heat was off Trump for a bit. 

Con artists are a cold lot. They will use anyone, in-
cluding a family member, to take the bullet for them. 
Mrs. Trump seems to be defining the First Lady role 
as a convenient shield to divert criticism from the 
president and his policies.

Other First Ladies have used the unpaid office 
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to help their husbands. 
Jackie Kennedy was the 
symbol of Camelot; Nancy 
Reagan – along with Sen. 
Howard Baker, who be-
came Reagan’s last chief 
of staff – lifted most of the 
burden from the president 
as Alzheimer’s Disease 
started to take its hold on 
the president.

Other First Ladies have 
tried to do good works. 
Now, we have First Lady 
Melania Trump, in the 
role of a magnet to take 
the heat away from her 
husband when things get 
searing hot.

Do you know why she is 
playing that role? We fall 
for it every time is why. 
Trump must have laughed 
his head off last night 
about how quickly we 
were distracted away from 
the tough issues.

We were all taken in by 
a cheap raincoat. Even 
old, cynical me took the 
bait. At first, I thought it 
had to be photo-shopped. 
Nobody dared to wear 
such a garment to a hu-
manitarian photo-op. The 
audacity was just unbe-
lievable.

It was not photo-
shopped, and it served 
its purpose. The opposi-
tion turned our focus 
away from a stalled im-
migration bill, a farm bill 
that attacks the weakest 
members of our society, 
and the Administration 
cutting Medicare and So-
cial Security to pay for tax 
cuts for the wealthy and 
Trump’s xenophobic wall.

Adroitly played, Don the 
Con.

There is good coming out of the spectacle. Where 
most of us saw controversy, Parker Malloy, a Chi-
cago writer, blogger and transgender activist saw an 
opportunity. Ms. Malloy started ireallydocare.com, 
an excellent site that with a single click one may 
support 14 organizations assisting the children who 
were taken from their parents by U.S. Customs Im-
migration and Enforcement [ICE]. Those kids need 

our help, and Ms. Malloy gives us a way to lend our 
hands to them.

The First Lady has earned closer scrutiny. To 
those in the Free Melania movement, do not think 
for a moment she wants to be liberated. She is along 
for the ride and a willing participant. Her taking the 
arrows for her husband is proof of that. She is just 
another player in the show and is OK with her role.

© ChicagoNow.com



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 31

Fear
for a better life through hard work and educa-
tion.

That’s the story of America. Come here with 
nothing, become American and live a better life. 
No country on earth has succeeded so much and 
no country has done it by accepting people from 
all nations.

So why are these people from the southern 
hemisphere so different? Well, they’re brown 
and they speak Spanish. Never mind that Ger-
man immigrants spoke German, Italians spoke 
Italian, etc. There is no getting around it; there 
is a deep bias against brown and black people 
among a substantial part of the American popu-
lation.

Demographers forecast a time in the near fu-
ture when white people will be in the minority in 
the U.S. That strikes fear in the hearts of many.

Question: When that happens, and the United 
States population is a shade or two darker than 
now, will we still be the United States of Ameri-
ca? Will dark-skinned people be Americans? Past 
history suggests that they will be acculturated 
and as American as any of us.

Unless – and this is the big unless – they are 
unlike earlier immigrants. Unless they are some-
how inferior because they are dark-skinned and 
speak Spanish.

If you believe that, you want an 18-foot wall 
to keep them out and if that fails, as it surely 
will, perhaps a wide moat. And if that fails, we 
always have the example of the iron curtain 

across Europe, complete with machine guns and 
barbed wire. We know how well that turned out.

Trump and his followers apparently believe 
our current wave of immigrants are unlike any 
other; that they will degrade our country, mak-
ing us darker and coarsening our culture. 

Yet there is nothing to indicate that. To be-
lieve it you indeed have to be pretty prejudiced, 
which means you ignore reason in favor of fear 
and ignorance.

No wonder Trump spouts falsehoods when he 
doesn’t like facts; no wonder he calls for inhu-
mane treatment of the immigrants; no wonder 
he wants to dump them [including their chil-
dren] back over the border without due process.

He’s afraid, afraid the darkening of the U.S. 
will end the lock on power that his kind have 
on the country. It should scare us all is that so 
many citizens share that fear.

Trump claims much of the factual reporting 
about him is fake news. In truth, the border 
invasion exists only in Trump’s imagination. It is 
a “trumped up” problem.

It is a sad fact that racism and an irrational 
fear of “them” underlies Trumpism and the pho-
ny border crisis. Even worse, his latest approval 
rating is 41%.

Our country is not as free of prejudice as we 
think. Perhaps the North did not completely win 
the Civil War.
Ken Neal is former editorial page editor of the 
Tulsa World.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

Separating children from their parents, as Trump, 
Sessions and their myrmidons did, is monstrous and 
has been characteristic of the biggest dictators of the 
modern era. Here are a few cases in case you don’t 
believe me:

1. Stalin’s police used to designate some Soviet citi-
zens as “enemies of the people” and then would take 
their children from those families. Some so designat-
ed who had their families confiscated were Jews.

2. Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge in Cambodia in the 1970s, 
1980s:

Every family that lived in the cities was forced by 
Khmer Rouge soldiers to work in the fields in the 
countryside. This was the time in which husbands 
and wives, mothers, fathers and their children, and 
brothers and sisters were all separated from each 
other.

3. Under Spanish dictator Francisco Franco, Cath-
olic hospitals were encouraged to steal babies from 
leftist families at the hospital, telling the parents 

they were stillborn, and then to give the infants to 
right wing families to raise.

4. Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi dictator, expelled tens 
of thousands of Iraqis of Iranian heritage as marked 
by their family names. In some instances, Saddam 
kept the children but expelled the parents:

“Many Shi’a refugees from southern Iraq testified 
about the forcible separation of their families during 
the early years of the Iran-Iraq war, when the Baath 
regime summarily deported tens of thousands of 
Shi’a to Iran on the grounds that they were of “Ira-
nian origin.”

5. The Burmese military junta has separated Mus-
lim children from their families, as part of the ongo-
ing attempt by the Buddhists to expel the Muslims.

6. And, yes, Hitler separated children from their 
families on a large scale. In some instances, he had 
children with blonde hair and blue eyes born into 
“Slavic” families kidnapped and given to a German 
family to raise Aryan. – JuanCole.com

Six Dictators Who Divided Kids From Parents
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Jim Hightower

What Do These People Want?
Where is the Democratic Party? The Party of the 

People is stuck in the status quo – the still reigning, 
old-line hierarchy of the Democratic Party is unwill-
ing to just be dedicated to, well, to the democratic 
interests of its own political base.

