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Hubris … With A Capital H
The conventional political wisdom is that energized pro-public educa-

tion forces targeted and defeated 12 Republican legislators in this year’s 
primaries and runoffs.

That undoubtedly was the defining policy issue … but it wasn’t the 
only ingredient that led to the unprecedented turnover.

Each of the Dumped Dozen painted a massive target on their backs 
during the two-week teacher walkout by disrespecting constituents who 
descended on the Capitol to make their voices heard.

Recall Grandfield Rep. Jeff Coody telling students that teacher de-
mands were “akin to extortion”? Slaughterville Rep. Bobby Cleveland 
chiding teachers for whining at the Capitol instead of educating in the 
classroom? Or the dozens of GOP lawmakers holed up in their offices, 
refusing to engage their visitors?

In the Capitol bubble, hubris – with a capital H – often blooms. With 
doting special interests catering to almost every whim, legislative heads 
can swell.

This highlights a truth about Oklahoma politics: Voters will forgive 
many transgressions, but they will not long abide smugness or arro-
gance in their elected representatives.

The most successful lawmakers find ways to balance the reality of 
real, back home life and the looking glass world of NE 23rd and Lincoln 
Blvd.’s marbled halls. Those who don’t, risk the wrath of normally qui-
escent constituents.

House District 14 Republican nominee Chris Sneed gave a glimpse 
into this reality on the night he unseated incumbent Rep. George 
Faught, telling the Muskogee Phoenix: “I walked with the teachers every 
day during the walkout – I worked to find out what issues they faced. 
I think if you want to fix issues, you have to talk to the people on the 
front lines.”

It seems an obvious truth, yet one that remains stubbornly elusive for 
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Observerscope

Dart: To Sen. Anastasia Pitt-
man, D-OKC, recording a robo-call 
in support of the GOP candidate 
seeking to replace term-limited 
Rep. Scott Inman, D-Del City. Pit-
tman’s checkered career defines 
the term “loose cannon.”

So Oklahoma Republicans are 
lockstep behind a president who 
demeans women – remember 
“Horseface”? – yet recoil when 
Mick Cornett refers to his GOP 
runoff opponent’s trash-talking as 
“Bull-Stitt.” Go figure.

Laurel: To Rep. Collin Walke, 
D-OKC, chosen as Freedom Okla-
homa’s Lawmaker of the Year for 
his tireless, fearless efforts to pro-
mote justice and fairness. Bravo!

Remember this number: $440.7 
million. That’s the funding in-
crease state lawmakers will be 
asked to approve for public ed 
next year. Will a new-look Lege get 
schools on road to recovery after a 
decade of starvation budgets?

Laurel: To CAIR Oklahoma, hon-
ored as chapter of the year at last 
month’s Council on American Is-
lamic Relations annual national 
banquet in DC. Well deserved, 
Adam Soltani and Co.

For the record: ActBlue’s on-line 
fundraising this year for Demo-
cratic candidates topped $850 mil-
lion – five times its 2014 mid-term 
haul.

Dart: To the editorial pages of the 
state’s largest dailies, the Oklaho-
man and Tulsa World, endorsing 
uniquely unqualified Kevin Stitt 
for governor. Their breathtaking il-
logic suggests pandering to deep-
pocketed, rightwing advertisers 
– not to the common good or com-
mon sense.

You get what you pay for: Only 
16% of Oklahoma’s ACT-takers 
this year met all four college readi-
ness benchmarks – English, sci-
ence, reading and math. Worse, 
43% didn’t meet any of the four.

Why did our favorite Oklaho-
ma-born senator, Massachusetts’ 
Elizabeth Warren, take Donald 
Trump’s bait on her native lineage. 
She offended Cherokees with her 
DNA test and gave the hate-mon-
ger-in-chief fodder to stir up his 
deplorables.

Laurel: To ACLU-OK’s Allie 
Shinn, honored with Freedom 
Oklahoma’s 2018 Horizon Award 
as a rising star in LGBTQ advoca-
cy. A rising star, yes, but an even 
better person!

Remember the carbon barons 
wailing last spring about a mod-
est hike in GPT? Continental Re-
sources third quarter income rock-
eted to $314 million – 30 times the 
amount in same period in 2017. 
Seven percent GPT, anyone?

Mark your calendars: the 34th 
Fall Peace Festival is set Nov. 10 at 
OKC’s Civic Center Music Hall. See 
back cover for more details. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 44
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Letters

Editor, The Observer:
I’m sick of all the tax giveaways 

in this last-place state. Oklahoma 
isn’t bankrupt. We are a state rich 
in resources. We just have a ridic-
ulous Swiss cheese tax code at the 
state level.

We protect the Chambers of 
Commerce. We defend the wealthy. 
everybody who owns land, live-
stock, equipment, businesses are 
at the tax-break trough.

Oil and gas drillers are the big-
gest hypocrites of all. Remember, 
they were going to leave the state, 
or go belly-up, if the Legislature 
raised their gross production tax? 
And Oklahoma oil producers are 
among the few in the nation who 
pay zero property tax on their oil 
and natural gas reserves. And zero 
property taxes on their equipment.

Farmers and ranchers aren’t far 
behind. Their property tax burden 
is ludicrously low. They don’t pay 
sales tax on equipment.

Manufacturers, technology 
firms, and call centers all get huge 
tax incentives for jobs they may [or 
may not] create. Trucking compa-

nies pay the same fuel tax for driv-
ing giant trucks that destroy our 
roads as tiny cars pay.

Even retailers like Costco get 
huge tax giveaways. Costco is go-
ing to build in OKC even without 
the huge sales tax kickback.

Oklahoma is among the lowest 
tax states in virtually every tax cat-
egory. And our Tax Commission 
is so woefully understaffed and 
under-equipped they can’t begin 
to police the thousands of self-
employed people who work in the 
“cash economy.”

We poor slugs who work for a 
salary and have our taxes with-
held and remitted by our employ-
ers? I’m pretty sure we’re the same 
bunch of folks who rely on our 
public schools. I’m thinking the 
joke is on us – double.

Mickey Thompson
Oklahoma City

Editor, The Observer:
My tax guy says I will pay about 

the same “pretty hefty” federal in-
come tax this year – after Republi-
cans passed the new tax law. Now, 

I read that a trillion-a-year debt 
can be expected.

Meanwhile, the president’s son-
in-law legally gets by without pay-
ing any income tax and he’s a third 
of the way to being a billionaire. 
For Republican candidates, know 
that I will keep this in mind on 
Nov. 6 – Election Day.

Things go better for my family 
and friends when Democrats hold 
the offices and write the laws.

Joseph H. Carter Sr.
Norman

Editor, The Observer:
My grandmother used to say, 

“Republicans are about me. Demo-
crats are about us.” She was right.

After eight years of Republican 
“leadership” in Oklahoma, I am 
a registered Republican who will 
be voting Democrat except in the 
treasurer’s race where I’ll be vot-
ing for the independent, Charles 
de Coune.

Red Goldfarb
Yukon

CONTINUED ON PAGE 45
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Arnold Hamilton

An Emerging Conensus
On Healthcare, Medicaid?

As she knocked doors across north central Okla-
homa’s House District 35, Democratic nominee Ja-
sha Lyons Echo-Hawk quickly discovered what was 
foremost on voters’ minds: health care.

Really? Health care?
Wasn’t Nov. 6 supposed to be a referendum on a 

Legislature that failed public education? A “Remem-
ber in November” election driven by last spring’s 
two-week teacher walkout?

Yes, it was. And still will be. But it’s also increas-
ingly clear access – or lack thereof – to quality, 
affordable health services is keeping many Oklaho-
mans awake at night.

“I don’t even know if it’s an even mix … I hear 
more about health care,” said Echo-Hawk, a 34-year-
old mother of four who lives in Pawnee, one of five 
rural towns across the state whose hospitals closed 
in recent years.

“Hospitals are in dire straits. You can’t attract the 
doctors you need to rural communities without a 
hospital.”

This created a fascinating dynamic as Election Day 
approached.

Republican statehouse candidates worked over-
time, of course, to declare their devotion to public 
education, hoping their role in engineering this 
year’s teacher pay raises is what voters would re-
member.

That was a tough sell – especially to anyone who 
paid attention during last spring’s walkout.

Yes, teachers received a raise. But the GOP su-
permajority dug in its heels on almost everything 
else, refusing to even consider revenue-generating 
measures aimed at steering more money into over-
crowded, poorly equipped classrooms.

As Nov. 6 balloting neared, Republicans found 
themselves trapped in a healthcare crossfire – more 
rural hospitals closing [think: Pauls Valley], oth-
ers on the brink of insolvency, and Democrats, like 
gubernatorial nominee Drew Edmondson, promoting 
Medicaid expansion as a common sense solution.

Nationally, the GOP recognized the danger. Candi-
dates for Congress and statehouse – even Wisconsin 
Gov. Scott Walker – suddenly pledged to protect a 

signature tenet of the once-vilified ObamaCare: that 
insurance companies cannot refuse coverage based 
on pre-existing conditions. President Trump even 
vowed to take aim at high Medicare drug prices.

Why the about-face? Because the Democratic-
engineered Affordable Care Act now is very popular, 
according to polls.

In Oklahoma, Echo-Hawk said many voters re-
mained reflexively opposed to “Obamacare,” even 
though they like its components. Interestingly, 
though, she’s found most voters open to discussing 
Medicaid expansion – a key demarcation between 
Republicans and Democrats in Oklahoma, particu-
larly in a governor’s race where Edmondson sup-
ported it and GOP nominee Kevin Stitt opposed it.

What seems finally to be sinking in is that Med-
icaid expansion primarily would be funded through 
federal tax dollars that Oklahomans already sent to 
Washington. By refusing for partisan political rea-
sons to participate, Oklahoma tax dollars are being 
spent on improving health outcomes for the work-
ing poor in 34 other states. Meanwhile, Oklahoma 
hospitals – especially in rural areas – collapse under 
the weight of uncompensated care.

“Nobody likes to see their money go to someone 
else,” said Echo-Hawk. “It’s been in some ways an 
eye-opener for them as we have these conversa-
tions.”

Was a perfect political storm brewing just before 
Election Day? Not only did Pauls Valley join a grow-
ing list of hospital-less towns, but a slew of new 
research also highlighted what Oklahoma is losing 
because of its political petulance.

One report, from the Center for American Prog-
ress, estimated 484 lives could be saved next year 
if Oklahoma fully expanded Medicaid. Additionally, 
it could prevent an estimated 48 bankruptcies and 
reduce families’ medical debt by $214.4 million.

Skyrocketing health insurance premiums, increas-
ingly limited access to quality medical care and Med-
icaid chintzy-ness are conspiring to create Oklaho-
ma’s pitiful overall health outcomes. 

Hopefully enough voters figure this out by Elec-
tion Day.
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Stitt Will Pitch A Fit, As Drew
Comes Through For You ... And Me!

BY CAL HOBSON

Drew Edmondson versus Kevin Stitt. By any calcu-
lation, priority, background, education or experience 
these two men offer stark and very different solu-
tions for the myriad of problems facing our state.

As I pen this column the outcome is still too close 
to call, although some reputable polls give Stitt 
a slight advantage. However, on Oct. 2, the well-
respected Cook Report moved the contest into the 
“Toss-up” category – a remarkable, positive revision 
from earlier projections.

With all that as background, and recognizing Okla-
homa is currently as red as any state can be, let me 
edge myself out on a left leaning limb and surmise 
that come about 10 p.m. the evening of Nov. 6, a slim 
majority of voters will select Drew and Linda Ed-
mondson as the newest occupants of our Governor’s 
Mansion.

Before offering supporting evidence, a few admis-
sions from me first. I am a lifelong Democrat; my 
personal motto is “often wrong but never in doubt;” 
am painfully aware no donkey has won a statewide 
race in over a decade; that Stitt is a wealthy multi-
millionaire who to date has loaned his campaign 
more than $4 million dollars but ... 2018 is not a 
normal election year.

Here’s why:
Most every anti-tax Republican House incumbent 

either didn’t file for office again or was defeated by 
another Republican earlier this year. That has never 
happened before in the history of this state.

Importantly, Stitt is on record – repeatedly – de-
claring he would not have signed HB1010XX, which 
provided the money for teacher and state employee 
pay raises. Apparently his allegiance is to anti-tax 
crusader and Washington, DC swamp swimmer 
Grover Norquist, who can’t vote in Oklahoma, but 
influences some who do.

On the other hand, thousands of teachers will go 
to their polling places to cast ballots on Nov. 6 and 
it isn’t likely they are going to vote against their own 
interests, not to mention those of their students. 
In World Series parlance, I register all this as Strike 
One against Stitt.

Strike Two is again found in Stitt’s own comments. 
At various times on the campaign trail Kevin has de-
clared that he was against vaccinating our 650,000 
school age children as a requirement to attend class 

... then he reversed himself and admitted all or at 
least some of his six kids did receive inoculations 
before and while attending a private church school 
in Jenks. Come on, Kevin. It’s the 21st century not 
the 17th.

Strike Three is perhaps his most financially reck-
less stance, not for himself, of course, but for Okla-
homans without health insurance. Fervent opposi-
tion to the federal Affordable Care Act, derisively 
known hereabouts as Obamacare, has always been a 
popular mantra and guaranteed winner in elections 
for Republican candidates. Even more despised by 
the elephants are proposals to expand Medicaid cov-
erage to serve any of the nearly 160,000 still unin-
sured Okies.

However, that politically driven commentary is 
becoming better known for the clear and present 
danger it poses, especially in rural Oklahoma.

In non-metropolitan areas hospitals continue to 
close, the most recent being Pauls Valley Regional. 
Coupled with growing shortages of affordable nurs-
ing home beds and spotty, at best, mental health 
care facilities across the Sooner State, it makes 

CAl’S CryStAl BAll

December’s Observer will provide in-depth cov-
erage of the Nov. 6 elections, including what the 
results mean for Oklahoma, in both the short- 
and long-term.

In the meantime, we urge our readers to:
• Tune into OETA’s statewide election night cov-

erage, which includes analysis by Observer Editor 
Arnold Hamilton.

• Visit our website, https://okobserver.org, for 
updated election news and commentary.   

• Join us for our monthly Newsmakers event 
Nov. 8 at Full Circle Books in OKC, 6-7 p.m. We 
will analyzing the election results and looking 
ahead to 2019 with Observer columnist and for-
mer Senate President Cal Hobson, House Demo-
cratic Caucus Chair Emily Virgin and other special 
guests. See page 13 for details.

Making Sense
Of Nov. 6th
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little sense to leave our tax dollars in Washington, 
DC to be allocated for health care in other states ... 
but that is exactly Stitt’s long held position.

Amazingly, this novice wannabe pol has declared 
he’s for taking every available federal dollar for any 
purpose under the sun in Oklahoma, except health 
care, where sadly we have the second highest unin-
sured rate in the nation exceeded only by Texas.

Ah, yes. Texas. Home of Ted Cruz, Rick Perry, Bevo 
and probably even a butthead or two.

Additional strikes abound to send Stitt to the 
showers such as: Pending lawsuits concerning his 
company’s checkered home loan programs; a refusal 
to release tax returns; his nearly 20-year hiatus 
from voting in Oklahoma’s gubernatorial contests; a 
series of debate debacles that proved he is clueless 
about the job he seeks; and most damaging of all, 
he has been endorsed by current Gov. Mary Fallin 
whose approval rating is the worst in the country 
at 16% and by Thanksgiving probably will drop into 

single digits.
For some, Mary is a likable lady but as an elected 

leader ... a real turkey.
In closing, red may not be quite fading to blue en-

tirely in Oklahoma but perhaps a hint of purple will 
be seen on the horizon as the sun sets on Nov. 6.

And on a sunny Nov. 7, Stitt will return to his 
regular day job pushing papers around T-Town while 
in Oklahoma City General Edmondson and his blue 
clad cavalry will ride down a reinvigorated NW 23rd 
street to the People’s Building, aka our Capitol, 
which sadly has been home to so much trickery and 
tomfoolery for the last eight years.

Had enough of that? 
Then give yourself a treat and your kids a future. 

Vote Blue. Vote Drew.
Happy Halloween!

Cal Hobson, a Lexington Democrat, served in the 
Oklahoma Legislature from 1978-2006, including 
one term as Senate President Pro Tempore. 

Tuning Out Turncoat Turpen
BY GARY EDMONDSON

Advocating inclusion, most Democrats try to shy 
away from party purity litmus tests.

Single-payer health care advocates seem about as 
intolerant as the Democratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee from opposite ends of our spec-
trum, but most Democrats try to get along – the 
religious and the skeptics, condescending urbanites 
and ignored rurals, all of the minorities and the ma-
jority that embraces their equal rights.

I welcome all but racists under our big tent. But 
outright fifth columnists deserve our disdain.

Which brings us to former Democratic Attorney 
General Mike Turpen – a one-time chair of the state 
party.

Last spring, Turpen endorsed the Step Up Okla-
homa proposal crafted by the oil oligarchs to protect 
their interests.

Then, on Oct. 1, The Oklahoman cited Turpen as 
one of those signing a fund-raising appeal for Repub-
lican Attorney General Mike Hunter. The Democrats 
had a good, smart candidate in Mark Myles, who 
couldn’t afford yard signs at the time. Yet, Turpen 
opted to plea for more money for the fat cats’ corpo-
rate candidate.