People know from real-life experience that the 
economy has been rigged against them for the bene-
fit of the uber-rich and the political system has been 
totally corrupted by the bipartisan pay-to-play ethic 
that protects the status quo from interference by us 
commoners. While Republicans are a wholly-owned 
corporate subsidiary, unabashedly dedicated the 
narrow interests of the moneyed elites, the Dems’ 
congressional elders, key party officials, entrenched 
consultants and corporate funders continue to push 
bland, business-as-usual candidates running on a 
pusillanimous policy agenda of vague “reforms” that 
don’t actually change anything. Then the party es-
tablishment wonders why such people stray or stay 
home in November!

What do those people want?
Progress! Meaning a national commitment to 

advance the economic, political and social cir-
cumstances of the American majority of workday 
families and poor people. Yes, that requires major 
change, and that will definitely make powerful ene-
mies among wealthy elites plotting to impose Koch-
style plutocratic rule over our society. Nonetheless, 
most voters want big populist changes in govern-
ment policy that will lift up average Americans and 
hold down corporate greed and abuse.

One major proposal to do just that is an 11-point 
Economic Agenda for America’s Future, initiated 
by a broad coalition of some 80 progressive think-
ers and doers. Coordinated by Roger Hickey of the 
Campaign for America’s Future and Larry Cohen, a 
renowned labor agitator who chairs the board of Our 
Revolution, this document is both a to-do list for 
restoring economic democracy and a rallying cry to 
move today’s burgeoning democratic movement from 
mere resistance to insistence on a new percolate-up 
alternative to Republican/Democratic trickle-down 
economics.

As Hickey notes, “If Trump and the GOP majority 
in Congress were to disappear tomorrow, our society 

would still face the challenge of restructuring our 
economy – after many decades of leaders allowing 
inequality to spread and letting our public infra-
structure fall apart.” 

The agenda draws from the solid analyses of Amer-
ica’s widening inequality by such esteemed econo-
mists as Joseph Stiglitz, Thea Lee, James Galbraith, 
Robert Pollin and Dedrick Asante-Muhammed.

The document builds on the remarkably progres-
sive 2016 Democratic Party Platform, which was 
largely hammered out between Bernie Sanders del-
egates and progressives in Hillary Clinton’s camp. 
Their good work quickly got lost in the general elec-
tion debate, because the Democratic establishment’s 
campaign strategists didn’t like the platform’s 
powerful message of populist change. So, they ig-
nored it, choosing instead the negative message that 
Clinton was “Not Trump.”

The drafters of the economic agenda, however, saw 
the enormous political value of much of that dis-
carded platform, both in its populist appeal and in 
the fact that it had been produced as a progressive 
unity document. [“We are not interested in re-fight-
ing the 2016 election,” says Hickey.] So, they used 
it to enlist former backers of Sanders and Clinton to 
help resurrect, refine and expand it into a manifesto 
we can carry anywhere as a clean summary of our 
goals.

Process aside, what we have here is a worthy and 
timely program of economic renewal for our demo-
cratic movement. Rather than a flashy wish list of 
grand schemes, the agenda is a concise presentation 
of bread-and-butter ideas and basic rights that vari-
ous progressive activists have long supported, and 
several of the items have even been implemented by 
some cities and a few states.

Also, its drafters and initial co-signers do not pre-
tend that this is the ultimate populist program, but 
a starting point for others to consider and improve, 
creating a well-marked political map that will show 
the larger public a way to put our nation back on 
the path to good middle-class jobs, economic justice 
and sustainable prosperity for all.

You can read and sign on to this progressive “peo-
ple’s” agenda at CampaignForAmericasFuture.org.
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A Wall Won’t
Fix Immigration

The wailing in our country about the “invasion of 
immigrants” has been long and loud. 

As one complainant put it, “Few of their children 
in the country learn English ... The signs in our 
streets have inscriptions in both languages ... Un-
less the stream of the importation could be turned 
they will soon so outnumber us that all the advan-
tages we have will not be able to preserve our lan-
guage, and even our government will become pre-
carious.”

That’s not some diatribe from one of today’s Re-
publican congress critters. It’s the anxious cry of 
none other than Ben Franklin, deploring the wave of 
Germans pouring into the colony of Pennsylvania in 
the 1750s. 

Thus, anti-immigrant eruptions are older than 
the U.S. itself, and they’ve flared up periodically 
throughout our history, targeting the Irish, French, 
Italians and Chinese among others.

Even Donald Trump’s current proposal to wall off 
our border is not a new bit of nuttiness – around the 
time of the nation’s founding, John Jay, who later 
became the first chief justice of the Supreme Court, 
proposed “a wall of brass around the country for the 
exclusion of Catholics.”

Luckily for the development and enrichment of 
our country, these past public frenzies ultimately 
failed to exclude the teeming masses, and those 
uproars now appear through the telescope of time to 
have been some combination of ridiculous panic, po-
litical demagoguery and xenophobic ugliness.

Still, this does not mean that the public’s anxiety 
and simmering anger about today’s massive influx 
of Central and South Americans coming illegally 
across our shared border is illegitimate. However, 
most of what the politicians and pundits are saying 
about it is illegitimate.

There is way too much xenophobia, racism and 
demagoguery at play around illegal immigration, 
and such crude sentiments are not what is bringing 
this problem to a national political boil. The GOP 
leaders seem to be having a contest to see who can 
be the most nativist knucklehead. Their new “zero 
tolerance” policy punishing immigrant children by 
ripping them away from their parents at the border 
has now morphed into detaining families together 
indefinitely in “detention centers.”

Meanwhile, rational Republicans like Steve 
Schmidt and George Will are either leaving the party 
or simply not supporting it in its current state.

Democratic leaders, on the other hand, have most-
ly tried to do a squishy shuffle, mouthing soothing 

words offering a bureaucratic rigmarole to allow 
some Dreamers to gain permanent residency in our 
country or are ducking the issue.

Which brings us to the wall, both figuratively and 
literally. The fact that we are resorting to the con-
struction of an enormous fence between two friendly 
nations admits to an abject failure by policymakers, 
who are so bereft of ideas, honesty, courage and 
morality that all they can do is to try walling off the 
problem.

We’ve had experience here in Texas with the futil-
ity of tall border fences. Molly Ivins reported a beer-
induced incident that took place in 1983. Walling off 
Mexico had been proposed back then by the Rea-
ganauts, and a test fence had been built way down 
in the Big Bend outpost of Terlingua. This little town 
also happened to be the site of a renowned chili 
cook-off that Molly helped judge, and it attracted a 
big crowd of impish, beer-drinking chiliheads.

There stood the barrier, 17 feet tall and topped 
with barbwire. It didn’t take many beers before 
the first-ever “Terlingua Memorial Over, Under, or 
Through the Mexican Fence Climbing Contest” was 
cooked up. Winning time: 30 seconds.

The Mexican government and people are insulted 
and appalled by the wall; ranchers, mayors, and 
families living on either side of the border hate it; 
environmentalists are aghast at its destructive im-
pact on the ecology of the area. Still, it’s being built.

The question that policymakers have not faced 
honestly is this one: Why do these immigrants 
come? The answer is not that they are pulled by 
our jobs and government benefits, but that they are 
pushed by the abject poverty and violence that their 
families face in their homeland. That might seem 
like a mere semantic difference, but it’s huge if 
you’re trying to develop a policy to stop the human 
flood across our border.

Until our leaders address the real issues, it’s not 
possible to build a wall tall enough to stop them 
from coming. – Jim Hightower

© Creators.com
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THE GOP’S NEW TAX PLAN

BY LINDSAY KOSHGARIAN

President Trump and conservative congressio-
nal leaders are talking up a new incarnation 
of their 2017 tax plan that they say would 
come to a vote in Congress before the mid-

term elections.
The plan would cost hundreds of billions of dollars 

and would enshrine a more unequal tax system per-
manently. The new version of the tax plan is meant 
to appeal to middle-income Americans, but like the 
original tax plan, its biggest rewards are for the rich-
est 1%.

More than just a bad piece of legislation, the new 
tax plan is also meant as a distraction. It’s a show-
piece that’s meant to throw the 2018 congressional 
election results. Instead of a midterm that’s about a 
grotesquely inhumane immigration policy, the opioid 
crisis, suicide epidemic or a tragic lack of good jobs 
across the country, Trump and his allies in Congress 
want Americans to focus on the one thing where they 
think they can flip the story to their advantage.

WHAT TAX PLAN PART II WOULD DO
Some of the tax cuts from the original plan passed 

in December are temporary – and that includes tax 
cuts for poor, working-class and middle-class Ameri-
cans as well as cuts aimed at the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. This has left conservatives in Congress open to 
criticism.

So, they’re now proposing to make many of the tax 
cuts permanent — something they didn’t originally 
do because of legal limits on how much the legis-
lation could raise the national debt. [This is still a 
constraint, but one that they’re momentarily uncon-
cerned with].

The temporary-to-permanent tax cuts include a 
lower tax rate for the wealthiest Americans and larg-
er tax breaks for most taxpayers, including a larger 
standard deduction [that everyone gets] and a larger 
child tax credit for families with children. 

There’s also talk of new tax cuts in the second-wave 
bill, including cuts that benefit only the wealthiest 

A Distraction That Could Throw the Midterms
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Americans, such as cutting capital gains taxes that 
the wealthiest Americans pay on their investment 
earnings.

DOUBLING DOWN ON INEQUALITY
The original tax plan that passed in December and is 

now the law of the land featured tax cuts that favored 
the rich at the expense of working-class Americans, 
but some of its provisions expired after 10 years. The 
new tax plan promises to make those changes per-
manent.

If the new tax rules are made permanent, Ameri-
cans in the bottom fifth of earners would actually pay 
higher taxes, while the richest 1% would get an aver-
age tax cut of $29,910.

If the new tax rules are made permanent, Ameri-
cans in the bottom fifth of earners would actually pay 
higher taxes — an average of $50 more per year in 
2026. Meanwhile, the richest 1% would get an average 
tax cut of $29,910. The tax cut for the richest 1% is 
more than twice the $14,000 in total annual earnings 
that the average family in the bottom 20% earns each 
year.

Extending the tax cuts would not only benefit the 
richest Americans most, it would enhance conserva-
tive claims that the United States can’t afford to fund 
things, such as health care, higher education, an 
economic safety net for struggling workers and in-
vestment in infrastructure. Extending tax provisions 
from the 2017 law could cost the United States an ad-
ditional $650 billion over the next 10 years, in addi-
tion to the roughly $2 trillion the tax plan will already 
withhold from public coffers. Just like the original 
plan, the new tax plan would compromise govern-
ment’s ability to provide programs and services that 
make life fairer and alleviate suffering.

Meanwhile, there are many better ways to create 
jobs than through tax cuts. In a 2011 study, econ-
omists found that tax cuts created fewer jobs than 
every investment studied, except for the military. In-
vestments in education, health care and clean energy 
all created more quality jobs than tax cuts did.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO INFRASTRUCTURE?
While conservatives in Congress fuss over their tax 

bill, Americans from rural towns to big cities struggle 
with unsafe drinking water, an opioid crisis and sui-
cide epidemic, and jobs that don’t pay the bills.

Why won’t congressional leaders address the coun-
try’s real problems?

The United States has a $2 trillion gap in infrastruc-
ture funding over the next 10 years. Coincidentally, 
this is about the same as the cost of the existing tax 
plan over the same time period. One in 20 Americans 
drinks water from a supply that violates health stan-
dards, but each dollar in tax cuts is a dollar that can’t 
be used to address unsafe drinking water in Flint, MI, 
and thousands of other cities. That $2 trillion infu-
sion into infrastructure could create something like 
3.6 million jobs over the next 10 years.

Extending tax provisions from the 2017 law could 
cost the United States an additional $650 billion over 

the next 10 years.
Broadly speaking, infrastructure could include ev-

erything from safe drinking water systems to public 
health and job training. Public health investments are 
desperately needed to address both the opioid crisis 
and higher rates of suicide. And while official unem-
ployment rates are low, wages are also low. Using the 
Census’s alternative poverty measure that takes into 
account not just income but expenses, 43% of Ameri-
cans are low-income. A federal jobs program [or even 
a job guarantee] could go a long way toward lifting 
working Americans into the middle class.

None of these ideas for investing in the U.S. are on 
the table, however. Instead of building the country 
up, the GOP just wants to redistribute wealth upward.

A POLITICAL PLOY TO DIVIDE US
Sen. Jeff Flake, an Arizona Republican and noted 

Trump critic who has opted not to run for re-election, 
has called the new bill a “show vote.” And he’s right.

Due to pre-existing legislation meant to control the 
national debt, the original tax package was able to 
pass the Senate with 50 votes rather than 60 only be-
cause the expiration of some tax cuts kept the plan’s 
costs down. But the Senate isn’t invoking the legisla-
tive procedure that let them pass a bill with 50 votes, 
meaning they would need nine Democrats to support 
any new legislation to get to 60 votes. That support is 
not forthcoming.

The reason is simple: The new tax legislation is 
meant only to gin up support among the conservative 
base and swing voters who haven’t read the tax legis-
lation’s fine print before the midterm elections. Hold-
ing a show vote on another tax bill allows conserva-
tives to avoid the topics they don’t want to talk about: 
namely, immigration and the fact that fundamental 
problems with our economic system mean that years 
after the end of the Great Recession, far too many 
Americans are still struggling to make ends meet.

The proposed tax plan won’t solve the problems 
plaguing the U.S. It will only double down on a tax 
policy that worsens inequality, bankrupts public cof-
fers so that real solutions remain out of reach, and 
possibly allows conservatives to maintain control of 
the House and Senate. The timing of this legislation 
is no mistake. Americans shouldn’t take the bait.
Lindsay Koshgarian is program director of the Na-
tional Priorities Project, working for a federal bud-
get that prioritizes peace, shared prosperity and eco-
nomic opportunity for all.
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Why Put
A Price On
Carbon?
BY MARY FRANCIS

them with tax dollars.
The goal of our public policy toward climate change 

should be to put those costs back onto the parties 
responsible for carbon emissions. In short, we must 
“put a price” on carbon, which will create powerful 
incentives to emit less of it.