Turpen turning Republican is his business. He can 
aw-shucks his good ol’ boy cronyism to his heart’s 
content, tired shtick though it is.

The rub comes when we realize that Turpen is the 
regular “Democratic” spokesperson on KFOR-TV’s 
weekly Flashpoint political program. Others pop in 
on occasion, but Turpen the Turncoat “represents” 
the Democratic cause the bulk of the time. His usual 
sparring partner is former OKC Mayor Kirk Hum-

phreys, and they and Kevin Ogle have a grand old 
time.

On Oct. 14, Myles made a Flashpoint appearance. 
Humphreys asked pertinent questions to give Myles 
a chance to explain his qualifications and positions. 
The traitor Turpen tried to undercut Myles’ court-
room experience as a defense attorney, prosecu-
tor and public defender as irrelevant. [Hunter, the 
state’s top lawyer, has never tried a case.]

He also interjected that Hunter had been a key 
player in the AG’s office under Scott Pruitt – as if 
supporting that grifter was laudable.

Turpen’s continued actions disqualify him as a 
viable spokesman for Democrats. Channel Four 
should make it a point – a flashy point, if you will – 
of finding a real Democrat, one, at least, who does 
not endorse Republicans and their causes.

Our party leadership is half the age of the Flash-
pointers. They represent where the party stands 
today. They are surrounded by able lieutenants.

Turpen’s continued presence constitutes a fraud 
and a sham and, in reality, two Republican view-
points. It makes what could be a valuable, informa-
tive discussion a travesty.

The station manager at KFOR is Wes Milbourn. 
The address is 444 East Briton Road, OKC, OK 
73114. The main station number is 405.424.4444.
Duncan resident Gary Edmondson is chair of the 
Stephens County Democratic Party.

Read The Observer On-Line
www.okobserver.org
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CANDID CAMERA
New Car Insurance Drive Faces Speed Bumps?

BY JOHN M. WYLIE II

“Guess we better get ready to get our rights took 
away too. [I]n Oklahoma y’all are as stupid as they 
come.” – Online post about license-tag cameras to 
detect car insurance scofflaws

Oklahomans love winning. But lawmakers 
discussing SB 359 in 2015 wanted to ditch 
an unwanted gold medal – nationwide leader 
in uninsured drivers.

They won. Officials are ecstatic about starting the 
Uninsured Vehicle Enforcement Diversion program 
[UVED] Nov. 1 to dump the dubious honor.

But The Observer has found questions about 
UVED’s financial and legal underpinnings bubbling 
here and abroad that could light up caution signals.

One involves Sensys Gatsco Group, the Swedish 
firm Oklahoma hired to start UVED. It ran late getting 

it started and blamed the state to its shareholders.
While state officials have said everyone is on board, 

Sensys told shareholders in its most recent six-month 
financial report, “Alignment of the various stakehold-
ers involved has been challenging and caused delays 
in the implementation.” 

Sensys is no newbie – its roots stretch back to a 
Dutch firm founded in 1958 and purchased by a 
Swedish firm a quarter century later.

But it has hemorrhaged cash for all but two years of 
the last decade.

Its financial report said it must, “[M]ake our cost 
base more flexible to better support our volatile busi-
ness model” – just months before starting one of its 
biggest new contracts, the Oklahoma job, which it 
estimates is worth $2 million the first year and un-
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estimated amounts if the state and Sensys exercise 
four one-year extensions.

And in Iowa, the Gatsco Division has been ensnared 
in a multitude of lawsuits including multiple trips to 
the Iowa Supreme Court.

The issues involve the legality and constitutionality 
of Gatsco’s work for various cities identifying speed-
ers using photographic equipment similar to that to 
be used in Oklahoma to identify vehicles without in-
surance.

It may have finally won the battle but lost the war 
– the high court has thrown out all the legal cases, 
but turned key underlying issues over to the General 
Assembly. One plan: A 57-line bill introduced to end 
the problem by “prohibiting the use of automated or 
remote systems for traffic law enforcement.”

If the same thing happened in Oklahoma, UVED 
could die despite the benefits, the contract with Sen-
sys, and the Tulsa public relations firm hired to pro-
mote both.

BACKGROUND FOR SB 359
Oklahoma had the highest percentage of uninsured 

drivers in the nation, 25.9% according to a study re-
ported by MarketWatch, when lawmakers started 
effort. If two Sooners vehicles crash, there’s a 50% 
chance one is uninsured.

Those figures don’t help sell the state to new busi-
nesses or residents, but SB 359 would fight the prob-
lem using computer-assisted cameras to scan thou-
sands of passing vehicles’ license plates daily.

Using both fixed and mobile locations, they’d iden-
tify the ones without insurance and send deferred 
prosecution notices – including a bill for $174 and 
requirements to get and keep legally required insur-
ance for two years.

Many, like the one who made the online post, feared 
the photos would also be used to spy and build secret 
databased on innocent people.

Others thought it was some kind of extortion to 
rake in unjustified money for the agency in charge 
of the program, the District Attorneys Council, and 
whatever company won the bid to handle the techni-
cal operations. [Courts rejected similar contentions 
in Iowa after protracted litigation.]

While those running the program point to carefully 
crafted protections against any of those evils, when 
the actual program was formally announced Oct. 23, 
nine days before its starting date, the news release 
devoted just one line to the nine-page bill.

Ignored were the almost 16 months of formal and 
informal debate across the 2015 and 2016 sessions, 
before the measure passed 34-10 in the Senate and 
52-39 in the House on the final day of the session.

Had it failed, the process would have started from 
scratch in the 2017 session. Instead Gov. Mary Fallin 
signed it June 6 and it was mostly forgotten.

It became a big deal when UVED was unveiled as the 
nation’s first such program.

Insurance Commissioner John Doak pointed out 
the financial benefits it would provide for both newly 

insured drivers and those who already obeyed the 
law.

The non-compliance level costs the state $9 million 
in lost tax revenues on the unpaid premiums, plus 
huge costs involving unpaid medical bills, property 
damage and repairs that should have been covered 
by at-fault drivers who were uninsured. That impacts 
both the innocent drivers and the state, because it 
artificially raises rates for all drivers who do buy in-
surance.

DAC Chair and Kay-Noble County DA Brian Herman-
son pointed out that only pictures used for deferred 
procedures would even be kept [and kept secret ex-
cept for the alleged offender and the DA personnel 
working the case], and even those pictures would be 
retained until a proceeding is closed when they, too, 
will be destroyed.

The law spells out all those safeguards in details, 
along with a bidding process to insure the state got 
the best possible system at the best possible price.

It also ensures motorists a simple and well ex-
plained appeal process, so if the system mistakenly 
flags a car for diversion a communication procedure 
between the DA, the motorist and his or her insurer 
will fix it, Hermanson said Oct. 25. The law itself af-
firms that with very specific provisions on immedi-
ate notification, and an outline of how to contest a 
notice.

But three days later those safeguards were ignored 
in the half-page, color Sunday newspaper ads for the 
program, which included instructions on what mo-
torists should do if they got a notice: Pay the $174, 
get insurance, and sign a two-year deal with the state.
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He also said even offenders would save money be-
cause the fee alone would be less than court costs 
and nothing compared to those who got stopped, 
watched their car towed away, and had a bill for that 
and storage on top of the fine and court costs.

To test that, The Observer used the OSCN online 
court records system to select a recently resolved 
random case in which the only charge was failure to 
have insurance with no complicating legal issues.

Court costs and fines alone were $279 in one re-
cent Beckham County case with no aggravating cir-
cumstances.

Court files don’t reflect whether the car was towed 
or stored [fees that mount up fast] or what other ex-
penses on top of getting insurance the driver faced.

Hermanson said a key to the program is that many 
people don’t buy insurance because they feel they 
can’t afford it and the risk of getting caught is small.

“We’re going to try to make it fiscally irresponsible 
not to have that insurance in place by providing them 
a way to avoid the whole process. If they get the in-
surance and keep it in place it is only going to cost 
them $174 [in court and government fees plus paying 
for insurance if caught].

“If they go into the district court on a ticket they 
will be paying a significant higher dollar amount than 
that and they may get hit three or four or five times 
because these readers are going to be reading every 
day.

“So it is possible that it could cost you in the thou-
sands if you don’t get on board” and still have to buy 
insurance, the DAC chief said.

Safeguards are carefully built into the law and the 
program implementing it to prevent any “Big Broth-
er” situations from being possible, he said:

“This system will only record license plates that do 
not have insurance in place. We will only hold a snap-
shot for two years and it will be discarded. The law re-
quires that those photographs cannot be used for any 
other purpose or shared with anyone else [including 
government].”

Hermanson was emphatic that, even though the 
program being bid was a first, the bidding was widely 
circulated “to try to get as many people as possible 
involved in the program.”

He said there were refinements made after a final 
vendor was selected because some details had to be 
negotiated once the basics of the program were set.

While he did not remember every detail leading to 
the final contract, Hermanson said, “This was the 
best, lowest bid that we had and certainly a well-qual-
ified group that had done license plate readers before 
but not for this type of a program.” 

Besides the other issues, Senys issued financial 
statements Sept. 10 and 28 that it had received a ven-
dor note worth about $748,000 which, if not repaid 
by June 13, would allow the vendor to collect its pay-
ment as Senys stock.

The first release said the vendor had exercised that 
option, diluting the 860,024,407shares of Senys held 

by the company by 1.79%. The second release said 
the vendor had restructured the stock, bringing its 
total holding to that level and number of votes and 
leaving Senys itself with none of either.

Other key points Hermanson made in the interview:
• While he had not previously been asked, he said 

the new system “should work on vanity license 
plates,” which is not the actual plate under which a 
vehicle is registered. Such plates are tied to a regu-
lar plate, which is used to collect state taxes and as 
the primary registration for a car and must be carried 
inside the vehicle at all times and renewed annually.

• Asked why none of the $174 fee under the pro-
gram was earmarked to help those faced with unpaid 
property damage, car repair or medical bills due to a 
wreck caused by an uninsured motorist, he replied, 
“It is not a form of restitution,” adding that the entire 
amount is the minimum needed to pay the contractor 
and for the extra work and costs of DA’s offices state-
wide to administer the program. However, it would 
prevent future need for restitution because eventu-
ally officials hope it will persuade all Oklahoma driv-
ers to carry at least the state mandated level of insur-
ance.

As the 31-minute telephone interview ended, Her-
manson was asked if he had wanted to cover any ad-
ditional issues or expand on any earlier discussions. 
He said he could not think of any.
John M. Wylie II, retired publisher of the Oologah 
Lake Leader, is an independent investigative report-
er and author based in Oologah

34th OKC Peace
Festival Nov. 10

The Fall Peace Festival returns to OKC’s Civic Cen-
ter Music Hall on Nov. 10, featuring 60 tables show-
casing groups working in social justice, human ser-
vice, human rights and environmental sustainability.

“Almost every group sells their organization’s 
books, calendars, fair trade goods, t-shirts, bum-
per stickers or other things related to their mission,” 
said Nathaniel Batchelder, director of the OKC Peace 
House.

“The festival is a holiday shopping bonanza for 
Christmas, Chanukah, Kwanzaa, winter solstice or 
other mid-winter celebrations.”

This year’s Peace Festival theme is “Everything for 
the Common Good” and includes live music, with 
local talents Steve McLinn and Jahruba offering up 
peaceful folk, reggae, Latino and African interpreta-
tions. In addition, Ali Soltani plays Middle Eastern 
music on the oud and folk singer D. Ray Polk offers 
traditional folk songs.

The event, now in its 34th year, is free and open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. See the back cover of this 
month’s Observer for more information.



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 11

A Low Tax State For Some Sooners Only
BY GENE PERRY

While Oklahoma 
has a reputation 
as a low tax state, 
poor and middle-

income Oklahomans are ac-
tually paying a greater share 
of their income in taxes than 
the national average, while 
the richest 5% of households 
– with annual incomes of 
$194,500 or more – pay less.

That’s why Oklahoma ranks 
among the 10 worst states for 
tax inequality in the newly up-
dated Who Pays report from 
the Institute on Taxation and 
Economic Policy [ITEP]. The 
analysis evaluates major state 
and local taxes, including per-
sonal and corporate income 
taxes, property taxes, sales 
and other excise taxes.

It finds that the poorest 
Oklahoma households pay 
2.1 times as much of their in-
comes in taxes as the wealthiest 1%. In Oklahoma, 
the poorest 20% of households pay the fifth highest 
taxes as a share of their incomes – 13.4% – in the 
country. You can read the full Who Pays report at 
www.whopays.org.

Oklahoma’s tax system is regarded as regressive 
because the lower one’s income, the higher one’s ef-
fective tax rate.

This is in part because Oklahoma relies more heav-
ily on sales and excise taxes to raise revenue and less 
on personal income taxes, which tend to be more pro-
gressive [meaning the higher one’s income, the high-
er one’s effective personal income tax rate].

Among Oklahoma’s neighboring states, only Texas 
has a more regressive tax system. But in recent years, 
we’ve been moving in the wrong direction.

Lawmakers cut Oklahoma’s top income tax rate by 
nearly 25% since 2004, at a cost of more than $1 bil-
lion annually, while providing just over $200 to the 
median income household. These repeated tax cuts 
for the wealthy meant less money to adequately fund 
education and other basic services.

Oklahoma lawmakers also took aim at measures 
that primarily benefit low- and middle-income work-
ing families by making the state Earned Income Tax 
Credit non-refundable and freezing the state stan-
dard deduction.

Given these facts, lawmakers should look for ways 
to make our tax system less regressive. As a start, 

lawmakers should direct the Tax Commission to con-
duct a regular study of the distributional impact of 
the whole tax system, similar to the study done by 
ITEP.

Now that the state budget is recovering, lawmakers 
should also restore the refundable Earned Income 
Tax Credit, which provided some balance to the tax 
system and offered a critical boost to low-income 
working families before lawmakers cut it in 2016.

There’s a practical reason for Oklahoma and all 
states to be concerned about regressive tax struc-
tures, according to ITEP. If the nation fails to address 
growing income inequality, states will have difficulty 
raising the revenue they need over time. The more in-
come that goes to the wealthy [and the lower a state’s 
overall tax rate on the wealthy], the slower a state’s 
revenue grows over time.

“Rising income inequality is unconscionable, and 
it is certainly a problem that local, state and federal 
lawmakers should address,” said Meg Wiehe, deputy 
director of ITEP and an author of the study. “Regres-
sive state tax systems didn’t cause the growing in-
come divide, but they certainly exacerbate the prob-
lem. State lawmakers have control over how their tax 
systems are structured. They can and should enact 
more equitable tax policies that raise adequate rev-
enue in a fair, sustainable way.”
Gene Perry is director of Strategy and Communica-
tions at Oklahoma Policy Institute; okpolicy.org.
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Oklahoma College-Career Readiness
Testing: It’s More than Numbers

BY JAN NEW

The Oklahoman recently published a front-
page news article entitled “ACT Scores Sig-
nal Struggles for Students.” 

In follow-up three days later, the Oklaho-
man published its opinion, “ACT Scores Show Need 
for Rigor in Classrooms,” further dissecting many 
statistics contained in an ACT report [American Col-
lege Testing] entitled “Condition of College and Ca-
reer Readiness 2018: Oklahoma Key Findings.” You 
can find it at act.org under the ‘Research’ tab, by se-
lecting the featured report and scrolling down to in-
dividual state briefs and profiles.

WHAT ARE ACT’S AND SAT’S?
Oklahoma made the decision in 2015 to offer ACT 

or SAT [Scholastic Aptitude Test] college- and career-
readiness exams at no cost to students to meet state 
and federal requirements. A school district option of 
either of the two tests was provided for districts that 
already use a suite of assessment tools from one or 
the other company. Either or both tests are admin-
istered nationwide generally in the junior year and 
have been for decades.

Over the last century they have been used as a 

basis for college admission, scholarship eligibility, 
placement, and advisement, and through various iter-
ations of these tests, they have been found to exhibit 
bias. This body of criticism specifically cites system-
atic form and content bias relative to family income, 
gender, race, and ethnicity. 

In recent years it has been determined that the 
tests, either ACT or SAT, do a relatively poor job of 
predicting college performance – particularly for 
women and minorities. 

Because of these claims of bias and the possibility 
of inflating the importance of standardized testing, 
more than 1,000 American colleges and universities 
are now “Test Optional” institutions, finding that 
individual grade points, class standing, and other 
assessments are better predictors of college perfor-
mance.

While the University of Oklahoma is not on this list, 
OSU-Stillwater and OSU-OKC are … with certain ca-
veats. Stillwater wants the test but says it will not be 
used for admissions determination unless the appli-
cant “fails to meet the minimum GPA or class rank.” 
OSU-OKC says they use the test result “only for ad-
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Newsmakers
Series

Join Observer Editor
Arnold Hamilton

for a lively one-hour 
review of the 2018 elections

and discussion of
Oklahoma’s future with

House Democratic Caucus 
Chair Emily Virgin, former

Senate President Cal Hobson 
and other special guests.

Thursday, November 8, 2018
Full Circle Books

1900 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Admission is free

Light hors d’oeuvres will be served
Wine and beer available for purchase
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visement or placement.”
WHY DO STATES, INCLUDING OKLAHOMA,

USE STANDARDIZED CAREER
AND COLLEGE-READINESS TESTS?