Do you want to get the attention of America’s CEOs 
and their boards of directors? Want them to change 
their ways? The surest answer is simple – focus 
where they focus – on their bottom line.

Do you want Americans to consume less high-car-
bon energy? Then steadily raise the price of goods 
and services that are produced with high-carbon fu-
els. Eventually, everyone [except perhaps the wealthi-
est or mentally deficient] will start to conserve and 
switch to low-carbon energy alternatives.

“Why not ‘cap-and-trade?’” you ask. Because cap-
and-trade has historically and quickly been turned 
into “cap-and-evade” by the big corporations.

The only effective way to begin reducing green-
house gas emissions and slow global climate change 
is to make it more expensive to emit carbon dioxide. 

Cap-and-trade also leaves the size of the reduction 
less certain. In contrast, a gradually rising tax on 
emissions gives businesses and consumers certainty 
about costs.

Providing a 100% dividend to Americans is the sur-
est way to win support – both from conservatives and 
the 65% who will get more dollars back than the cal-
culated increase in utility costs according to a REMI 
economic study.

What penalty do we pay if it doesn’t work? We and 
future generations get cleaner air, less asthma, re-
duced mercury poisoning of fish and our children, 
fewer pulmonary diseases, water that doesn’t catch 
on fire and a monthly check. 

So how do we protect our American industries from 
unfair competition in the global marketplace?

If you are a believer in the market system as the 
most efficient way to allocate resources, then you 
will be interested in the Citizen’s Climate Lobby bor-
der adjustment. 

The World Trade Organization has said that if we 
tax our own industries, then we can do an equivalent 

The blunt facts are well 
known – every day we de-
lay, another 18 million 
tons of CO2 are released 

into the atmosphere, and most 
will remain there for about a cen-
tury warming and warming and 
warming the earth. Furthermore, 
with every year of inaction, the 
carbon reductions we will need 
in order to deal successfully with 
the coming climate chaos are be-
coming larger and much harder 
to achieve.

The process of producing goods 
and services – including electric-
ity – puts carbon dioxide into 
our atmosphere which generates 
huge costs on society. But the 
producers of those goods and ser-
vices don’t pay those costs. The 
health and environmental costs 
are external to the corporations. 
That simply means citizens pay 
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tax on foreign country’s fossil fuels and goods as they 
come across our border. 

If you were China or Venezuela, would you rather 
pay the Americans a border fee or collect the money 
yourself? This border adjustment will make the car-
bon tax “go global” out of self-defense and, of course, 
a global climate problem must have a global solution. 

The Carbon Fee and Dividend plan was developed 
by the Citizen’s Climate Lobby which last year vis-
ited 503 members of Congress in Washington, DC. 
The local chapter, CCL Norman, regularly attends the 

national CCL conferences, as well as the local town 
halls. At last August’s town hall meeting in Norman, 
in response to a question from Norman CCL leader 
Kathy Rand, U.S. Rep. Tom Cole said, “I don’t think 
there is any doubt there is climate change – I think 
the science is pretty clear. We can debate over how to 
deal with it.”

Recognizing the problem is the first step. Now it’s 
time to get started on the solution.
Norman resident Mary Francis is a Citizen’s Climate 
Lobby member and retired educator.

Editor’s Note: The graphs by REMI show the yearly increase in the dividend and the additional jobs 
created above the number expected without CF&D.
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50 years After 1968, Can The Young Change 
Politics? A Striking New Poll Says Yes

BY RICHARD ESKOW

Fifty years ago, in the dust and fire of global 
youth activism, everything seemed possible. 
The political world was a cloud filled with 
chaos and opportunity, pain and promise. The 

young were a powerful force, even a world-changing 
one.

Could they become that force again?
As many Millennials voted for the first time in re-

cent state primaries from New Jersey to Iowa and Cal-
ifornia, a new poll of their views offers some intrigu-
ing glimpses into the future.

The survey finds that most Millennials want “a 
strong government” to manage the economy, and that 
most millennial Democrats have a favorable view of 
socialism.

What do this poll, and the past, say about our politi-
cal future?

THE YOUNG LEFT
It’s more than a truism to say Millennials are this 

country’s political future.  As Pew’s Richard Fry has 
noted, “Baby Boomers and other older Americans are 
no longer the majority of voters in U.S. presidential 
elections.” Fry thinks millennial votes could well sur-
pass those of Generation X in 2020. He adds: “Millen-
nials are likely to be the only adult generation whose 
number of eligible voters will appreciably increase in 
the coming years.”

A new survey from the University of Chicago’s Gen-
Forward project suggests that these voters could pull 
the Democratic Party, and American politics, sharply 
to the left. The survey of 1,750 respondents found 
that “Majorities of Millennials across race and eth-
nicity believe a strong government rather than a free 
market approach is needed to address today’s com-
plex economic problems.”

What is this growing group of voters likely to make 
of Democrats like the three senators – Heitkamp, Tes-
ter, and Donnelly – who recently cosponsored a bill 
to loosen the Volcker Rule’s safeguard provisions on 
America’s banks?

In the survey’s most striking finding, 61% of Millen-
nial Democrats polled – nearly two-thirds – expressed 
favorable views of socialism. The report notes that 
32% of independents and “only” 25% of Republicans 
say they are favorable toward socialism.

“Only?” It’s fascinating to ponder the prospect of a 
Republican Party that’s one-quarter socialist.

The study also shows that the “rising Democratic 
majority” of black and brown voters isn’t very fond of 
capitalism, for understandable reasons. Only 45% of 
Latinos and 34% of African-Americans hold favorable 

views of capitalism.
These results suggest that Democratic leaders 

are ill-advised to insist, as Nancy Pelosi and Hill-
ary Clinton both did recently, that theirs is a strictly 
capitalistic party. Clinton’s dismissive tone toward 
socialist-leaning Democrats seemed especially coun-
terproductive.

This young, black, and brown rejection of capital-
ism is consistent with a recent Harvard-Harris poll, 
which found that a majority of Democrats [again, of 
all ages] “support … movements within the Demo-
cratic Party to take it even further to the left and op-
pose the current Democratic leaders.”

Support for the left was greatest among female vot-
ers [55%], Hispanic voters [65%], and African-Ameri-
can voters [55%]. The Harvard-Harris poll also found 
that 69% of young voters supported these left move-
ments. How do these findings about today’s Young 
Left square with the experience of 1968?

FIFTY YEARS AGO
Polling data from 1968 on the young is hard to 

come by. But youth activists – roughly defined as 
those aged 30 or under – had an enormous global im-
pact that year. In the United States and Europe, as an 
ongoing wave of antiwar protests that started in 1967 
carried over into the New Year.

In January of 1968, the election of reformer Alexan-
der Dubcek to head the Communist Party of Czecho-
slovakia prompted hopes for peaceful decentraliza-
tion and democratization in the Eastern Bloc, and the 
youth protests of the Prague Spring.

In March of 1968, antiwar presidential candidate 
Eugene McCarthy stunned the political world with 
his near-defeat of President Lyndon Johnson in the 
New Hampshire primary. Youth volunteers, many of 
them veterans of the peace movement, received much 
of the credit for McCarthy’s results.
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Robert F. Kennedy launched his campaign the fol-
lowing week. His move split the student left. Some 
saw Kennedy as a carpetbagger. Others were drawn to 
his anti-poverty and civil rights stands, which seemed 
to be backed by greater passion than McCarthy’s.

RFK’s charisma, and his long hair, didn’t hurt. “Get 
a haircut,” a rally goer shouted. “You sound like my 
mother,” Kennedy jokingly responded.

Other young people rejected the prevailing set of 
electoral choices altogether, pushing for more radical 
change through third parties or movement organiz-
ing. Protests at Columbia University began in early 
April and quickly became an occupation.

Martin Luther King Jr., who had been preparing a 
multiracial and multi-cultural Poor People’s Cam-
paign in Washington, DC, was gunned down on April 
4. Riots quickly broke out in ghettoes across the 
country, as the pressurized forces of poverty, racism, 
and hopelessness were ignited by the murder of a 
black man who represented the finest in the human 
spirit.

Kennedy announced King’s death to a crowd in In-
dianapolis, saying, “Martin Luther King dedicated his 
life to love and to justice between fellow human be-
ings. He died in the cause of that effort.”

“In this difficult day, in this difficult time for the 
United States,” Kennedy said, “it’s perhaps well to 
ask what kind of a nation we are and what direction 
we want to move in.” Kennedy called on his audience 
to “dedicate ourselves to what the Greeks wrote so 
many years ago: to tame the savageness of man and 
make gentle the life of this world.”

On May 4, members of the Ohio National Guard 
gunned down unarmed and peaceful student dem-
onstrators, killing four and wounding nine. On April 
11, German student leader Rudi Dutschke was shot 
by a right-wing gunman after a concerted media cam-
paign from the right-wing Axel Springer group. One 
headline in the Springer-owned Bild newspaper read, 
“Stop Dutschke now!”

In May, an anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist stu-
dent uprising in France began with the occupation of 
university buildings. It quickly spread to other cor-
ners of society, as massive street demonstrations led 
to the occupation of factories and nationwide strikes. 
Between 10 and 11 million French workers – more 
than 20% of the population – went on strike. Many 
people believed the government of Charles de Gaulle 
might fall.

But the fires that engulfed many American cities 
after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. 
continued into the summer. On June 5, 1968, Rob-
ert F. Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles on 
the night of the California primary. On Aug. 20, So-
viet tanks rolled into Czechoslovakia, crushing the 
Prague Spring. One week later, Chicago police vi-
ciously attacked antiwar protestors outside the Dem-
ocratic National Convention.

To many people, it began to feel like a surging wave 
of violence that would never end.

PROTESTS TO POLLING BOOTHS
There are those who say that the promises of spring 

died quickly in 1968, and that the youth movement’s 
hope for change in that year was an illusion.

It certainly didn’t lead to electoral victories. After 
fleeing France in apparent confusion and fear, De 
Gaulle returned and won an overwhelming electoral 
victory. In the United States, the chaotic Democratic 
convention showcased the worst of the party’s inter-
nal corruption.

Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley oversaw the violent 
police attacks on demonstrators, which a commis-
sion later deemed a “police riot,” and Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey won the party’s nomination under 
a cloud of bitterness and recrimination.

Richard Nixon eked out a narrow victory over Hum-
phrey that year, after claiming to speak for a “Silent 
Majority” of non-demonstrating Americans. Nixon 
won 43.42% of the vote, Humphrey won 42.42%, and 
the racist George Wallace won 13.53% as a third-party 
candidate.

THE OUTCOMES OF 1968
These results have been used to argue that the pro-

tests of 1968 were a political failure in the United 
States. In one sense, that’s clearly true. Hamstrung 
by media coverage, the two-party system, internal 
conflict, and the transformative nature of its agenda, 
the left failed to build an electoral majority in 1968.

Its social and cultural impact was undeniable, how-
ever. The youth movement changed music, language, 
style, and the arts. Its embrace of what was then 
called “women’s liberation” helped give rise to femi-
nism, one of the most transformative political and so-
cial movements of modern times. Its multiracial and 
multicultural orientation reinforced black and brown 
alliances with the economic left.

In April, a higher court upheld Muhammad Ali’s 
conviction for refusing induction into the military 
over the war in Vietnam. Controversial and banned 
from fighting, Ali traveled the country, developing 
what would become a long, ground-breaking, and dis-
tinguished career as an activist and advocate for so-
cial justice.

At the Summer Olympics in October 1968, win-
ning athletes John Carlos and Tommy Smith gave the 
black power salute from the podium. As Carlos later 
explained, he had unzipped his Olympic jacket as a 
show of solidarity with “all the working-class people 
– black and white – in Harlem who had to struggle 
and work with their hands all day.” Carlos and Smith 
had one pair of black gloves between them, so Carlos 
raised his left fist and Smith raised his right.

These struggles live on today – in Black Lives Mat-
ter, in the NFL protests, and in the intersectional 
fight for class justice. But can left-leaning gestures 
and movements ever turn into an electoral force in 
this country, as they once promised to become?

THE FUTURE PRIMARY
The political challenge is clear. More than one poll 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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Books

A Wake-Up Call, Still Unanswered
RUSSIAN ROULETTE
The Inside Story Of Putin’s War On America
And The Election Of Donald Trump
By David Corn and Michael Isikoff
Grand Central Publishing
352 pages, $30

BY JOHN WOOD

We wake up every day, it seems, with a bull 
in the china shop smashing every grand 
illusion about our Democracy. Corn and 
Isikoff’s book is among the latest of a se-

ries of tomes that delve deep into the reasons we are 
where we are now. 

To tell the truth Russian Roulette is an important, 
well-written, sobering if depressing book. Not be-
cause it’s poorly written – it is not. It actually has a 
strong voice articulating how the Russians exploited 
one our most sacred traditions in American history – 
the right to vote and see a fair outcome.

Years from now, historians might look back on 
whether Russian President Vladimir Putin or then-
FBI Director James Comey had a bigger influence on 
the outcome for the highly sought after and contro-
versial 2016 presidential race. For Corn and Isikoff, 
they focus most on Russian interference, but feel 
that Comey was one of many factors.