An overly simplified answer is that use of stan-
dardized tests has persisted over many years despite 
well-documented concerns. In Oklahoma, ACT/SAT 
replace a number of end-of-instruction tests and are 
believed to offer some accountability in terms of ab-
solute scores [surrogates] for student learning as 
well as trends over time.

There is a geographic preference in that the SAT 
seems to be preferred by colleges and universities 
on the east and west coasts, while ACT is primarily 
administered through the Great Plains and into the 
northwest.

Also, the cost of developing an alternative Oklaho-
ma career and college-readiness exam could be criti-
cized as duplicative and limiting career and higher 
education options outside of Oklahoma.

CAN TEST SCORE RESULTS BE MISUSED
AND MISINTERPRETED?

Standardized scores have also been 
criticized for being imprecise insofar as 
a 2.0-point difference in a single or com-
posite score can have significant impact 
on college admission and financial aid 
decisions. 

There has also been criticism that as 
college testing companies have devel-
oped and marketed more assessment 
tools and test-coaching products, cor-
porate biases and objectivity have been 
questioned.

Make no mistake, standardized testing 
is big business – by some reports multi-
billion dollars annually.

“Oklahoma’s ACT Key Findings” do 
show a downturn in meeting readiness 
benchmarks by race and ethnicity in re-
cent years. Even if absolute numbers are 
less concerning because of the biases and impreci-
sion described, the trend is disturbing for Oklahoma 
and within the region.

However, given the decade long struggle for public 
educational funding and persistent Legislative refus-
al to appropriate funds for a teacher pay raise [until 
2018] or for class size reduction, supplies, and text-
books along with the number of skyrocketing emer-
gency teacher certifications, the five-year trend line 
may not be surprising and is consistent across all 
student groups.

If this data is misused to disparage public educa-
tion, justify a further reduction in funding, or di-
vert scarce funds for vouchers for private education, 
Oklahomans will need to carefully examine the rheto-
roic; ACT/SAT were not designed for these purpos-
es. Foremost, diverting funds from an underfunded 
public system responsible for educating more than 
695,000 students to fund, rebate, or provide tax cred-

its to families already paying for private schools [ap-
proximately 37,500 students statewide] should be a 
non-starter.

Voters need to be aware of the countless ways the 
current administration and Congress, working with 
like-minded governors and legislatures, can effect 
changes in the absence of voter engagement and par-
ticipation.

WHY ARE STANDARDS
AND ACHIEVEMENT IMPORTANT?

We all want or should want a better life for our chil-
dren. The “It was good enough for my generation” 
argument is no longer effective when international 
competitiveness is redrawing the lines of how R&D 
and goods and services are produced and sold across 
global markets. 

Changing things for the better always requires sac-
rifice; there wasn’t a time when it didn’t. One mea-
sure of the insufficiency of Oklahoma’s investment in 
education shows up in the National Science Founda-
tion graph below:

When a Boeing representative appeared at a leg-
islative interim study and said they were unable to 
meet their hiring needs locally [engineers, scientists, 
mathematicians, etc.] because Oklahoma colleges 
and universities don’t produce a sufficient number 
of these professionals that should have been a major 
wake-up call. After all, Oklahoma provided state and 
municipal economic development incentives – at tax-
payers’ expense – to bring Boeing here.

To more fully benefit from such decisions, Oklaho-
ma needs to invest in its public educational systems 
– Pre-K through university. Solving Oklahoma’s edu-
cational and other problems will require leaders with 
a thorough understanding of the issues and relevant 
experience. There is no substitute.
Jan New is a retired public administrator for munici-
pal, state, and federal programs, private industry, 
and national trade association program develop-
ment.
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‘The Power Of We’
BY JOHN THOMPSON

Walking into the recent Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Education conference It Starts 
Here: Trauma-Informed Instruction Sum-
mit, it was clear that this event would be 

different than so many symposiums during the cor-
porate school reform era.

Ordinarily, the hallway is full of breakfast foods and 
tables of deep-pocketed education consultants. Dur-
ing this time of austerity, the lack of pastries wasn’t 
that surprising. But the halls were full of tables of 
nonprofit social service providers.

Even before Oklahoma cut state spending more 
than any other state, its high-poverty schools couldn’t 
come close to tackling the challenges of generational 
poverty or students who have survived multiple Ad-
verse Childhood Experiences [ACE].

After all, Oklahoma is tied for first in the nation 
in youth who have endured four or more ACEs. And 
three Oklahoma towns were recently identified as the 
places with the lowest life expectancy in the United 
States. No. 1 was Stilwell where life expectancy is 
down to 56 years, or the levels of sub-Saharan third 
world countries.

The drop of life expectancy of uneducated Oklaho-
mans – and others who live in the middle of Trump 
country – has been attributed to “deaths by despair.” 
The combination of opioids and the lack of hope have 
created a crisis that can no longer be ignored.

The experts who contributed to the conference did 
not want to diminish the importance of pharmaceuti-
cal companies pushing opioids for controlling pain, 
but it was noted that persons who have had six or 
more ACES are 4,600 times more likely to become 
addicted to drugs/opioids.

For nearly two decades, corporate reformers have 
downplayed the importance of poverty and trauma, 
largely dismissing them as “excuses” for not address-
ing the “benign racism of low expectations.” 

Too many education get-togethers have been domi-
nated by the shortcuts for jacking up bubble-in test 
scores and holding individual educators accountable 
for overcoming the academic deficits that the poor-
est children bring to class. Given the utter failure 
of accountability-driven, competition-driven school 
reforms, it’s no surprise that education leaders are 
starting to call for wraparound services. But the other 
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half of the message was [pleasantly] jolting.
Speakers began with the normative praise of indi-

vidual teachers and their ability to single-handedly 
change lives. But the room of 800 educators from 
districts with the highest rates of trauma then heard 
“something radical.” Now it is time to “work togeth-
er!”

As presenter Casey Gwinn said, we must unleash 
“the power of We.”

Gwinn said that we must start with the wisdom that 
“it takes a village to raise a child,” but that is not 
enough. We need a village to promote humane, holis-
tic, loving values, where trusting relationships rule. 
We need the single most important predictor of suc-
cess in school, as well as life – Hope!

Gwinn acknowledged that in one sense he was say-
ing something similar to Mazlow’s hierarchy. Today’s 
cognitive science is building on years of research 

which explained why students basic needs must be 
addressed before we can systematically improve the 
academic outcomes of children suffering from “tox-
ic stress.” But now there seems to be a consensus 
embracing science-based policies requiring partner-
ships and holistic remedies.

Gwinn didn’t deviate much from the typical speak-
er’s genre when he started to conclude the event by 
asking the audience to stand, and say aloud, “My fu-
ture can be brighter than my past.”

But then he asked for the grand finale, “Our collec-
tive future can be brighter than our past!”
John Thompson is an award-winning historian 
who became an inner-Oklahoma City teacher after 
the “Hoova” set of the Crips took over his neighbor-
hood and he became attached to the kids in the drug 
houses. Now retired, he is the author of A Teacher’s 
Tale: Learning, Loving, and Listening to Our Kids.

Our Revolution OK Kicks Off 2nd Year
BY RENA GUAY

In 2017, some ardent supporters of Bernie Sand-
ers’ winning Oklahoma primary campaign estab-
lished an organization – Our Revolution Okla-
homa – dedicated to continuing the progressive 

agenda that Vermont’s senior senator has champi-
oned for decades and developed into a powerful na-
tional platform.

Our Revolution became the national network of 
this political movement, and this central Oklahoma 
chapter formed to make sure Oklahoma was part of it.

Founded on the idea of eliminating the corrupting 
influence of corporate money in politics, Our Revo-
lution is at the heart of the fight for real change in 
the political landscape. The motto frames this: “Cam-
paigns End. Revolutions Endure.”

The “revolution” OR seeks is one that will “reclaim 
democracy for working people.” As a movement orga-
nization, Our Revolution has three intertwined goals: 
to revitalize American democracy, empower progres-
sive leaders and elevate the political consciousness.

The OROK chapter works in Oklahoma and Cleve-
land Counties. As of this writing, OROK has 900 sub-
scribers and almost 200 voting members; 2,700 fol-
low the Facebook page.

Many, but not all, of OROK’s active members are 
registered Democrats; for those that are, their rally-
ing cry is “Transform The Party” with the goal of mak-
ing OR policy positions – such as refusing corporate 
campaign donations and enacting Medicare for All 
– central components of Democratic elections, the 
platform and organizing activity.

“In a state where Sanders won the primary by 10 
points, we don’t think progressives should continue 
to be the political stepchild,” said Susan McCann, 
Our Revolution Oklahoma’s board secretary and 

chair of the Ballot Initiatives Committee. “We are go-
ing to keep working to elect progressives, increase 
accountability, create new ways to engage grassroots 
voters, and move this ball forward.” 

What has OROK accomplished its first year? There’s 
a long list on the website [ourrevolutionok.com]. 
From gathering the largest caucus at the 2017 Okla-
homa County convention, to bringing in OR President 
Nina Turner and board member Jim Hightower for a 
major rally in May [The Oklahoma Observer was a co-
sponsor], OROK took the role of progressive “revolu-
tionary” seriously. Project work includes endorsing 
and supporting candidates, finding potential ballot 
initiatives to create or support, and, as mentioned, 
“transforming the party.”

In this year’s campaign season, Our Revolution OK 
has, through direct member polling, selected a slate 
of endorsed candidates on the state, county, and mu-
nicipal levels, and is organizing a variety of actions 
to help them win.  “We are absolutely committed to a 
democratic process for our major decision-making,” 
said Melody Ball, who served as Candidate Support 
Committee chair.

McCann and Ball and the rest of the leadership 
recognize that getting strong progressive candidates 

Our Revolution Oklahoma
2nd Annual Membership Meeting
Thursday, Nov. 15., 6:30 p.m.
[Doors open @ 6]
Teamsters Union Hall
3528 W. Reno Ave., OKC
All Welcome
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elected, and transformative policies enacted, is a 
long-term project. So when the results of the elec-
tion are announced on Nov. 6, OROK won’t be rest-
ing – they already have their second annual member-
ship meeting scheduled just nine days later, on Nov. 
15, where board nominations will be considered and 
plans for the 2019 convention season and 2020 elec-
tion cycle will be kicked off. 

The Nov. 15 meeting will take place at the Team-
ster’s Union Hall, 3528 W. Reno, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
It’s free, but attenders will be encouraged to offer a 
modest dues payment that gives them voting privi-
leges – in the board selection and in future candidate 

Annual ‘Write For Rights’ Dec. 1

The OKC chapter of Amnesty Inter-
national will hold its annual Write 
for Rights event Saturday, Dec. 1 
at Full Circle Books, across from 

Penn Square Mall. 
W4R is Amnesty’s largest global grass-

roots action, held every fall to mark Inter-
national Human Rights Day on Dec. 10. 
People write letters and sign online peti-
tions to help resolve 10 to 12 cases of sig-
nificant human rights abuses around the 
world. Last year, 5.5 million actions were 
taken worldwide on 10 cases.

The OKC chapter joins this action each 
year, along with co-sponsor the Oklahoma 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty [OK-
CADP]. 

This year, there are 11 cases, each a 

endorsements. 
By seizing the moment after the shock of the 2016 

election, the founders of Our Revolution Oklahoma 
believed – and still believe – that Oklahoma is more 
progressive than its elected officials and political es-
tablishment suggest, and that Bernie’s convincing 
win in Oklahoma proved that. They are working to 
build a progressive infrastructure and citizen-initiat-
ed movement that can make the state work for all its 
residents. 
Rena Guay is the chair of OROK’s Communications 
Committee. 

woman who is a human rights defender in her native 
country: 

1. Marielle, BRAZIL: Investigate the killing of Mari-
elle Franco, a women’s human rights defender

2. Pavitri, INDIA: End harassment of Pavitri Manjhi, 
a defender of Dalit and Adivasi human rights

3. Atena, IRAN: Free Atena Daemi, a prisoner of 
conscience, activist against the death penalty and 
women’s human rights defender

4. Sengwer People, KENYA: Stop the eviction of the 
Sengwer Indigenous People from their ancestral land

5. Gulzar, KYRGYZSTAN: Support Gulzar Dusheno-
va, a defender of the rights of people with disabilities

6. Nawal, MOROCCO: Stop harassing Nawal Ben 
Aissa, a human rights defender

7. Nonhle, SOUTH AFRICA: Protect Nonhle Mbuthu-
ma from attack, a human rights defender working to 
end abuses by corporations

8. Vitalina, UKRAINE: Ensure the safety of Vitalina 
Koval, a LGBTI rights defender

9. Awad, USA: Let in Awad, a human rights defender 
and refugee from Sudan stuck in Egypt

10. Geraldine, VENEZUELA: Drop all charges 
against Geraldine Chacón, a defender of youth rights

11. Me Nam, VIETNAM: Free Me Nam, a blogger and 

human rights defender [Released!]
As part of the local action, OK-CADP brings holiday 

cards addressed to residents of Oklahoma’s Death 
Row. 

To participate in Write for Rights and the death row 
holiday outreach, attendees simply need visit the ta-
ble any time during the event to sign their names to 
pre-written letters and cards. 

If unable to attend the Dec. 1 event at Full Circle 
[1900 Northwest Expressway], you can still partici-
pate by going online to write.amnestyusa.org. There 
you will find the case sheets describing the people on 
whose behalf the letters are being written. Those let-
ters can be written anytime until Jan. 31, 2019. 

Teachers are encouraged to use these W4R cases 
in their classrooms. If you or someone you know is 
an educator, please direct them to the special Class-
room page and Educator’s Guide: write.amnestyusa.
org/classroom

Amnesty OKC meets on the first Monday of each 
month at 6:30 in the fellowship hall of Church of the 
Open Arms, which is located at 3131 N. Penn. All are 
welcome. Come by the Amnesty OKC table at Peace 
Festival on Nov. 10, where you can also sign letters 
on behalf of human rights defenders.

Letter writers at 2016 event at Full Circle Books. Photo: Rena Guay.
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Making SQ 780 Reforms
Retroactive Is Moral Necessity

BY DAMION SHADE

Voters passed SQs 780 and 781 two years ago 
in response to Oklahoma’s incarceration 
crisis. These measures reclassified simple 
drug possession and several low-level prop-

erty crimes as misdemeanors instead of felonies and 
directed the savings toward treatment and rehabilita-
tion services.

While these reforms will promote a much more 
rehabilitation-focused justice system going forward, 
thousands of Oklahomans are serving felony sen-
tences for crimes that are now prosecuted as mis-
demeanors. This presents both moral and practical 
questions: Is it just to imprison those who would not 
be eligible for prison sentences now?

Oklahoma should make the effects of SQ 780 and 
other recent justice reforms retroactive; it’s better 
for Oklahoma families, better for traditionally under-
served communities, and it’s better for basic fairness 
in our overburdened criminal justice system.

Between 2005 and 2015, 17,458 people were ad-
mitted to prison in Oklahoma for possession of a 
controlled substance. Many more – though we don’t 
know exactly how many – were imprisoned for low-
level property crimes changed by SQ 780.

Making SQ 780 retroactive would mean that thou-
sands of incarcerated people in this state could apply 
for shorter sentences, and with appropriate commu-
nity support and substance abuse treatment these in-
dividuals could become active parents and hardwork-
ing contributors to Oklahoma.

Oklahomans for Criminal Justice Reform, a bipar-
tisan coalition of community leaders working to fix 
Oklahoma’s justice system, has led a commutation 
and parole campaign designed to highlight injustices 
facing incarcerated mothers which could be fixed if 
SQ 780 is made retroactive. All 46 women highlighted 
by this campaign are serving prison sentences of 10 
years or longer.

If these women were convicted of the same crimes 
today, many of them would serve a year or less, and 
some would be eligible for no prison time at all.

Since 1991, Oklahoma has incarcerated more 
women per capita than any other state, and it’s had 
a devastating impact on Oklahoma families. Incar-
cerated mothers are about three times as likely as 
incarcerated fathers to have been the only parent in 
the home. Children of incarcerated women are more 
likely to suffer from depression, poor grades, and 
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negative health outcomes. Retroactivity would offer 
these mothers a chance to return to their families 
more quickly.

Communities of color and rural Oklahoma would 
also benefit from making these reforms retroactive. 
Black, Native American, and Hispanic Oklahomans 
are all overrepresented in Oklahoma prisons, and 
drug related crime is a major driver of these out-
comes. 

Making SQ 780 retroactive would not resolve years 
of inequality, but it would begin to alter the trend 
of seeing so many people of color locked up in this 
state.

Rural, predominantly white communities are also 
suffering due to the opioid crisis and the lasting ef-
fects of meth on small town economies. A lackluster 
local economy in rural communities can often make 

it easier to find drugs than treatment. When treat-
ment becomes less available, those struggling with 
addiction often end up in the criminal justice system.

A lack of resources shouldn’t contribute to so 
many rural Oklahomans going to prison, and the Leg-
islature making these reforms retroactive would help 
address these disparities.

The inequities of the past don’t have to dictate the 
present. Voters have expressed a clear desire to in-
carcerate fewer people for abusing drugs or commit-
ting petty theft.

Oklahomans deserve a system that responds to the 
will of voters. Treatment should be easier to enter 
than prison, and the overly punitive, often counter-
productive policies of the past should be undone.
Damion Shade is a policy analyst with Oklahoma 
Policy Institute; okpolicy.org.