The authors explain that Barack Obama played a 
key role, as well, as he was rather silent while Rus-
sians were influencing the state of the campaign. 
Even Vice President Joe Biden reacted to alleged 
Russian intervention by exclaiming: “If this is true, 
it’s treason.” Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid was 
the only Democrat to attack Comey for his relentless 
focus on Clinton at the expense of ignoring Trump’s 
association with Russia.

For Obama, it was easier said than done; he was 
understandably in a bind. During the campaign, we 
knew about the DNC hack, but not the Twitter and 
Facebook campaign to simultaneously sew doubt 
about Hillary and foment momentum in both Don-
ald Trump’s and Bernie Sander’s campaigns. Accord-
ing to Corn and Isikoff, by Aug. 16, less than three 
months before the election, our intelligence found 
that Russians did indeed hack the DNC in illustrious 
21st Century Watergate fashion – then disseminated 

their intelligence to Wikileaks and elsewhere. Putin 
was later found to be very likely involved with the ill 
intent to cause broad chaos in the U.S.

Putin’s anger was driven by a deep-seated personal 
grudge against Hillary for her criticism of Russia’s 
2011 parliamentary elections and for seeking chaos 
in general while he tries to unite “Mother Russia.”

Obama’s cyber and Russian specialists came up with 
the idea of playing fire with fire through cyberwarfare. 
As this debate brewed, the White House found that 
Russians were then probing election systems, too. 
Obama and Co. feared an election mess, especially 
since Trump already was saying that if he lost, the 
election must be rigged. Yet if Obama brought it up at 
all, it would look like his team was perpetuating an 
election trick, falling deep into the Trump narrative 
worm hole.

Beyond the book, former FBI Director James Clap-
per also found that Russians had probed our elec-
trical grid, likely intending to cripple our economy, 
which tells you the state of our cyber security today. 
We further find that Putin was emboldened by his 
people’s efforts in Brexit. It all seems to now make 
sense. The first thing Trump tried to do in office was 
to get rid of Russian sanctions stemming from its an-
nexing of Crimea.

Why are Russian sanctions so important to Trump 
after years of Cold War chest thumping by presidents?

Well, there is a story: In 2013 Moscow, Trump was 
head of the Miss Universe Pageant. The authors argue 
that Trump wasn’t there just to manage the pageant, 
but also to meet two strange characters. First, Emin 
Agalarov, a well-off Azerbaijani pop star and son to 
“Putin’s Builder” who is a lot like Trump and a pos-
sible connection to Putin. He also met with Emin’s 
publicist Rod Goldstone.

Emin wanted his big break before an American au-
dience. His idea was to find beautiful women for a 
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music video – the Miss Universe 
contest seemed a perfect fit. He 
contacted Trump. This plan fit well 
with Trump’s. For more than 30 
years, he planned to build a Trump 
tower in the heart of Moscow. How-
ever, finding a place for the beauty 
pageant was a rather big barrier. 
Luckily, Emin’s father owns a per-
fect place in Moscow – Crocus City 
Hall. Trump felt that Emin was his 
key to his father and Putin himself 
to build his beloved Trump tower 
in Moscow.

Corn and Isikoff reported that 
the night of the pageant Agarlo-
rov allegedly sent prostitutes to 
Trump’s room – the basis for the 
“pee tape” allegations made pop-
ular by Christopher Steele, the 
former MI6 agent who compiled a 
dossier on Donald Trump for Fu-
sion GPS. Fusion GPS first sold it 
to Washington Free Beacon, a con-
servative website funded by a ma-
jor Republican donor, then later 
resold the report Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign.

The writers point out Trump’s 
rather weird affection for Putin. 
For example, in 2013, he tweets: 
“Do you think Putin will be going 
to The Miss Universe Pageant in 
November in Moscow - if so, will he 
become my new best friend?” He 
even insisted that his employees 
learn enough Russian to escort 
Putin to his seat. But Putin never 
arrives.

Dmitry Peskov, Putin’s spokes-
person, calls Trump instead and 
apologizes. Peskov explains that 
Putin is currently stuck in traffic 
with Holland’s king and queen. 
Putin asked instead that Trump 
attend the Sochi Olympics, a year 
later. Trump is severely disap-
pointed. Characteristically, Trump 
responds to this bad news by say-
ing that there is not any reason to 
tell anyone. Trump says he’ll just 
say he met Putin anyway.

And yet, this is a place where dis-
sidents are consistently being beat 
up and where even discussion of 
gay rights was recently outlawed. 
Beyond this are the many human 
rights abuses in Chechnya. No em-
pathy from Trump – he only sees 
money.

Trump was so close to obtain-
ing a Moscow Trump tower. It was 
even going to be a massive – prob-
ably “tremendous” – building, 
towering next to Agalarov’s, a pair 
of triumphant oligarch symbols. 
But the dream died when Russia 
annexed Crimea. Goldstone, Ag-

alarov’s son’s publicist, insists 
sanctions killed the business deal. 
So, Trump’s cynical anger and pol-
icy-making comes down to a pet-
ty hatred for how his arch-enemy 
Obama’s sanctions killed his be-
loved tower.

The march forward into the 2018 
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campaign season is fraught with issues about Rus-
sian hacking. Recently, I found that similar Russian 
tactics were used in Brexit and elsewhere. According 
to Politico, Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s office 
asserted in a mid-June court filing that Russian in-
telligence agencies are once again trying to interfere 
in the coming U.S. midterm elections, much as they 
did two years ago. Also, Mike Pompeo, Trump’s for-
mer CIA director-turned-Secretary of State, echoed 
Mueller: “We have seen Russian activity and inten-
tions to have an impact on the next election cycle.” 
And yet, in April, the House Intelligence Committee 
found no collusion between Trump and Russia. Of 

course, close colleague of the president and intelli-
gence committee chair Rep. Devin Nunes has tried to 
shut down the investigation for a long time.

Will Congress wake up and deal with Russian influ-
ence before it is too late? One way or another, Rus-
sian Roulette will not only solidify your thinking that 
not only did Russians influence 2016 elections, but 
also that it is an ongoing scheme that won’t likely go 
away until people wake up.
John Wood is an associate professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Central Oklahoma. The 
views he expresses are his and not necessarily the 
university’s.

The Racism Isn’t Surprising Anymore
BY JOE CONASON

Can we stop pretending to be shocked when 
a member of the Trump Administration – or 
one of its prominent supporters – emits a 
squib of stinking racism?

In the latest episode, which should have surprised 
exactly nobody, former Donald Trump deputy cam-
paign manager David Bossie shouted at an African-
American guest on a Fox News show: “You’re out of 
your cotton-pickin’ mind.” The guest naturally took 
exception, noting that his family members had picked 
cotton as slaves. Fox News officially scolded Bossie, 
an employee of the network, and he tweeted a dutiful 
apology.

But while everyone noted the apology and moved 
on, the underlying problem remains. The political 
culture embodied by Fox News, Donald Trump, and 
David Bossie is steeped in racial antagonism as both 
strategy and ideology. And to anyone who knows the 
history of these people and institutions, their out-
bursts of bigotry are numbingly routine.

Look more closely at Bossie, a figure whose history 
on the Republican right dates back to the Reagan era, 
when he dropped out of college to work on political 
campaigns. He soon joined up with Floyd Brown, the 
Citizens United impresario responsible for the infa-
mous “Willie Horton” ad that helped to bring down 
Democratic presidential nominee Michael Dukakis 
in 1988. That ad featured a mug shot of Horton, a 
convicted murderer, with a frightening scowl and a 
bushy Afro. This race-baiting classic was so offen-
sively divisive that George H.W. Bush sought to avoid 
any association with it – although there was plenty 
of evidence that his campaign consultant Roger Ailes 
had been involved in its production. But at Citizens 
United, where Brown worked closely with Bossie, 
they were proud to claim credit for the Horton ad.

That Bossie was attracted to the vilest of racists 
became even clearer four years later, when he and 
Brown showed up in Arkansas to bring down Bill 
Clinton. They latched onto “Justice Jim” Johnson, a 

vintage segregationist politician whose corrosive ha-
tred and ancient prejudices were a parody of extrem-
ism. He had run for governor as the candidate of the 
White Citizens Councils, a marginally more respect-
able version of the Ku Klux Klan. He had whipped up 
the mobs that assaulted black students during the 
historic 1957 confrontation at Little Rock’s Central 
High School. He even lived on a farm that he named 
“White Haven,” where he plotted against Clinton with 
Bossie and Brown.

When Bossie and Brown published a ludicrous anti-
Clinton booklet titled “Slick Willie,” which accused 
the former Arkansas governor of a long list of of-
fenses that included promoting socialism and witch-
craft [as well as coddling the state’s black citizens], 
its acknowledgments included a “special thanks” to 
Johnson.

Flash forward to 2018, and here is Bossie, a top 
political lieutenant of an openly racist president, 
appearing on the cable network that Ailes created, 
where he blurts a stupid racial epithet. Bossie is an 
appalling character with a long rap sheet, but he is 
really nothing special on the right – where ambitious 
hustlers like him have long been eager to promote 
prejudice, against any vulnerable minority, if that ad-
vances their candidate or party.

Does Bossie hate people of color, or Mexican-Amer-
icans, or the little immigrant children this adminis-
tration is victimizing? Did Roger Ailes? Does Trump? 
It is impossible to know their hearts. But by their 
poison fruits we already know them. These “conser-
vatives” have spent decades doing what they still do 
every day, which is to weaken our country by dividing 
its people against each other by race and ethnicity, 
for personal gain. More and more, they rely on help 
from a foreign power in that effort.

We all can see where this is leading, as we watch the 
victimization of disfavored people, the abrogation of 
their human rights, and the building of camps to im-
prison them. Don’t act surprised when we get there.



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 43

Oklahoma Policy Institute provides timely and credible 
information, analysis and commentary on state policy issues.

See our latest issue briefs, fact sheets and blog posts at:

Better Information, Better Policy

David Blatt, Director n 918.794.3944 n dblatt@okpolicy.org

THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER

Your Passport To Oklahoma’s Most Progressive, 
Socially Responsible And Intellectual Audience

Advertising rates start as low
as $40 per issue.

Call 405.478.8700 for details.

Observations

TOM GOODWIN
Cheyenne, OK

Reader and supporter of The Observer
for over 30 years and counting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

far-right cabal serve up daily reminders that dubious 
GOP tax policies created this mess in the first place.

Mini Me
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy’s re-

cently announced retirement thrust Oklahoman Pat-
rick Wyrick back into the limelight.

In only his second year on the state Supreme Court, 
Wyrick already is a Trump nominee for the federal 
bench. He also is on the president’s long list of poten-
tial Kennedy successors.

If the 37-year-old Wyrick, a darling of the uber-right 
Federalist Society, ends up seriously being consid-
ered for the nation’s highest court, it would be yet 
another shameful episode in Trump’s reign of error.

First, Wyrick should not be sitting on the state’s 
highest court, much less the federal district bench or 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

He was not qualified to hold the state court seat 
because he did not live in the second judicial district, 
but Gov. Mary Fallin ignored the requirement. 

Worse, Wyrick arguably committed perjury when he 
listed two official residences on his application – one 
in Atoka in District 2, the other in Oklahoma City  
where he voted.

Further, Wyrick’s dubious past includes a stint as 
former Oklahoma Attorney General-turned-EPA Ad-
ministrator Scott Pruitt’s chief sidekick, including 
the period when Devon Energy ghost wrote legally 
threatening letters to the EPA that appeared on of-
ficial AG stationery over Pruitt’s signature.

In addition, Wyrick defended Oklahoma’s lethal in-
jection methods before the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
Glossip v. Gross death penalty case – drawing a sharp 
rebuke from Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

“I am substantially disturbed’” she told Wyrick, 
“that in your brief you made factual statements that 
were not supported by the sources, and in fact direct-
ly contradicted. So, nothing you say or read to me am 
I going to believe, frankly, until I see it with my own 
eyes in the context, OK?”

Wyrick, it seems, is a Pruitt Mini-Me who plays fast 
and loose with the rules – whether it’s fudging on a 
sworn state Supreme Court application, making un-
substantiated claims before the U.S. Supreme Court 
or looking the other way when Pruitt used his tax-
payer-funded position as the people’s lawyer to carry 
water for his oil and gas benefactors.

This is really Oklahoma’s best and brightest? What 
must the rest of the nation think of us?
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Observerscope

Message Sponsored by Iris Lochner

Oklahoma’s treasury could gain $250 million in 
new annual revenue thanks to U.S. Supreme Court’s 
online sales tax ruling. It also helps local merchants 
disadvantaged because internet retailers didn’t col-
lect state sales taxes.

David vs. Goliath? The battle over SQ 793 is likely 
to be epic – big box retailers and some seniors against 
optometrists and keep-it-local types over a proposal 
to expand sites where eye care services can be of-
fered. Stay tuned.

Still doubt big money is a cancer on Oklahoma poli-
tics? By mid-June, gubernatorial candidates already 
had spent $11 million-plus – about $5.50 on each of 
two million registered voters or $12.93 on each pri-
mary voter.

This may mean nothing, but did anyone else notice 
how few GOP candidate signs deployed “red” as dom-
inant color? Was it because voters are seeing “red” 
over repeated statehouse failures?

Glory be! NASA’s new chief, former Tulsa U.S. Rep. 
Jim Bridenstine, now believes climate change is real. 
Amazing what can happen when one deals with scien-
tific facts, not oil- and gas-financed political rhetoric.