Core Government Function – Or Not?
BY DAVID PERRYMAN

President Teddy Roosevelt once said, “Here 
is your country. Cherish these natural won-
ders, cherish the natural resources, cherish 
the history and romance as a sacred heritage, 

for your children and your children’s children.”
While Roosevelt is often assumed to have founded 

U.S. Park Service, our first national park, Yellow-
stone, was designated by President Ulysses S. Grant 
in 1872 when Roosevelt was just a 14-year-old and 
nearly 30 years before he would become president.

Frequently, there are philosophical and rhetorical 
discussions about the wisdom [and expense] of the 
park system that documentary filmmaker Ken Burns 
called “America’s Best Idea.” Oklahoma’s park sys-
tem has not been free from similar scrutiny.

While this article focuses primarily on Red Rock 
Canyon State Park, near Hinton, the same issues 
could apply to any of dozen and a half Oklahoma 
State Parks.

Red Rock Canyon provided Cheyenne Indians with 
a sheltered wintering ground for decades. In the 
1840s, it became a landmark and campsite on the old 
California Trail as gold seekers headed west for fame 
and fortune. The canyon’s rich history and unique 
qualities make it a special place for Oklahomans and 
visitors to our state.

A concerned constituent recently heard that Red 
Rock Canyon State Park had been sold to a private 
entity. While I was not aware of a transfer of own-
ership, I knew that in early 2017 the director of the 
Department of Tourism and Recreation had recom-
mended that Red Rock Canyon and 15 other state 
parks and a state-owned golf course be closed and 
that publication of tourism’s magazine, Oklahoma 
Today, be terminated.

The director’s reason for the recommendation was 
because the targeted properties were not generat-

ing sufficient revenue to pay for their own operating 
costs. Tourism officials said earlier this year that in 
FY 2017, Red Rock Canyon park revenues were about 
$140,000 and the annual costs to operate the park 
was just under $300,000.

When the priority of the governor is to “run the 
state of Oklahoma like a business” decisions like 
closing parks are based solely on the economics of 
revenue, cash flow and costs of operation. Decisions 
of a corporation are supposed to be made purely in 
the best interest of its stockholders. Making money 
is the sole purpose of a corporation.

One would hope that the future of a historical site 
or a recreational area would be based on more than 
the revenue that the site itself can generate. Perhaps 
the real culprit is the fact that between 2009 and 
2018, the legislature cut Tourism’s budget by 38%, 
forcing parks to finance their own operations and 
crippling the state’s ability to properly fund tourism – 
Oklahoma’s third largest industry.

Since the inquiry, my research has found that be-
ginning on Nov. 1, the city of Hinton and a private 
concessionaire will assume the responsibility of run-
ning the park, henceforth to be known as the “Red 
Rock Adventure Park.”

The move by the city of Hinton to operate the park 
rather than allow the state to close it was based 
largely on local economics with consideration given 
to its historical and cultural attributes. It is doubtful 
whether the city will be able to make it cash flow but 
closure as the state’s alternative was not acceptable.

Core function of government – or not? I would like 
to know your thoughts on this.
Chickasha’s David Perryman serves District 56 in 
the Oklahoma House and is House Democratic Floor 
Leader. He can be reached at David.Perryman@ok-
house.gov or 405.557.7401.
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Defining The Trump America
BY BOB D. ROUNSAVELL

Many Americans see and dislike the character 
flaws of President Donald Trump. Why does he ex-
hibit certain behavior patterns? Belittle ethnics who 
are not white, for example? Or women? Is he racist?

Some of you may have read in the February 2017 
issue of The Oklahoma Observer a fascinating ar-
ticle that offers a plausible explanation for the presi-
dent. Entitled “Trump’s Barnyard Bloviating,” it is 
written by Dr. Randolph M. Feezell, who grew up in 
northwestern Oklahoma and is a philosophy profes-
sor at Creighton University.

To Feezell, President Trump epitomizes the art of 
making false claims. He cites one of the more egre-
gious Trump ones: the birther proclamation that 
Barack Obama was born in Africa, hence not even an 
American.

Many more ridiculous claims he tweets out daily 

in the early hour of three ayem. It’s quite laughable, 
if it were not so sad or downright dangerous. When 
he insults other world leaders, world tensions esca-
late exponentially. The same in our country when-
ever he singles out Muslims or Mexicans; tensions 
rise, discrimination increases, and we begin to fear 
our government and one another.

The exchange of insults and threats previously 
between the Donald and North Korea’s Kim was nei-
ther funny nor necessary but truly terrorizing. The 
world had enough problems, especially the threat 
of global warming/climate change. Maria and Mi-
chael clobbered us all in Puerto Rico and all the way 
across the continent in Florida; Willa threatened our 
Carolinas.

There are serious concerns that Trump’s emo-
tional outbursts about events, groups of people and 
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individuals are producing blowback. The highly 
respected Southern Poverty Law Center, among 
others, cites a significant increase in hate-related 
behavior all across the country: at workplaces, in 
our homes, and our schools where our children are 
learning how to hate and to disrespect others. More 
important, cherished American values are diminish-
ing.

The rash of pipe bombs, like needles found in the 
daily 16 billion mail pieces, primarily targeted Dem-
ocrats. First President, Bill Clinton and his wife the 
former Secretary of State and the winner of the 2016 
presidential [popular] election, Hillary. Then skip to 
Washington for the equally popular First Lady Mi-
chelle and the peripatetic Barack Obama. Who else 
in the North? Brennan, Clapper, Holder. Across the 
land in California, Rep. Maxine Waters, another Don-
ald target. Finally, a bomb in the mailbox of former 
Vice-President Joe Biden in Delaware.

This Demo Pinatubo-like lava movement suggests 
to many experts that President Trump’s most recent 
rant in the Wisconsin and earlier rallies to retain a 
Republican U.S. Congress may have caused a freak 
out in an extreme display of partisanship. And dur-
ing our supposedly best manifestation of democratic 
experimentation – the 2018 creation of our national 
expression of We the People!

Feezell raises the essential question of his es-
say: “Did we elect a serial liar?” In other words, is 
Trump intentionally trying to deceive us? According 
to Feezell, liars are actually held accountable by the 
truth. Normally when inquiry prevails in a democrat-
ic society with a free press, fact checking will deter-
mine the reality. But with our president, the truth is 
of little importance unless it supports his objective. 
Basically, he is unconcerned with the truth.

Since the truth is unimportant to him, Trump is 
really a bullshitter, not a liar. In Feezell’s article 
“Trump’s Barnyard Bloviating,” bloviate is defined as 
going on and on and on, usually in a pompous way; 
a bloviator is someone who cannot express himself 
concisely. Example: politicians are bloviators to 
some degree. In fact it’s a pretty accurate descrip-
tion of President Trump.

Yale philosopher Harry G. Frankfurt wrote an 
essay “On Bullshit” in 2005. To him, the main dif-
ference between the bullshitter and the liar is the 
state of mind. He acknowledges that it’s natural to 
mistake the bullshitter for a liar, but their relation 
to the truth is very different: when lying a liar knows 
it, but a bullshitter really does not know the truth, 
nor even cares. To quote Frankfurt’s thesis: “It is 
just this lack of connection to a concern with truth 
– this indifference to how things are – that I regard 
as the essence of bullshit.”

This is the clear-cut conceptual distinction be-
tween lying and bullshitting. What then are the 

implications for the future under President Trump’s 
leadership? The issue that poses the gravest threat 
for our future is the lack of concern for the truth.

Here’s Feezell’s conclusion: “We thought we elect-
ed an entertaining liar.” No, the electoral outcome 
is even worse, and I concur. “If the bullshitter is a 
greater enemy of the truth than the liar, our distress 
should be greater. We elected a person who will be-
come the most powerful bullshitter in the world!”

President Trump can probably be best described 
as a wannabe autocrat – i.e., an absolute ruler with 
people-vested unlimited powers, creating an autoc-
racy for the next two years and possibly beyond. 
And because of his power today, we in our glorious 
diversity [Biden, Brennan, Clapper, Holder, Obama, 
Soros, Waters] have again shown our magnificent 
unity in our postal and public safety arms in grow-
ing towards a perfect democracy.

And in a few days in our exercising our sacred 
right and obligation to vote.
Oologah resident Bob D. Rounsavell is president 
of the Carrie Dickerson Foundation. His wife, Paz 
Maria Rounsavell, serves as his editor.

Bring American
Troops Home
From Africa
BY JEREMY KUZMAROV

James Inhofe, Oklahoma’s senior senator and 
the new chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, has been one of the biggest boosters 
of AFRICOM, a special military command in Africa, 
and called on President Donald Trump to “bring an 
America First Approach to Africa.”

Last month, the Sunday New York Times had a 
front-page article underscoring the pitfalls sur-
rounding this approach.

The story by Dionne Searcey detailed massacres 
by Cameroonian Special Forces loyal to dictator Paul 
Biya in the English-speaking regions of the country, 
which revolted after years of governmental neglect.

In late September, six young men were gunned 
down in their house during a party where they were 
smoking marijuana and a teenager was shot dead 
while watching television.

Cameroonian troops further burned down homes, 
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causing tens of thousands of people to flee.

According to Amnesty International, at least 400 
civilians have died and 90 percent of residents 
in some areas have fled. In the city of Buea, only 
10,000 remain in a city of 200,000.

The United States has been complicit in these 
atrocities as American Special Forces operating 
under AFRICOM along with Israeli subcontractors 
have trained the elite Cameroonian military forces 
accused of wide human rights violations, the Times 
reported.

Global Security Assistance Monitor, a Washington 
DC-based think-tank estimates that through AFRI-
COM, the United States has provided over $226 mil-
lion dollars in security assistance to Cameroon in 
the last decade, including over $35 million last year.

Paul Biya is among the longest serving leaders 
in Africa who first took office in 1982, succeed-
ing Amadou Ahidjo who rose to power after killing 
anticolonial freedom fighter Ruben Um Nyobé in the 
early 1960s.

He has just won another election marred by vio-
lence and irregularities. One man quoted in the 
Times article said he had been “voting for years and 
the results have never changed.”

American interests in Cameroon center on its 
resources, including oil and gas, high-value timber, 
coffee, cotton, and cocoa which the U.S. wants to 
keep away from China.

In 2015, American security assistance spiked 
to over $76 million with the setting up of a secret 
drone base in the remote town of Garoua to help 
carry out covert operations and wage war against the 
Nigerian terrorist group Boko Haram.

According to The Intercept, prisoners held at base 
known as Salak were subjected to water torture, 
beaten with electric cables and boards, or tied and 
suspended with ropes, among other abuses.

The dead allegedly had their corpses wrapped in 
plastic and were transported off-site.

It is not known if U.S. military personnel knew of 
the abuses but they operated out of the base along 
with private security contractors.

The stated purpose of AFRICOM is to support the 
War on Terror, however, studies have shown that 
terrorism has more than doubled since its establish-
ment, largely as a product of a blowback effect.

By helping to prop up dictators like Biya, the 
United States has become complicit in major human 
rights atrocities, which are not in our interest to 
support.

Jeremy Kuzmarov is a professor of history at Tul-
sa Community College who has written three books 
on U.S. foreign policy and traveled widely in Africa. 
His latest book is The Russians are Coming, Again: 
The First Cold War as Tragedy, the Second as Farce, 
with John Marciano [Monthly Review Press, 2018].

Hope And Change,
Circa 2018
BY SHARON MARTIN

I’m white,
healthy,
comfortable
with my middle-class trappings,
but today
 

your despair is my despair,
 

Child
taken at the border,
orphaned by deportation.
 

Refugees 
from violence and hunger,
willing to chance 
a thousand-mile journey, starting 
with nothing.
 

My friend’s transgender son,
a veteran
the president wants to erase.
 

Black folk
and poor folk
who can’t vote
because it’s not in some rich, white dude’s
best interest.
 

A country ruled
by a minority
who will do whatever it takes,
including cheat,
to keep power,
 

and I’m all out of hope.
 

Selfish of me,
because my feelings
can’t compare
with your despair,
and shouldn’t.
 

Hopelessness can fix nothing,
but our votes can.

Oilton resident Sharon Martin’s latest book, 
Not A Prodigal, is available through Barnes and 
Noble. Her recent children’s book, Froggy Bot-
tom Blues, can be purchased in hardcover or 
paperback from Doodle and Peck Publishing and 
in paperback from Amazon.



THE OKLAHOMA OBSERVER   • 23

puBlIC forum

InThe End, Justice Will Prevail Once More
BY DAN RATHER

I feel the anxiety, the 
uncertainty, the fear, and 
the determination ...

Have you ever stood at 
the boundary between 
surf and sand as the tide 
rolled in? Have you felt 
each succeeding wave lap 
up over your bare feet and 
then recede, tugging at 
the tiny rocks under foot? 
When you live as long as 
I have, through times of 
such change and flux, 
life can feel similar. What 
were once familiar norms 
and sources of sure foot-
ing crumble towards a 
new uncertainty.

Change is not, by defini-
tion, bad or good. I have 
seen plenty of both. I have 
seen civic mindedness 
and civility diminish but I have seen a much greater 
awareness and need for inclusion surge across 
this nation. We must continually remind ourselves 
that the president’s mantra of “make America great 
again” is really a sop to an age of far more injustice.

Watching the Kavanaugh allegations tumble forth, 
hearing the echoes of Clarence Thomas and even 
Bill Clinton, is to feel a great wave of change crest 
once more. It reminds me of the 1960s on civil 
rights, the 1970s on Vietnam, the recent decades on 
LGBT rights.

In all these times [and also in the present] there 
have been truly bad actors. And there can be no ex-
cuse for violence, abuse or other illegalities. These 
men and women must face the consequences in 
courts of law and public judgment. But most people, 
if we are honest with ourselves, live our lives in 
shades of gray.

We must realize that what was once acceptable is 
now unacceptable. Words of common usage become 
epithets. Actions that were hushed or excused be-
come rightful outrages. This is progress. And those 
whose lives span the epochs must adapt or ulti-
mately suffer the consequences of their own obso-
lescence.

I believe that what we are witnessing now is the 
beginning of just such a moment. For all the exalted 
poetry of our founding national documents, our 

early nation was strictly one of white, male, wealthy, 
Christian privilege.

Through immense pain and suffering, our prede-
cessors chipped away at that edifice of injustice to 
carve out a nation, still far from perfect, but a lot 
closer to the aspirational notion of “all men [and 
women] are created equal.”

I recognize that I have had to grow, along with my 
nation, in my empathy for others. I recognize that 
many of the norms of my childhood, along with 
some of my own thoughts, words, and actions, are 
shameful in reflection. And I recognize my own 
privilege, how many still suffer grievously, and how 
far we have to go.

But I will not stand by and let the forces of small 
mindedness, prejudice, or sanctimony tell me or, 
more importantly, those who have stood up with far 
greater courage, that our voices don’t matter.

I will not allow truth to be obscured, gaslit, or 
mocked.

This is not about politics ... or policy ... It’s about 
decency and the common bonds of humanity. And in 
the end, I believe that justice will prevail once more 
and trample out the vintage where the grapes of 
wrath are stored.

Veteran journalist Dan Rather is author most re-
cently of What Unites Us: Reflections On Patriotism.

Reader Supported News
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21st Century ‘Dough’ Boys And Girls

CoVer Story

BY ARNOLD HAMILTON

No matter the results of the Nov. 6 elections, 
this much is certain: Money is no longer the 
“mother’s milk” of politics – it’s the cancer.

A governor’s race in which candidate war 
chests exceeded $22 
million? For a job 
paying $147,000? In 
a state with about 
100 school districts 
financially able to op-
erate only four days a 
week?

Legislative races 
that now routinely 
cost six figures? For 
elective seats pro-
viding a recently cut 
base salary of about 
$35,000?

Republican incum-
bents so awash in 
campaign cash they 

doled out nearly $750,000 to help colleagues in tight 
re-election races or support like-minded candidates?

Behold government of, by and for the state’s deep-
est pockets.

As good government activists ponder their next 
steps to move Oklahoma toward a more fair, just and 
progressive state, it’s imperative the energy is fo-
cused on the money malignancy. Here’s why:

While it’s true that all votes count equally, it’s also 
true that not all voices are heard equally in the public 
square.

As teachers who descended last spring on the state 
Capitol discovered, many legislative doors were bolt-
ed shut – literally, not just metaphorically.

With Harold Hamm and other big cigars on speed 
dial, members of the Republican supermajority could 
afford to dig in their heels and refuse to reverse a 
decade of starvation budget cuts imposed on public 
education and vital state services.

What happened next? The working class revolted. 
Twelve GOP incumbent lawmakers jettisoned in pri-
maries and runoffs. More were in the general election 
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crosshairs. Every vote counts, right?
Yes, but there’s a sobering reality to the convention-

al political wisdom “money talks and bulls--- walks.”
To no one’s surprise, the donor class rallied around 

Stitt – Continental Resources’ Hamm, Devon Energy’s 
Larry Nichols and assorted other Pooh Bahs signing 
checks. 

Then, Stitt effectively matched them – “loaning” his 
campaign nearly half the $10.3 million he raised.

What if Stitt wins? He campaigned as a Donald 
Trump-esque outsider who’d shake things up if elect-
ed. The reality is, he’d be a creature of the carbon-
controlled swamp – the post-election checks would 
pour in to help him retire his “debt.”

A Capitol where every voice is heard equally? Yep, 
and pigs fly.

In addition, a dark money group – taking advantage 
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s odious Citizens United 
decision – spent $403,000 in support of Stitt. Protect-
ing America Now was originally tied to the corrupt 
former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt.

Who are they? What would they expect from Stitt?
Both Stitt and Democrat Drew Edmondson received 

help from party groups – $495,000 from the Republi-
can Governors Association to Stitt and $1.3 million 
from the DGA to Edmondson.

But what is most revealing is the small donors: In 
the final, pre-election report, Stitt showed only 178 
contributors of $50 or less, totaling just over $6,006. 
By contrast, Edmondson reported 2,840 such con-
tributors, generating $61,152.

More big donors than small donors provides a 
glimpse into a candidate’s public policy priorities.

The record-shattering gubernatorial war chests are 
by no means the only evidence of big money’s perni-
ciousness.

A recent Oklahoma Watch analysis found legisla-
tors gave $746,000 to other candidates in the last two 
years – 88% of the transfers from Republican to Re-
publican.

Candidates often raise money they don’t end up 
needing – sometimes because they were re-elected 
without opposition or only drew a token challenge 
that didn’t require them to spend much money on a 
campaign.

It’s just as plausible, though, that this is a way to 
sidestep campaign contribution limits. A contribu-
tor could, for example, give an incumbent in a safe 
seat the maximum $2,700 contribution on the “wink-
wink” promise it would then be given to a candidate 
who needed the financial help, but already received 
the legal limit from the contributor.

“I think we really need to make sure there is trans-
parency and there is not a scheme to somehow exceed 
the legal limit,” former Sen. Charlie Laster, vice-chair 
of the Oklahoma Ethics Commission, told Oklahoma 
Watch. “I still don’t know how we can go about con-
trolling that, but that is a big concern of mine.”

It should be of the taxpayers, as well. This is just 
another way for deep-pocketed special interests to 

influence lawmakers, further tilting the scales away 
from simple calling of balls and strikes when it comes 
to public policy.



•   NOVEMBER 201826

What Hate Wrought 55 Years Ago
BY DON WILKEY JR.

There is a relevant story about the Viet Cong 
practice of preparing for an approaching en-
emy. The trails where opposing troops would 
travel were laced with venomous snakes tied 

neck high in the branches along the path. Just be-
fore American troops would arrive the VC would stir 
up the snakes with sticks enraging the serpents to 
strike at any movement.

A similar scenario would be played out in Dallas 
1963, when President John F. Kennedy came to town 
for would be the most momentous one day event of 
the 20th Century.

Many dynamics were in place regarding the event. 
The scene is set by two earlier events:

One was the story about Lady Bird Johnson being 
set upon by the famous mink coat ladies from Dal-
las. LBJ was scheduled to campaign for the ticket 
just before the election. As fate would have it, a right 
wing rally was taking place next to the scheduled 
rally. Several women raced out to confront Johnson 
accusing him of being a traitor and socialist. Cam-
eras caught and later published the scene of angry 

debutantes from Dallas cursing and spitting on the 
senator’s wife.

Some historians claim this scene caused many 
swing voters to change their views and support the 
Democratic ticket.

The other event was Adlai Stevenson’s scheduled 
speech regarding the UN. Hecklers stormed the arena 
and threatened the meeting. Stevenson canceled his 
appearance and left the stage to be whisked off by 
security forces.

Angry men and women set upon him and tried to 
hit him with signs as they jeered at the enemy of what 
Dallas was supposed to really stand for. A photo of a 
prosperous white woman taking a swing at Adlai with 
her sign caught national attention. When confronted 
with the evidence, the woman stated she did not do 
it but, in truth, black people around her forced the 
sign to driven into Stevenson. Other photos revealed 
no black people were present, which proved to give a 
great deal of understanding of the dynamics of what 
was taking place in Dallas. Stevenson warned JFK 
not to come to Dallas.
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There were four men who helped create this atmo-
sphere in Dallas.

One was W.A. Criswell, pastor of First Baptist Dal-
las, the largest Southern Baptist Convention church 
at the time. Criswell publicly stated Kennedy should 
not be president because he was a Catholic, and that 
meant the Vatican would run the nation. Donald 
Trump’s pastor, Norman Vincent Peale, said the same 
thing.

The fact that the Constitution stated there would 
be no religious test for government service seemed to 
have been lost in the position.

Criswell had an anti-Kennedy sermon that was 
mailed out to churches in Texas. This created such 
an uproar that the famous live interview with area 
pastors and Kennedy was set up in Houston to deal 
with these accusations. Criswell was not present; he 
was visiting with Nixon backers at the time.

The Criswell/LBJ conflict had played out a decade 
before. Members of First Dallas set up a radio pro-
gram that made Rush Limbaugh seem like Dan Rath-
er. The programming was decidedly in favor of segre-
gation, supported Joe McCarthy, and once hosted a 
show stating that Hitler was a liberal. The program 
was supposedly church funded.

Johnson was tired of the attacks and in 1954 at-
tached an amendment to a bill that declared that if a 
church became political, it should pay taxes just like 
political action committees. Our current president 
claims he struck this down.

Historians like Chandler Davidson note that this 
pastor helped turn the solidly Democratic state of 
Texas to the GOP. Criswell’s friend, J. Frank Norris, 
pastor of First Baptist in Fort Worth, was once pre-
sented with a wristwatch for his efforts to deliver the 
state to the GOP ticket. Criswell later turned against 
fellow Southern Baptist Jimmy Carter to back Gerald 
Ford.

When the current pastor at First Baptist gives his 
glowing endorsement to Donald Trump, he is on 
friendly ground with the church which once wel-
comed George Bush Sr. into the morning worship 
service by playing hail to the chief.

Recently the two largest Southern Baptist church-
es in Dallas refused to continue funding the mission 
agencies of the Baptist Convention because an ethics 
leader had criticized the sexual escapades of Presi-
dent Trump.

The ideology that connected Criswell with the oth-
er leaders of the anti-Kennedy coalition was racism. 
W.A. would speak at national segregations meetings, 
lamenting you cannot now call an insect a ciggar, you 
have to call it a cegro. The sermon Criswell preached 
the Sunday before Kennedy arrived in town praised a 
Confederate general and stated this general held to 
views like the folks at First Baptist.

Bruce Alger was the lone Republican Congressman 
from the state. He was a welcome figure in Dallas, 
which was to help lay the foundation of the religious 
right. Nixon cursed Alger, blaming him for the cam-

paign loss to Kennedy. Alger claimed Kennedy was a 
socialist and integration was a communist plot. Dal-
las was the last segregated city in the South, and Al-
ger wanted to keep it that way.

Oklahoma’s own Billy Hargis, who Observer Found-
ing Editor Frosty Troy blew the whistle on, had 
teamed up with Dallas political leaders, holding ral-
lies across the South claiming integration was a com-
munist ploy.

This sentiment was so strong that even a young 
woman who was a Southern Baptist Sunday school 
teacher was gunned down by the FBI when she sought 
to blow up a home where a popular leader of the civil 
rights movement lived.

Another key player in the hysteria surrounding 
Kennedy was the editor and owner of the Dallas 
Morning News, Ted Dealey. Dealey had embarrassed 
himself in a meeting of journalists invited to sit down 
with President Kennedy. His harsh accusations and 
demeanor in front of the dinner meeting caused even 
conservative journalists in Texas to denounce his ac-
tions. Dealey was a loyal supporter of the Old South 
Confederacy.

JFK was disgusted at the volatile things Dealey 
printed in his paper as Kennedy was arriving in town. 
The owner of the Dallas Morning News did all he 
could to assault the Kennedy Presidency.

The final powerful member of the group was H.L. 
Hunt. Hunt was a known womanizer, gambler and 
rightwing activist who also was active in Criswell’s 
church. Hunt joined Criswell’s church noting there 
was not a liberal bone in W.A.’s body.

Hunt’s programs warned the public that Democrats 
were going to take away our guns. He also called JFK 
a socialist. Hunt was a white nationalist who lament-
ed the fact that a black person had the same vote as 
he did. Hunt left town after the assassination, seek-
ing to avoid the heat from the fallout.

Jack Ruby had some of Hunt’s literature in his back 
pocket when he shot Oswald. His pastor blamed com-
munism for the death of the president; he did not 
comment on how the fact that the first person the 
FBI sought to interview after the shooting was Hunt.

Author Bill Minutaglio, in his book Dallas 1963, 
sums up the situation and events in the Texas city.

“That a handful of men in Dallas have stolen the 
microphone, they have screamed louder, spent more 
money to be heard – they have bullied from the altar, 
the airwaves, the editorial pages of the newspaper. 
And they have done the very thing that they always 
swore they would never do: They have warped the 
very image of the city. And they have, without really 
understanding it, turned their city into an object of 
suspicion and derision.”

The author noted on the day of the assassination 
the police station in Dallas was clogged with weeping 
women, bewailing the fact that they know it was their 
husbands who killed the president.
Don Wilkey Jr. is a retired Baptist minister living in 
Belleville, TX.
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Trump And The End Of Anti-Trust
BY ROBERT REICH

The Trump Justice Department has approved 
a $69 billion merger between CVS, the na-
tion’s largest drugstore chain, and insurance 
giant Aetna. It’s the largest health insurance 

deal in history.
Executives say the combination will make their 

companies more efficient, allowing them to gain 
economies of scale and squeeze waste out of the sys-
tem.

Rubbish. This is what big companies always say 
when they merge.

The real purpose is to give Aetna and CVS more bar-
gaining power over their consumers and employees, 
as well as pharmaceutical companies and healthcare 
providers [which have also been consolidating].

The result: Higher prices. Americans already spend 
far more on healthcare and medications per person 
than do citizens in any other developed country – and 
our health is among the worst.

America used to have antitrust laws that perma-
nently stopped corporations from monopolizing mar-

kets, and often broke up the biggest culprits.
But now, especially with Trump as president and 

lobbyists and CEOs running much of the govern-
ment, giant corporations like Aetna and CVS are bus-
ily weakening antitrust enforcement and taking over 
the economy.

They’re also keeping down wages. Workers with 
less choice of whom to work for have a harder time 
getting a raise. So when local labor markets are domi-
nated by one major drug chain like CVS or one big 
box retailer like Walmart, these firms essentially set 
wage rates for the area.

These massive corporations also have a lot of politi-
cal clout – another reason they’re consolidating.

We see the same pattern across the economy. Wall 
Street’s five largest banks now account for 44% of 
America’s banking assets – up from about 10% 30  
years ago. That means higher interest rates on loans, 
higher late fees, and a greater risk of another “too-
big-to-fail” bailout.

But politicians don’t dare bust them up because 
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Wall Street pays part of their campaign expenses.
Oh, and why does the United States have the high-

est broadband prices among advanced nations and 
the slowest speeds?

Because more than 80% of Americans have no 
choice but to rely on their local cable company for 
high capacity wired data connections to the Internet 
– usually Comcast, AT&T, or Verizon. And these cor-
porations are among the most politically powerful in 
America.

[In a rare exception to Trump’s corporate sycophan-
cy, the Justice Department is appealing a district 
court’s approval of AT&T’s merger with Time Warner.]

Have you wondered why your airline ticket prices 
have remained so high even though the cost of jet 
fuel has plummeted?

Because U.S. airlines have consolidated into a hand-
ful of giant carriers that divide up routes and collude 
on fares. As recently as 2005 the U.S. had nine major 
airlines. Now we have just four. And all are politically 
well-connected.

Why does food cost so much? Because the four 
largest food companies control 82% of beef packing, 
85% of soybean processing, 63% of pork packing, and 
53% of chicken processing.

Monsanto alone owns the key genetic traits to more 
than 90% of the soybeans planted by farmers in the 
United States, and 80% of the corn. Big Agribusiness 
wants to keep it this way.

Google’s search engine is so dominant “google” has 
become a verb. A few years ago the staff of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission recommended suing Google 
for “conduct [that] has resulted – and will result – in 
real harm to consumers and to innovation.”

But the commissioners decided against the lawsuit, 
perhaps because Google is also the biggest lobbyist 
in Washington.

The list goes on, industry after industry, across the 
economy. Antitrust has been ambushed by the giant 
companies it was designed to contain.

Under Trump and the Republicans, Congress has 
further squeezed the budgets of the antitrust division 
of the Justice Department and the Bureau of Compe-
tition of the Federal Trade Commission. Politically-
powerful interests have squelched major investiga-
tions and lawsuits. Right-wing judges have stopped 
or shrunk the few cases that get through.

Trump and his Republican enablers rhapsodize 
about the “free market,” yet have no qualms about 
allowing big corporations to rig it to boost profits at 
the expense of average people.

As the late Robert Pitofsky, former chairman of the 
Federal Trade Commission, once noted, “antitrust is 
a deregulatory philosophy. If you’re going to let the 
free market work, you’d better protect the free mar-
ket.”

We’re now in a new Gilded Age of wealth and power 
similar to the first Gilded Age of the late nineteenth 
century when the nation’s antitrust laws were en-
acted. But unlike then, today’s biggest corporations 
have enough political clout to neuter antitrust.

Unless government un-rigs the market through 
bold antitrust action to restore competition, the hid-
den upward distributions from consumers and work-
ers to corporate chieftains and major investors will 
grow even larger.

If Democrats ever get back in power, one of the first 
things they need to do is revive antitrust. 
Robert B. Reich is Chancellor’s Professor of Public 
Policy at the University of California at Berkeley 
and Senior Fellow at the Blum Center for Developing 
Economies. He has written 14 books, including the 
best sellers Aftershock, The Work of Nations, Beyond 
Outrage, and, his most recent, Saving Capitalism.
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The fact is, the more special interest money that 
pours into the system, the less likely individual con-
stituents can even secure a face-to-face appointment 
with their legislators, much less influence their deci-
sions.

Human nature suggests it’s difficult for lawmakers 
to vote against lobbyists who steer campaign contri-
butions, provide Thunder tickets and meals, and pro-
vide birthday or baby gifts.

So what can rank-and-file Oklahomans do ... be-
sides vote out the lawmakers who routinely put spe-
cial interests ahead of constituents?

Urge their elected representatives to impose stricter 
limits on campaign contributions and on wining-and-
dining. There are First Amendment issues that would 
have to be finessed, but the current system stinks – 
as evidenced by the massive amounts of money spent 

on this year’s gubernatorial race and the transfers be-
tween candidates.

Is it perception or reality? It probably depends on 
the officeholder or candidate. 

Additionally, good government activists need to 
band together to fight for an end to the dark money 
scourge that undermines representative democracy. 

It’s bad enough when the 1% deploys their deep 
pockets as a political sledgehammer. It’s even worse 
when no one knows for sure who’s funding the good-
government-sounding groups.

These are perilous times for our democratic repub-
lic. A smaller state like Oklahoma is especially sus-
ceptible to becoming a full-fledged plutocracy – a gov-
ernment of, by and for the rich.

The 2018 campaign is over, but the work of creating 
a fairer, more just Oklahoma is just beginning. 
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How Banks Slid Into
The Payday Lending Business

BY PAT GAROFALO

Meet the new payday loan. It looks a lot like 
the old payday loan.

Under the Obama Administration, the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau at-

tempted to rein in abusive payday lending, by, among 
other measures, forcing lenders to ensure borrowers 
had the means to pay back their loans. The Trump 
Administration, under interim CFPB Director Mick 
Mulvaney, is looking to roll back those rules and give 
payday lenders, who as an industry donated signifi-
cant amounts of money to Mulvaney when he was a 

congressman, more room to operate.
A high-profile rule proffered by the CFPB to govern 

payday loans is under review, and Mulvaney’s CFPB 
has also dropped cases the bureau had previously 
pursued against payday lenders.

Payday lenders have taken notice, and are already 
adapting their business to evade regulation. Mean-
while, small-dollar, high-interest lending has migrat-
ed to other parts of the financial industry, including 
traditional banks.

Banks aren’t actually calling their loans “payday 
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loans” – preferring names like “Simple Loan” – but 
the problems, including high costs and the potential 
for creating a debilitating cycle of debt, are largely 
the same.

Payday loans are short-term loans, so named be-
cause they are meant to be paid back when the bor-
rower earns her next paycheck. The interest rates on 
these loans are high, running up to 400% or more. 
[For comparison’s sake, a borrower will pay about 
5% interest on a prime mortgage today, and between 
15% and 20% on a credit card.] Payday lenders tend 
to cluster in areas where residents are dispropor-
tionately low-income or people of color, preying on 
economic insecurity and those for whom traditional 
lending and banking services are unavailable or in-
sufficient.

It’s not only those high interest rates that make the 
loans lucrative for lenders and damaging for borrow-
ers. Much of the income payday lenders derive comes 
from repeat business from a small population of bor-
rowers who take out loan after loan after loan, engag-
ing in so-called “churn.”

According to the CFPB, more than 75% of loan fees 
come from borrowers who use 10 or more loans per 
year. These borrowers wrack up big fees that out-
weigh the economic benefit provided by the loans and 
become stuck in a cycle of debt.

This is serious money we’re talking about: Prior to 
the Obama Administration’s attempt to more strongly 
regulate the industry, payday lenders made some $9.2 
billion annually. That total is down to about $5 billion 
today, even before the Obama team’s rules have fully 
gone into effect.

Meanwhile, many states have also taken positive 
steps in recent years to regulate payday lending. [The 
loans are also outright banned in some states.]

However, that doesn’t mean payday lending is going 
out of style.