Ford pickup owners will pay about $413 more for 
gas this year with prices up an average 37 cents a gal-
lon. Honda Civic and Toyota Camry drivers will dole 
out $206 more. – Energy Information Administration

ICYMI: Oklahomans securing health insurance 
through the federal marketplace will have two choic-
es next year – Blue Cross Blue Shield and Medica. 
Open enrollment is Nov. 1-Dec. 15.

A typical couple retiring this year at age 65 will be 
out-of-pocket $280,000 in medical expenses beyond 
Medicare coverage – up 75% from 2002. – Fidelity In-
vestments

State Democrats are staging a Unity Picnic Rally 
July 14, 5:30-8 p.m., at OKC’s Wheeler District Court-
yard/Ferris Wheel, featuring gubernatorial nominee 
Drew Edmondson. Call 405.427.3366 for more info.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 46



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 45

okea.orgCONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Letters

A teenager who can die for his or her country at 18 
should have a say in who it is that will be sending 
them to war.

Virginia Blue Jeans Jenner
Wagoner

Editor, The Observer:
I thought dictators specialized in harming women 

and children. But Trump sees no connection with his 
policies and Nazi Germany.

I guess 90% of the Bible-thumping Republicans 
don’t either.

Better to have no religion rather than soil the name 
of a good one.

Jeff Hamilton
Midwest City

Jeff Hamilton represented District 101 in the Okla-
homa House from 1986-94.

Editor, The Observer:
Once again the British press speaks up for our 

teachers.
[https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/

may/26/us-school-funding-what-its-like-work-oklaho-
ma-teacher?CMP=fb_gu].

Unfortunately, I’m afraid that the majority of our 
state legislators can’t get beyond the sports-infatuat-
ed Daily Distraction, even if the British write to a far 
wider audience using correct, coherent English.

To quote Thomas Jefferson: “The man who reads 
nothing at all is better educated than the man who 
reads nothing but newspapers.”

Sadly demonstrated here in Oklahoma.
Charles Wende
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
A transplanted Chicagoan, I was “invited” to Okla-

homa by the U.S. Army in 1966. Chicago was a 
Democratic Party-dominated city and I was a JFK/
LBJ “loyalist.” Naturally, I was pleased to arrive in a 
state favoring Democrats: two U.S. senators and five 
of the six U.S. representatives. The governor at the 
time, Henry Bellmon, though the state’s first ever Re-
publican governor, was in retrospect the state’s best 
governor ever in the realm of fairness, decency and 
wisdom.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 46
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Over time I learned to my dismay that most Demo-
crats here were quite different. Yes, we did have Sen. 
Fred Harris and Rep. Mike Synar early on. Unfortu-
nately they were the “exception” rather than the rule.

Ultimately I came to realize that Oklahoma Demo-
crats were a species descended from the “Old Confed-
eracy” – generally racist and fiercely anti-Republican.

What turned the tide was LBJ’s engineering three 
“Great Civil Rights Acts” [1964, ‘65 and ‘68] guaran-
teeing public accommodations, voting rights and fair 
housing for Negroes. Oklahoma Democrats subse-
quently fled to the GOP to oppose these changes.

Given that Abraham Lincoln was the “Great Eman-
cipator,” is it not especially ironic that Republicans 
now dominate not only Oklahoma but most of the 
“Old Confederacy” as well?

Frank Silovsky
Oklahoma City

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 44
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Pogo was right: We have met the enemy and he is 
us. Humans sparked 84% of wildfires that federal 
and state agencies fought from 1992-2012. In fact, 
humans are responsible for tripling the length of na-
tional wildfire season. – High Country News

Ambivalent about getting your flu shot this fall? 
Consider: 172 American children died from the flu in 
the 2017-18 season – more than any non-pandemic 
year on record. – Centers for Disease Control

Hmmmm. Facing an aging population, Vermont 
is offering $10,000 to those willing to relocate. The 
prime targets: techies able to work remotely.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 45
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Poverty

ity for supporting the public interest, in other words 
what is best for our country. If it refuses, the Amer-
ica we love will not be saved from the despair of the 
many brought on by the selfishness of the few.

What say you, America? Will you strive to preserve 
all the values our ancestors have fought for, or will 
you drown in blindness and comfort?

We have a choice, one to make now. Save America 
and act. Fight the racism that is supported by our 
president and several Republicans. Support the 
many good Republicans who have been co-opted by 
them.

America is at stake. If we don’t support it, we lose 
it. At the very least, we all need to vote this Novem-
ber.
Oologah resident Bob D. Rounsavell is president 
of the Carrie Dickerson Foundation. His wife, Paz 
Maria Rounsavell, serves as his editor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39

Millennials
has affirmed that our country’s rising political demo-
graphic group wants to see more government inter-
vention in the economy. Young Democrats lean so-
cialist, and people of color are disillusioned with the 
capitalist system.

That doesn’t necessarily mean they will become ac-
tivists. They may simply become alienated from the 
political process. In fact, it’s already happening. “[L]
ess than 26% of Millennials of any racial or ethnic 
background,” the study says, “have favorable views of 
the political parties or Congress.”’ Democrats are in 
danger of losing their core voters.

Still, there are hopeful signs. There is a rising wave 
of activism among Millennials. They are running for 
office, organizing political actions, and taking other 
steps to become involved in the political process. 
Members of the generation that follows them have or-
ganized against school shootings, and have done so 
in an intersectional way.

Activism, whatever its form, is a precursor to 
change. According to these polls, the “leftism” of to-
day is poised to become the political center of tomor-
row. And a new generation may be prepared to redis-
cover the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: “When 
people get caught up with that which is right and 
they are willing to sacrifice for it, there is no stopping 
point short of victory.” 
Richard Eskow is a writer, a former Wall Street ex-
ecutive and a radio journalist. He has experience 
in health insurance and economics, occupational 
health, risk management, finance, and IT.
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MyChange is a new app that makes 
it easier than ever to support your 
favorite progressive organizations – 
like The Oklahoma Observer.

Every time you use your linked debit 
or credit card, MyChange rounds up 
your transaction to the next dollar and 
steers the difference to the Oklahoma 
Observer Democracy Foundation.

Spend $4.70 on a latte? The Observer 
Foundation receives 30 cents. It’s that 
simple.

With just a few easy steps, you can dedicate your spare change to the 
Observer Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit whose mission is to help create 
a better, more informed Oklahoma. It’s a tax-deductible gift that supports 
independent, hard-hitting journalism and commentary, an antidote to the 
state’s lockstep rightwing mainstream media.

To sign up, visit mychange.com/okobserver

CHANGE AGENT
It’s Easy To Be A ... 



Newsmakers
Series

Join Observer Editor
Arnold Hamilton

for a lively one-hour
discussion on America’s 
immigration crisis with
attorney Melissa Lujan

and two Dreamers,
Tasneem and Suzeth,

whose lives were upended
by the president’s decision to 
end the Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals.

Thursday, July 12, 2018
Full Circle Books

1900 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Admission is free

Light hors d’oeuvres will be served
Wine and beer available for purchase