For starters, old payday lenders have revamped 
their products, offering loans that are paid in install-
ments – unlike old payday loans that are paid back 
all at once – but that still carry high interest rates. 
Revenue from that sort of lending increased by more 
than $2 billion between 2012 and 2016. The CFPB’s 
rules don’t cover installment-based loans.

“They claim that these loans are different, are saf-
er, are more affordable, but the reality is they carry 
all the same markers of predatory loans,” said Diane 
Standaert, director of state policy at the Center for 
Responsible Lending.

These markers include their high cost, the ability 
of lenders to access borrowers’ bank accounts, and 
that they are structured to keep borrowers in a cycle 
of debt.

“We see all of those similar characteristics that 
have plagued payday loans,” Standaert said.

Meanwhile, big banks are beginning to experiment 
with small-dollar, short-term loans. US Bank is the 
first to roll out a payday loan-like product for its cus-
tomers, lending them up to $1,000 short-term, with 

interest rates that climb to 70% and higher. [Think 
$12 to $15 in charges per $100 borrowed.]

Previously, American’s big financial institutions 
were very much discouraged from getting into small-
dollar, high-interest lending. When several major 
American banks, including Wells Fargo and Fifth 
Third, rolled out short-term lending products prior to 
2013, they were stopped by the Office of the Comptrol-
ler of the Currency, which regulates national banks.

“[These] products share a number of character-
istics with traditional payday loans, including high 
fees, short repayment periods, and inadequate atten-
tion to the ability to repay. As such, these products 
can trap customers in a cycle of high-cost debt that 
they are unable to repay,” said the OCC at the time.

In October 2017, however, the OCC – now under the 
auspices of the Trump Administration – reversed that 
ruling. In May 2018, it then actively encouraged na-
tional banks to get into the short-term lending busi-
ness, arguing that it made more sense for banks to 
compete with other small-dollar lenders.

“I personally believe that banks can provide that in 
a safer, sound, more economically efficient manner,” 
said the head of the OCC.

However, in a letter to many of Washington’s fi-
nancial regulators, a coalition of consumer and civil 
rights groups warned against this change, arguing 
that “Bank payday loans are high-cost debt traps, 
just like payday loans from non-banks.” Though the 
terms of these loans are certainly better than those at 
a traditional payday lender, that doesn’t make them 
safe and fair alternatives.

Per a recent poll, more than half of millennials have 
considered using a payday loan, while 13% have actu-
ally used one. That number makes sense in a world 
in which fees at traditional banks are rising and 
more and more workers are being pushed into the 
so-called “gig economy” or other alternative labor ar-
rangements that don’t pay on a bi-weekly schedule. 
A quick infusion of cash to pay a bill or deal with an 
unexpected expense can be appealing, even with all 
the downsides payday loans bring.

Payday lenders seem well aware of the state of regu-
latory flux in which they find themselves; they made 
more than $2 million in political donations ahead of 
the 2018 midterm elections, the most they’ve made 
in a non-presidential year, according to the Center for 
Responsive Politics.

That’s real money, but it’s nowhere near as much as 
borrowers stand to lose if payday lending continues 
to occur in the same old way. In fact, a 2016 study 
found that consumers in states without payday lend-
ing save $2.2 billion in fees annually. That’s 2.2 bil-
lion reasons to ensure that small-dollar lenders, big 
and small, aren’t able to go back to business as usual. 
Pat Garofalo is a writer and editor in Washington, 
DC, who covers politics and policy. He’s currently 
managing editor for Talk Poverty at the Center for 
American Progress.

© Truthout
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Jim Hightower

A Bawdyhouse Of
Bad Right-Wing Ideas

Ideally, elections are about ideas.
In our dark times of money-soaked, bitterly nega-

tive campaigns, however, policy discussions are 
being shoved aside by raw partisanship and vitriol. 
This not only means that good ideas are ignored, 
but also that downright bad ideas can become public 
policy without the public knowing it.

For example, one idea floating around would snuff 
out your constitutional right to free speech and 
assembly by putting an exorbitant fee on public 
protests in our nation’s Capital City. In other words, 
you’d still be “free” to rally for or against any issue 
or policy – but not for free!

Believe it or not, this is an actual proposal by the 
Trump Team. Apparently, they’re offended by all the 
mass demonstrations against their policies on wom-
en, immigrant children, climate change, union bust-
ing, voter suppression, Putin, the Supreme Court, 
etc. So they want to make each protesting group pay 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to the government 
for policing and other costs associated with guaran-
teeing the right of Americans to rally together and 
speak out about public policies.

Corporations and billionaires would have no 
problem paying, but regular people and grassroots 
groups would be priced off the public lawn. Such 
historic protests as Martin Luther King Jr.’s 1963 
march and his “I Have a Dream” speech couldn’t 
have happened under Trump’s pay-me plan.

I’m guessing that some 90% of Americans – Repub-
lican, Democrats and otherwise – would shout “NO!” 
to this repression of a fundamental civic right. But 
I’d also bet that not a single congressional candidate 
has even mentioned it to voters in this year’s elec-
tions. Worse, it’s likely that most lawmakers are not 
even aware of it.

Yet, in perverse Orwellian language, the Trump-
sters pushing the plan say that it’s “designed to 
provide greater clarity about how and where demon-
strations can occur in a manner that protects his-
torically important land.”

I was born at night, but it wasn’t last night! This 
proposal is designed to protect nothing but the bad 

policies of the power elites from objections by riff-
raff like you and me.

And if you’re wondering where Congress’ next 
truly bad idea will come from, keep tabs on a secre-
tive far-right-wing group called ALEC.

The American Legislative Exchange Council runs a 
legislative brothel with an exclusive corporate clien-
tele. The Koch Brothers, AT&T, ExxonMobil, Pfizer, 
UPS and other giants pay ALEC to arrange private 
rendezvous between them and Republican state law-
makers who are ... well, on the make.

In exchange for promising to sponsor special-
interest bills for the corporate johns, ALEC’s 
bawdyhouse of state legislators gains corporate 
sugar daddies to fund their future campaigns. It’s a 
hanky-panky quid pro quo that’s tawdry, and it has 
produced litter after litter of bad laws that enrich the 
rich, impoverish the workaday majority and destroy 
America’s democratic vitality.

Now comes ALEC pushing a very bad proposition 
that is an absolute corporate wet dream, for it would 
remove the people’s power to elect our United States 
senators, letting state legislators choose them in-
stead. We don’t know which corporate powers are 
embracing this regressive, anti-democratic idea, 
because ALEC promises favor-seeking corporations 
that it will hide their identities.

This maneuver to take power from the people 
and turn it over to for-hire legislators would return 
America to the days of outright auctioning off senate 
seats. Until the people passed the 17th Amendment 
in 1913, senators were named in backroom deals 
between corporate bribers and crooked lawmakers. 
ALEC’s draft proposal is bluntly succinct: “The 17th 
article of amendment ... is hereby repealed.” Back to 
the future!

This idea of ripping off the people’s democratic 
power is being touted by such intellectual giants as 
Rick “Oops” Perry, the corrupt former governor of 
Texas who’s now turning tricks for energy conglom-
erates as Trump’s energy secretary.

Perry wails that the 1913 law letting the public 
elect senators “took the states out of the process.” 
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So now Rick and other corporate supremacists want 
to take the people out of the electoral process so the 
state can control it – the corporate state, that is.

To repeal this repeal effort by plutocratic extrem-
ists, connect with Common Cause: CommonCause.
org.

GOP’s Crude
Trickle-Down 
Hoax

Listen ... Can you hear it? Listen to the eerie 
“sound of silence” from the Trumpeteers and con-
gressional Republicans who so loudly cheered them-
selves just a year ago for bestowing a trillion-dollar 
tax giveaway on corporate elites.

They told us they did it not for the rich, but to 
help middle-class and poor families. How would en-
riching the already rich benefit the rest of us?

“Trickle-down Economics 101,” said Trump & 
Company, explaining that giving more money to 
elites would spark “an immediate jump in wage 
growth” because CEOs would use their bonanza to 
reward workers for their productivity. The White 
House even got specific, declaring that average pay 
would jump as much as $9,000 per person.

But here we are in the thick of the 2018 congres-
sional elections, and – shhhhh – silence. Not a 
single lawmaker who voted for this grand ideologi-
cal promise is mentioning it, much less running ads 
touting their role in hammering the plan into law. 
Why so shy?

Because their trickle-down giveaway to the super-
rich was a crude hoax from the start. CEOs spent 
the trillion-dollar boondoggle the GOP doled out 
to them on raising their own exorbitant pay. Once 
again, moneyed elites got the gold mine, working 
families got the shaft.

As Bloomberg News reports, far from enjoying 
their promised $9,000 income boost, the workaday 
majority of Americans now find that their hourly 
earnings are lower than they were a year ago.

But who cares? Being a Trumpeteer Republican 
means never admitting your lies and never apologiz-
ing.

Steve Mnuchin, a former Wall Street banker who’s 
now the secretary of the treasury, is a perfect exam-
ple of a blase, ethically challenged Trump huckster. 
He recently shrugged off the failure of the bloated 
tax cut that he promoted to raise working people’s 
income: “Wages are going up on some people,” he 
declared disingenuously.

Yeah, wages are going up – for multimillionaires 

like him. Yet he wonders why most Americans de-
spise him and his ilk.

Someone needs to buy a Grassroots USA tour 
package for the members of Trump’s Council of 
Economic Advisers so they can at least visit the real 
world for once in their lives.

The three professors on the council are ivory-
tower ideologues whose sole professional expertise 
seems to be twisting reality to fit their boss’ right-
wing fantasia.

In July, for example, the trio issued a fairy tale dis-
guised as an official government report on poverty, 
essentially asserting that our U-S of A no longer has 
a poverty problem. “Poof,” declared these learned 
ones from on high – the need for food stamps, 
Medicaid, public housing and other assistance has 
virtually disappeared in our land. Jobs abound, they 
lectured, the economy is pumping out great gobs of 
new wealth, and happy bluebirds are spreading joy 
everywhere.

You can imagine the comfort that this report 
by aloof academics has brought to the 45 million 
Americans now living below the poverty line. That 
line means they’re trying to make ends meet on only 
$25,000 a year – not per person, but for a family of 
four. Let’s see any of Trump’s advisers try to live on 
that before smugly claiming that poverty is “largely 
over.”

What’s at work here is the political manipulation 
of statistics to support Trump’s ideological delu-
sion that poor people are losers who are addicted to 
safety net programs. As a narcissistic son of privi-
lege, he is out to cut those programs and to impose 
strict work requirements on families seeking public 
assistance. Never mind that most recipients of aid 
already work, subjected to the hardships of poverty 
by the low wages of their jobs.

But that’s the real world, and it doesn’t mesh with 
Trump & Company’s cruel self-deception that ba-
sic humane benefits make poverty “too pleasant.” 
They’re imposing a Dickensian governing ethic that 
is fundamentally obscene ... and un-American. – Jim 
Hightower 
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No One Is Perfect
BY SUSAN ESTRICH

As someone who has been trying to get a woman 
on the ticket since 1984, I’m glad that the Demo-
cratic Party has so many women stars, starting with 
Hillary Clinton and Sen. Elizabeth Warren. But in 
watching them both in action last week, I was pretty 
terrified, not for myself but for the Democratic Party.

The two most visible women in the party know 
their stuff. Ask them anything about health care or 
consumer protection or the environment and you’ll 
hear more details than you wanted. But neither of 
them seems able to just admit a mistake and move 
on.

Clinton came first. Post-Brett Kavanaugh, she had 
to know that she would be asked about her husband 
and the White House intern.

There is an easy answer and a ridiculous answer. 
The easy answer is that while it was not unlaw-
ful, it was entirely inappropriate. And if someone 
wants more, she’s not the only woman who has gone 

through this, and each of us has to deal with the 
pain in our own way.

Here’s the ridiculous answer: It wasn’t an abuse 
of power, because Monica Lewinsky was an adult. 
I spent years – literally – defending Bill Clinton on 
television. And I never once denied that it was an 
inappropriate relationship because it was. I don’t 
know that anyone is going to say no to a president, 
which is why he of all people should not ask.

Hillary Clinton could have said that. She could 
have admitted that she suffered greatly, and every 
woman with a cheating husband would have under-
stood. But she, unlike her husband, has a difficult 
time admitting mistakes or acknowledging vulner-
ability, so she made headlines for a defense that not 
only put the affair in the headlines but also remind-
ed people about what they liked least about her.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren [aka Pocahontas] is a bril-
liant woman and an effective senator. But she is not 
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Native American. This is not her strong suit. She 
fell for President Trump’s challenge and is being 
skewered for it, not only by the president but also by 
Native American leaders. She didn’t need to put “Na-
tive American” to get hired by Harvard Law School, 
and she shouldn’t have. It looks a lot like playing 
for affirmative action, not to mention cultural appro-
priation.

She should have dropped it a long time ago. It 
wouldn’t have been so hard. She needed to explain, 
apologize and move on. As for the explanation: 
When she was a kid, her mother told her that she 
should be proud of her Native American heritage, 
and she was. But it was obviously a mistake for her 
to claim that she was Native American when Harvard 
hired her. And then she apologizes, especially to 
Native Americans who have been subject to the sort 
of discrimination that she never faced, and then she 
moves on.

Making news because a DNA test finds a tiny 
percentage of Native American blood plays to her 
biggest weakness. Far from resolving things, she 
only succeeded in making headline news and leav-

ing Cherokee leaders to explain that actually, she is 
not Native American.

Why can’t she admit that? She made a mistake.
Why in the world would Elizabeth Warren want 

to keep the issue of her Native American heritage 
alive?

And why is Hillary Clinton out there feeling the 
need to defend her husband’s relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky?

In politics, it is almost impossible to convince 
people who don’t “like” you to nonetheless vote for 
you. And liking a candidate has less to do with ide-
ology than character.

Can a Massachusetts liberal geek win the Demo-
cratic nomination? Yes. Michael Dukakis did it, and 
so did John Kerry. Winning the general election is 
much more difficult, especially if you’re going to 
lose every “who would you like to have a beer with” 
question.

Sen. Warren, like former Sen. Clinton, strives for 
perfection, which is just not necessary. And not very 
attractive. 

© Creators.com

Stop Obsessing Over Trump Insults!
BY FROMA HARROP

It’s getting harder by the day to tune in to MS-
NBC. My chief complaint isn’t the leftish slant. It’s 
the news channel’s obsession with the latest idi-
ocy to emerge from the Trumpian yap. Anyone who 
wants to express dismay that Trump called a woman 
“Horseface” is certainly entitled to, but not on my 
time’s dime.

There’s little shock or news value here. Donald 
Trump’s rap sheet of insults toward women is long. 
Watching the respectable media endlessly debate 
every attention-seeking gibe as if it were momentous 
news is depressing.

Of greater concern is their focus on the insignifi-
cant, letting it crowd out coverage of the adminis-
tration’s toxic policies. The big story is exploding 
deficits. Pumping out trillion-dollar deficits in the 
middle of a strong economy is fiscal insanity.

The reckless tax cuts are the main driver. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is already weapon-
izing the deficit to force cuts in Medicare and Social 
Security.

Republican talk of new middle-class tax cuts is 
pre-election baloney. No details – not on the cuts 
themselves, not on paying for them [ha-ha-ha]. 
Anyhow, more tax cuts would blow the deficit still 
higher, sharpening the dagger pointed at cherished 
middle-class programs.

Of course, Trump would rather we fixate on 
“Horseface” or his other anti-social mutterings. 
That’s how he distracts us from policies that hurt 

ordinary Americans.
Recall Trump’s recent visit to Montana, where he 

praised Rep. Greg Gianforte, best known for physi-
cally assaulting a reporter. “Any guy that can do 
a body slam, he’s my guy,” Trump bellowed as his 
crowd cheered lustily.

In my book, a guy who loses it after being asked 
a question on health care is weak on anger man-
agement. That said, Gianforte did apologize for the 
incident, and the reporter is fine.

In making the story all about Trump, the news 
channels missed an opportunity to cover Gianforte’s 
highly unpopular positions on a burning issue in 
the rural West: the people’s right to enjoy their gor-
geous wilderness.

A multimillionaire from New Jersey, Gianforte 
joined other wealthy out-of-staters in buying vast 
tracts in Montana and then trying to keep locals 
– used to more neighborly landowners – off their 
properties. Gianforte sued the state to remove a pub-
lic easement that gave hunters, anglers and hikers 
access to the East Gallatin River via his property. He 
accused Montana of using “extortion” to keep the 
path open.

More ominously, Gianforte has introduced two 
bills in Congress that would strip protections from 
800,000 acres of federally owned land in Montana. It 
includes some of the state’s most beloved and iconic 
landscapes, among them the Centennial Mountains 
and the Terry Badlands. Much of the land was rec-
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ommended for wilderness designation by pre-Trump 
Interior Departments.

The bills would open it to industrial uses, such as 
logging, mining and oil and gas development. Guess 
whose friends could profit handsomely.

Gianforte’s “public meeting” on the matter was 
actually an invitation-only meeting. Less than 24 
hours before, he played the trick of saying anyone 
could come. Those opposed, if they learned of the 
change, had little time to get themselves there. Mon-
tana is a big place.

So too bad that the recent coverage centered on 
Gianforte’s long-ago outburst. And that was only 
because Trump gave it a thumbs-up.

In truth, Trump rallies have become boring re-
runs. Even Fox News is cutting back on covering 
them. “It’s hard to call something breaking news if 
it happens with metronomic regularity,” a Fox News 
source reportedly told BuzzFeed.

Trump undoubtedly plans new verbal eruptions to 
push us off the trail of things that matter. Condemn-
ing them is easy. Ignoring them would be a gift to 
the civic culture.

© Creators.com
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What It Means
To Live In
Polarized Times
BY LEE H. HAMILTON

We live in a divided country. And I don’t just mean 
politically.

Our economy is creating winners and losers, with 
no clear way up the ladder for millions of Ameri-
cans. The last few decades have produced great 
inequality of wealth and with it, unequal access to 
the levers of power. We’re split along regional lines. 
We’re divided along rural and urban lines. We in-
creasingly struggle with differences of race, religion, 
and class.

We’re also divided politically and ideologically. 
Abortion, gun rights, same-sex marriage, 
the use and abuse of police power, curbs 
on corporate power, environmental pro-
tection: these issues elicit strong feel-
ings and cut deeply through the elector-
ate.

They’re also reflected in the overt parti-
san divisions that show up in elections, 
and thus in legislatures and Congress. 
The parties in many ways play a more 
important role in how people vote and 
how they think about political issues 
than we usually imagine. Although there 
are plenty of Americans who disdain 
party allegiance, many of us lean toward 
one party or the other – and whether we 
acknowledge it or not, more often than 
not follow its lead and vote for its candi-
dates.

These divides are permeating our poli-
tics in ways that, a generation ago, would 
have been unthinkable. It’s not just that 
public debate has become coarser, less 
civil, and more mean-spirited. It’s that 
partisanship is being woven into places 
we once believed were safe from it, such 
as the courts – witness the debate over 
the nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to 
the Supreme Court.

So what do we do about this? The an-
swer, actually, is not complicated.

We have to boost public understanding 
about how to participate in the process. 
We have to be more mindful about the 
quality of public dialogue. We have to ap-
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Books

The Death Of Truth?
POST-TRUTH
By Lee McIntyre
MIT Press
216 pages, $15.95 [paperback]

BY RANDOLPH M. FEEZELL

I was puzzled when I first heard the term “post-
truth.” Typically when we speak of “post-x” we 
mean that something is over, complete, finished. 
It’s past and we have moved beyond it.

The post-game interviews happen after the game 
is over. We elected Barack Obama and pundits pro-
claimed [naively, but hopefully] that we had moved 
beyond racism, as if we now live in a “post-racial” 
society.

What could someone mean by referring to post-
truth? How could we ever move beyond an era in 
which truth is pursued and valued? Is post-truth a 
claim about the very existence of truth or some other 
kind of claim?

[Remember this simple logical point. When extreme 
forms of skepticism are uttered – “There is no truth.” 
“Truth is relative.” “Knowledge is impossible.” – such 
claims are self-contradictory since they are offered as 
true or nonrelative or something the skeptic claims 
to know.]

In the late 19th Century, Nietzsche proclaimed the 
Death of God. Did he really believe that at one point 
God existed but then God ceased to exist? No. He was 
making a claim about social or cultural reality. He 
was speaking as a kind of self-proclaimed prophet 
who foresaw the secularization of European culture 
and a future in which human values would seem to 
have become disconnected from any religious foun-
dation.

According to Nietzsche, “God is dead” means that 
we shall have to face a future in which the grounding 
of our values becomes problematic. It’s not a claim 
that God doesn’t exist; it means that God is irrel-
evant. Here we have a clue to an understanding of 
post-truth.

Post-truth means that “truth is dead,” not in the 
sense that there is now no such thing as truth. It 
means that truth has become culturally or socially or 
politically irrelevant, analogous to Nietzsche’s claim 
that religion will become irrelevant.

If we attempt to save the thesis from the shocking 
claim that truth doesn’t exist, we arrive at an equally 
disturbing claim that we live in a situation in which, 
supposedly, “truth is being eclipsed” – it doesn’t mat-
ter. In Lee McIntyre’s excellent little book, post-truth 
is defined in the following way:  “relating to or denot-
ing circumstances in which objective facts are less 
influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to 
emotion and personal belief.”

The claim about social reality is also a claim about 
our politics. As McIntyre says, “ … what is striking 
about the idea of post-truth is not that truth is be-
ing challenged, but that it is being challenged as a 
mechanism for asserting political dominance.” Facts 
are now subservient to political ideology.

This book is not a mere academic exercise, al-
though it is written by an academic philosopher. Nor 
is it written only for other intellectuals. It is written 
for what I call the Barnes and Noble crowd: well-edu-
cated people who are curious, intellectually alive, and 
seek to be well-informed citizens.

It is written for people who want to understand a 
vertiginous social and political world that confounds 
us as we confront claims denying well-established 
science; vaporous assertions about alternative facts 
and wildly implausible conspiracies; and fake news, 
“deliberately false” news, “created for a purpose.”

A second order irony: we must listen to a president 
for whom fake news is anything he wishes not to be-
lieve. “Can the identification of fake news itself now 
be considered an exercise in spreading fake news?”

Post-truth is dangerous for our democracy. It is po-
litically akin to propaganda used by authoritarian fig-
ures like our president who uses “some of the clas-
sic techniques of propaganda [stirring up emotions, 
denigrating critics, scapegoating, seeking division, 
and fabricating] … ”

Post-truth is also dangerous on straightforward 
moral grounds, since it may fuel false beliefs that 
lead to harm. McIntyre offers numerous examples of 
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this:
“When South African President Thabo Mbeki 

claimed that antiretroviral drugs were part of a west-
ern plot and that garlic and lemon juice could be used 
to treat AIDS, over 300,000 people died.”

“The media stopped telling ‘both sides of the story’ 
about vaccines and autism once there was a measles 
outbreak in fourteen states in 2015.”

The long-term consequences of climate change de-
nial, from Trump to Sen. James Inhofe [who comes 
in for special ridicule because of his ignorance of the 
distinction between weather and climate] could be 
catastrophic.

For post-truth rejections of science, truth, and ob-
jectivity, “some facts matter more than others,” as 
McIntyre says.

After defining post-truth and explaining why it is 
important, McIntyre spends the major part of his 
book showing the “roots of post-truth.” He assumes 
that the “first step in fighting post-truth is to under-
stand its genesis.” We may be inclined to think the 
Trump campaign and his election propelled us down 
the rabbit hole but that would be too simple.

The contemporary shape of post-truth begins in 
the 1950s when the tobacco industry responded to 
a scientific paper “linking cigarette tar to cancer in 
lab mice.” Their strategy was both sophisticated and 
successful in manufacturing doubt about the link be-
tween smoking and cancer.

Actually, it was straight out of the skeptical tool kit 
of the great 18th Century philosopher David Hume, 
who argued that causal connections are no more 
than customary associations between or among 
events. One can’t prove [in a strong sense] causation 
since causal power can’t be observed and what we 
can know is only a correlation of events that might 
turn out to be false in the future.

The tobacco strategy was an attempt to raise doubts 
by claiming there were two sides to the issue. The 
strategy is still with us.

“Find and fund your own experts, use this to sug-
gest to the media that there are two sides to the story, 
push your side through public relations and govern-
mental lobbying, and capitalize on the resulting pub-
lic confusion to question whatever scientific result 
you wish to dispute.”

Sound familiar?  It should, since it is precisely the 
strategy that has been used by corporate-funded crit-
ics of human-induced climate change, and it seems to 
have worked. Public opinion still trails the scientific 
consensus, which overwhelmingly supports the no-
tion that global warming is caused by human activity.

The rest of the story may be more familiar since it 
involves relatively recent events: the decline of tradi-
tional media [the “prestige press” and network televi-
sion], the rise of social media as a place to look for 
information, the blurring of the distinction between 
news and opinion, and the problem of the dissemina-
tion of deliberately false “fake news.”

McIntyre offers an interesting interpretation of 

the role of Fox News and critics of liberal bias in the 
emergence of post-truth. The mocking slogan of Fox 
News – “fair and balanced” – had an effect on more 
traditional media coverage. In response to critics who 
insisted that objectivity and neutrality required both 
sides of any story to be covered, journalists “took the 
bait and started to cover both sides of ‘controversial’ 
issues like climate change and vaccines, even if the 
controversy had been generated by only those who 
had something financial or political at stake.”

What was the result? Disinformation. A false equiv-
alence between legitimate science and “bogus skep-
ticism.” What arose was the manufacture of doubt 
in cases in which scientific agreement was replaced 
by a confusion about factual matters. As McIntyre 
says, “the goal of objectivity is not to give equal time 
between truth and falsehood – it is to facilitate the 
truth.”

McIntyre’s account of the roots of post-truth in-
cludes two other elements. Ironies abound in the 
topics of his discussion. He argues that right-wing 
science denial has been aided by arguments associ-
ated with left-wing post-modernist criticisms of truth 
and objectivity. For those who are mystified by foggy 
references to “post-modernism,” the discussion may 
be helpful.

McIntyre’s discussion of cognitive biases is offered 
early but might have been better placed later, since it 
helps to explain what for me is the most depressing 
aspect of the Trump phenomenon: How could Trump’s 
support remain roughly in the same neighborhood 
despite his astonishing indifference to truth?

Fact-checking just doesn’t seem to matter to Trump 
supporters. If the cognitive biases discussed by Mc-
Intyre are so strong – confirmation bias, source am-
nesia, repetition effect, backfire effect, the Dunning-
Kruger effect – no wonder Trump’s supporters, the 
reliable 40%, are impervious to rational appeals.

As McIntyre says, “Our inherent cognitive biases 
make us ripe for manipulation and exploitation by 
those who have an agenda to push, especially if they 
can discredit all other sources of information.”

What can be done to counter a situation in which so 
many persons’ beliefs are “determined by our cogni-
tive biases and political ideology”? In the final chap-
ter, “Fighting Post-Truth,” McIntyre offers some hope 
by offering a few unsurprising recommendations.

The media and ordinary people must always fight 
back against lies, as John Kerry was slow to learn in 
2004 when fabrications from a few right-wing Swift-
boat veterans may have cost him the presidential 
election. [That was fake news.]

There’s also some evidence that the repetition of 
facts may have an effect on what psychologists call 
“motivated reasoners,” those whose hopes about 
what is true affect their beliefs about what is actually 
true. And for certain beliefs, reality has a way of as-
serting itself into the worldview of motivated reason-
ers when the prospects of possible harm from false 
beliefs occurs to them.
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A Republican mayor of Coral Gables, FL [which sits 
nine feet above sea level] was “flabbergasted” when 
“he heard a lecture about climate change and its ef-
fect on South Florida.” He now says that “climate 
change is not a partisan talking point.”

This is a first-rate book, with loads of argument and 
information wrapped in a small package. Who would 
have imagined that a book about truth could be so 
politically relevant? It is clear, accessible, informa-
tive, full of examples, and narrated in a judicious tone 
that manages to mask the outrage and even despair 
that lurk below the surface.

Here’s my suggestion for fighting back against post-
truth. Buy the book. Read it. Give it to friends and 
family members, especially those whose worldview 
may be open to rational persuasion, and to younger 
voters who may be sensitive to what is at stake in our 
elections.

Is truth dead? Of course not. But it may take a self-
conscious effort to nourish it in the face of Trumpian 
mendacity.
Randolph M. Feezell, PhD, grew up in northwestern 
Oklahoma and is professor emeritus of philosophy 
at Creighton University in Omaha, NE.

Saving America From
The Boy King’s Worst Impulses
FEAR
Trump In The White House
By Bob Woodward
Simon & Schuster
448 pages, $30

BY JOHN WOOD

As I write this review, Bob Woodward’s Fear: 
Trump in the White House only trails nativ-
ist Tucker Carlson’s Ship of Fools on the 
New York Times best seller list under e-

books and hardbacks. 
Carlson, an ardent Trump defender, lambasts Left 

elites for being out of touch of ordinary citizens. Just 
so you know who we are talking about here, Carlson 
was described by the Columbia Journalism Review 
recently in rather un-glowing terms as the “vox po-
puli of the deplorables.”

As if to prove them right, he even recently lamented 
that attacks on Supreme Court nominee Brett Kava-
naugh merely confirmed the supposed “left’s war on 
old white men,” suggesting a possible race war in the 
United States.

Wow, I guess we all know which side his bread is 
buttered.

How polarized are we when a guy like Carlson has a 
No. 1 best seller? Fear is No. 2? Fear also ranks ninth 
overall on the Amazon bookseller Top 10 – dominated 
by fiction.

This list showcases three other nonfiction political 
books, not something that has happened since 2009. 
Politics are on people’s minds – that’s for sure. These 
are interesting times! 

Opposed to Carlson’s ranting, Woodward’s Fear is 
based on hours of exhaustive interviews with many 
sources. The Pulitzer Prize-winning, Society of Pro-

fessional Journalists’ Hall of Famer depicts debates 
and decision-making within the rather chaotic, even 
a bit whimsical White House.

Woodward is not known for his colorful prose – one 
fellow journalist noted that Woodward “checks his 
facts until they weep with boredom.” I would take that 
as a compliment, because everything he says can be 
backed up – unlike some people like, well, Carlson.

More than 40 years ago, Woodward and his col-
league Carl Bernstein’s work on Watergate was laud-
ed by New York Times editor Gene Roberts as “maybe 
the single greatest reporting effort of all time.” Hard 
to disagree, because their multiple-year investigation 
into Watergate toppled a corrupt president.

Even after more than four decades, anything “-gate” 
designates a scandal.

Credibility is Woodward’s calling card. To Trump’s 
credit, he even recently noted: “I think you’ve always 
been fair,” in a phone call to Woodard after the book 
was finalized.

There is nothing really shocking about Woodward’s 
well-written, yet simple narrative. A White House that 
leaks like a sieve is confirmed in detail here.

Actually, the book is sometimes comical as when 
Trump described himself as “the Ernest Hemingway 
of 140 characters,” relating to his voluminous Tweets.

Woodward says that Trump even studies his “best” 
ones by printing them out. His staff tried to stop him 
from tweeting – with no luck, however.
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What’s more, his former Chief of Staff Reince Prie-
bus describes Trump’s tweets as the “devil’s work-
shop” and the wee hours of the mornings as “the 
witching hour.”

Woodward writes about how Priebus colorfully cap-
tures the chaotic nature of this White House:

“When you put a snake and a rat and a falcon and a 
rabbit and a shark and a seal in a zoo without walls, 
things start getting nasty and bloody. That’s what 
happens.”

Woodward focuses on policy fights – foreign and do-
mestic. From Afghanistan and North Korea to tariffs, 
tax reform and the Paris Climate Agreement, as well 
as others.

For example, Woodward writes that former Trump 
chief economic adviser Gary Cohn removed a draft 
letter he believed to be rather dangerous to nation-
al security from the Oval Office desk before Trump 
could find it. 

Former White House staff secretary Rob Porter did 
the same thing on multiple occasions.

On top of this, the two often stalled and delayed 
decisions or even distracted Trump from orders they 
thought would endanger national security, such as 
pulling out of the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment [NAFTA] and withdrawing an important trade 
agreement with South Korea.

In the latter case, Gen. James Mattis, Trump’s de-
fense secretary, had to explain why the U.S. keeps 
military personnel in South Korea to monitor North 
Korea’s actions. “We’re doing this in order to pre-
vent World War III,” Mattis warned. Later, the Defense 
secretary is said to have unflatteringly described the 
president as only possessing the understanding of a 
“a fifth- or sixth-grader.”

Woodward reflects on these events in which we are 
chained to the “words and actions of an emotionally 
overwrought, mercurial and unpredictable leader.”

Woodward further describes the president’s lack 
of public policy interest and knowledge: “Members 
of his staff had joined to purposefully block some of 
what they believed were the president’s most dan-
gerous impulses. It was a nervous breakdown of the 
executive power of the most powerful country in the 
world.”

Another staffer who is strangely still in the presi-
dent’s service, White House Chief of Staff John F. 
Kelly, portrayed the president as “an idiot” during a 
meeting. 

“It’s pointless to try to convince him of anything,” 
Kelly said. “He’s gone off the rails. We’re in crazy-
town.”

Woodward shows how Trump even disparages his 
own staff when, in conversation with Priebus, labels 
Porter as “a little rat. He just scurries around. You 
don’t even have to pay any attention to him.”

In Porter’s presence, Trump also described his at-
torney general, Jeff Sessions, as “mentally retarded,” 
mocking – childlike – Session’s Alabama accent.

Woodward suggests that Robert Mueller’s investiga-
tion unnerves Trump – and maybe it should, given the 
2016 report on Russian interference in the elections 
made by the three largest national security agencies 
[NSA, CIA, and FBI].

It’s not looking good for the president. Even his 
former lawyer, John Dowd, doubts him, wondering 
whether the president is mentally capable of with-
standing a special council inquiry.

After a simulated interview with Mueller, Dowd ad-
vised: “Don’t testify – it’s either that or an orange 
jump suit.”

In the end of Woodward’s book, Dowd resigned as 
he saw a “tragic flaw” in Trump. “In the political back-
and-forth, the evasions, the denials, the tweeting, 
the obscuring, crying ‘Fake News,’ the indignation, 
Trump had one overriding problem that Dowd knew 
but could not bring himself to say to the president: 
‘You’re a f------ liar.’”

Even his lawyer got it!
While Trump declined to be interviewed by Wood-

ward, his book title comes from an interview Trump 
had with Washington Post political reporter Robert 
Costa in 1996.

“Real power is, I don’t even want to use the word, 
Fear,” Trump said.

Woodward’s book captures the stealthy, behind-
the-scenes workings of staffers trying to prevent di-
sasters and control the “boy king’s” impulses.

And yet, while the book’s title would seem to portray 
White House staffers scared out of their wits, Wood-
ward instead finds that they all either pity Trump or 
hold slight contempt for his incompetence in what 
amounts to an “administrative coup d’état.”

When I think of “fear,” I automatically reflect upon 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who famously said: “The 
only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” FDR’s state-
ment points out that American’s Depression panic 
was actually just making things worse. He further 
said it’s the “nameless, unreasoning, unjustified ter-
ror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat 
into advance.”

More than 80 years ago, fear resulted in runs on 
the bank. Today, Trump has brought fear – or maybe 
just his delusion, writ large – into this rather chaotic 
White House.

Maybe the real fear is that when Trump parades 
around in “new clothes,” his staffers are paralyzed 
they will be seen as stupid and lose their own po-
litical futures. But in the end, they are just making 
things worse.

Maybe all we are waiting for a staffer to finally cry 
out: “But he isn’t wearing anything at all!”
John Wood is an associate professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Central Oklahoma. The 
views he expresses are his and not necessarily the 
university’s.
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I recently had the pleasure of 
participating in a stimulating 
discussion on The Black and 
The Blue and issues of social 

justice that continue to plague us 
in the 21st Century.

The authors of the book, Mat-
thew Horace and Ron Harris, have 
delved into the militarization of 
American policing, lack of commu-
nity policing, and the implicit bias 
that legitimizes racial profiling 
and the criminalization of African-
Americans within the country’s 
criminal justice system.

This book challenges the reader 
to confront the lopsidedness of 
America’s law enforcement and 
also encourages the reader to 
recognize the clout that the local 
community can exercise, and to 
think constructively about reform.

The Black and The Blue does not 
reductively whitewash the unspo-
ken rules of American policing but 
attempts to make historically mar-
ginalized black communities vis-
ible, and thereby articulates a sub-
merged voice. The reader is made 
privy to the perspective, historical 

context, and traditions of those 
who have been silenced by insti-
tutionalized racism and systemic 
oppression.

The co-authors, Harris and Hor-
ace, shake the moral fabric of so-
ciety by keenly observing the his-
tory of abusive police practices 

in America. This well-researched 
book is an act of resistance to the 
dehumanizing aspects of law en-
forcement and policing and is a 
forceful attempt to negotiate with 
entrenched ideological structures 
that continue to reinforce racial 
divides.

Community,
Education
Are Viable
Responses To
Bigotry

BY NYLA ALI KHAN

THE BLACK
AND THE BLUE
By Mattthew Horace
and Ron Harris
Harchette Books
256 pages, $27
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Harris pointed out that this book gives “breath to 
those whose reality is foreign to the wealthy and the 
privileged.”

An insightful and motivated reader sees the need to 
bring about long-term reforms in policing and law en-
forcement policies and methods. Quality education, 
skills, and employment are highlighted as viable re-
sponses to increasing crime, substance abuse, and 
questionable policing issues.

As I have observed in my public lectures and arti-
cles, I have seen the increase in polarization and frag-
mentation that we have been witnessing for over a de-
cade. The rhetoric of hate that is palpable the world 
over undermines the traditional notion of social jus-
tice, rule of law, a return to the process of internal 
political dialogue, and political accommodation in a 
democratic nation.

We still have a lot of work to do in order to repair 
schisms. Democracy does not limit itself to numbers 
or majoritarian rule, but to substance. There is no 
room for the subjection of racial/religious/ethnic mi-
norities to a centralized and authoritarian state in a 
democratic nation. Democratic growth and evolution 
cannot be sacrificed at the altar of a culture of arro-
gance, which is bred by ignorance.

The conversation about the book and social justice, 
organized by Ayanna Najuma, reminded me that com-
munity is much greater than mere dogma or tradition. 
Najuma was one of the African-American children 
who participated in the sit-in movement in Oklahoma 
in 1958.

I talked with some of the participants at the discus-
sion at Full Circle Books in Oklahoma City. Here are 
their observations:

“Ron Harris’s book The Black and The Blue was 
an excellent and timely choice for discussion. Ayan-

na Najuma and audience members asked important 
questions and Harris shared valuable information 
through very engaging stories. This dialogue was an 
impressive way to launch the conversational platform 
on social justice series ‘What Lies Between Us.’” – 
Joan Korenblit, executive director, Respect Diversity 
Foundation.

“Ayanna Najuma is always thoughtful and provoca-
tive. The presentation was most educational as well 
as an excellent starting point for this important con-
versation about changing our Oklahoma City commu-
nity.” – Sherry Sullivan, attorney at law.

I have learned that community is the ability to orga-
nize and mobilize for social change, which requires 
the creation of awareness not just at the individual 
level but at the collective level as well.

Community is the courage to bridge divides and to 
pave the way for the education of the younger genera-
tion, which is the only viable response to ignorance 
and bigotry. Community is the openness to diverse 
opinions, dissent, and differences of opinion, which 
is true grit.

At the book discussion, I saw shared consent on 
the fundamental principles of humanity, compassion, 
empathy, and open-mindedness, which blurs the di-
vide between “us” and “them.”
Nyla Ali Khan is a Rose State College professor and 
the author of Fiction of Nationality in an Era of Trans-
nationalism, Islam, Women, and Violence in Kash-
mir, The Life of a Kashmiri Woman, and the editor of 
The Parchment of Kashmir. Nyla Ali Khan has also 
served as a guest editor working on articles from 
the Jammu and Kashmir region for Oxford Univer-
sity Press [New York], helping to identify, commis-
sion, and review articles. She can be reached at nyl-
akhan@aol.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36

Polarized
preciate the roles of cooperation, collaboration and 
compromise in a representative democracy.

We have to vote for and value leaders who deal 
with opponents not as enemies, but with respect, 
civility, and a recognition that they share more in 
common than divides them.

This means listening carefully and trying to un-
derstand the other’s point of view. It means figuring 
out how to accommodate differences, so that rather 
than every fight producing winners and losers, ev-
eryone can walk away with something gained.

It means striving not to destroy your opponent, 
but instead persuading her or him to reach a result 
that helps everyone claim some measure of success. 
It means recognizing we’re all in this together – that 
we’re all searching for the common good.

Because in the end, the political process depends 
on personal relationships – the bonds between key 
actors, including elected politicians, their staff, their 

supporters, and others. And not just in politics at 
the federal level. It’s everyone from members of Con-
gress to state legislators to township trustees.

We must not let the political extremes dominate 
discourse – they don’t reflect the views of most 
Americans, who tend to value moderation.

The greatness of our country rests on shared 
ideals that go beyond party labels. Most Americans 
want to believe that better days are ahead, that 
progress is possible, and that major policy disagree-
ments may not be easily resolved, but do yield to 
discussion that is carried on rationally and with 
civility and respect.

This is not just wishful thinking. There are real-
world examples. For instance, the divisions we’ve 
faced in foreign policy have often been mitigated 
when political opponents shared the view that U.S. 
leadership is good for the world. Or, on the domestic 
side, divergent views on how to provide affordable 
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healthcare to all have been brought together by ad-
dressing incremental steps.

One peculiarity of this time of great unease, when 
lack of confidence in the country and its institu-
tions is rampant and our differences are accentu-
ated, is that it comes at a moment of economic 
growth. In the past, it’s usually been a sour econo-
my that exacerbated divisions.

That’s a puzzle, but it’s also an opportunity. It 
means that we have a prosperous economic back-
drop that should allow us more easily to find com-
mon ground with one another, as I’ve seen happen 
in the past. It’s time to step up our game, move past 
our differences, and propel the country forward.
Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; 
a Distinguished Scholar, IU School of Global and 
International Studies; and a Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
for 34 years.
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some elected officials and their benefactors. 
Take, for example, the case of Amanda Jeffers, the 

Democratic nominee in Cleveland County’s HD 91, 
challenging GOP incumbent Chris Kannaday. Jeffers 
is a teacher at Crooked Oak, a small, working class 
school district on the east side of OKC.

In early September, Jeffers’ English class was vis-
ited by the area’s state senator, Republican Paul Ro-
sino. She asked him to tell her students about leg-
islation he was carrying, including a measure that 
established work requirements for those receiving 
SoonerCare, the state’s Medicaid program.

That evening, in a Facebook post about the visit, 
Jeffers wrote Rosino’s position “sounds reasonable” 
but could “affect some of our Crooked Oak families” 
by creating a barrier to healthcare access “for Okla-
homans most in need, especially single mothers.”

“In my opinion, our children benefit from having 
healthy parents. Instead of looking for ways to reduce 
the number of Oklahomans receiving healthcare, we 
need to be looking for ways to make sure all Oklaho-
mans have access to affordable healthcare.”

Jeffers’ post prompted Crooked Oak’s superinten-
dent and school board to send Rosino a letter of apol-
ogy, asserting they viewed “the incident as grossly 
inappropriate in the format, timing and manner in 
which it appeared.”

A copy of the letter quickly became partisan cam-
paign fodder, taped to front doors in Kannaday’s dis-
trict with the message: “Isn’t it like the far left to for-
get civility and use our public schools to push their 
liberal agenda?”

This is a classic lesson in political hubris. How 

dare Jeffers express an opinion counter to her sena-
tor? Who cares if it was on her own time – in her own 
space – not in the classroom?

The letter was Crooked Oak’s way of putting a 
thumb on the electoral scale in HD 91.

This is the sort of heavy handedness that can make 
casualties of incumbents. Will the state’s powers that 
be – and their sycophantic supporters – ever learn 
this lesson?
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Observerscope

Nearly one in five Oklahoma youths, ages 10-17, 
is obese – the nation’s fifth highest rate, according 
to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Boys are 
generally heavier than girls and blacks and Hispanics 
heavier than other ethnic groups.

Dart: To Donald Trump, prattling on about a roar-
ing economy while 13 million in war-torn Yemen face 
starvation in next three months – a cataclysmic fam-
ine not seen in 100 years.

A good reason to dial back cable news viewing in 
Trump era? Newly released study showed subjects 
who kept systolic blood pressure at or below 120 
were almost 20% less likely to develop dementia than 
those whose top number reached 140. – AARP

Former U.S. Rep. Dave McCurdy is retiring as Amer-
ican Gas Association president, wrapping up a 37-
year DC career that included representing OK’s 4th 
District and serving as House Intelligence chair.

Laurel: To Cherokee Nation and OSU Center for 
Health Sciences, partnering to create America’s first 
tribally affiliated medical school starting in 2020. The 
50 or so new doctors to be trained annually should 
help reduce rural OK’s physician shortage.

OKC School Board is expected to name the district’s 
new administration building for civil rights pioneer 
and longtime teacher Clara Luper. Perfect!

The glass ceiling endures: In analyzing data from 
279 U.S. companies that employ 13 million, McKin-
sey and LeanIn.org found that for every 100 men pro-
moted to manager, only 79 women are.

A female CEO is no guarantee more women will be 
appointed to key posts. The Oklahoman reports only 
six of Gov. Mary Fallin’s 40 appointees to five major 
state boards are women.

It hasn’t gotten much publicity, but keep an eye out 
for a legal showdown over hazardous waste, possibly 
radioactive, allegedly dumped by oil and gas drillers 
in Owasso, threatening $1 billion worth of affluent 
homes, a nearby school, golf course and pond.

Message Sponsored by Iris Lochner
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Letters

Editor, The Observer:
Well, here we go on this political merry-go-round 

that we call a government. Now that Trump [aka Dead 
Beat Donny Boy] has the Supreme Court in his pock-
et, along with the Senate and a good portion of the 
House of Representatives, we are on the way to fulfill-
ing DBDB’s fondest wish: an American dictatorship.

Congress has no desire to exercise its job of checks 
and balances. According to DBDB, if the Dems are 
able to make enough gains in November, we will be 
“living in Venezula.” 

Makes one wonder which would be worse: Venezula 
or China, North Korea, Russia? How about just the 
Good Old US of A?

Speaking of Russia, the word from the last election 
was that they were not able to affect the actual vote 
count. How much progress have they made in that 
area do you suppose? Now it’s four foreign languages 
we may have to concern ourselves with.

A minor aside: I am really getting fed up with all 
these politicos showing up at everything in their fu-
neral suits – makes them all look as if they are going 
to or coming from a funeral. Hmmm, maybe in some 
cases that could be the way it is. Hopefully, after the 
next election we will see the demise of a Republican-
controlled government. Surely there is some accept-
able color other than black.

If anyone is interested in setting up a raffle to guess 
how long after DBDB is out of office Melania will file 
for divorce, let me know. [Of course, if DBDB gets his 
way, he will be president for life].

Democrats: get out and vote Democrats into office.
Tom Ellis

Okeene 
Mary Ann Hawkins

Salem, OR

Editor, The Observer:
The American Constitution, that much valued paper 

used as a weapon of convenience to hit the opposing 
party with but not much respected by the wielder, is 
deeply flawed and has outlived its usefulness for us 
in the 21st Century.

It occurred to me during the KavaNOT Konundrum 
that even as the Constitution talks about three equal 
branches of government, the judicial branch is incon-
siderately treated as a poor redheaded stepchild.
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Consider this: At no time in the process of replac-
ing a federal judge to a lower court or a justice to the 
highest court is there a public hearing in which a del-
egation from the judicial branch is invited to speak 
about prospective candidates nor is there any public 
document submitted from the judicial branch outlin-
ing the qualifications needed for the openings in the 
judicial circuits.

How can the judicial branch be considered a tri-
equal partner in the federal government when the 

other two branches, congressional and executive, 
make all the decisions about appointments and there 
is no input from the electorate either?

We are governed by a self-corrupting incestuous 
system of feedback and nepotism as fully illustrat-
ed in the early Halloween committee hearings where 
shame and embarrassment were proudly masquerad-
ing as decency and respect.

James Nimmo
Oklahoma City

Forget About
Cheaper Drugs
On Trump’s 
Watch
BY FROMA HARROP

President Trump’s plan for lower-
ing Medicare drug costs is good, even 
cutting-edge. As Democrats successful-
ly campaign on health care, Trump has 
come back with a proposal that could 
save Medicare patients and taxpayers 
$17.2 billion over five years. Too bad its 
chances of happening are close to nil.

We’ve seen this talkie before. As Elec-
tion Day approaches, Trump makes a 
promise that seems to favor the public 
over big-money interests. The moment 
the last vote is counted, it vanishes.

But let’s examine this interesting 
idea. It would link the price Medicare 
pays for most doctor-administered 
drugs [under Medicare Part B] to an 
“international pricing index.” The index 
would include pricing data from other 
developed countries.

It is scandalous and true that Americans pay far 
more for drugs than others. Trump cited the extreme 
example of Treanda, a cancer drug. Medicare pays 
nearly seven times the index price. [The Department 
of Health and Human Services lists the 16 countries 
used for this index.]

Why all this skepticism? Here are reasons that 
this campaign pledge has but a snowball’s chance: 
Recall that Trump ran for president vowing to let 
Medicare negotiate drug prices with the pharmaceu-
tical companies. That excellent idea died once the 
election dust cleared. And it was effectively buried 
the day Trump named Alex Azar, a former top execu-

tive at the pharmaceutical giant Eli Lilly, as HHS 
secretary.

In an obvious ploy to seduce the electorate, Azar 
theatrically called Trump’s new plan the drugmak-
ers’ “ultimate nightmare.” Do you seriously believe 
that this Big Pharma alumnus would do anything to 
disturb the sleep of his former colleagues? Just last 
June, Azar denounced having Medicare negotiate 
drug prices as “socialized medicine.”

The lobbying group Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America responded to Trump’s 
11th-hour proposal with this subtle statement:

“The administration is imposing foreign price 
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controls from countries with socialized health care 
systems that deny their citizens access and discour-
age innovation.”

The industry need not worry, though. On health 
care matters, Trump and Republican lawmakers have 
not exactly been the little guy’s friend. They’re now 
dismantling the Affordable Care Act screw by screw, 
including its protections for patients with pre-exist-
ing conditions.

In passing the Medicare drug benefit in 2003, the 
Republican Congress forbade Medicare to negotiate 
drug prices. This new rule would not require con-
gressional approval, but drugmakers exert brutal 
control over most Republicans [and some Demo-
crats]. 

Republican House Majority Leader Kevin McCar-
thy, for one, has collected over $1 million in pharma-
ceutical company donations since 2007 – $218,500 
since the beginning of last year.

So where do you think this threat to drugmaker 
profits is going to go?

By the way, the administration says it doesn’t 
expect to propose the rule until next spring, leaving 
plenty of time to forget about it. And one must ask 
why such a solid concept wasn’t introduced over the 
past two years.

Although tying drug prices to levels set by other 
countries would save Medicare money, we must also 
question why America the Great would rely on the 
likes of Belgium and Greece to do its bargaining. 
Isn’t Trump supposed to be the master negotiator? 

Medicare is the world’s largest buyer of drugs. Why 
can’t the United States, with its massive market, 
negotiate its own prices?

Like Trump’s promise to replace ObamaCare with 
“something terrific,” this one is almost surely head-
ed for oblivion. The crashing irony is that Trump’s 
Medicare drug proposal would have a greater chance 
of moving forward if Democrats took over the House.

Suppose, on the other hand, you believe Trump 
would work against Big Pharma’s interests. If so, I 
have a big infrastructure plan to sell you.
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